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P  R  E  F  A  C  E, 


The  intention  when  I  firft  publifhed  this  fraall 
Treatife,  was  to  offer  to  the  pubhc  in  a  concife,  but, 
at  the  fame  time,  perfpicuoiis  manner,  my  own  ob- 
fervations  and  difcoveries,  together  with  thofe  lately 
made  by  the  firft  medical  men  in  different  parts  of 
Europe,  in  that  particular  branch  of  medical  fcience 
fo  interefting  to  mankind  in  general.    I  did  not 
think  proper  at  that  time  to  enlarge  the  book  with 
any  thing  that  did  not  immediately  relate  to  the  im- 
provement of  real  knowldege,  either  about  the  na- 
ture or  cure  of  thefe  dreadful  complaints,  with  which 
I  had  myfelf  the  misfortune  to  be  repeatedly  affeded. 
The  refult  of  thofe  obfervations  was  thus  dear-bought 
experience  to  me  ;  but  for  this  very  reafon,  perhaps, 
the  more  ufeful  to  my  readers.    The  fecond  addition 
was  printed  off  without  any  material  alteration.  In 
this  third,  I  have  added  feveral  new  obfervations 
leading  to  the  improvement  of  the  hiftory,  nature, 
and  cure  of  thofe  complaints.    Whatever  has  been 
derived  from  other  fources,  I  thought  it  honourable 
and  proper  to  acknowledge.    I  fcorn  the  man  who 

attributes  to  himfelf  what  he  owes  to  others.  

The  Pharmacopoeia  Syphilitica,  I  hope,  will  not  be 
unacceptable  to  young  pra<5litioners. 


Port  Sston,  neap  Edinburgh, 
I3(;c.  8. 1787.  ■ 
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Ad  rcAe  medendum  omnino  opus  eft,  ut  remedia,  non  folum  generi,  fed 
fpeciei  cuique,  et  fxpe  etiam  varietatibus  quibufdam,  apprime  fint  ao- 
commodata.  Cullen,  Synop.  Nos.  Method, 


GHA^.  L 

Obfer'vations  on  the  Venereal  InfeSiion,  and  the  different 
Appearances  of  Syphilitic  Complaints  in  general, 

W^E  fay,  in  the  common  language,  a  perfon  is  pox- 
ed,  injured,  or  infedted  with  the  venereal  difcafe, 
pox,  or  bad  diftemper*.  when  the  venereal  poifon 
has  been  received  into,  or  is  difFufed  through,  the  fyf- 
tem,  and  there  produces  its  peculiar  efFedts.  Thefc 
cffeds  or  fymptoms  are  ulcers  of  the  mouth,  fauces; 
fpots,  tetters,  and  ulcers  of  the  (kin ;  pains,  fwelling, 
and  caries  of  the  bones,  &c.    But  as  long  as  the  ef- 

A  fedt; 

•  In  Latin,  this  difeafc  Is  called  laet  venerea,  morbus  Gallicur 
•rfyphUu.  Whether  the  name^^^/„  is  derived  from  f>or. 
^"S,  and  amor  {amor  porcinus,)  or  whether  it  owe,  it,  ori- 

I-n  to  feme  other  derivation,  is  uncertain.  In  French  it  i,  cal- 
kd  ia  maladu  Venerienne,  la  veroU,  la  grand,  verole :  in  German 
du  Lujfeuche,  du  Tran%ofen. 
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fe6ls  of  the  poifon  are  local,  and  confined  to  or  near 
the  genitals,  the  diforder  is  not  called  Syphilis,  Lues 
Venerea,  or  pox  ;  but  diftinguifhed  by  fome  peculiar 
name,  according  to  its  different  feat  or  appearance; 
fuch  as  Clap,  Shanker,  Bubo,  &c. 

Concerning  the  nature  of  the  venereal  poifon,  wc 
know  no  more  than  we  do  about  that  of  the  fmall- 
pox  or  any  other  contagion ;  we  know  only  that  it 
produces  peculiar  eUeds,  which  yield  to  a  peculiar 
mode  of  treatment.  It  affeds,  hke  the  fcrophula,  the 
lymphatic  fyftem  and  the  bones.  Monkeys  die  fome- 
'  times  during  cold  weather  in  England  of  the  fcro- 
phula, but  they  are  never  affe£led  with  the  fyphilis ; 
and  the  reft  of  animals  feem,  as  far  as  we  know,  to 
be  as  little  fufceptible  of  being  affected  by  the  vene- 
real poifon  as  the  monkeys.  Baydford,  however, 
thinks  they  may  be  infedled,  but  mentions  no  autho- 
rity for  his  opinion.  M.  de  Pauw*  hke  wife  men- 
tions, without  naming  his  fource,  that  dogs  are  Hable 
to  be  affedled  with  the  venereal  difeafe  in  Peru,  but 
not  in  North  America. 

The  fmalleft  particle  of  this  poifon  is  fufScient  to 
bring  on  the  moft  violent  diforder  over  the  whole  bo--, 
dy.  It  feems  to  fpread  and  difiiife  itfelf  by  a  kind 
of  fermentation  and  affimilation  of  m.atter ;  and,  like 
other  contagions,  it  requires  fonne  time,  after  being 
applied  to  the  human  body,  before  it  produces  that 
effedl.  It  is  not  known  whether  it  has  different  de- 
grees of  acrimony  and  volatility,  or  whether  it  is  al- 
ways. 

*  See  Recherchcs  phiJofophiqucs  fur  les  Americalns. 
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ways  the  fame  in  its  nature,  varying  only  with  regard 
to  the  particular  part  to  which  it  is  apphed,  or  ac- 
cording to  the  different  habit  and  conftitution,  or 
particular  idiofyncraff,  of  the  perfon  who  receives 
the  infection.  We  know  that  mercury  polTeifes  a 
certain  and  fpecific  power  of  deftroying  the  venereal 
virus :  but  we  are  quite  uncertain  whether  it  ads  by 
its  fedative,  aftringent,  or  evacuant  quality  ;  or  if 
not  perhaps  rather  by  a  chemical  eledlive  attradion, 
whereby  both  fubftances  uniting  with  one  another, 
are  changed  into  a  third,  which  is  no  more-  hurtful, 
hut  has  fome  new  properties  entirely  diftind  from 
thofe  which  any  of  them  had  before  they  were 
united. 

The  variolus  miafma,  we  know,  produces  its  ef- 
feds  in  about  twenty  or  twenty-four  days  after  the 
infedion  is  received  from  the  atmofphere,  and  eight 
or  ten  days  if  by  inoculation;  but  the  venereal  vi- 
rus feems  to  keep  no  particular  period.  At  fome 
times,  and  perhaps  in  particular  perfons,  it  requires 
a  longer  time  to  produce  its  effeds  than  at  other 
times,  or  in  other  perfons.  I  have  feen  lhankers  a- 
rife  in  the  fpace  of  twelve  hours,  nay  in  a  ftill  fhort- 
er  time,  indeed  I  might  fay  in  a  few  minutes,  after 
an  impure  coition ;  whereas,  in  moft  cafes,  they 
make  their  appearance  only  in  as  many  days.  The 
generality  of  men  feel  the  firft  fymptoms  of  a  clap 
between  the  fecond  and  fifth  day  after  an  impure 
coitus ;  but  there  are  inftances  where  they  do  not 
appear  till  after  as  many  weeks  or  months.  About 
ten  years  ago,  I  was  confulted  by  a  young  man  who 
was  feized  with  a  violent  difcharge  from  the  glans 

A  2  (^^"nnorrhagia 
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(Bknnorrhagia  halani J,  along  with  a  phymofis,  but 
without  any  fhankers,  four  weeks  after  coition  ;  and 
during  all  the  interval,  he  felt  not  the  leaft  fymprom 
of  the  difeafe.  Some  years  ago,  a  geritleman  went 
out  from  London  in  feemingly  perfed  health  to  the 
Eaft  Indies ;  but  on  his  arrival  in  that  hot  climate, 
after  a  voyage  of  four  months,  a  violent  clap  broke 
out  before  he  went  on  fliore,  though  he  could  have 
received  no  infedion  during  the  voyage,  as  there  was 
not  a  woman  on  board. 

There  are  inftanccs  which  render  it  probable  that 
the  virus  may  lie  four,  five,  or  fix  weeks,  and  per- 
haps longer,  on  the  furface  of  the  genitals  before  it 
is  abforbed ;  and  were  it  not  then  to  produce  a  {hank- 
er, might  probably  not  be  ablbrbed  at  all.  We  fee 
daily  examples,  where  common  women  communicate 
the  infection  to  different  men  in  the  fpace  of  feveral 
•weeks,  while  they  themfelves  have  not  the  leaft  fy-n 
philitic  fymptom,  local  or  univerfal;  the  poifon  lying 
all  that  time  in  the  vagina  harn:ilefs,  and  generally 
without  being  abforbed. 

How  long  the  venereal  virus  may  lurk  in  the  body 
itfelf,  after  it  has  been  abforbed  into  the  mafs  of 
blood,  before  it  produces  any  fenfible  effeds,  is  a  mat- 
ter of  equal  uncertainty.  There  is  fcarce  a  pradi- 
tioner  who  has  not  obferved  inflances  of  its  remain- 
ing harmlefs  for  weeks,  or  ieven  months,  in  the  body. 
I  had  accefs  to  obferve  a  cafe,  where,  after  lying 
dormant  for  half  a  year,  it  broke  out  with  unequivo- 
cal fymptoms.  But  the  following  inftance,  if  to  be 
depended  vipon,  is  ftiil  more  extraordinary.  Some 

year; 
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years  ago,  I  was  confulted  by  a  gentleman  about  a 
fore  throat,  which  I  declared  to  be  venereal.  My 
patient  was  aftonilhed;.  and  affured  me,  that  for  nine 
years  paR  he  had  not  had  the  leaft  venereal  com- 
plaint, nor  had  he  any  reafon  to  believe  he  had  fince 
received  any  infedion:  but  at  that  time  he  had  been 
in  the  Eaft  Indies,  where  he  was  afFeded  with  a  vio- 
lent clap.  On  his  return  to  Europe,  being  to  ap- 
pearance  in  perfect  health,  he  married,  and  conti- 
nued perfedly  free  of  any  fuch  complaint  ever  fincc. 
By  a  mercurial  courfe,  however,  the  complaint  for 
which  he  applied  to  me  was  completely  removed*. 

With  regard  to  its  effeds,  the  venereal  poifon  fol- 
lows no  conftant  rule :  for  though  in  general  it  affeds 
firft  the  throat  or  fKin  before  jt  produces  any  fymp- 
toms  in  the  bones,  we  fee  in  many  inftances  the  bones 
affeded  without  any  fymptom  in  the  throat  or  fkin 
before  or  after.  In  feme  perfons  it  more  particularly 
attacks  the  throat,  where  it  produces  ulcerations ; 
while  in  others  it  exerts  its  virulence  on  the  Ikin  or 
bones.  Whilft  the  greateft  part  of  mankind  arc  thus 
cafily  affeded  by  this  poifon,  there  are  fome  few  who 
feem  to  be  altogether  unfufceptible  of  the  infedion, 
and  run  every  rilk  without  fufFering  in  the  fmallefi: 
degree ;  juft  as  fome  are  never  infeded  with  the  va- 
riolus  contagion,  though  they  go  into  infeded  places, 
and  expofe  themfelves  to  inoculation  or  every  hazard 

by 

*  This,  and  other  fimilar  cafes,  however,  lead  me  rather  to 
fufpeft  that  an  abforption  of  the  venereal  poifon  may  pcrhapt 
fometimes  take  place  •without  any  previous  external  local  aflfe£lioa 
of  the  genitals. 
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by  which  the  difeafe  is  generally  communicated. 
Some  perfons  are  more  liable  to  be  infedled  than  o- 
thers  feeminglj  of  the  fame  habit;  nay,  the  very 
fame  perfon  feems  to  be  more  liable  to  be  infeded  at 
one  time  than  at  another;  and  thofe  who  have  been 
once  infedled  feem  to  be  more  liable  to  catch  the  in- 
fedlion  a  fecond  time  than  thofe  who  never  were  in- 
feded before  with  the  difeafe.  The  climate,  feafon, 
age,  ftate  of  ^lealth,  idiofyncrafy,  are  perhaps,  as 
in  other  difeafes,  the  necelfary  predifpofmg  caufes. 
The  fame  difference  is  obfervable  in  the  progrefs 
made  by  the  difeafe  after  the  patient  is  infecled.  In 
fome  the  progrefs  is  flow,  and  the  difeafe  appears 
fcarce  to  gain  any  ground ;  while  in  others  it  advan- 
ces with  the  utmoft  rapidity,  and  fpeedily  produces 
the  moft  terrible  fymptoms. 

At  what  time  this  dreadful  malady  (the  very  idea 
of  which  poifons  the  fource  of  our  moft  happy  mo- 
ments) was  firft  known  among  mankind  in  general, 
or  in  Europe  in  particular,  is  a  matter  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  decide.  Thus  much  we  may  affirm  from 
the  accounts  tranfmitted  to  us  by  ancient  writers, 
that  the  lues,  with  its  horrid  and  fatal  fymptoms, 
fuch  as  we  find  it  firit  defcribed  by  medical  and  o- 
ther  writers  towards  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  centu- 
ry, had  been  unknown  among  our  Greek  or  Roman 
anceftors,  though  undoubtedly  as  licentious  as  their 
barbarous  or  refined  pofterity.  Local  complaints  of 
the  genitals,  indeed,  very  much  like  our-prefent  ve- 
nereal complaints  of  thofe  parts  in  both  fexes,  were 
known  and  accurately  delineated  by  many  of  the 
ancient  writers :  Such  are  the  different  complaints 

defcribed 
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defcribed  by  Aetius  as  well  as  thofe  related  by  Pau- 
Lus  OF  MciNA,  and  more  efpecially  the  corroding  ul" 
cers  of  the  prepuce  and  glans ;  the  difcharge  of  thin 
famous  matter  from  the  penis ;  the  mortif  cation  and 
cancer  of  the  penis;  the  ^hagedce?iic  ulcer  of  the  fame  ; 
the  warts  of  the  prepuce  and  glans;  condylomata  ad 
anum ;  the  fwelled  teflicles  arifing  without  external 
contufion ;  all  mentioned  and  exactly  defcribed  by 
Celsus*.  But  none  of  thefe  we  find  any  where 
marked  as  contagious,  as  propagated  by  coition,  or 
as  producing  fymptoms  like  thofe  we  now  obferve 
produced  by  the  venereal  virus  when  abforbed  and 
diffufed  through  the  fyftem ;  which,  if  they  had 
•  ever  happened,  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe  we 
would  have  been  informed  of  by  the  medical,  fatiri- 
cal,  or  hiftorical  writers  of  thofe  times ;  who  were 
very  careful  and  fagacious  obfervers,  and  otherwife 
far  from  giving  us  very  favourable  accounts  of  the 
chaftity  of  the  Roman  ladies. 

Though,  however,  thefe  local  complaints,  fo  much 
refembhng  our  prefent  venereal  ones,  were  not  mark- 
ed or  obferved  to  be  contagious  and  propagated  by 
coition  at  fo  early  a  period,  they  were  a  few  centu- 
ries after,  a  long  while  before  the  lues  broke  out, 
experienced  and  obferved  to  be  fo,  by  feveral  fuc- 
ceffive  writers ;  and  that  thofe  difeafes  were  the  very 
fame  with  our  prefent  local  venereal  complaints,  e- 
very  unprejudiced  reader  may  convince  himfelf,  by 
pcrufing  thofe  ancient  writers ;  an  hiftory  of  which 
has  been  lately  coUeded  and  publifhed  by  one  of  the 

moH 

-  ♦  Lib.  vi.  cap.  xvlii.  Dc  obfcoenarum  partiuia  vitiif. 
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moft  learned  and  ingenious  phyficians*  in  Europe, 
whatever  Friend,  A/lruc,  or  other  modern  writers 
may  fay  to  the  contrary. 

Besides  the  law  given  in  the  manufcript  flatutes,  De 
difciplina  Lupanaris  publici  Avenionenjis  (Avignon), 
made  in  the  year  1347  f,  by  Queen  Joanna  I.  we 
find  Lanfrancus,  and  more  efpecially  SaUcetus,  in  the 
XIII.  century,  mcntiomug  pujlules,  ulcers,  cancer  of 
the  glans  penis,  arifing  pojl  coitwn  cum  fceda  muliere. 
In  the  XIV.  century,  we  find  in  Gordon,  Arnoldus 
de  Villanova,  and  particularly  Guido  de  Chauliac,  one 
of  the  firlt  furgeons  who  wrote  in  the  middle  of  that 
century,  excoriations,  burnings,  corrojive,  and  putrid 
ulcers,  mentioned  as  arifing  propter  decubitum  cuvi 

muliere 

*  Dr  Hensler.  Gefchichte  der  LuJIfeuche  (Hiftory  of  the  Lues 
Venerea),  Vol.  1.  Altona,  1783  j  where  he  added,  by  way  of  a 
fupplement,  excerpts  of  the  different  authors  ia  their  original 
Latin  language. 

•}•  After  other  regulations,  the  law  proceeds  thus :  "  Jubet 
**  Regina  Sabbato  quolibet  a  Bayliva  una  cunn  chirurgo  a  confa- 

libus  propofito,  mulieres  meritorias  fingulas  luftrari)  quotcun- 
"  que  in  lupanari  proftant.  Et  fi  qua  fcortationc  segritudinem 
*'  uUam  contraxerit,  a  cseteris  feponi  ut  feorfim  habitet,  nc  fui 
"  copiam  facere  poflitj  ut  morbi  praecaveantur  qyi  a  juvenibus 

"  poffcnt  concipi."  The  ^een  further  orders,  that  every  one 

of  the  women  kept  in  that  bawdy  houfe  fiould  be  vijited  every  Sa- 
turday by  the  mother-abbefs,  together  with  a  furgeon  appointed  by 
the  magijlrates  for  this  purpofe;  and  if  there  be  any  who  have  con- 
traBed fame  difeafe  by  fcortation,  the  fame  Jhould  be  feparated  from 
the  reft,  and  be  Jhut  up  in  a  private  room  fo  that  Jke  may  not  lie 
with  any  man;  in  order  to  avoid  by  thefe  means  the  difordtrs  whicb 
might  be  communicated  by  her  to  young  men. 
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mdierff fceda:  and  Becket*  fays,  "  In  an  old  MS.  I 
'*  have  by  me,  written  about"  1390,  is  a  receipt  for 
"  hrenning  of  the  pyntyl,  yat  men  clepe  ye  Apegalle. 
"  Galle  being  an  old  Englifh  word  for  a  running  fore. 
«'  They  who  know  the  etymology  of  the  word  apron^ 
"  cannot  be  ignorant  of  this.    And  in  another  MS. 
*'  written  about  fifty  years  after,  is  a  receipt  for 
"  burning  in  that  part  by  a  woman.'"    He  likewife 
adduces  two  remarkable  paflages  from  Enghfh  fta- 
tutes  about  bawdy-houfes  :  One  of  11 63  fays,  no 
ftewholder  to  keep  an/  woman  that  h^th,  tbe  perilous 
injirmity  of  burning.    And  that  of  1430,  writtcri  up- 
on vellum,  which  was  preferved  in  the  court  of  the 
bifliop  of  Winchefter,  begins  thus:  "  Here  begynne 
"  the  ordinances,  rules,  and  cuftoms,  as  well  for  the 
falvatio7i  of  mannes  life,  as  for  to  afchewe  many 
"  mifchiefs  and  inconvenients,"  &.c.  there  is  a  law, 
with  a  penalty  of  a  hundred  fhilHngs  (a  great  funi 
for  the  time),  if  any  ftewholder  keeps  women  in  his 
houfe  habentes  nefandam  infirmitatem ;  or,  as  it  is  af- 
terwards trdnflated,  having  any  ficknefs  of  brenning, 
I  could  adduce  a  number  of  fimilar  inftances,  but  I 
think  it  unneceflary  to  enlarge  any  further  upon  this 
fubjedt  here;  I  rather  refer  my  curious  readers  to  Dr, 
Henjlcr*^  book,  where  they  will  find  a  complete  evi- 
dence from  hiftorical  fads. — But  to  fix  the  precife 
year  or  time  when  that  dreadful  epidemical  diforder, 
with  horrid  exulcerations  and  monftrous  excrefcences 
on  the  Ikin,  with"  an  intolerably  ftinking  ichorous 
difcharge  from  the  fame,  fwelling  and  caries  of  the 

B  bones, 

♦  See  PhUofoph.  Tranfaaions,  Vol.  XXX.  p:  830,  &c.  ari'ct 
V»l.  XXXL 
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bones,  tormenting  the  patients  with  excruciating 
pains,  called  at  the  ti.mes  the  Gallic  Difeafe  (wjjibus 
GaUicus),  and  which  foon  after  obtained  the  more 
proper  name  of  Venereal  Difeafe  f/z/cr  venerea  JyphU 
lis  J,  M  appeared  in  Europe,  is  diflkult  and  per-» 
haps  impofTible  exadlly  to  determine :  fo  much  is  cer^ 
tain,  that  this  new  difeafe  broke  out  towards  the  end 
of  the  fifteenth  century,  between  the  years  1484  and 
1494;  and  from  the  feyeral  writers  of  thofe  times,  and 
the  critical  inquhies  made  by,. the  late  Pr.  Sanchez*, 
and  more  particularly  by  the  laft  mentioned  ingenu 
ous  Dr.  Henjler,  it  is  highly  probable  that  this  difeafe 
had  really  exifted -in  Europe  feveral  years  before  Co- 
lumhus  firfl  returned  from  the  Caribbee  iflands. 

Ir  is,  at  leaft,  undoubtedly  wrong  in  us,  to  conj 
elude  that  the  difeafe  was  brought  to  Europe  from 
the  Weft  Indies,  becaufe  it  appeared  and  became 
epidemic  here  at  the  time  when  Columbus  returned 
from  his  firft  voyage  1493  :  or  tC  fay,  that,  becaufe 
it  had  been  epidemic  there,  it  was  brought  from 
thence  to  us.  I  think  it  might  be  equally  reafon- 
able  to  allege,  that  it  was  brought  into  different  parts 
of  the  globe  by  the  fame  caufe,  at  the  fame  time. 
However,  fo  far  down  as  to  the'middle  of  the  fixteenth 
century,  this  difeafe  was  unknown  altogether  in 
South-weft  America  ;  and  in  fome  parts  of  North 
America,  it  was  not  yet  known  of  late.  Curious 
and  remarkable  it  is,  that  the  firft  twenty  years  after 

the 

*  See  D'ffertation  fur  I'origine  de  la  maladie  vcnerienne.  nnd 
Examen  hUtoiiquc  fur  I'apparitioii  de  la  maladie  ycneiienao  cn 
Europe* 
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the  appearance  of  this  new  and  peculiar  difeafe,  it 
was  afcribed  to  a  pellilential  temperature  of  the  air; 
and  nobodj,  neither  phyfician,  nor  any  other  perfon, 
had  the  leaft  idea  or  fufpiGiDn  of  its  being  ever  com- 
municated by  coition,  or  in  the  leaft  connected  with 
any  dilcharge  from'  the  "^yrethra  or  ulcers  of  the 
genitals. 

Indeed  no  mention  is  made  by  any  of  the  earlier 
writers  on  the  venereal  difeafe,  of  the  genitals  being 
any  way  ever  affe6led  ;  and  the  difeafe  was  at-  tha:t 
period  looked  upon  as  a  kind  of  plague  fPeJiis,  Mor- 
bus Pejlilentialis^).  Only,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
lixteenth  century,  Pin6hr,  Torella,  and  Almenar,  firft 
mention,  that  the  venereal  difeafe  begins  in  the  ge- 
nitals, and  from  thence  is  fpread  and  diffeminated  ; 
which,  however,  was  at  the  tiine  denied  by  others 
to  be  always  the;  cafq. 

Was  this  new  cutaneous  difeafe  really  a  different 
difeafe  at  the  time  ?  and  was  it  only  afterwards,  by 
being  united  or  blended  with  the  virus  that  produ- 
ced blennorrhagias  and  ulcers  of  the  genitals  long  be- 
fore, that  it  transformed  itfelf,  if  1  might  fay  fo,  in- 
to our  prefent  fyphilis  ?  Were  the  local  difeafes  of 
the  genitals  of  former  ages,  and  the  cutaneous  epi- 
demic plague  of  the  hfteenth  century,  two  different 
difeafes  ? 

Whether  the  venereal  poifon  can  be  abforbed  in- 
to the  fyllem,  without  a  previous  excoriation  or  ul- 
ceration of  the  genitals,  or  fome  other  parts  ot  the 
furface  ot  the  body,  was,  as  I  mentioned  m  the  for- 

B  2  mer 
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mer  editions  of  this  book,  ftill  a  matter  of  doubt. 
Several  cafes  liowcver,  which  occurred  to  me  and  to 
others,  render  it  highly  probable,  if  not  certain,  that 
the  poifoii  really  is  now  and  then  abforbed,  without 
jany  previous  excoriation  or  ulceration  whatfoever^ 
and  thus  produces  buboci  and  other  venereal  fymp- 
toms  in  the  body.. 

It  has  been,  aflerted  by  the  earlieft  and  even  by 
fome  late  writers,  that  it  may  be  caught  by  lying  in 
the  fame  bed  or  living  in  the  fame  room  with  or  af- 
ter an  infeded  perfon  *.  ''  What  may  have  been  the 
cafe  at  the  commencement  of  this  difeaie,  I  cannot 
fay  ;  but,  from  the  moft  accurate  obfervations  and 
experiments  1  have  made  upon  the  fubjed,  I  have 
never  been  able  to  confirm  this  to  be  the  cafe  in  our 

times. 

*  The  difeafe,  in  its  origin,  roufl  have  been  very  contagious 
Indeed,  or,  at  leaft,  been  fulpe^led  to  be  fo  ;  becaufe.  in  the 
year  1529,  in  Nivember,  when  Cardinal  WoKey,  King  Henry 
Vlllth's  prime  miniftcr,  was  accufed,  amongft  other  articles  of 
charge  brought  againft  him  by  the  Houfc  of  Lords,  the  very  re- 
markable one  is,  his  whifpering  in  the  King's  ear,  knowing  him- 
'  felf  to  be  affcfted  with  venereal  dittempers.  See  Hume's  Hi/1. 
Vol.  IV./).  451,  note  C. 

Scbeliig,  a  German  phyfician,  the  earlieft  writer  on  this  dif- 
eafe, who  wrote  in  the  year  1494  or  1495,  fays,  that  the  poifon 
is  very  fubtle,  and  ealily  proves  contagious,  not  only  by  the  air, 
breath,  or  habitation  in  the  fame  room,  but  alfo  by  the  clothes 
•which  had  been  worn  by  infedled  people. 

The  Sibbens  io  Scotland  is  now-a  days  caught,  not  only  by  ly- 
ing in  bed  with,  but  alfo  on  the  flighteft  touching  of  the  perfor 
affeftcd.  But  this  diforder  fecms  to  be  a  dift  afe  compofcd  of  the 
itch  and  the  lues  j  and  may  therefore  be  eafily  cummuiucatcd  by 
the  touch. 
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times.  Nor  do  we  ever  fee  nurfes  infefled  in  the 
Lock  Hofpital,  wliere  they  hve  night  and  day  with 
patients  in  all  ftages  of  the  diitemper.  The  fad 
feems  to  be,  that  patients  in  our  times  are  apt  to  im- 
.pofe  upon  themfelves,  or  upon  phyficians  and'fur- 
geons,  with  regard  to  this  matter ;  and  the  above 
opinion  eafily  gains  ground  among  the  vulgar,  efpe- 
cially  in  countries  where  people  are  more  influenced 
by  prejudices,  fuperftition,  fervile  fituation  in  life,  or 
other  circumdances.  Hence  we  fometiraes  hear  the 
moft  ridiculous  accounts  given  in  thofe  countries,  by 
friars  and  common  foldiers,  of  the  manner  by  which 
they  came  to  this  diforder :  Such  as  piles,^  gravel, 
colics,  contulions,  fevers,  httle-houfes,  lying  in  fuf*. 
peeled  beds,  or  lying  in  a  bed  with  a  fufpeded  per- 
fon,  retention  o£  the  femen,  coitus  with  a  woman 
in  menftruation,  the  ufe  of  cyder,  bad  wine  or  beer, 
&c. 

Another  queftion,  which  I  am  equally  unable  to 
decide,  is,  Whether  the  veneral  poifon  ever  infeds 
any  fluid  of  our  body  befides  the  mucous  and  lym- 
phatic fyftem.  Hence  I  am  in-doubt,  whether  the 
venereal  poifon  in  an  infeded  woman  ever  affeds  the 
milk ;  and  confequently  whether  the  infedion  can 
thus  be  conveyed  to  the  infant  by  the  milk  alone, 
without  any  venereal  ulcers  on  or  about  the  nipples. 
It  is  equally  a  matter  of  uncertainty  to  me,  whether 
the  venereal  difeafe  is  ever  conveyed  from  an  infed- 
ed father  or  mother,  by  coition,  to  the  foetus,  pro- 
vided their  genitals  are  found  :  or,  whether  a  child 
is  ever  atfeded  with  venereal  fymptoms  in  the  ute- 
rus of  an  infeded  mother.    Such  infeded  infants  as 

came 
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came  under  niy  own  obfervation,  or  that  of  my 
friends,  vvhofe  pradlice  affords  them  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  feeing  new-born  hifants,  fcerned  rather  to 
mihtate  againft  the  opinion.  Neither  I  myfelf,  nor 
any  of  them,  have  ever  been  able  to  obferve  ulcers 
or  other  fymptoms  of  a  venereal  kind  upon  new-born 
children  ;  and  fuch  as  make  their  appearance  four, 
fix,  eight,  or  more  days  afterwards,  on  -the  genitals, 
anus,  lips,  mouth,  &-c.  may  rather  be  fuppofed  to  a- 
rife  by  infedion  during  the  paffage  from  ulcers  in  the 
vagina  of  the  moiher;  the  ikin  of  the  infant  being 
'then  nearly  in  as  tender  a  (late  as  the  glans  penis  or 
the  labia ;  and  this  is  perhaps  the  time  when  an  ab- 
forption  of  the  venereal  poiibn  might  eafier  take  place 
without  a  previous  excoriation  or  ulceration  of  the 
•fkin. 

All  the  ways,  therefore,  by  which  we  fee,  in  our 
days,  the  venereal  poifon  communicated  from  an  un- 
healthy to  an  healthy  perfon,  may  be  reduced  to  the 
following  heads: 

I .  By  the  coition  of  an  healthy  perfon  with  another 
who  is  ivfeSted  with  venereal  fymptoms  of  the  genitals. 

1.  By  the  coition  of  an  healthy  perfon  with  another 
apparmly  healthy,  in  whofe  genitals  the  poifon  lies  con- 
cealed, without  having  yet  produced  any  bad  fymptoms, 
Thus,  a  woman  who  has  perhaps  received  the  in- 
fedion  from  a  man  two  or  three  days  before,  may, 
during  that  time,  infed,  and  often  does  infed,  the 
man  or  men  who  have  to  do  wiih  her  afterwards,' 
without  having  any  fymptom  of  the  difeafe  vifible 

upon 
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Upon  herfelf;  and,  vice  verfa,  a  man  may  infeft  a 
woman  in  the  lame  manner.  Sacli  iiiltanGes  occur 
in  pradlice  every  day. 

3.  By  fucking.  In  this  cafe,  the  nipples  of  the  wet 
nurfe  may  be  infedted  by  venereal  ulcers  in  the  mouth 
of  the  chltd;  or,  vice  verfa,  the  nipples  of  the  nurfe 
being  inf'ided,  wiir  occafion  venereal  ulcers  in  the 
child's  nofe,  mouth,  or  hps.  I  have  mentioned  a- 
bove,  that  I  was  uncertain,  whether  the  venereal 
poifon  was  ever  propagated  by  means  of  the  milk 
from  the  breaft. 

4.  By  expojiiig  to  the  cordaEl  of  the  venereal  poifoti 
^ny  part  of  the  furface  of  the  body,  by  kilfing,  touch- 
ing, &-C.  efpecially  if  the  parts  fo  expofed  have  been 
previouily  excoriated,  wounded,  or  ulcerated,  by 
any  caufe  whatever.  In  this  manner  we  frequently 
fee  venereal  ulcers  arife  in  the  fcrotum  and  thighs ; 
and  there  are  feme  well-attefted  inftances  where  the 
infection  took  place  in  the  fingers  of  midwives  or 
lurgeons.  I  have  likewife  feen  feveral  inftances  of 
venereal  ulcers  in  the  noftrils,  eye-lids,  and  lips,  of 
perfons  who  had  touched  their  own  genitals,  or  thofe 
of  others,  affedted  at  the  time  with  local  venereal 
complaints,  and  then  rubbed  their  noftrils,  &-c.  with 
the  fingers,  without  pre vioufly  walliing  the  hands. 

We  had  a  few  years  ago  here  in  London,  a  melan- 
choly example  of  a  young  lady,  who,  after  having 
drawn  a  decayed  tooth,  and  replaced  it  with  one 
taken  immediately  from  a  young  woman  apparently 
in  perfed  health,  was  foon  after  affected  with  an  ulcer 

in 
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in  the  mouth.  The  fore  Tnanifelled  fymptoms  of  a 
venereal  nature  :  but  fuch  was  its  obftinacy,  that  it 
refifted  the  mofl:  powerful  mercurial  remedies,  termi- 
nating at  lafi:  in  a  caries  of  the  maxilla,  with  a  moft 
ihocking  erofion  of  the  mouth  and  face ;  by  which 
thf  unhappy  patient  was  deftroyed  :  during  all  this, 
however,  we  are  informed,  that  not  the  fmalleft  ve- 
nereal fymptom  was  perceived  in  the  woman  from 
'whom  the  found  tooth  was  procured. 

5.  By  wounding  any  part  of  the  body  with  a  lancet 
or  knife  infected  with  the  'venereal  virus.  In  this  in- 
ftance  there  is  a  fimilarity  between  the  venereal  poi- 
fon  and  that  of  the  fmall-pox.  We  have  feveral 
examples  of  the  latter  being  produced  by  bleeding 
with  a  lancet  which  had  been  pfevioufly  employed 
for  the  purpofe  of  inoculation,  or  of  opening  vario- 
lus  puftules,  without  being  properly  cleaned  after- 
wards. In  Moravia,  in  the  year  1577,  ^  number  of 
perfons  who,  being  aflembled  in  a  houfe  for  bathingi 
had  themfelves,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  that  time; 
fcarified  by  the  barber,  were  all  of  them  infecled 
with  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  treated  accordingly. 
Krato  the.  phyfician,  and  fordan  who  gave  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  this  diftemper,  are  both  of  opinion  that  it  was 
communicated  by  means  of  the  fcarifyinginftrument. 
And  Van  Swieten- relates  feveral  inftances  where  the 
lues  was  communicated  by  a  limilar  careleflhefs  in 
cleaning  the.  inftrument  ufed  in  bleeding  or  Jtarifi- 
cation. 

I 

No  branch  of  the  medical  art  has,  as  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends,  received  fo  many  valuable  im* 

provements 
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provements  from  modern  pradlice.as  the  treatment 
of  the  diiferent  venereal  complaints.  Thefc  improve- 
ments, I  venture  to  fay,  .were  principally  made,  be- 
caufe  medical  men  themtelves  were  as  much  fubjed 
to  thefe  complaints  as  any  other  perfon  ;  and  I  be- 
lieve, that  amongft  the  variou  difeafes  to  which 
mankind  are  fubjed,  there  is  none  of  which  the  cure 
is  now  more  eafy  and  certain  than  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe,  if  properly  nd  judicioufly  treated  :  but  i^,  on 
the  other  lide,  negleded,  or  unfKillfully  treated,  we 
fee  it  often  not  only  extremely  obftinate,  but  fome- 
times  incurable  and  fatal ;  and  it  is  a"  well-known 
truth,  that  many  perfons  have  their  conftitution 
broken,  and  fuffer  more  by  the  prepofterous  treat- 
ment than  by  the  difeafe  itfclf.  Yet  there  is  fcarce 
any  difeafe  in  which  more  people  pretend  to  Ikill 
than  in  this ;  and  among  the  whole  herd  of  quacks, 
there  is  hardly  one  who,  does  not  pretend  to  fome  fu- 
perior  knowledge,  or  to  the  pofTeffion  of  fome  parti- 
cular noftrum,  which  he  "fets  forth  as  the  beft  and 
mofc  infallible  rem.edy  for  this  difor(ler  in  all  its  va- 
rious ftages.  Thus,  with  confummate  impudence 
they  impofe  on  fuch  patients  as  have  the  misfortune 
to  fall  into  their  hands,  and  who,  fooner  or  later, 
generally  fufi'er  feverely  for  their  credulity  ;  v.-here- 
as  it  is  beyond  doubt,  that  the  cure  of  this  difiemper 
in  all  its  various  ftages,  requires,  not  only  a  great  de- 
gree of  judgment  in  the  choice  and  dofe  of  the  me- 
dicines, but  likewife  fuch  an  exacl  knowledge  of 
the  conftitution  of  the  patient,  as  is  not  to  be  obtain- 
ed'but  by  attentive  experience  and  judicious  ol^fer- 
vation.  Hence  more  than  common  abilities  are  often 
;",equifite  perfcdly  and  radically  to  cure  a  confn-med 

C  lues, 
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lues,  or  venereal  complaints  which  have  been  pre- 
pofterouily  treated.  The  great  number  of  unfortu- 
nate victims  to  ignorance  and  rapacity,  which  we 
flaily  fee,  are  but  fo  many  confirmations  of  the  truth 
of  this  affertion. 

From  the  moft  authentic  accounts,  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  venereal  complaints  were  formerly 
much  more  dreadful,  violent,  and  even  not  unfre- 
quently  fatal.  This  is  generally  imputed  to  the  more 
malignant  nature  of  the  poifon  at  that  time;  and  it  is 
imagined  that  it  afterwards  grew  more  mild.  This  may 
indeed  be  true  in  fome  refpeds;  though,  on  the  other 
fide,  I  have  feen  the  difeafe,  with  all  its  different  fymp- 
toms,  in  a  number  of  inftances,  as  violent  and  invete- 
rate as  ever  defcribed  by  any  author  of  the  fixteenth 
or  Seventeenth  century.  We  fee,  however,  in  general, 
thofe  dreadful  complaints  now  by  far  not  fo  often  in 
Jlurope.    This  may  indeed  be  partly  owing  to  the 
'  venereal  poifon  having  grown  milder  by  its  diffufion 
through  mankind  ;  but  greatly,  I  think,  to  the  im- 
provements made  in  the  treatment  of  this  difeafe, 
and  m.ore  efpecially  to  the  enlightened  principles  of 
hu^nanity  fpreading  all  over  Europe,  and  happily 
fucceeding  the  barbarous  fuperflition  and  cruelty  of 
former  times.    We  no  longer  abhor  or  expofe  thofe 
poor  unhappy  wretches  on  the  dunghill,  or  let  them  * 
die,  as  the  Kalmucks  do  their  brethren  and  children 
affeded  with  the  fraall-pox,  without  giving  them  the, 
Icafl  afTiflance  :  both  fexes,  being  in  our  times  lefs 
expofed  to  the  prejudice  of  others,  apply  fooner  for 
relief,  and-  obtain  it  more  eafily  from  more  humane 
and  better  inflruded  phyficians  and  furgeons ;  and 
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i  am  perfuaded  it  is  owing  principally  to  this,  that 
the  diieafe  is  not  only  lefs  frequent,  but  in  all  its  dif- 
ferent fymptoms  lefs  violent,  in  London,  than  in 
any  other  capital  in  Europe.    People  of  the  lower 
clafs  have  not  only  fo  many  places  where  they  ob- 
tain advice  and  medicines  from  unprejudiced  and 
Ikilful  perfons  for  nothing  ;  but  thofe  of  the  female 
fex,  who  would  perhaps  be  detained  by  lhame  from 
applying  to  fuch  a  place,  eahly  find  fome  benevolent 
perfon  who  will  give-them  money  to  fupport  them- 
felves  during  their  miferable  fituation  ;  and  as  eafily 
a  medical  man,  who  will  undertake  to  cure  them 
without  expedling  any  remuneration  whatfoever.  I 
know  this  is  no  where  the  cafe  on  the  continent  of 
Europe  :  befides ;  the  generality  of  their  phyficians 
and  furgeons,  not  having  the  advantage  of  fuch  a  li- 
beral education,  have  not  feldom  more  confined  no- 
tions of  morahty,  and  often  but  a  very  fuperficial 
knowledge  of  this  difeafe.    Our  phyficians  and  fur- 
geons, do  not  think  themfelves  authorifed  to  re- 
proach their  venereal  patients  with  their  mifery  in  a 
rude  and  inhuman  manner;  nor  are  they  fo  infatuated 
with  fuperftition,  as  to  believe,  and  look  upon  them- 
felves as  the  chofen  inftruments  of  heaven,  to  punilh 
thofe  poor  creatures  for  thofe  imaginary  crimes,  ra- 
ther than  to  reheve  them,  as  I  have  a  thoufand  times 
heard  even  in  feveral  great  capitals  on  different  partis 
of  the  continent.   Our  magiftrates  and  police  do 
not  force  thefe  wretches  into  a  prifon,  or  into  an 
hofpital  not  very  different  from  a  prifon  ;  but  they 
are  fatisfied  to  put  in  their  way  all  pofiible  means  to 
-procure  relief  for  themfelves.    In  other  countries, 
where  government  purfues  a  different  plan,  where 
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poor  venereal  patients  have  no  place  of  refort,  where 
they  are  expofed  to  die  of  hunger  during  the  cure,, 
or  where  they  are  even  intimidated  from  applying 
in  time  ;  in  thofe  countries  I  have  frequently  feen 
the  diforder  ip  its  moft  horrid  ftages,  and  fuch  as  are 
almoft  unknown  in  this  country.    In  fhort,  let  a 
pcrfon  make  the  tour  of  Europe,  and  only  take  no- 
tice of  the  venereal  patients,  as  well  as  thofe  who  are 
confined  in  hofpitals,  as  thofe  who  live  or  die  un- 
noticed, under  the  moll  horrid  fymptoms  of  this 
difeafe,  in  their  private  abodes;  and  he  will,  in  my 
opinion,  be  able  to  form  as  folid  a  judgment  of  the 
comparative  progrefs  of  enhghtened  principles  of 
governments  in  different  countries,  from  thefe  ob- 
fervations,  as  from  any  other  inquiry  whatfoever. 
He  vfiil  be  aftoniflied  to  find,  at  this  day  fuch  a  dif- 
ference between  the  feveral  governments  with  regard 
to  barbarity  and  humanity,  as  I  found  with  refpecl 
to  fcienee  and  learning,  not  many  years  ago,  between 
two  modern  univerfities;  I  mean  Goettingen  in  Ha- 
nover, and  Louvain  in  the  Netherlands.    In  the  for- 
mer, every  inftitution  feems  calculated  to  inculcate 
upon  the  minds  of  young  men  every  kind  of  ufeful. 
knowledge,  and  the  moft  liberal  principles  of  philan*  • 
thropy  ;  whereas,  in  the  latter,  every  thmg  feems; 
to  confpire  to  keep  the  youth  in  fuperflition  and  ig-^ 
norance,  and  to  engrave  in  their  hearts  ail  the  prin-^ 
ciples  of  intolerance  and  hatred  of  true  learning  of." 
every  kind,  for  which  we  now  fo  juiUy  blame  oar' 
forefathers. 

I  HAVE  at  leaft  hitherto  found,  in  my  different  tra- 
vels, the  fieq[uency  and  violence  of  venereal  com- 
plaints! 
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plaints  in  different  countries,  to  be  exadly  in  pro- 
portion  to  the  degree  in  which  knowledge  and  libe- 
ral principles  are  difleminated  among  the  different 
nations.  From  thefe  obfervations,  I  am  led  to  be- 
lieve, that  if  a  judicious  plan,  with  proper  regu;aticns 
and  precautions,  was  adopted  by  any  government, 
in  whatever  chmate,  all  the  violent  fymptoms  of  the 
venereal  difeafe  would  not  only  be  rendered  uncom- 
mon, but  the  difeafe  itfelf  might  be,  if  not  entirely 
eradicated,  at  lead  greatly  diminifhed  in  its  frequen- 
cy :  But  fuch  a  plan,  though  eafily  conceived  and 
ex^ecuted,  feems  not  yet  adapted  to  the  tafte  of  the 
prefent  age,  but  rather  calculated  for  our  humane, 
lefs  prejudiced,  and  more  enh^htened  pofterity. 
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CHAP.  11. 


On  the  Blennorrhagia  or  Clajp, 

The  Clap*  is.?,  local  inflammation,  attended  with  the 
difcharge  of  a  puriform  matter  from  the  lacunas  or 
mucous  glands  of  the  urethra  in  men,  and  from  thofe 
of  the  labia  or  vagina  in  women ;  accompanied  with 
a  frequent  defire  of  making  water,  occafioning  a 
fcalding,  or  pricking  and  burning  pain,  during  the 

time 

*  This  difeafe  occurs  In  the  Latin  authors  under  the  different 
denominations  of  Gonorrhaa,  G.  Virulenta,  G.  Venerea^  Fluor 
Albus  Malignus.  The  name  Gonorrhaa  is  derived  from  the  Greek 
yoit),  gemtura,  Jcmen,  And  fia,  Jluo,  i.  e.  Jiuxus  feminis ;  which  is 
a  very  improper  name  for  the  difordcr  in  queftion,  becaufe  it  con- 
veys an  erroneous  idea.  The  name  Gonorrrbcea  implies  a  dif- 
charge of  femen,  which  never  takes  place  in  this  diforder.  If  a 
Greek  name  is  to  be  retained,  I  would  call  it  Blennorrhagia ^ 
from^Sxfyv©',  mucus,  and  f>(a,£uo,  i.e.  Mucifluxus  ^aBivus  i)  and  thus 
diflingullh  it  both  from  real  gonorrhoeas  and  from  gleets ;  to  which 
latter  I  would  give  the  name  Blennorrhea,  Mucifluxus  (^pajjivus^ 
i.  e.  without  phlogiftic  fymptoms.  In  Englifh,  the  difeafe  is  com- 
monly called  a  Clap,  from  the  old  French  word  clapiers ;  which 
were  public  ftiops  kept  and  inhabited  by  fingle  proftitutes,  and 
generally  confined  to  a  particular  quarter  of  the  town,  as  we  fee 
flill  to- day  in  feveral  of  the  great  towns  in  Italy;  in  German,  a 
Tripper,  from  dripping-,  and  in  French,  a  Chaude-pijfe,  from  the 
heat  and  fcalding  in  making  water:  names  derived  from  the  prin- 
cipal fymptoms-of  the  difeafe;  See  the  Nofological  Table  of  this 
(iifeafe  at  the  ead  of  the  following  chapter. 
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Time  of  its  parage;  which  may  arife  from  any  acrid 
ftimiilus,  but  more  efpecially  and  generally  from  the 
venereal  poifon  applied  to  thofe  parts. 

This  diftemper,  we  may  obferve,  i.  Is  a  local  in- 
flammation ;  and  therefore,  like  all  thofe  of  the  fame 
kind,  does  but  feldom  affect  the  whole  fyftem. 

2.  The  difcharge,  though  the  matter  has  a  puru- 
lent appearance,  is  not  a  real  pus,  much  lefs  femen^ 
as  fome  patients  fancy.  The  matter  difcharged  is 
nothing  elfe  but  merely  the  mucus  of  the  urethra  or 
vagina  fecreted  in  a  larger  quantity  than  ufual,  and 
changed  in  its  colour  and  conliftence  by  the  ftimu- 
lus  apphed  to  thefe  parts ;  hke  the  mucous  difcharge 
from  the  nofe  or  lungs  in  a  coryza,  or  cough  from 
cold,  where  the  mucus  alTumes  nearly  the  fame  pu- 
rulent appearance:  for  which  reafonlgave  it  the  new, 
but  I  hope  proper,  nmne  puriform. — It  is  an  errone- 
ous notion,  that  this  difcharge  arifes  always  from  an 
ulcer  in  the  urethra.  In  ninety-nine  out  of  an  hun- 
dred claps,  perhaps  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  an  ul- 
cer; but  the  difeafe  is  merely  a  fuperficial  eryfipe- 
latous  inflammation  of  the  internal  membrane  of  the 
urethra,  like  that  above-mentioned  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  nofe  or  lungs  from  cold*.    For  in 

this 

*  This  has  been  hitherto  rather  fuppofed,  than  proved  by  any 
direft  faft.  Anatomifls,  examining  the  urethra  of  men  who  had 
laboured  during  their  lifetime  repeatedly  under  claps,  found,  af- 
ter death,  no  cicatrix  in  the  urethra  j  and  thence  the  conclufion 
was  drawn,  that  thofe  difcharges  were  generally  not  accompanied 
with  an  ulceration.  This,  however,  would  prpve  little  or  nothing  j 
becaufe  we  fee  daily,  that  (hankers  on  the  prcjJuce  or  glans,  though 

foinctimes 
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this  laft  cafe,  though  the  difcharge  has  much  the  ap. 
pearance  of  purulent  matter,  we  know  that  it  does  not 
proceed  from  an  ulcer  in  the  nofe  or  lungs.  Thus 
we  may  eafily  account  for  the  quantity  of  the  mat- 
ter difcharged;  and  have  no  reafon  to  be  furprifed 
that  fo  large  an  excretion  as  is  frequently  obferved 
in  violent  claps,  fhould  fo  little  affed  the  conftltu- 
tion:  while  if  an  equal  quantity  of  femen,  or  real  pus, 
was  difcharged,  we  fhould  find  the  conftitution  and 
flrength  of  our  patients  materially  injured  ;  v/hich, 
however,  is  hardly  ever  the  cafe,  even  in  the  molt 
virulent  clap. 

3.  I  HAVE  faid,  that  the  difcharge,  though  moll 
generally  arifmg  from  the  venereai  vn-us,  may  pro- 
ceed from  any  flimulus  fufficiently  ftrong  applied  to 
the  urethra.  To  difcufsthis  latter  fubject  more  fully, 
I  fhall  confider  it  under  the  three  following  heads. 

I.  I  AM  of  opinion,  that  claps,  "  ariling  from  an 

"  external 

fometimes  pretty  deep,  go  off,  and  are  a  fliort  time  after  fo  obli- 
terated, as  not  to  leave  the  Icafl  mark  of  a  former  ulcer  or  cica* 
trifaiion  behind.  To  conclude  thence  that  there  has  never  bten 
any  ulcer,  becaufe  in  fuch  a  cadaver  we  find  no  cicatrifation  on 
the  prepuce  or  glans,  would  in  this  cafe  be  evidently  wrong. 
But  what  anatomifts  have  hitherto  only  fuppofed,  is  now  made 
evident  by  an  obfervation  of  my  friend  Dr.  Sto//,  profeffor  of  the 
pradice  of  phyfic  at  Vienna.  He  dilTedted  a  man  who  died  in 
his  hofpital  while  labouring  under  a  virulent  clap.  On  opening 
the  urethra  carefully,  he  found  its  internal  furface  preternaturaliy 
.  red}  two  of  the  lymphatics  white  and  enlarged j  and  the  puri- 
form  matter  tiozing  out  from  the  internal  membrane,  cfpecially 
It  the  lacuna,  where  the  feat  of  the  diforder  was,  vfithout  the 
kaft  appearance  of  an  ulceration  or  excoriation. 
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external  caufe,  are  adtually  excited  by  the  ftimulus 
"  applied  to  the  cavity  of  the  urethra  itfelf;"  and 
that  confequently,  in  coition,  the  virulent  mucus  of 
the  vagina  is  driven,  or,  if  I  might  fo  fay,  pumped 
or  forced  into  the  urethra,  and  not,  as  fome  writers 
have  imagined,  abforbed  by  the  lymphatics  of  the 
glans  penis,  and  thence  depofited  at  the  lacuna  un- 
der the  frcenum.- — If  fuch  an  abforption  adually  took 
place,  v,-e  fhould  every  day  obferve  virulent  runnings 
originally  feated  low  down  in  the  urethra,  as  well  as 
under  the  fraenum ;  whereas  this  is  feldom  or  never 
the  cafe.    The  feat  of  thefe  runnings  is  always  ori- 

iginally  in  the  lacuna  Morgagni,  under  the  frsenum;  . 
and  thofe  which  are  found  to  have  their  feat  at  the 
curvatura  penis,  or  lower  down  in  the  urethra,  are 

-hot  fo  at  the  commencement  of  the  difeafe,  or  arife 
from  an  internal  eaufe. ,  What  has  been  faid  of  the 
impoffibihty  of  fuch  an  immediate  apphcation  of  the 
virus  to  the  infide  of  the  urethra,  becaufe  its  orifice 
is  clofely  fhut  up  during  ere£tion,  and  therefore  ad- 
mits not  of  any  fuch  introdudion,  appears  to  me  only 

•to  ht  reafoning  from  an  ill-grounded  theory*. 

II.  I  SHALL  prove,  both  from  well-eftabhfhed  prin- 
.  ciples,  and  from  pra^lical  obfervations,  "  that  claps 
not  only  may,  but  mofl  frequently  do,  arife  from 
"  the  fame  venereal  poifon  which,  apphed  to  other 

D  *'  parts  > 

*  What  is  faid  here  relates  only  to  thofe  claps  which  arife  from 
a  caufe  externally  applied.  But  though  venereal  blennorrhagias 
do  generally  arife  from  an  external  caufe,  it  is  highly  probable  to 
me,  that  they  may  fometiraes  be  excited  by  the  venereal  or  any 
other  acrid  matter  depofited  from  the  mafs. 
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*'  parts  of  the  body,  produces  fhankers,  or  ether 
fymptoms  of  the  lues." — It  has  of  late  been  aflert- 
ed,  even  by  forae  phyficians  of  eminence,  that  the 
poifon  which  produces  a  clap  is  different  from  that 
which  produces  the  lues;  and  feveral  fpecious  argu- 
ments hate  been  brought  in  favour  of  this  para- 
doxical opinion.  This  difpute  concerning  the  na- 
ture of  claps,  leads  me  into  a  difcuflion  the  more 
agreeable,  as  it  is  of  confiderable  importance  in  prac- 
tice; and  as  experiments  and  obfervations  will,  I 
think,  enable  me  to  prove  not  only  the  contrary^ 
but  perfedlly  to  reconcile  the  different  opinions,  and 
thus  fet  the  matter  in  a  clear  light,  and  free  it  from 
that  obfcurity  in  which  it  has  been  hitherto  involv- 
ed. I  enter  therefore  into  the  difcuflion  of  this  fub- 
jedl  with  the  confideration  of  the  different  reafons  al- 
leged for  that  favourite^dodrine. 

Firjl,  It  \s  idiid,  T\i2tX  the  poifon  which  produces  the 
clap  does  never,  like  that  of  JJjankers,  produce  any  ve-^ 
nereal  fymptomrin  the  mafs,  or  the  lues  itfelf  To  this 
I  reply,  that  thougli  a  lues  is  feldom  produced  by  a 
blennorrhagia,  yet  we,  are  by  no  means  to  look  up- 
on this  as  univerfally  true.  The  reafon  why  claps 
do  not,  like  fhankers,  conftantly  produce  the  lues, 
is^  that  moil  ofthera,  if  not  ill  treated,  excite  only 
■  a  fuperficial  inflammation  innhe  internal  membrane 
of  the  urethra,  without  any  ulceration.  Hence  ab- 
sorption cannot ,  eafily  take  place,  the  poifon  being 
out  of  the  courfe  of  the  circulation.  But  I  have 
feen  claps,  through  Injudicious  treatment,  or  where 
the  difeafe  had  been  originally  accompanied  with  an 
ulcer  of  the  urethra,  followed  by  the  moft  unequi- 
vocal 
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vocal  fymptoms  of  the  lues  itfelf.  The  rcafon  why 
the  venereal  poifon  indeed,  when  applied  to  the  ure- 
thra, does  not  fo  frequently  produce  ulcers  as  when 
applied  to  the  glans,  prepuce,  and  other  external 
parts,  is,  that  the  internal  membrane  of  the  urethra 
is  defended  by  a  large  quantity  of  mucus,  the  fecre- 
tion  of  which  is  moreover  augmented,  fometimes  to 
a  furprifing  degree,  by  the  prefent  ftimulus.  AS 
long  as  this  mucus  is  fecreted  in  fuch  abundance, 
the  poifon  is  inveloped,  the  urethra  defended,  and 
thus  the  foraiation  of  ulcers  efFedualiy  prevented : 
but  if,  either  from  the  violence  of  the  irritation,  ur 
from  any  other  caufe,  this  fecretion  is  diminifhed, 
or  if  by  improper  injedtions  the  mucus  be  walhed  a- 
way  while  fome  of  the  poifon  remains ;  1  am  of  opi- 
nion, from  more  than  twenty  inftances  which  occur^ 
red  to  nie,  that  in  nine  fuch  cafes  out  of  ten,  an  ex- 
coriation or  ulceration  of  the  urethra,  and.  fubfequent 
pox,  will  be  as  certainly  the  confequence,  as  from 
venereal  ulcers  in  any  other  part  of  the  body.  If 
there  was  the  fame  quantity  of  mucus  between  the 
perpuce  and  the  glans,  as  there  is  in  the  cavity  of  the 
urethra,  we  fhould  as  feldom  fee  ulcers  there  as  we 
do  in  the  urethra  in  cafes  of  fimple  blennorrhagia. 
We  obferve,  that  when  the  poifon  meets  there  with  a 
large  quantity  of  mucus,  as  is  fometimes  the  cafe,  it 
then  produces  no  ulcers,  but  only  a  great  fecretion 
of  puriform  mucus,  which  is  commonly  called  a  go- 
norrhoea fpuria,  but  which  with  more  propriety  may 
be  termed  a  Bknnorrhagia  bcdan'i,  i.  e.  an  adive  dif- 
charge  from  the  glans  or  corona  glandis.  The  rea- 
fon  why  this  kind  of  running  is  lefs  frequent  than 
thofe  from  the  urethra,  appears  to  me  to  be,  the 
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fmall  quantity  of  mucus  which  in  mofl  people  is  fc^ 
creted  in  thefe  parts;  whence  the  virus,  not  being 
fufficiently  diluted,  commonly  produces  thefe  erofi- 
ons,  or  venereal  ulcers,  called  lliankers.— This  like- 
wife  receives  a  conliderable  confirmation  from  the 
well-known  fa6t,  thz^t  women  very  feldcm  have 
fhankers  in  the  vagina  though  very  frequently  in  the 
labia  pudendi  and  nymphae.  The  mere  want  of  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  mucus  on  the  latter,  accounts, 
in  my  opinion,  fufficiently  for  this  effedt. 

Se€ondlyy  They  maintain.  That  the  poifon  of  the  clap 
never  produces  /bankers,  and  that  the  poifon  of  fhankers 
never  produces  a  clap. — In  confirmation  of  this  affer- 
tion,  it  has  been  faid,  that  a  perfon  who  has  fhank- 
ers will  never  communicate  any  other  complaint  but 
lhankers,  and  that  a  perfon  who  has  a  clap,  cannot 
communicate  any  thing  but  a  clap.  I  will  not  de- 
ny that  this  is  frequently  the  cafe  ;  but  repeated  and. 
attentive  obfervation  authorifes  me  to  fay,  that,  like 
tod  many  other  medical  writers,  they  have  drawa 
a  general  conclufion  from  a  few  ob.fervations  favour- 
able to  their  own  preconceived  opinion.  For  in 
many  cafes  where  I  had  occafion  to  examine  both 
parties,  I  have  been  convinced,  that  fhankers  were 
communicated  by  a  perfon  affeded  with  a  limple; 
clap ;  and,  vice  verfa,  that  a  virulent  clap  had  been 
the  confequence  of  an  infedlion  from  a  perfon  hav- 
ing fimple  lhankers  only.  But  there  is  a  more  ftrik^ 
ing  proof  than  this,  which  has  not  been  taken  notice 
of,  viz.  if  a  patient  afflided  with  a  venereal  running 
does  not  take  care  to  keep  the  prepuce  and  glans 
perfedlly  clean,  fliankers  wall  very  often  be  produ- 
ced; 
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ced ;  the  caufe  of  which  may  evidently  be  traced  to 
the  matter  of  the  clap.  This  is  one  of  the  principal 
reafoiis  why,  in  cafes  of  blennorrhagia,  we  infift  fo 
much  on  the  parts  being  kept  clean;  experience 
having  taught  us,  that  lhankers  frequently  arife 
from  negligence  in  this  particular,  even  fometimes 
after  the  running  has  confiderably  abated.  For  the 
fame  reafon,  I  conftantly  order  thofe  patients  to 
keep  their  hands  clean  ;  having  feen  repeated  inftan-r 
ces  of  venereal  ulcers  in  the  nofe  and  eye-lids  being 
the  confequence  of  this  negled:.  But  befides  this, 
will  any  man  of  the  medical  profeffion  doubt,  that 
matter  taken  from  a  lhanker,  and  applied  to  the 
urethea,  would  not  produce  a  clap  This  is  an  ex- 
periment which  I  certainly  Ihould  not  venture  to  try 
on  myfelf.  I  mult  conclude,  therefore,  that  though 
writers  who  have  affigned  this  fecond  reafon,  may  be 
right  in  a  few  cafes  which  fell  under  their  own  ob- 
fervation,  they  are  wrong  in  deducing  a  general  rule 
from  a  few  facts ;  as  I  myfelf  would  be,  in  conclud- 
ing from  feveral  contrary  inftances  which  I  have  ob- 
ferved,  that  a  clap  always  communicates  fhankers, 
and  fhankers  always  a  clap.  Some  cafes  of  this  kind 
I  have  feen,  as  already  mentioned,  where  in  the 
fourth  or  fifth  week  of  an  ill-treated  clap,  or  from 
a  neglea  of  external  cleanhnefs,  lhankers  haye  been 
produced  in  places  that  had  been  perfcdily  well  be- 
fore :  but  this  furely  would  be  a  very  flender  reafon 
for  alTerting  that  fuch  is  always  the  cafe.  Thefe 
fhankers  arifmg  from  the  matter  of  a  clap,  were,  to 
ray  obfervation,  conftantly  as  virulent  and  infedious 
as  original  ones  ;  and,  hke  thefe,  when  left  to  them- 
felves,  produced  the  fame  pernicious  fymptoms  in 

the 
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the  body ;  and  if.  a  perfon  who  has  fuch  ulcers  way 
to  believe  that  they  are  not  venereal,  nor  capable  of 
bringing  on  the  lues,  becaufe  they  fo  plainly  origi- 
nated from  the  matter  of  a  clap,  he  certainly  would 
find  himfelf  raoft  difagrecabiy  miftaken. 

Thirdly,  The  laft,  and  in  their  opinion  the  moft 
unanfwerable,  reafon  for  believing  that  the  virus  of 
a  clap  and  of  a  confirmed  lues  are  materially  diffe- 
rent is,  as  they  fay.  That  mercury  never  contributes 
tOy  or  accelerates,  the  cure  of  a  clap  ;  hut  that,  on  the 
contrary,  every  hlennorrhagia  may  be  certainly  cured 
•without  mercury,  and  without  any  danger  of  leaving 
the  lues  behind. — To  this  I  reply,  That  it  is  indeed  a 
certain  and  authenticated  fad,  that  a  great  many 
claps  may  be,  and  are,  cured  without  mercury.  I 
have  feen  many  inftances,  where  water,  drunk  for  a 
confiderable  time,  has  cured  the  clap  fully  as  well 
as  any  medicine  whatever.  Nature  is  very  often 
able  to  effe(^t  a  cure  in  acute  diftempers,  if  we  would 
allow  her  to  proceed  undifturbed  in  her  operations. 
Nature,  when  irritated  by  the  poifon,  will  excite  a 
greater  fecretion  of  mucus  than  ufual,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  lachrymal  gland  pours  out  a  larger 
quantity  of  water  when  a  grain  of  fand  falls  into  the 
eye.  This  larger  quantity  of  mucus  anfwers  the 
purpofe  of  diluting  the  poifon  as  effedlually  as  any 
medicine  artificially  injedled.  Befides,  the  poifon  is 
by  this  means  not  only  diluted,  but  carried  off  in 
part  by  the  running ;  and  the  modern  pradice  of 
curing  claps,  by  injecling  fweet  oil,  or  other  muci- 
laginous liquors,  into  the  urethea,  does  nothing  but 
affifi  nature  in  this  fulutary  work. 

But 
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But  though  I  allow  that  claps  may  generally  be 
cured  without  mercury,  yet  repeated  experience  has 
fhown  me,  that  it  is  not  always  poffible  to  accomp- 
lifli  a  cure  in  fuch  an  agreeable  manner.  In  thbfe 
eafes  where  the  blennorrhagia  is  of  a  milder  kind, 
without  any  ulcer  or  excoriation  in  the  urethra,  it 
may  certainly  be  radically  cured  without  uling  a 
grain  of  mercury:  and  though  mercury  Ihould  be 
given  in  fuch  cafes  internally,  it  cannot  have  the 
leaft  eflfedl;  not  becaufe  the  difeafe  does  not  proceed 
from  a  venereal  poifon,  but  becaufe  it  lies  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  cirulation. 

To  what  is  further  alleged,  that  mercury  never 
ihows  any  power  in  accelerating  the  cure  of  a  blen- 
norrhagia, I  reply,  That  they  not  only  confound  the 
runnings  which  aiife  from  the  venereal  virus,  with 
thofe  which  are  occafiofied  by  other  caufes ;  but  that 
they  do  not  make  a  proper  diftindion  between  the 
internal  ufe  of  mercury  and  the  topical  application 
of  it.    I  readily  allow,  that  mercury  given  internal- 
ly cannot  cure  fimple  claps,  as  the  caufe  of  the  dif- 
eafe lies  out  of  its  reach.   But  the  fame  confequence 
cannot  be  drawn  concerning  its  topical  application. 
I  am  indeed  perfedlly  convinced,  not  only  that  mu- 
cilaginous injedions,  combined  with  mild  mercuri- 
al preparations,  contribute  to  the  cure,  but  that 
they  are  the  fafeft,  fpeedieft,  and  bell  of  all  me- 
thods for  that  purpofe :  though  I  do  not  deny,  that 
in  fimple  claps  mercury  applied  in  this  way  does  not 
always  produce  beneficial  effeds;  which,  however, 
is  often  owing,  I  think,  to  the  ufe  of  improper  me- 
dicines or  injections. 

It 
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■  It  mufl  alfo  be  obferved,  that  in  this  difpute,  tht 
contending  parties  feem  to  have  entirely  overlooked 
the  dirtindtion  between  the  funple  venereal  blennoiT- 
hagia  and  that  combined  with  an  ulceration  of  the 
urethra:  and  of  fuch  importance  is  it  to  attend  to 
.this  diftindion,  that  daily  experience  fliovvs  us,  that 
runnings  of  the  latter  kind  are  not  only  cured  more 
fafely  and  expeditioufly  by  the  ufe  of  mercury,  but 
that  they  are  very,  ofteii,  if  not  always,  totally  in- 
curable without  it;  and  that  the  gleets  remaining 
■after  thefe  claps,  though  they  obflinately  refill  all 
other  remedies,  yet  frequently  very  readily  yield  to 
the  ufe  of  mercury,  either  externally  or  internally 
applied.  I  can  even  affirm  with  certainty,  that  a 
gleet  of  this  latter  kind,  of  any  Handing,  can  never 

■  be  radically  Cured  without  it. 

t  NOW  proceed  to  examine  the  laft  part  of  this  ob- 
jedlion,  viz.  That  a  clap  never  leaves  a  lues  behindj 

•  This  they  have,  no  doubt,  very  frequently  obferv- 
ed ;  but  here  they  fall  into  the  fame  miftake  as  for- 
merly, by  not  diftinguifliing  fimple  claps  from  thofe 

^accompanied  with  an  ulceration  of^the  urethra.  In- 
deed it  muft  be  allowed,  that  an  abforption  caunot 
calily  take  place  in  fimple  blennorrhagias :  though 
I  confefs  it  to  be  yet  a  matter  of  doubt  with  me,  whe- 
ther *even  ixi  this  cafe  an  abforption  and  confequent 
lues  do  not  fometimes  happen;  at  leafl;  we  have  not 
a  fufficient  number  of  obfervations  to  determine  this 
point  with  certainty. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  cafe  in  fimj)le  blennorr- 
hagias, it  is  certain,  that  when, tiie  difeafe. is  accom- 
panied 
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panled  with  an  ulcer  of  the  urethra,  the  parts  are 
then  difpofed  to  an  abforption  of  the  virus.  In  r.hefe 
circumftances,  I  never  met  with  a  fingle  cafe  where 
this  abforption  did  not  take  place;  and,  if  early  re- 
courfe  was  not  had  to  mercury,  the  lues  nioft  cer. 
tainly  was  the  confequence.  I  have  alfo  met  with  fe- 
veral  inftances,  where,  from  the  accidental  wounding 
of  a  fmall  blood-velTel  in  the  urethra  by  the  unilcil- 
ful  application  of  the  fyringe  or  catheter,  the  virus 
of  a  fimple  clap  has  been  abforbed,  and  produ- 
ced  unequivocal  venereal  fymp'toms  in  the  fyilem; 
which,  notwithilanding  their  origin,  yielded  very 
readily  to  mercury.  We  may  therefore  afluredly 
conclude,  that  there  are  fome  claps  which  cannot  be 
cured  without  mercury ;  though  there  are  others 
which  may  be  removed  without  the  ufe  of  that  re- 
medy, and  without  any  bad  confequence  enfuing. 
An  account  ot  fome  inilances  which  carr  e  under  my 
obfervation,  will  fet  this  matter  in  a  clearer  light. 

A  YOUNG  man  of  about  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
inperfeft  health,  happened  to  be  infected  with  a  fim- 
ple blennorrhagia,  without  any  other  venereal  fymp- 
tom.  The  running  had  been  injudicioufly  flopped ; 
the  confequence  of  which  was  a  total  fuppreffion  of 
urine.  A  furgcon  was  called  ;  and  the  patient  be- 
ing unable  to  bear  any  longer  the  pain  from  the  dif- 
tention  of  the  bladder,  recourfe  was  had  to  the  ca- 
theter. But  on  approaching  the  neck  of  the  blad- 
der, a  great  refiftance  was  found,  which  prevented 
the  inftrument  from  being  further  introduced,  though 
every  poifible  method  was  tried.  After  waiting  a 
little  while,  a  fecond  attempt  was  made,  but  with- 
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out  fuccefs.    As  the  pain  increafed,  and  from  the 
accumulation  of  urine  there  was  great  danger  of  a 
rupture  of  the  bladder,  a  paffage  for  the  catheter 
was  at  laft  forced  with  as  little  violence  as  poffible; 
which  was  fucceeded  by  fome  drops  of  blood  from 
the  urethra,  and  followed  by  a  large  difcharge  of 
nrine.    By  proper  treatment  the  patient  recovered 
iji  a  few  days  from  this  dreadful  fymptom ;  the  run- 
ping  came  on  again ;  and,  in  a  ftioft  time  after,  he 
was,  as  we  imagined,  thoroughly  cured.    But  foon 
after,  although  there  had  not  been  the  leaft  appear- 
ance of  a  fhanker  throughout  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  difeafe,  an  exollofis,  with  a  violent  pain  about 
the  middle  of  the  Iternum,  made,  its  appearance. 
Mercury  was  adminiftered;  in  a  few  days  the  pa- 
tient found  himfelf  better,  and  in  five  v/eeks  was 
perfedlly  cured. — Now  from  an  attentive  confidera- 
tion  of  this  cafe,  I  would  alk  any  unprejudiced 
perfon,   Whether  it  is  not  reafonable  to  fuppofe, 
that  by  forcing  the  catheter  fome  velTel  had  been 
wounded,  in  confequence  of  which  the  abforption 
took  place;  that  the  patient  was  from  that  mo- 
ment infeded,  and  afterwards  cured  in  the  fame 
manner  as  if  he  had  received  the  infedion  from  a 
fhaoker 

■" , .  A 

*  The  different  period  of  time  at  which  the  venereal  difeafe 
and  the  blennorrhagia  firft  appeared,  has  alfo  been  urged  as  an 
argument  for  the  difference  between  the  virus  of  the  one  and 
that  of  the  other.  But  it  is  abfurd  to  cippofe  uncertainty  to 
uncertainty  :  we  are,  I  think,  as  ignorant  of  the  precife  period 
^yhcn  the  lues  firft  appeared,  as  we  are  of  that  of  the  clap.  It 
iias  been  affcrted,  that,  the  inhabitants  of  the  5outh-fea  iHands, 
thQUgh  afRiaed  with  the  lues,  are.yet  free  from  the  blennorrha. 
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A  GENTLEMAN  of  about  foitj  years  of  age,  who 
formerly  had  laboured  under  different  claps  within 
thefe  laft  five  or  fix  years,  got  one,  which  he  found, 
as  he  faid,  rather  mild,  without  much  pain  in  mak- 
ing water,  and  hardly  any  pain  in  eredlion  the  firfl: 
five  or  fix  days;  when,  after  violent  exercife,  he  felt  ' 
the  whole  urethra,  and  more  efpecially  the  neck  of 
the  bladder,  much  irritated ;  for  which,  however,  he 
took  nothing  but  a  mercurial  purgative,  and  rubbed 
into  the  perinasum  fome  mercurial  ointment  every 
day.  Thefe  fymptoms,  together  with  the  running, 
were  nearly  gone  in  eight  days  time,  leaving  only  a 
little  forenefs  in  the  perinaeum  behind.  Bat  the  com- 
plaint for  which  he  now  confulted  m6  was  a  pain  in 
the  xyphoid  cartilage,  fo  violent  indeed  that  he  even 
could  not  bear  the  touch.  I  advifed  him  to  rub  in 
fome  more  mercurial  ointment  into  the  perinseum  for 
two  days.  When  I  faw  him  again,  the  pain  was  not 
milder;  but  it  had  left  its  former  place,  and  occu- 
pied now  the  middle  of  the  Iternum,  which  troubled 
him  much,  efpecially  lafl:  night.  I  adminiftered  him 
a  courfe  of  mercury;  by  the  ufe  of  which  this  com- 
plaint difappeared  in  a  fhort  time  after. 

Thus  far  1  have  anfwered  the  arguments  which 
were  adduced  to  prove  that  the  clap  is  never  of  a 
venereal  nature;  or,  in  other  words,  that  it  never 
proceeds  from  a  poifon  of  the  fame  nature  with  the 

E  2  lues. 

gia.  But  Captain  King,  who  made  the  late  voyage  round  the 
world  with  Captain  Cook,  affured  me  that  this  %Tas  falfa,  and 
that  he  himfelf  had  fcen  many  of  them  with  the  matter  dripping 
from  their  urethra. 
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lues.  Bat  though  I  have  fliown  that  this  dodlrine  k 
exceptionable,  yet  I  am  far  from  maintaining,  that 
all  claps  arife  from  the  venereal  virus.  On  the  cuii- 
trary, 

in.  I  AM  convinced, 'ffofri  experiments  made  on 
inyfelf,  and*"  from  obfervations  made  upon  others, 

that  hlennorrhag'ias  fom^times  arift  from  other  acrimO" 
"  niesy  or  Jlmuli,  applied  to  the  urethra,  'with  nearly 
"  the  fame  fymptoms  as  uoe  obferve  in  a  venereal  one 
hay,  I  am  now  eyen  inclin^ed  to  believe,  that  fuch 
claps  may  fometimes  be  propagated  as  well  as  vene- 
real ones.  Whether  the  gonorrhoeas,  of  which  we 
have  an  account  in  fome  ancient  writers,  were  of 
that  nature,  I  am  unable  to  determine;  and  there- 
fore forbear  to  enter  upon  the  fubjeft.  I  ftiall  only 
juft  obferve,  that  the  blennorrhagias  I  am  here  fpeak- 
ing  of,  are  very  different  from  the  flux  of  real  femen, 
or  from  the  flux  of  mucus  from  the  proftate  gland. 
Thefe  latter  complaints,  arifing  chiefly  from  a  weak- 
Jiefs  of  the  excretoiies  of  thcic  parts,  occalioned  by 
an  abufe  of  venery,  and  efpecially  by  manuftupra- 
tion,  do  not  come  within  my  prefent  plan. 

I  PROCEED,  therefore,  to  the  main  point,  to 
prove,  that  local  inflammations  of  the  urethra,  ac- 
companied with  a  running,  commonly  called  Gonorr- 
hoea, are  not  always,  either  in  men  or  women,  of  a 
venereal  nature.  This  idea  firfl:  occurred  to  me  from 
having  frequently  obferved  in  ftone-horfes  a  kind  of 
tunning  of  a  greenifll-yellow  matter  from  the  urethra. 
This  running,  which  arifes  from  caufes  ftill  unknown 
to  me,  1  have  feen  laii  only  for  a  few  days,  and  then 
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gb  off  fpohtaneoufly.  ,The  fomc,  and  that  more  fre- 
quently, 1  have  obferved  in  dogs,  without  perceiving 
that  thejfeemed  to  fuffer  much  pain  from  it;  and 
though  indeed  they  continued  to  hck  the  part  ahiioft  , 
conftantly,  they  were  never  afleded  with  any  ulcer 
of  the  mouth.  I  have  befides,  for  thefe  many  years 
paft,  been  confulted,  by  a  variety  of  patients,  for 
runnings  very  much  iimilar  to  venereal  blennorrha- 
^ias,  but  often  f6  mild  in  their  fymptoms,  and  fo 
Qiort  in  their  duration,  that  I  began  to  doubt  of  their 
venereal  nature.  I  have  feen  married  people,  who 
lived  together  in  the  moffc  perfed  harmony  and  friend- 
fliip,  where  the  one  was  affeded  with  fuch  a  difcharge 
for  feveral  days,  without  communicating  the  leail 
fymptom  to  the  other.  With  fome  of  them  I  have 
been  moft  intimately  acquainted;  and  convinced  be- 
yond any  doubt,  that  they  ,were  faithfully  attached 
to  each  other;  and  that  therefore  the  difeafe  mull 
have  been  owing  to  fome  other  caufe. 

All  thefe  obfervations  taken  together,  led  me  to 
believe,  that  fome  kinds  of  thefe  runnings  might  per- 
haps owe  their  origin,  not  to  the  venereal  poifon,  but 
to  fome  different  caufe,  either  external  or  internal. 
I  began  to  fufped,  that  a  difcharge  might  be  pro- 
duced by  any  ftimulus  applied  to  the  urethra,  whe- 
ther venereal  or  not,  provided  it  was  fufficiently  a- 
crid  to  excite  an  inflammation,  and  confequent  pre- 
ternatural fecretion  of  mucus  from  the  urethra;  juft 
as  coryzas,  accompanied  with  a  large  preternaturally 
coloured  fecretion  from  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
nofe,  arife  from  other  caufes.  Having  revolved  thefe 
ideas  in  my  mind  for  feveral  years,  1  determined  at 
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laft  to  try  an  experiment  upon  myfelf,  which  fliould 
either  confirm  the  theory  I  had  laid  down,  or  entire- 
ly overthrow  it.    With  this  view,  I  took  fix  ounces 
of  water,  and  dropped  into  it  as  much  of  cauftic  vo- 
latile alkali  as  gave  the  mixture  a  very  lharp  fiery 
tafte.    This  liquor  I  injefted  into  the  urethra,  com- 
prefllng  the  canal  with  the  fingers  of  my  other  hand 
below  the  fraenum,  that  it  might  be  prevented  from 
going  further,  and  thus  be  apphed  to  the  very  part 
which  is  generally  the  feat  of  the  clap.    The  mo- 
ment it  touched  the  infide  of  the  urethra,  I  felt  fuch 
an  infupportable  pain,  that  I  could  not  retain  it  for 
a  fingle  fecond ;  but  withdrew  the  fyringe,  much  a- 
gainft  my  will,  almoft  at  the  inftaiit  of  the  injeftion, 
and  the  injedled  hquor  ran  out.  But  though  the  pain 
continued  very  fevcr'e  for  half  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
I  refolved  to  make  a  fecond  trial.    It  occafioned  a 
more  fevere  pain  than  I  ever  remember  to  have  felt 
in  my  life  before,  yet  I  retained  it  for  very  near  the. 
fpace  of  a  minute ;  when  the  pain  became  fo  excru- 
ciating that  I  could  bear  it  no  longer,  and  -  therefore 
withdrew  the  fyringe.    I  inftantly  felt  a  ftrong  de- 
fire  to  make  water;  but  having  taken  this  precau- 
tion before  I  made  the  experiment,  I  fupprefl^ed  the 
inclination.    I  lay  down  on  my  fofa,  and  waited 
the  event  with  patience;  but  fo  volient  was  the  pain, 
that  it  was  near  an  hour  before  I  was  able  to  move. 
I  thenamtifed  myfelf  with  reading  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  afternoon,  eat  my  dinner  as  ufual,  but 
went  early  to  bed.    I  was  now  obliged  to  make  wa- 
ter, which  I  had  not  done  fince  the  time  of  injedling 
the  liquor:    When  the  urine  came  to  the  place  to 
which  the  injection  had  been  applied,  I  felt  a  veiy 
'  fevere 
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fevere  pain,  but  lefs  violent  than  what  I  expeded. 
Having  llept  well  during  the  night,  I  examined  the 
part  as  foon  as  I  awaked  next  morning,  and  found  a 
pretty  large  difcharge  of  puriform  matter,  of  the 
fame  greenifh-yellow  colour  with  that  in  virulent 
claps.    The  pain  in  making  water  was  now  greatly 
increafed,  and  the  following  night  my  reft  was  inter- 
rupted by  painful  involuntary  eredions.  The  morn- 
ing after,  the  difcharge  was  much  more  plentiful, 
nearly  of  the  fame  colour,  only  perhaps  a  Httle  more 
greenifh;  the  pain  in  making  water,  however,  was 
now  fo  violent,  that  I  refolved  to  mitigate  it  by  iii- 
jeding  fome  lukewarm  oil  of  almonds.    By  this  it 
was  greatly  abated;  the  running  continued  five  days, 
the  pain  all  the  while  growing  remarkably  lefs  in  the 
part  affeded.    But  I  now  obferved  very  diftindly  a 
new  inflammation  taking  place,  lower  down  in  the 
urethra,  where  I  had  felt  nothing  before,  and  where 
none  of  the  injedion  had  touched.  This  new  inflam- 
mation began,  as  it  feemed  to  me,  at  the  very  bor- 
der of  the  former,  extending  itfelf  lower  down  in  the 
urethra;  and  was  followed  by  a  copious  difcharge, 
attended  with  the  fame  fymptoms  as  before,  and 
continued  for  fix  days;  at  the  end  of  which  all  the 
fymptoms  were  greatly  abated.    But  now,  to  my 
furprife,  I  felt  diftindly  the  fymptoms  of  a  third  in- 
flammation taking  place,  extending  from  the  border 
of  the  former  about  the  caput  gailinaginis  to  the  very 
neck  of  the  bladder,  and  attended  by  an  ardor  urinae, 
and  copious  difcharge  like  the  preceding.    At  this  I 
was  ferioufly  alarmed;  for  I  had  conftantly  injeded 
the  warm  oil  of  almonds  three  times  a-day.    I  per- 
ceived that  the  inflammation  firft  excited  by  the 
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cauftic  alkali  was  mofl;  evidently  communicated  from 
one  part  of  the  urethra  to  the  other;  whence  1  was 
afraid,  that  an  intlammation  of  the  whole  internal 
furface  of  the  bladder  might  at  length  enfue,  and  be 
attended  perhaps  with  dangerous  conlequences.  In 
this  fituation  I  continued  betwixt  hope  and  fear  for 
about  feveri  or  eight  days;  when  I  found  at  laft,  to 
my  great  fatisfadtion,  this  inflammation  gradually  a- 
bate,  together  with  the  difcharge,  v.'ithout  paiTrng 
the  limits' of  .the  urethra;  and  1  was  perfectly  freed 
from  every  fymptom  of  thefe  three  diitincl  blennor- 
rhagias,  ar.  I  raigl;it  call  them,  at  the  end  of  the  fjxth 
week. 

I  SINCE  have  feen  feveral  convincing  inftances  of 
blpnnorrhagias,  accompanied  with  a  difcharge  of 
yellow-greenifli  matter  and  ardor  urinae,  which 
undoubtedly  were  not  venereal,  becaufe  they  dif- 
appeared  in  three,  four,  or  eight  days  time  with-, 
out  any  remedy,  and  without  leaving  any  fymptom 
behind. 

A  PARTICULAR  friend  of  mine,  a  phyfician,  being 
radically  and  perfedly  cured  of  venereal  complaints 
which  he  was  formerly  affeded  with,  married,  and 
enjoyed  for  three  or  four  years  a  perfed  ftate  of 
health;  when  one  morning  he  found  himfelf  afFecled 
■mxh  a  running  fimilar  to  that  above  mentioned.  He 
lived,  as  may  be  eafily  imagined,  for  feveral  days  in 
the  greateft;  agitation,  of  mind,  having  no  other  per- 
fon.  to  fufped  but  his  wife  ;  with  whom  he  at  la(t  in-  • 
fifled  upon.ocular  demonftration.  He  found  her  fo 
as  flie  told  him,  peri^dly  healthy,  which  compofed 
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his  rn'ind  ;  but  to  his  great  furprife,  four  or  five  days 
after,  the  running  Hopped,  and  he  was  perfedlly 
well.  The  fame  accident,  with  the  fame  fymptoms, 
happened  to  him  afterwards  in  the  courfe  of  many 
..years  marriage  with  the  fame  woman  feveral  times, 
always  lafting  from  two  to  three,  or  five  days,  and 
conftantly  then  difappearing  of  itfelf. 

From  this  experiment  upon  myfelf,  together  with 
the  feveral  obfervations  mentioned,  and  from  a  very 
curious  cafe  related  in  a  diflertation  publifiied  by 
Dr.  Oettinger  of  Tubingen,  where  a  difcharge  from 
the  urethra,  apparently  fimilar  to  that  of  a  virulent 
clap,  was  produced  by  the  internal  ufe  of  olive  oil, 
which  had  been  wrung  out  of  red  TurMfh  yarn,:  on, 
which  it  had  been  poured  feme  days  before,  the  read- 
er may  judge,  whether  acrimonious  . fubftances,  of  a 
different  kind  from  the  venereal  virus,  fuch  as  cance- 
rous ichor)  or  perhaps  other  ftimuli,  applied  to  the 
urethra,  may  not  fometimes  produce  the  fame  fymp- 
toms  as  the  cauftic  did  in  my  experimenty  and  the 
oil  in  Dr.  Oettinger's  obfervation.  I  certainly  be- 
lieve, that  runnings  fimilar  to  a  clap  excited  by  the 
venereal  virus,  are  fometimes  produced  from  other 
caufes,  only  perhaps  with  milder  fymptoms,  and  of 
ftiorter  continuance;  though  on  myfelf  I  could  not 
perceive  any  difference  either  in  the  colour  and  con^ 
liitence  of  the  matter,  or  other  circumilances.  And 
I  now  look  upon  the  following!  fa6ts  as  thoroughly 
eflablifhed.  viz.  i.  That  blennorrhagias  frequently 
arife  from  the  fame  venereal  poifon  applied  to  the  in- 
fide  of  the  urethra,  which/when  applied  tathe  glans, 
prepuce,- &c.  produces  fiiankers  ;  or  when  abforbed 
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into  the  fyftem,  produces  the  lues :  and,  a.  Tli&f 
there  are  blennorrhagias  which  owe  their  origin  ei- 
ther to  acrimonious  fubftanccs  introduced  into  the 
urethra  ab  extra,  or  perhaps  fomctimes  to  a  more 
violent  mechanical  ftimuhis  arifing  during  coition, 
or  from  forae  otlier  caufes  hitherto  unknown  to  us. 
Hence  I  divide  the  blennorrhagia  at  lead  into  two 
fpecies,  eflentially  diftind  from  each  other,  viz.  that 
arifing  from  the  venereal  virus,  which  1  call  hlennor- 
rhagia  fyphilitica ;  and  into  that  arifing  from  other  ac- 
rid fubftances,  to  which  I  give  the  name  Blemor- 
rhagiq  uh  acri,  aut  Jlimulo  mechanico.  By  atttending 
to  this  difference,  our  practice  muft  be  regulated  as 
long  as  we  are  not  thoroughly  acquainted  with  thC' 
nature  of  other  caufes.  It  is  owing  to  the  neglect 
or  ignorance  of  this  diftindtion,  that  w^e  hear  quacks 
daily  extolling  the  pre-eminence  of  their  noftrums  or 
fecret  injedions  for  curing  the  clap  in  a  few  days, 
while  patients  fometimes  complain  of  being  kept  bj 
the  moft  experienced  phyficians  for  w^eeks  together, 
though  affeded  with  what  they  imagine  to  be  the 
fame  complaint. 

The  running  which  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaint- 
ance got  fome  years  ago,  notwithflanding,  as  he  faid, 
he  made  ufe  of  the  bed  preventative  of  all,  was  un- 
doubtedly not  from  a  venereal  caufe ;  and  he  may 
be  equally  affeded  in  time  to  come  with  the  fame 
complaint,  though  he  now  thinks  himfelf  fafe,  by 
Tvhat  he  calls  doubling  his  precaution. 

These  fads,  which  I  do  not  recoiled  of  having 
teen  afccrtaiued;  by  any  writer  betlue  oi  after  my- 
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'jjublication,  feem  to  me  to  be  of  importance  to  man- 
kind in  general.  By  a  proper  and  dae  confideration, 
of  tliefe  fads,  ;he  happincfs  of  many  married  or  un- 
married couples  will  be  for  the  future  not  fo  eafily 
fliaken  or  difturbed  by  imaginary  and  groundlefs 
fufpicions;  and  many  people  will  be  preferved  from 
falling  a  prey  to  ignorant  practitioners,  who,  follow- 
ing the  common  routine  of  treating  all  claps  by  a 
courfe  of  mercurials,  not  only  plague  the  patient 
with  a  heap  of  ufelefs  or  hurtful  drugs,  but  thereby 
often  lay  the  foundation  to  a  number  of  very  difa- 
greeable  complaints. 

To  the  ignorance  or  negled  of  this  diftindion  be- 
tween Blennorrhagias  excited  by  the  venereal  poifon, 
and  thofe  ariiing  from  other  ftimuli,  we  are  likewifc 
to  afcribe  the  great  difference  among  pradtitioners. 
with  regard  to  the  mode  of  treatment.    Some  advife 
aftringents,  while  others  arc  lavifh  in  their  praifes  of 
emollients.  Hence,  even  fome  praditioners  of  emi- 
nence, having  obferved  that  aftringent  injedlions  had 
been  of  fervice  in  fome  cafes,  even  in  the  ftage  of 
inflammation,  recommend  them  to  every  patient  af- 
fected with  that  complaint,  but  by  no  means  with 
the  fame  fuccefs  in  all  cafes.    For,  befides  violent 
pains  in  the  whole  couife  of  the  urethra,  fwelled  tef- 
ticles,  an  acute  fuppreffion  of  urine,  &cc.  which  are 
■he  frequent  effects  of  thefe  injedions,  if  the  dileafe 
.3  of  a  fyphilitic  nature,  and  efpecially  in  its  inflam- 
matory ftage;  ftridures  in  the  urethra  of  the  mofl: 
roublefome  and  obftinate  kind  are  often  the  confe- 
auence.    By  overlooking  this  necelTary  diftindtion, 
vhkh  applies  to  men  as  well  as  to  women,  the  Hate 
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of  the  patient  is  fometimes  not  only  endangered,  bu< 
the  happinefs  of  married  people,  and  the  friendfhip 
betwixt  the  two  fexes,  without  juft  caufe,  frequent- 
ly deftroyed.  I  have' certainly  feen  more  than  one 
inllance  of  this  kind. 

Ta^JimpIe  fyphilitic  Blennorrhagia  ought  further  to 
be  diftinguifhed  from  the  complicated,  or  that  accom- 
panied with  an  ulcer  in  the  urethra :  the  latter  ad- 
mits no  radical  cure  without  the  internal  ufe  of  mer- 
cury ;  whereas  the  former  feldom  or  never  requires  it. 

Sometimes,  by  the  violence  of  the  irritation,  the 
fecretion  of  mucus  feems  to  be  totally  fufpended,  or- 
at  leaft  conliderably  diminiflied,  fo  that  no  difcharge, 
or  only  a  very  fmall  one,  takes  place,  though  the 
other  fymptoms  rage  with  the  utmoft  violence.  In 
this  cafe,  the  difeafe  has  obtained  the  very  improper 
name  gonorrhoea  Jicca,  as  if  we  were  to  fay,  jiuxus. 
femhiis  fine  fluxu.  Another  fymptom  is  a  violent 
pain  during  eredlion,  from  the  tenlion  of  the  free- 
num,  w'hich  has  obtained  the  peculiar  name  of  Chor- 
dee ;  but  as  thefe  diftindlions  denote  only  the  vio- 
lence of  fome  particular  fymptom,  there  is  no  occa- 
lion  for  retaining  them. 

I  SHALL  only'  add  here  one  remark  more.  It  is  by 
moft  pedple  imagined,  and  feveral  medical  writers 
have  even  publicly  afferted,  that  the  malignity,  as 
they  call  it,  or  the  'virulence,  of  a  clap,  is  always  ini 
proportion  to  the  colour  of  the  matter  difcharged; 
and  that  as  foon  as  this  colour  changes  into  a  whiter 
one,  the  difcharge  is  no  more  infectious.  But  this  ap- 
pears 
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pears  to  me  by  far  too  general  a  conclufion :  forin  fome 
perfons  I  have  feen  the  matter  retain  its  original 
brimftone  colour  to  the  very  laft  day.  The  more 
certain  ligns  of  the  abatement  of  the  virulence  of 
the  difeafe  are,  the  celTation  of  the  ardor  urin^,  and 
a  capability  of  retaining  the  water  ^  as  when  in 
health;  the  matter  becoming  lefs,  and  of  a  thicker 
confiftence,  fo  that  it  grows  ropy,  and  may  be 
drawn  into  threads  between  the  fingers ;  and  the 
abfence  of  pain  or  titillation  during  erections.  The 
only  certain  figns,  however,  of  a  radical  cure  of  this' 
difeafe,  and  of  a  perfed  fecurity  of  not  being  able 
to  communicate  the  infection,  are,  the  entire  celTa- 
tion of  the  running ;  ereclions  and  excretion  of  fe^ 
men  without  any  kind  of  pain,  titillation,  or'heat  in 
the  urethra:  And  though 4n  general  we  may  aifure 
»our  patient,  that  the  change  of  the  greenilh-yellow^ 
colour  to  a  white  one  is  not  ?in  unfavourable  fign  of 
the  difeafe  growing  better,  he  ought  to  be  cautioned, 
that  it  is  by  no  means  a  certain  one  of  the  venereal 
virus  being  entirely  eliminated. 

Having  thus  finifhed  my  confiderations  about  the- 
nature  and  the  different  kinds  of  blennorrhagias,  we 
now  proceed  to 

I'he  Method  of  Cure. 

Here  we  mufl  take  notice  of  what  has  been  efta- 
blifhed  before,  that  every  kind  of  clap  or  blennor^ 
rhagia,  is  a  local  inflammation  with  a  mucous  dif- 
charge,  excited  by  a  peculiar  poifon,  acrid  matter, 
or  ftirnulus.    Hence  the  following  indications  will 
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naturally  prefent  themfelves  for  all  the  different 
kinds  of  blennorrhagias,  viz. 

I.  To  remove  the  acrid  matter  or  poifon. 

1.  To  defend  the  tender  parts  from  its  virulence 
or  irritating  nature. 

3.  To  allay  the  irritation  occafioned  by  the  virus; 
or,  if  polTible,  to  change  its  nature. 

The  firft  point  nature  provides  fufficiently  for;  and 
there  remains  little  to  do  for  the  phylician,  but  only 
not  to  difturb  nature  in  this  falutary  attempt. 

The  fecond  and  third  points  will  be  moll  effedu- 
ally  anfwered  by  lukewarm  oily  or  mucilaginous  in- 
jedtions  *,  together  with  the  internal  ufe  of  fomc 
mucilaginous  drink  ;  or  (what  is  perhaps  preferable) 
by  the  fole internal  ufe  of  the  folutio  Arabica,  emulfio 
amygdalina,  infufum  of  hemp-feed  or  malva,  &-c, 
cold  or  luke-warm,  taken  in  as  large  quantities  as 
the  patient  can  bear  without  loading  the  ftomach, 
with  an  anodyne  draught  at  night,  according  to  cir- 
cumftances.  Thefe  remedies  are  always  ufeful ;  and 
for  patients  who  have  an  averfion  to  injections,  ab^ 
folutely  necelTary. 

If  fymptoms  of  an  infiaramatory  fever  appear, 

bleeding 

*  If  we  meet  with  patients  who  are  prejudiced  againft  the  ufe 
of  injefiions,  and  wifli  to  be  treated  byunternal  medicines,  we 
ought  to  acquaint  them,  that  the  difeafc  may  be  cured  equally 
well  without  aoy  topical  application  ;  but  that  it  will  then  re- 
quire, perhaps,  a  lutic'  longer  time,  and  the  obfcrvaace  of  a  moro 
cxaft  regimen. 
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bleeding  may  fometimes  beufeful;  but  in  general', 
more  fervice  will  be  derived  from  topical  evacuations 
by  means  of  leeches,  and  from  emollient  and  feda- 
tive  fomentations  and  poultices.  The  poultices  are 
to  be  applied  in  the  manner  mentioned  hereafter  un- 
der the  article  Phymojis. — On  the  other  hand,  when 
the  patient  is  of  a  weak  and  irritable  habit  of  body, 
the  difcharge  very  thin  and  copious,  attended  with 
violent  pain  and  a  quick  pulfe,  I  have  found  the  Pe- 
ruvian bark,  given  internally,  according  to  circum- 
ftances,  with  or  without  opium,  more  ufeful  than 
the  whole  tribe  of  antiphlogiftics;  and  opium  given 
in  emolhent  glyfters  is  fometimes  particularly  ufeful 
in  fuch  cafes.  By  the  ufe  of  this  medicine,  the  fre- 
quent painful  eredions  are  alfo  much  mitigated;  but 
their  return  ought,  as  much  as  poflible,  to  be  pre- 
vented, by  tying  the  penis  down,  lying  on  a  matrafs 
on  the  fide,  and  not  in  a  v/arm  feather-bed  on  the 
the  back.  If  the  eredion  be  attended  with  a  ftran- 
gulation  of  the  glans,  the  treatment  laid  down  un- 
der the  article  Paraphymofis  will  be  necelTary. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  more  violent  fy mptoms  of 
this  difeafe,  the  patient  ought,  during  its  inflamma- 
tory ftate,  to  ufe  as  little  exercife  as  poflible,  to  wear 
a  fufpenforium  fcroti  from  the  beginning  of  the  dif- 
eafe, and  to  keep  the  part  afleded  as  much  as  pof- 
lible from  the  cold  air.  The  fufpenforium  fcroti,  or 
trufs-bag,  may  perhaps  feem  fuperfluous:  but  being 
fo  little  troublefome  when  well  applied,  and  fo  well 
calculated  to  prevent  a-fweUing  of  the  tefticles,  I 
never  ncgled  to  recommend  it,  efpecially  to  thofe 
wiio  have  once  laboured  under  this  latter  difeafe.  To 
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prevent  any  of  the  difagreeable  confequcnces  g 
clap,  fuch  as  painful  ^redions,  chordee,  paraphymo- 
fis,  fwelling  of  the  tefticles,  or  complaints  of  the  in- 
ferior parts  of  the  urethra,  the  beft  method  perhaps 
would  be  to  wear  a  proper  bandage  or  bag  round  the 
penis  united  to  the  trufs-bag;  by  means  of  which  the 
penis  might  lie,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreffion,  like  in 
a  cafe  or  fhell,  defended  at  the  fame  time  againfl  all 
■external  injuries,  fuch  as  cold,  friciion  in  walking; 
and  may  be  conftantly  kept  clean  by  renewing  lint 
frequently;  the  beft  means  to  prevent  fhankers,  and 
likewife  to  avoid  dirty  linen.  When  the  patient  is 
obliged  to  make  water,  there  is  a  hole  left  at  the 
end  of  this  cafe,  and  he  has  nothing  to  do  but  to 
loofen  the  ftraps  or  to  draw  the  ring  of  it  backwards, 
and  to  take  out  the  lint  forwards. 

With  refpedt  to  the  regimen  to  be  obferved  during 
•claps,  exercife,  external  cold,  high  livings  drinking' 
fpirituous  liquors,  and  efpecially  the  frequent  touch- 
ing the.  part  affeeled,  ought  carefully  to  be  avoided 
by  all  patients ;  but  efpecially  by  thofe  of  a  phlogiftic 
habit  of  body,  as  they  generally  fuffer  more,  arid  for 
k  longer  time,  from  this  difeafe  than  others.  Such 
patients  Ihould  confine  themfelves  to  a  low  diet,  ra- 
ther of  the  farinaceous  than  of  the  animal  kind;  they 
fhould  eat  no  fupper,  and  drink  nothing  but  cooling 
mucilaginous  liquids ;  whereas  thofe  .  of  a  different 
conftitution  are  not  to  be  reftrained  fo  much. 

Neutral  falts  have  been  formerly  recommended 
to  cool  the  blood,  and  to  promote  the  fecretion  of 
tirine,  by  which  it  was  thought  to  mitigate  the  in- 
flammation 
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fiammation,  and  affill  nature  in  the  expulfion  of  the 
vims.  But  r  have  conftantly  found  them  to  be  hurt- 
ful. They  increafe  the  fecretion  of  urine,  render  it 
iharper,  and  thus  augment  the  irritation,  without 
producing  anj  of  the  good  efFedls  afcribed  to  theni. 
However,  in  fome  cafes,  the  puhU  ad  Blennorrha^iam 
mentioned  below,  may  have  its  good  effects. 

A  PREJUDICE  in  favour  of  pufging  in  claps  has  alfo 
long  prevailed.  For  this  purpofe,  fome  have  ufed 
the  mild,  and  others  the  more  draftic  kinds  of  pur- 
gatives; and  calomel  efpecially  has  been  recommend- 
ed to  be  given  every  two  or  three  days.  Neither  of 
thefe  medicines  1  ever  faw  do  any  good,  but  frequent- 
ly much  ha;m.  Be^  des  their  tendency  to  promote 
the  abforption  of  the  poifon  into  the  fyftem,  like  im- 
proper injed:ions,  they  often  give  rife  to  fwelled  tef- 
ticles,  difeafes  of  the  proftate  gland,  fupprelFion  of 
urine,  ulcers  of  the  urethra  or  bladder,  &-c.  How- 
ever, though  purging  is  always  improper,  the  body 
ought  to  be  kept  open,  fo  that  the  patient  may  have 
a  ftool  regularly,  which  is  befh  effected  by  the  7nix~ 
lura  laxans  or  pilules  laxantts ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  it  is  partly  owing  to  this  improvement  of  our 
practice,  that  we  now  fo  feldoni  obferve  fymptoms 
of  the  lues,  or  ukers  of  the  bladder,  following  a 
clap. 

Thus  far  with  regard  to  the  more  general  run  of 
ithe  diforder;  but  venereal  Biennonhagias  are  not 
lalways  fo  fimple.  Someti  mes  the  poifon  feems  to  be 
•of  a  more  exalted  acrimony,  or  rather  meets  with 
iconltitutions  of  a  more  irritable  nature  ;  or,  as  is 
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frequently  the  cafe,  the  fymptoms  are  exafperatcd 
by  improper  treatment,  or  by  negledling  the  above- 
mentioned  rules.  In  thefe  circumftances,  the  pa- 
tient feels  a  more  violent  heat  and  pain  in  making 
water,  accompanied  with  a  tenfion  of  the  urethra  a- 
long  its  whole  length  ;  a  perpetual  defire  of  making 
water,  without  being  able  to  pafs  more  than  a  few 
fcalding  drops  at  a  time ;  frequent  eredtions,  with 
molt  exquiiite  fhooting  pains  throughout  the  whole 
length  of  the  urethra,  but  more  efpecially  at  the 
fraenum.  Sometimes  ftreakes  of  blood,  or  real 
blood,  are  difcharged  with  the  urine;  and  evident 
marks  of  an  ulceration  of  the  urethra  make  their  ap- 
pearance. In  this  cafe,  belides  the  above-mention-, 
ed  remedies,  the  ufe  of  mercurial  fumigations  or 
frictions  on,  the  perinaeum,  and  infide  of  the  thighs 
I  have  found  to  be  one  of  the  moft  efiicacious  reme- 
dies. 

The  fame  treatment  will  prove  ferviceable,  if,  by 
any  caufe  whatfoever,  the  difcharge  of  the  venereal 
Blennorrhagia,  during  its  inflammatory  ftage,  be  fup- 
prefled  or  flopped,  either  by  acrid  or  aftringent  in- 
jedtions,  or  even  by  the  moH  proper  injections,  ap- 
plied in  an  improper  manner,  by  drailic  or  repeated 
mild  purges,  by  the  premature  ufe  of  turpentine  or 
balfamics,  by  violent  exercife,  a^nd  efpecially  by 
catching  cold  in  the  part  affefted.  The  virus,  in 
thefe  circumftances,  feems  to  leave  its  natural  feat, 
the  lacuna  Morgagni  under  the  fraenum,  and  to 
fettle  lower  down,  where  the  excretory  duels  of 
the  feminal  veflels  and  proftate  gland  open  into  the 
urethra,  and  there  excites  a  fM^elUng  in  one  or  both 
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tefticles;  or,  if  it  has  been  driven  flill  lower  down 
to  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  the  patient  has  a  conti- 
nual defire  to  make  water,  without  being  able  to 
pafs  any,  or  only  a  few  drops  at  a  time.  He  is  then 
often  unable  to  ftand  upright  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour;  and  a  total  fuppreffion  of  urine  is  in  this  cafe 
frequently  the  confequence.  In  all  thefe  different 
places,  the  poifon  generally  produces  only  a  fuper- 
ficial  inflammation ;  though  not  unfrequently  alfo,  by 
its  virulence,  or  want  of  a  fufficient  quantity  of  mu- 
cus to  dilute  it,  an  excoriation  and  ulceration  in  the 
urethra,  which  then  never  fails  to  end  in  an  obfti- 
nate  gleet,  and  to  be  followed  by  a  general  infedlion 
of  the  mafs. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  dreadful  confequences  of  a  fup- 
prefTed  or  (lopped  venereal  Blennorrhagia,  I  mufl  ilot 
omit  to  raeniion  a  difeafe,  perhaps  the  moft  melan- 
choly of  all  venereal  complaints  whatever;  I  mean, 
that  kind  of  inflammation  in  one  or  both  eyes,  fre- 
quently accompanied  with  a  d.fcharge  of  puriform 
matter,  entirely  fimilar  in  colour  and  confiftence  to 
that  of  a  clap,  and  generally  terminating  in  perfed 
blindnefs;  or  in  other  cafes,  inftead  of  an  ophthalmy, 
a  more  or  lefs  perfedl  deafnefs.  Though  I  am  not 
able  to  account  for  the  origin  of  thofe  complaints 
fuddenly  following  the  fuppreffion  of  a  clap,  efpeci- 
ally  from  fevere  cold  (for  I  have  never  obferved  them 
but  in  very  cold  climates  and  feafons),  to  which  the 
patient  had  been  previoufly  expofed,  I  am  convinced 
of  the  fad,  and  fhall  fpeak  of  it  more  fully  hereafter, 
under  the  head  of  Venereal  Ophthalmy. 

G2  The 
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The  only  remark  more  1  have  to  make  here  is, 
that  all  thefe  complaints  from  repelled  venereal 
Blennorrhagias,  being  often  attended  with^  fuch 
dreadful  confequences,  a  medical  man  of  charadler, 
ought  not  to  mind  the  opinion  of  others,  but  be 
guided  in  his  condud  by  juftice  and  confcience,  and 
do  every  thing  that  poffibly  may  be  done  to  cure  or 
reheve  his  (^atient  labouring  under  thefe  unhappy 
circumftances  1  therefore  have  tried,  in  four  cafes 
of  fwelled  tefticles  and  fuppreffion  of  urine,  arifing 
from  a  retropulfed  clap,  ihe  inoculation  of  the  vene- 
real poifon,  by  means  of  a  bougie  previoufly  ap- 
plied for  about  half  an  hour  to  a  perfon  afflicted 
with  a  clap,  and  then  introduced  into  the  urethra, 
with  unexpected  fuccefs.  This  1  do  not  recommend 
from  fancy,  as  has  been  faid  by  a  late  writer;  it  is 
not  my  cuftom,  as  the  reader  may  judge  from  the 
whole  tenor  of  this  work,  to  indulge  in  fanciful  theo- 
ries; which  I  think  hurtful  both  to  the  patient  and 
to  the  young  practitioner.  The  method  propofed  has 
been  tried  many  years  ago  in  one  of  the  firft  mihtary 
hofpitals  in  Europe  with  conftant  fuccefs,  and  has 
been  fince  confirmed  by  Dr.  Lange  in  a  treatife  on 
Ophthalmia.  Was  I  lefs  cautious  in  drawing  con- 
clufions,  and  more  ignorant  of  the  obfervations  made 
by  other  medical  writers,  I  might  probably  be  ea- 
lily  induced  to  fwell  my  book  by  ufelefs  and  fanci- 
ful theories  into  a  large  quarto. — -We  are  confulted 
for  giving  leiief ;  and  confequently  fulfil  our  duty, 
at  leaft,  by  offering  a  remedy,  which  the  patient  has 
always  in  his  power  to  accept  or  refufe, 
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CHAP.  III. 

On  the  Blennorrhoea,  or  Gleet. 

By  the  name  Gleet*  we  commonly  underftand  a 
continued  running  or  difcharge  after  the  inflammatory 
fymptoms  of  a  clap  have  for  fome  time  difappeared. 
A  Gleet  or  Blennorrbcea,  however,  is  properly,  a  pre- 
ternatural difcharge  of  puriform  or  limpid  mucous 
matter,  or  of  real  pus,  from  the  urethra  in  men,  and 
from  the  orifice  of  the  vagina  in  women,  without 
pain,  heat  of  urine,  or  any  other  fymptom  of  inflam- 
mation. 

I  ■  Gleets  arife  chiefly  from  two  caufes :  ly?.  From 
fimple  relaxation  of  the  mouths  of  the  velFels,  which 
had  been  irritated,  inflamed,  and  thereby  loft  fome- 
what  of  their  contradile  pjwer;  or,  2dly,  From  an 
r^lceration,  or  an  crolion  in  fome  part  of  the  urethra. 

The 

*  This  difeafe,  whicli  occurs  in  the  Latin  authors  under  the 
idlfFerent  denominations  of  Gonnorrhcea  benigna,  G.  non  viruletita, 
*G.  inveterata;  Leucorrhoea^  Fluor  albus,  Fluor  albus  benignus,  I 
gave  the  more  proper  name  Blennorrhcea,  as  if  you  were  to  fay, 
I'luxus  muci  {pajjivus'),  or  a  difcharge  of  mucus  without  any  phlo- 
giftic  fymptoms:  which  name  diftinguIOies  it  as  well  from  the 
plap.  to  wliich.I  gave  above  the  name  Blennorrhagia,  {Fiuxus 
fnuci  aclivus),  or  a  difcharge  of  mucus  with  fymptoms  of  inflami- 
mation,  as  from  the  real  difcharge  of  femen;  which  difeafe  alone 
As  properly  called  Gonnorrhaa, 
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The  former  may,  with  more  propriety  I  think,  be 
called  Blennorrhcsa  Jimpkx,  and  the  latter  Bkruior- 
rbcea  complicata.   See  the  Nofological  Table. 

In  the  former  kind,  after  the  inflammation  and  irri- 
tation occafioned  by  the  acrid  matter  have  fubfided, 
the  veflels,  from  which  that  difcharge  proceeded, 
continue  to  pour  out  either  matter  of  the  farrie  puri- 
form  appearance,  or  only  a  clear  kind  of  mucus,  but 
fomewhat  thicker,  in  a  preternatural  quantity. — 
Sometimes  a  gleet  begins  to  appear  after  coition,  ex- 
crcife,  or  free  Uving,  though  the  difcharge  from  the 
preceding  clap  had^  entirely  difappeared  fome  days 
or  weeks  before. 

Gleets  of  this  kind  are  for  the  moll  part  only  a  lo- 
cal complaint,  the  fimple  remains  of  a  clap  not  per- 
fedly  cured;  but  thofe  of  the  fecond  kind  may  be 
confidered  as  the  remains  of  a  very  violent  or  com- 
plicated and  ill-treated  or  negledled  clap,  and  arc 
,  generally  accompained  with  an  infedion  of  the  mafs. 

Hence  it  Appears,  that  the  nature  and  feat  of  gleets 
may  be  as  various  as  thofe  of  claps;  but  according 
to  the  place  where  they  are  fituated,  the  time  they 
have  continued,  and  the  caufe  by  which  they  are 
produced,  the  method  of  cure  muft  be  different,  and 
becomes  more  or  lefs  difficult  and  complicated. 

Those  gleets  are  mofl:  (bafily  cured  which  have  their 
feat  in  the  urethra  under  the  frasnum,  in  the  lacuna 
mucofa  Morgagni:  thofe  originating  from  ulcers  ot 
the  urethra,  and  which  have  continued  for  fome  time, 
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are  much  more  obftinate;  and  thofe  arifing  from  ero- 
lions  of  the  excretary  dudls  of  the  feminal  veficles, 
or  from  a  difeafed  proftate  gland,  or  from  ulcers  of 
the  bladder,  are  the  nioft  Itubborn  of  any.  In  ge- 
neral, the  further  back  in  the  urethra  gleets  are  fitu- 
ated,  the  more  apt  they  are  to  produce  a  difficulty 
in  making  water,  or  ftridures  and  fuppreffion  of 
urine;  and  the  more  difficult,  in  general,  is  the  cure. 

I  HAVE  always  found  thofe  gleets  which  fucceed  a 
iimple  clap  to  be  merely  a  local  difeafe,  and  to  owe 
their  exigence  folely  to  a  relaxation  of  the  fmall  vef- 
fels  after  the  inflammation  has  fubfided,  exadly  fimi- 
lar  to  the  difcharge  of  thick  puriform  mucus  after  the 
inflammatory  fyrnptoms  of  a  coryza  or  catarrhus  are 
gone  off.  But  fuch  gleets  as  arife  after  violent,  ill- 
treated,  or  negledled  claps,  are  often  accompained 
with  an  excoriation  or  ulceration  of  the  urethra.  In 
this  cafe,  generally  the  venereal  poifon  has  been  ab- 
forbed,  and  the  mafs  i§  of  confequence  more  or  lefs 
infedted. 

As  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance,  though  fome- 
times  extremely  difficult,  to  afcertain  thefe  points,  I 
lhall  endeavour  to  enumerate  the  mofl:  remarkable 
fyrnptoms  by  which  it  may  be  known  whether  there 
is  any  ulceration  in  the  urethra.  They  are  fliortly 
as  follow:  i.  Streaks  of  blood  in  the  mucus,  or  real 
blood  difcharged,  during  the  inflammatory  fl:age  of 
the  clap,  as  above  mentioned,  but  more  efpecially 
when  continuing  after  the  violence  of  the  inflamma- 
tion has  abated.    2.  Real  pus,  or  a  thin  ichorous 

mattei*, 
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matter,  difcharged  in  a  greater  or  leffer  quantity 
from  the  urethra.  3.  A  pain  confined  to  one  part  of 
the  urethra;  but  felt  more  particularly  upon  introdu- 
cing the  catheter,  or  prefling  on  the  urethra  externally. 
4.  An  acute  pain  in  one  particular  place  of  the  ure- 
thra, felt  efpecially  in  paffing  the  laft  drop  of  urine, 
or  in  the  emiffion  of  femen. — Though  all  thefe  fymp- 
toms  pretty  plainly  indicate  an  ulcer,- its  exigence 
"will  be  much  more  confirmed,  if  the  preceding  fymp- 
toms  of  inflammation  have  been  very  high;  if  the  pa- 
tient has  neglected  or  hurt  himfelf,  or  has  been  im- 
properly treated;  or  even,  as  I  have  fometimes  feen, 
if  the  urethra  has  been  wounded  by  a  mifmanage- 
me-nt  of  the  fyringe,  or  a  rude  apphcation  of  the  ca« 
theter,  during  the  inflammatory  ftate. 

By  not  attending  to  thefe  marks,  which  fufBcient- 
ly  point  out  the  exiftence  of  an  ulcer  in  the  urethra, 
we  fhall  be  often  difappointed  in  the  cure.  When- 
ever, therefore,  we  are  confulted  about  gleets,  our 
firft  bufinefs  ought  to  be,  to  examine  whether  they 
arife  merely  from  relaxation,  or  from  an  ulceration 
in  the  urethra;  and  in  this  latter  cafe,  whether  the 
difeafe  is  univerfal  or  only  local.  If  there  is  an  ul- 
cer, it  will  be  necefllary,  in  order  to  form  a  proper 
prognofis,  to  afcertain  the  place  of  that  ulceration  in 
the  urethra. 

When  the  difeafe  is  merely  local,  it  may  be  cured 
either  by  external  topical  applications,  or  by  inter- 
nal remedies,  or  by  both  united.  The  bell  topical, 
remedies  1  have  found,  are  injedions  maxie  of  a  fo- 
lution  'of  verdegris  in' volatile  alkali,  or  of  white  vi- 
triol 
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triol  dilTolved  in  water,  and  mixed  occanonally  wi^h 
fome  grains  oF fiigar  of  kdd;  or  oF  a  folution  of  blue 
Titriol  or  alara;  each  uf  which  may  iu  certain  cir- 
cumflances  be  ufeful.  In  many  c^fes,  I  have  found 
a  large  dofe  of  calomel,  prepared  according  to  Mr. 
Scheele's  procefs,  fiifpended  in  a  f;nal1  quantify  of 
limple  water  or  any  mucilaginous  fluid,  injeded  five 
or  fix  times  a-day,  preferable  to  any  other  remed/. 
See  the  Formulas.  Of  the  internal  remedies  for  the 
fame  purpofe,  1  lhall  fpeak  hereafter. 

If  the  difeafe  be  univerfal,  viz.  accompanied  with 
an  infedion  of  the  fyftem,  a's  is  almoft  always  the 
cafe  where  there  is  an  ulceration  of  the  urethra,  we 
muft,  befides  topical  remedies,  have  recourfe  to  thofe 
appropriated  to  the  cure  of  the  lues  itfelf.  In  this 
cafe,  it  is  impoflible  to  cure  the  gleet  till  we  have 
purified  the  mafs.  After  this  is  done,  or  while  it  is 
yet  doing,  1  have  found  a  folution  of  fublimate  and 
litharge  in  vinegar,  or  a  folution  of  verdegiis  in  vo- 
latile alkali,  diluted  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  wa- 
ter, and  injedled  two  or  three  times  a-day,  a  moft  ex- 
cellent remedy. 

With  regard  to  injedlions  in  general,  in  Blennor- 
thagias  as  well  as  Blennorrhoeas,  I  muft  make  two  ma-= 
terial  obfervations ;  the  neglsd  of  which  may  fome- 
times  occafion  our  being  difappointed  in  the  cure, 
leven  though  the  beft  remedies  are  ufed.    The  fy- 
ringe  made  ufe  of  for  this  purpoie  fliould  have  a 
ftiort  but  wide  pipe,  juft  fo  large  that  its  orifice  may 
ko  into  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  but  not  further ; 
■tend  the  pifton  ought  to  apply  clofe  to  the  iides  of  rhe 
I  H  tube. 
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tube.    If-the  pipe  of  the  fjringe  be  fmaller  thanth-; 
orifice  of  the  urethra,  it  is  always  attended  with  two 
confiderabk  difadvantages.    The  firft  is,  that  with  a 
fnicdl  pipe,  efpecially  if  not  perfectly  fmooth,  the  pa- 
tient eafdy  liuf  ts  or  wounds  the  infide  of  the  urethra ; 
and  thereby  renders  himfelf  liable  to  an  ulceration 
of  that  part,  and  confequent  abforption  of  the  poifon. 
The  fecond  is,  that  the  hquid  injeded,  in  (lead  of  go- 
ing into  the  cavity  of  the  urethra,  will,  in  proportion 
as  the  patient  prelTes  the  pifton,  run  out  fideways 
through  the  orifice  of  the  urethra     If  the  pifton  it- 
felf  d;oe§  not  apply  clofely  to  the  fides  of  the  fyringe, 
even  if  the  pipe  be  fufficiently  large,  fo  that  it  per- 
fedlj  clofes  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  the  liquor  will 
regurgitate  between  the  pifton  and  fyringe,  inftead 
of  going  into  the  urethra ;  and  thus  the  patient  may 
imagine  that  he  has  injedled  the  liquor  properly, 
when  perhaps  little  or  nothing  has  entered  the  ure- 
thra.   But  though  the  fyringe  be  properly  made, 
and  at  the  fame  time,  the  moft  careful  inftructions  be 
given,  patients  do  often  perform  the  operation  in  fuch 
an  aukward  manner,  that  no  good  elfedl  is  obtained. 

The  fyringe,  properly  made,  fijould  be  applied 
clofely  and  exadlly  to  the  orifice  of  the  urethra  ;  fo 
that,  by  the  conic  form  of  its  pipe,  all  paflage  may 
be  denied  to  the  liquid  betwixt  it  and  the  fides  of  the 
iirerhra.  If  the  feat  of  the  diforder  be  m  the  ufual 
place  of  claps,  *vi2,.  in  the  mucous  lacuna,  juft  under 
the  frsenum,  the  patient  fhould,  with  one  hand,  com- 
prefs  the  urethra  at  the  firft  curvature  of  the  penis, 
where  the  fcrotum  begins;  while  he  holds  and  ma- 
nages the  fyringe  with  the  fingers  of  the  other.  Tl^ 
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-p'lfton,  which  flioul.cl  always  fit  clofe,  but  Hide  eafily, 
ought  then  to  be  prefled  very  llovvly  and  gently,  till 
he  feels  the  urethra  gently  diftended  ;  and  thus  keep 
the  liquid  injedled  for  a  minute  or  two  in  the  urethra, 
repeating  the  fame  operation  three  or  four  tithes.  By 
a'rafh  or  longer  continued  preffure  of  the  pifton,  the 
irritation  thereby  produced  in  the  inethra  often  will 
do  more  harm  than  the  injedlion  does  good. 

By  attending  to  thefe  dire^lions,  a  double  advan- 
tage is  obtained.  The  liquid  is  properly  applied  to 
the  part  affe6led,  the  urethra  not  violently  diilended, 
and  at  the  fame  time  no  daiiger  is  incurred  of  driv- 
ing fome  of  the  poifonous  matter  lower  down  the 
urethra  along  with  th?  injeded  liquor ;  but  if  the 
feat  of  the  diforder  be  lower  down,  the  precaution  of 
compreffing  the  urethra  behind  is  fuperfluous. 

With  refpedl  to  the  liquid  itfelf,  it  ftiould  always, 
in  cafes  of  c'aps,  be  made  lukewarm  ;  but  in  gleets 
tliis  is  unnecefiTary.  In  the  former,  if  the  hquid  be 
too  cold  or  too  warm,  it  may  eafdy  hurt  the  patient^ 
either  by  driving  back  the  matter,  or  increaiing  the 
inflammation.  In  many  inftances  alfo  the  liquid 
<ftight  to  be  well  fiiaken  before  it  is  injedled.  It'  may 
eafily  be  made  warm,  by  putting  a  tea-cup  full  into 
abafonof  hot  water.  At  all  times,  before' any  in- 
jfe<aion  is  applied,  the  patient  fliould  attempt  to  make 
water.  ' 

The  other  obfervation  I  have  to  make  is,  that 
young  men  labouring  under  gleets,  after  having  for' 
fome  time  ufed  injedions,  and  finding  themielves 
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confiderably  better,  frequently  grow  carelefs  in  tht 
application,  and  even  fometimes  negled  the  injec 
tion  altogether  for  a  day  or  half  a  day.  The  confc- 
quence  of  this  negled  is  fometimes  very  difagreeable. 
For  I  have  feen  feveral  inftances,  where,  by  a  ne- 
glect of  this  kind  for  a  fmgle  day,  the  running  has 
the  day  after  fo  much  increafed,  as  if  it  had  been  a 
frelb  gleet ;  and  the  relapfe  being  more  obftinate 
than  the  original  difeafe,  the  patients  were  thereby 
obliged  to  continue  the  injections  for  more  weeks 
than  they  would  perhaps  have  required  days  to  cure 
the  diftemper,  had  they  continued  the  ufe  of  them 
without  interruption.  In  genera,!,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent any  danger  of  a  relapfe,  I  order  my  patients  to 
apply  the  injedions  three,  four,  or,  according  to  cir- 
cumftances,  fix  times  a-day  during  the  difeafe,  and 
to  continue  the  fame  regularly  for  ten  or  t^iv^lye  days 
after  the  running  has  entirely  ceafed. 

Syringes  of  a  different  kind  are  required  for  wck 
men,  if  we  wifh  to  fee  any  good  effeds  produced  b^ 
the  injections  adrainiftered  to  them,  as  1  fhall  men* 
tion  below,  under  the  article  oi  Venereal  Ulcers. 

Besides  in  jedlions,  bougies  will  be  often  of  great 
fervice,  nay,  abfolutely  necefTary  for  curing  the  gleet, 
efpecially  when  there  is  an  ulcer  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  urethra.  They  may  be  ufed  either  alone,  or 
in  conjundion  with  proper  injcdions.  They  fbould 
be  kept  in,  for  the  firft  three  or  four  days,  only  for  a 
quarter  or  half  an  hour  at  a  time,  until  the  patient 
be  accuftomed  to  them,  fo  that  he  can  bear  them 
longer  y  and  then  they  may  be  kept  in  fpr  feveral 
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hours  in  the  morning  and  evening,  or  during  the 
whole  day  and  night.    It  rauft  be  left  entirely  to  the 
judgment  of  th^  praftitioner  to  determine  whether 
the  bougies  to  be  employed  fhould  be  perfedly  fim, 
pie  or  of  an  irritating  or  fedative  quality ;  the  cir. 
pumftances  of  the  cafe  will  point  out  whether  thofe 
of  the  former  or  latter  kind  are  neceflary.    It  ought 
however,  to  be  remembered,  that  before  the  appli- 
cation  of  bougies,  as  well  as  injeaions,  the  patient 
pught  always  to  attempt  to  make  water,  in  order  to 
give  the  remedy  time  to  produce  its  efFeds  on  the 
part  affeded.    If  the  appHcation  of  the  bougie  pro- 
duces, as  I  have  fometimes  obferved,  a  tenfion  and 
pain  in  the  fpermatic  cord,  or  a  fwelling  of  the  tef- 
ticle,  it  ought  to  be  difconiinued  for  a  few  days.  This 
cffed  I  have  fometimes  alfo  found  to  be  produced  by 
the  ufe  of  too  large  a  bougie,  and  to  be  removed  by 
changing  it  for  a  fmaller  one.    In  general,  fmall 
bougies  fhould  be  preferred  to  large  ones  in  the  be- 
ginning.   See  Formulas,  article  Cerei  medicati. 

Should  "we  be  difappointed  in  our  expedations  of 
a  cure,  either  by  the  ufe  of  bougies  or  injedlions  of 
the  above  mentioned  kind,  it  will  be  proper  to  in^ 
'  jed  fuch  liquids  as  may  excite  an  irritation  and  in- 
flammation in  the  urethra,  efpecially  in  the  part  afs 
fedled.  Thefe  have  often  been  attended  with  fuc- 
cefs  after  the  beft  aftringents  have  failed.  For  this 
purpofe,  we  may  ufe  the  injedlio  ad  Blennorrhceam 
tertia  made  ftronger,  or  a  fimple  folution  of  fublimate 
in  water,  or  a  large  dofe  of  calomel  fufpended  in  wa- 
ter, * 

It 
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It  has  been  obferved  by  Br.  Cullen,  that  obftinate 
gleets  have  fometimes  been  cured  by  violent  and 
long-continued  exerciie  on  horfeback  ;  fuch  as  a  jour- 
ney from  Edinburgh  to  London:  and  it  is  probable 
that  this  cure  is  produced  by  exciting  an  inflamma- 
tion in  the  parts,  as  the  injections  jufl:  now  recom- 
mended arc  apt  to  do  ;  G'eets  have  fometimes  been 
cured  by  coition;  which  may  be  accounted  for  on 
the  fame  principles:  but  this  is  a  remedy  which 
can  never  be  recommended  by  any  pradtitioner ; 
becaufe  gleets  are  cften  infectio  is,  and  the  venereal 
difeafe  is  by  thefe  means  certa'nly  communicated 
to  an  healt  y  woman  ;  or,  if  fhe  be  not  healthy, 
the  man  would  not  only  run  the  rifle  of  gettmg  a 
frefh  clap,  but  even  the  lues  itf.lf,  if  his  gleet  was 
owing  to  an  ulcer  in  the  urethra. 

Besides  the  above-mentioned  remedies,  fome  others 
may  he  tried  in  gleets  of  the  more  obftinate  kind ; 
fuch  as  the  tincluia  cantharidum  internally,  or  injec- 
tions made  with  oil  of  turpentine,  or  with  a  decoction 
of  torriientilta,  or  an  infufion  of  galls  ;  a  bliiler  to  the 
part  alTeded,  or  to  the  perinaeum.  Mx.  Birch  has 
found  gentle  eledlrical  ftrokes  pafled  tjirough  the 
part  affedted  in  fome  cafes  effedually  to  produce  a 
Gure;  and  1  have  been  informed  by  a  friend,  that  he 
once  faw  a -defperate  gleet  cured  by  inje6ling  the 
tindure' of  ipecacuanha.  I  can,  however,  fay  no- 
thing with  regard  to  the  effeds  of  thefe  remedies, 
having  never  had  occafion  to  try  them.  1  mention 
them  only,  becaufe  we ^ may  be  fometimes. at  a  lofs 
for  medicines,  in  very  obilinate  complaints  of  this 
kind. 

Bathing 
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Bathing  in  cold  water  has  alfo  been  recommend- 
ed in  obllinate  gleets,  and  1  have  feen  fome times  ve- 
ry good  efteas  from  it ;  but,  in  two  or  three  cafes, 
it  rather  increafed  the  running.  The  fame  has  alfo 
been  pbferved  by  others.— Sea-bathing  isr  very  bene- 
ficial ;  as  like  wife  wailiing  the  genital  parts  with  cold 
water,  by  itfelf,  or  mixed  with  vinegar. 

There  are  three  kinds  of  internal  remedies  made 
^ufe  of  in  gleets  j  each  of  which  may  be  ufed,  either 
alone  or  joined,  as  circumftances  may  require,  with 
the  local  applications  above-mentioned.    Thefe  are, 

1.  A  cGurfe  of  mercurials.  This  is  always  necefTary 
jtvhere  the  difeafe  arifes  from  an  ulcer  of  the  urethr^ 
efpecially  of  a  long  (landing,  or  where  a  general  in- 
fection has  taken  place.  In  fuch  cafes,  pi, Is  made  of 
turpentine  and  mercury  are  often  very  proper. 

1.  Balfamics.  Such  as.balfamus  Canadenfis,  Tolu- 
.tanus,  Peruvianus,  copaivae,  emecha,  olibanum,  tere- 
■'binthina,  or  the  aqua  picea.    Of  thefe  the  moll  com- 
monly ufed  is  the  copaiva  balfam ;  of  which  the  pa- 
tient may  take  from  fifty  to  an  hundred  drops  in  a 
.draught  of  cold  water  once  a-day  at  noon,  or  twice 
a-day  morning  and  evening.    Immediately  after  the 
.balfam,  from  twenty  to  fifty  drops  of  My  nficht's  elixir 
of  vitriol  fliould  be  taken,  in  the  fame  quantity  of 
water,  to  render  the  former  lefs  difagreeable  to  the 
ilomach.    Half  a  drachm  of  pure  turpentine,  era 
d'-achm  of  balfamum  traumaticum,  often  anfwers  the 
fame  purpofe  as  the  copaiva  balfam.    I  knew  an  in- 
fiance,  where  a  very  large  quantity,  from  one  to  two 
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cJftnces,  of  copaiva  balfam  was  fwallowed  at  once  by 
a  young  man,  who  was  thereby  radically  cured  of  « 
moft  inveterate  and  oblliriate  gleet. 

3.  Corroborants.  Among  thefe  the  tormentilla  rb6t\ 
in  powder  or  extrad,  the  Peruvian  bark  in  powder, 
or  infufed  in  red  wine,  or,  which  is  fometimes  beltef, 
infufed  in  lime-water,  united,  according  to  circum- 
ftances,  with  iron,  balfamics,  or  fome  other  powerful 
aftringent,  fuch  as  refina  kino,  refina  draconis,  &c. 
will  fometimes  prove  efFeiftual  when  all  other  reme- 
dies have  failed.  After  all,  however,  our  utmoft  en- 
deavours to  cure  an  inveterate  gleet  will  fometimes 
be  in  vain  ;  and  there  have  been  inftances  where 
nature  has  effedled  a  cure  in  time,  after  the  unfuc- 
Cefsful  and  tedious  exhibition  of  the  moll  powerful 
remedies. 

Obstinate  gleets  fometimes  originate,  as  mention- 
ed above,  from  a  fingular  caufe  ;  of  which  we  have 
fome  examples  in  anatomical  colledions.  This  is, 
when  two  ulcers  of.  the  urethra  happen  to  be  nearly 
oppofite  to  each  other.  Itl  this  cafe,  fome  parts  of 
them  will  inofculate  with  each  other,  producing  a 
kind  of  bands  acrofs  the  urethra,  with  a  fmall  ulce- 
ration below.  Thus  not  only  a  irioft  bbftinate  run- 
ning, baffling  all  medicines,  is  produced  ;  but  a  dif- 
ficulty of  making  water  frequently  takes  place,  and 
an  impoflibility  of  making  it  but  in  a  very  fmall 
ftream,  or  not  at  all.  The  only  remedy  in  this  cafe, 
if  we  have  fome  reafon  for  fufpedting  this  caufe,  is 
the  chirurgical  operation  ;  though  in  fome  cafes, 
where  the  bands  are  not  too  ftrong,  they  might  per- 
haps 
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tiaps  be  broke  by  applying  a  probe  or  catheter. 
Whether  or  not  the  following  cafe  of  a  very  trouble- 
Tome  and  obftinate  gleet  belongs  to  this  clafs,  I  leave 
my  readers  to  judge. 

Some  years  ago  I  was  confulted  by  a  nobleman 
concerning  a  gleet,  with  which  he  had  been  afFedl- 
ed  for  about  ten  years,  and  for  which  he  had  con- 
fulted the  phyficians  and  furgeons  m  feveral  coun- 
tries.   Sometimes  it  flopped  for  feveral  days  ;  then 
it  came  on  again  of  itfelf,  efpecially  after  riding  on 
horfeback  or  coition.    At  fuch  times  he  always  felt 
fome  uneafinefs,  and  the  next  day  a  httle  running, 
which  went  off  till  the  fame  caufe  was  repeated ; 
which  rendered  him  very  uneafy,  efpecially  as  he  in- 
tended to  marry.    Upon  examining  the  patient,  I 
found  the  diforder  feated  down  in  the  urethra,  about 
the  place  called  the  Caput  gallinaginis.    £very  inter- 
nal and  external  remedy  that  I  knew  of  was  applied 
without  effeding  a  radical  cure.    I  took  the  difeafc 
to  be  a  callous  ulceration  ;  and,  on  this  fuppofition, 
applied  bougies  for  eight  or  ten  weeks  without  the 
leaf!  effed.    Being  obliged  to  continue  my  travels,  I 
left  him  very  little  the  better  for  what  I  had  done  ; 
at  the  fame  time  advifing  him,  as  he  intended  to  go 
to  Paris,  to  confult  there  whomfoever  he  could  ex- 
pe6l  any  benefit  from.    The  refult,  as  he  afterwards 
informed  me  by  letter,  was  as  follows  :  "  After  niy 
"  arrival  at  Paris,  1  confulted,  according  to  your  ad- 
"  vice,  all  the  medical  men  of  eminence  in  that  city, 
*'  who  rendered  me  more  uneafy  about  my  diforder 
"  than  I  had  ever  been  before,  by  their  different  6- 
"  pinions  of  the  caufe,  nature,  and  cure  of  it.  Some 
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"  advifed  me  to  a  new  mercurial  courfe ;  others  pre- 
"  fcribed  different  internal  and  external  medicines. 
"  I  flrowed  them  all  the  prefcriptions  fucceffively 
"  tried  by  you  ;  they  feemed  rather  aftoniflied,  that 
"  none  of  them,  after  a  fair  trial,  had  fuccceded, 
"  However,  fome  new  injedlions  and  internal  reme^ 
"  dies  were  ordered,  rather  I  think  to  fatisfy  me  for 
"  my  money,  than  in  hopes  of  doing  me  any  real  fer- 
*'  vice  ;  indeed,  I  was  for  three  or  four  months  eii- 
"  tirely  in  the  fame  condition  as  when  I  firft  came 
"  to  Paris.    But,  furprifing  it  may  feem  to  you  I  the 

laft  perfon  whom  I  confulted  upon  recommenda- 
■  "  tion,  feemed  to  me  the  moft  ignorant  I  had  apph- 
*'  ed  to.  He  faid  he  was  obhged  to  examine  the 
"  paffage  of  the  urethra  with  a  catheter,  in  order  to 
"  afcertain  the  place,  &c.  He  accordingly  apphed  it. 
"  It  went  in  as  ufual  very  readily,  1 11  it  came  to  the 
"  feat  of  the  diforder,  where  it  met  with  the  fame 
"  obftacle  it  had  always  done,  which  I  had  before 
"  told  him  of.  Not withfta.. ding  this,  he  endeavour- 
*'  ed  to  pufh  it  further.  I  told  him  it  gave  me  ex- 
*'  ceffive  pain  :  but  he  preffed  it  imprudently  on,  and 
'  *  it  went  through ;  upon  which  fome  blood  iramedi- 
"  ately  run  out  of  the  urethra.  This,  as  it  feemed^ 
*'  much  frightened  him :  he  alkcd  my  pardon,  with- 
«'  drew  his  inftrument,  took  his  fee,  and  departed 
"  but  left  me  much  dilTatisfied  for  employing  him. 
"  I  expedted  I  fhould  be  worfe  the  next  day,  and  fuf- 
*'  fer  much  from  his  unfkilful  condu6t :  but  quite  the 
"  reverfe ;  I  have  been  free  from  any  diforder  thefc 
t'  two  months  paft.  I  ride  on  horfeback,  and  enjoy  a 
t'  woman,  without  finding  any  ill  effcdts  from  them ; 

and  therefore  think  myfelf  radically  cured.  The 
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friendfhip  I  owe  you,  for  the  trouble  you  took  on 
"  my  account,  obliges  me  to  ftate  to  you  this  particular 
"  cafe  ;  which  may  be  of  ufe  to  you,  and  which  you 
"  perhaps  can  better  account  for  than  thofe  1  have 
"  fince  confuked." 

Gleets,  arifing  from  deep  and  large  erofions  of  the 
mouths  of  the  feminal  duds,  or  excretories  of  the 
proftate  gland,  as  alfo  thofe  which  originate  from  a 
difeafed  proftate  gland,  or  from  ulcers  of  the  bladder, 
are  often  incurable. 

In  all  inveterate  and  obftinate  gleets,  which  have 
"their  feat  low  down  in  the  urethra,  we  fhould  care- 
fully examine  the  proftate  gland ;  for  to  a  difeafe  of 
this  part  they  frequently  owe  their  origin.  If  the 
gland  fhall  be  found  preternaturally  fwelled  and  hard 
after  a  mercurial  courfe,  repeated  blifters  applied  to 
the  perinaeum,  with  large  dofes  of  the  infpifTated  juice 
of  conium  maculatum,  or  a  decoction  of  mezereura, 
I  have  feen  in  fome  inftances  attended  with  fuccefs 
where  all  other  remedies  had  failed. 

Of  the  treatment  of  gleets  combined  with  ftric- 
tures,  viz.  with  more  or  lefs  difficulty  in  making  wa- 
ter, I  muft  refer  to  the  chupter  on  Ifchury. 

Gleets  which  arife  either  from  a  weaknefs,  relax- 
ation, or  fometimes  perhaps  from  too  great  an  irrita- 
bihty  of  the  duds  of  the  feminal  veftels,  are  proper- 
ly called  by  the  name  of  Gonorrhrea  (fluxus  feminis.J 
In  thefe  cafes,  a  real  femen  is  difcharged,  fometimes 
without  eredion  or  any  fenfation  of  pleafure  :  and  is 
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either  eontinually  dripping  off,  or  evacuated  at  times 
by  debilitating  nodurnal  or  diurnal  polUitions.  Some- 
times it  is  difcharged  only  on  going  to  ftool,  when 
the  hard  faeces,  during  their  paffage  in  the  redlum, 
prefs  on  the  feminal  veficles  and  proflate  gland,  and 
thus  force  the  relaxed  orifices  of  their  excretory 
duds.  This  diforder,  however,  does  not  arife  from 
any  venereal  infedion,  and  but  feldom.  from  the  a- 
bufe  of  venery.  The  moll  general  caufe  of  it  is  ma- 
nuftupration,  and  therefore  comes  not  within  my 
plan  at  prefent.  It  requires  a  moft  prudent  and  care- 
ful treatment ;  otherwife  the  patient  will  fail  a  vic- 
tim to  that  kind  of  confumption  which  we  call  with 
Hippocrates  Tabes  dorfalis. 
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Ilhjlrating  the  two  preceding  Chapters, 
Claf.  Locales, 

Ord.  Phhgofes,  or  Mucifluxus 

Genus,  BLENNORHAGIA.  ^«^/^r.  Clap  ;  Ger. 
manis,  Tripper;  Gallis,  Chaude-piffe j  Jtalis,  Go- 
norrhcea. 

Chara&er  in  Viris.  Titillatio,  prascipue  in  urethrse  parte 
anteriore  in  lacuna  Morgagni  fub  fraenulo  ;  fubfequente 
poft  biduum  aut  quatriduum,  phlogoli  locali,  cum  ardore 
et  dolore  in  mingendo  ;  accedente  ftillicidio  materiei  pu- 
rulentae  vel  puriformis  ex  urethra  ;  corpore  caveruofo 
urethrge  praetematuraliter  turgefcente,  plerumque  cum. 

.  ereftionibus  membri  virilis  folito  frequentioribus  dolori- 
ficis. 

In  Foeminis.  Titillatio  ad  orificium  vaginae  externum ;  fub- 
fequente poft  biduum  aut  quatriduum  dolore,  rubore  et 
tumore  praeternaturali,  praecipue  (ad  rapham)  prope  com- 
mifluram  labiorum  vulvae  inferiorem ;  accedente  ardore 
et  dolore  ejufdam  partis  in  mingendo  ;  cum  ftillicidio  ma- 
teriei puriformis  ex  vulva. 

Gonorrhoea 

— —  virulenta 

 maligna 

  venerea 

Fluor  albus  venereus,  f.  mallgnus 
Leucorrhcea  venerea 


►  auftorum. 


Variat 
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Variat  ratione  fcdis. 

Elennorrhama  balani 


■  urclhialis 
vcfi  calls 
labialis 
vaginalis 
uterina 
naCalis 


Materia  futnie 
ex  glandc 
ex  urethra, 
e  vefica, 
•i  e  labiis  vulvss, 
e  vagina, 
ex  utero, 
e  naribus. 


Species  funt, 

JBleBnorrbagia  fyphillti'ca, 

Simplex,  ' 

Complicata,  f,  ulcerofa. 
Blennorrhagia  a  manuftupratlone. 

'  ■   ab  acri  externa  applicato. 

1  a  ftimulo  interne  applicato. 

 arthricica. 

 •  a  calculo  veficas. . 

'  ■  .' '"'  — H  tanprb  uteri  aat  vaginae. 

Sequela  Blennorrhagise  eft, 

BLENNORRHOEA.  Anglis,  Gleet;  Germanh, 
Nachtripper,  weiffer  Hus ;  Gallis,  Gonorrhee 
inveteree. 

Chara&er,  StiUicidium  humoris  puriformis,  aut  muci 
limpidi,  ex  urethra  in  viris,  ex  orificio  vaginae  in  fee- 
Hiini^,  praeternaturalis,  fine  libidine  aut  djfuria. 

Gonorrhoea  benigna 

■— —  inveterata 

riuor  albus  benienus 
Leucorrhaa 


>  auftorum. 


Variat  ratione  fedis  ut  Blennorrhagia. 
Species  pra£lico  notatu  nec'effarias  funt, 

Jn  viris:  Blennorrhoea  fimplex.  a  relaxatione  vaforum. 

 complicat  a  : 

«  Cum  ulcere  uthcrae, 

Cum  ulcere  aut  fcirrho  p^oflatae. 
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in  faminis :  Blennorrhcea  a  relaxatione  aut  debilitate  vaforum  U- 
teri  aut  vagincc. 

.  ex  blennoiliagia  prsegrefla. 

 .  ex  diaeta  laute  ct  vita  fedentarla. 

 ■  —  a  manuflupratione. 

.  ab  ulcere  aut  cancro  uteri  vel  vagincc. 

Sequelae  Blennorrhagiae  fyphiliticse  retropulfae  funt : 

Tumor  tefticulorum, 

Ifchuria  urethralis. 

Bubo  ?  ; 

Ophthalmia. 

Dyfecoea. 

riuxis  puriformis  ex  oculis, 

__ — _»  ex  auribus. 

 —  e  naribus. 

Syphilis. 

Genus,  GONORRHOEA. 

CharaBer,  Excretio  feminis  aut  muci  proftatae  prjeter- 
naturalis,  potifSmum  fine  ereftione  et  lioidine  j  acce- 
dentc  dolore  lumborum  et  atrophia. 


Gonorrhosa  vera 

Pollutio  nofturna  debilitans  j>-  auftorum. 

Excretio  feminis  involuntaiia 

Species  funt : 


} 


Gonorrhoea  a  debilitate  aut  relaxatione  vaforura. 
 ab  ulcere  aut  erofione  duduum  excretoriorum 

proftatae  et  veficularum  feminalium  " 
 ;  a  nimia  irritabilitate,  potiffimum  per  manaltu- 

prationcm  indufta. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

O/z //j^- Venereal  Swelling  of  the  Testicles. 

W  HEN  a  Clap  has  been  treated  either  by  impropc' 
medicines,  or  the  patient  labouring  under  it  ufe. 
violent  exercife,  or  efpecially  if  he  catches  cold  in 
the  part  alfeded,  by  expofing  it  to  a  ftream  of  cold 
air,  or  by  wafhing  it  with  cold  water,  one,  and  fome- 
times  both  tefticles  begin  to  fwell,  often  to  an  enor- 
mous fize,  attended  with  all  the  fymptoms  of  a  IoclI 
inflammation ;  to  which  an  irritation  of  the  whole 
fyftem  and  violent  fever  not  unfrequently  fucceed. 
This  difeafe  is  called  a  Swelled  Teflicle,  and  by  fome 
writers,  though  very  improperly,  Hernia  humorahs. 

Previous  to  the  fwellifig,  the  running  of  the  clap 
partly  or  entirely  ceafes ;  but,  fometimes,  this  will 
only  happen,  at  leaft  to  an  obfervable  degree,  a  day 
or  two  after  the  fwelling  has  adually  taken  place. 

That  the  fwelling  and  fymptoms  of  this  inflam- 
mation are  produced,  in  this  cafe,  merely  by  the  ir- 
ritation of  the  poifon  lodged  lower  down  in  the  ure- 
thra, at  the  place  where  the  excretory  duds  of  the 
feminal  veficles  open,  and  not  (as  was  formerly  fup- 
pofed)  from  an  abforption  and  tranfpofition  of  the 
poifon  to  the  teflicle  itfelf,  is  now  generally  admitted  j 
and  will  perhaps  be  more  evident  from  the  obferva- 
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tions  which  I  lhall  lay  down  upon  the  nature  and 
ieat  of  this  diforder,  and  from  the  new  method  of 
treatment  which  I  found  the  moft  fuccefsful  for  this 
■complaint. 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  this  diforder  mentioned 
by  fome  writers,  viz.  an  inflammation  of  the  tefticle, 
arifing  from  the  venereal  poifon  being  depofited  there 
from  the  mafs.  This  kind  of  difeafe  never  came  un- 
der my  obfervation,  and  I  therefore  can  fay  nothing 
about  it.  We  are  alfo  told,  that  a  fwelled  tefticle  a- 
rifes  fometimes  from  venereal  ulcers  of  the  glans  being 
dried  up :  but  neither  do  I  recolle(9:  to  have  obferved 
any  cafe  of  this  kind ;  though  I  have  feen  a  patient, 
who,  two  years  ago,  was  affeded  with  a  fwelled  tef- 
ticle, which  being  improperly  treated,  brought  on  a 
fiftilla  in  ano.  This  was  operated,  and  nearly  heal- 
ed up,  when  a  fweUing  of  the  tefticle  appeared  again; 
for  which  I  was  confulted.  I  fucceeded  in  difperf- 
ing  the  fwelling,  by  bringing  on  a  running  from  the 
urethra,  and  in  compleating  the  cure  by  a  courfe  of 
internal  remedies. 

It  has  been  hitherto  the  general  opinion,  that  the 
tefticle  itfelf  is  always  the  feat  of  this  diforder.  But, 
upon  a  more  clofe  attention  and  inquiry,  I  found, 

Firjl,  That  the  tefticle  itfelf  is  never  fwelled,  or 
in  the  leaft  affeded,  in  the  beginning  of  this  com- 
plaint; and  that  the  only  part  affeded  and  fwelled  ifr 
the  epididymis;  of  which  every  patient  may  eafily 
convincehimfelf  by  a  careful  examination.  I  faid,  the 
tdlicle  is  never  in  the  leaft  affeded  in  the  beginning, 

^  or 


7+ 


VENEREAL  SWELLING 


or  for  the  firlt  five  or  fix  days;  and  if  it  becomes  rf--* 
feded  afterwards,  it  is  enterly  owing  to  a  prepofte- 
rous  treatment,  idly,  I  have  conftant]/  obferved, 
thatthe  fever  which  frequently  attends  this  complaint^ 
efpecially  in  irritable  conftitutions,  is  never  a  primary 
diforder,  but  only  concomitant  to,  or  the  eoiifequence 
of,  'this  local  irritation ;  and  that  for  this  reafon,  by 
the  method  mentioned  hereafter,  it  is  almoft  gene- 
rally in  the  pov/er  of  the  phyfician,  if  he  be  called  in- 
time,  to  prevent  any  fever  from  taking  place  in  thit 
complaint. 

In  what  manner  this  fwelling  of  the  6pididyniii 
and  fpermatic  cord  is  produced,  is  difficult  to  explain. 
Some  think  it  is  owing  to  fympathy ;  others,  to  a 
certain  quantity  of  poifon  abforbed  and  depofited  to 
the  tefi:icley  and  others,  to  the  inflammation  flowly  ex- 
tending downwards  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and 
thus  obftru(5ting  the  courfe  of  the  femen.    If  it  were^ 
owing  to  fympathy,  why  does  the  fwelling  never 
happen  as  long  as  the  difcharge  of  a  clap  goes  regu- 
larly on,  though  the  fymptoms  of  inflammation  and 
irritation  run  ever  fo  high?  The  fecond  caufe  afcrib- 
ed  is  a  mere  fuppofition,  neither  founded  on  fadls  nor 
anatomical  obfervations.    The  third  feems  to  be  the 
mofl:  reafonable;  though  it  muft  be  obferved,  that 
if  the  extended  inflammation  was  the  only  true  caufe 
of  this  fwelhng,  it  would  feem  that  every  patient  who 
has  adifeafed  proftate,  or  an  inflammation  at  the  neck- 
of  the  bladder,  fliould  alfo  be  affeded  with  a  fwell- 
ing of  the  tefliicles;  which,  however,  is  generally  not 
the  cafe.    It  appears,  therefore,  mofl:  probable  ta 
Sie,  that  this  difeafe  is  owing  to  the  venereal  poifon? 

being 
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i»eing  retropulfed  from  its  original  feat,  in  the  lacuna 
Morgagni  under  the  frcnenum,  lower  down  the  ure- 
thra, where,  by  its  acrimony,  it  irritates  the  excre- 
tory duels  i-f  the  feminal  velTels ;  whereby  the  fecre- 
tion  of  the  femen  is  increafed,  but  its  excretion  pre- 
vented, on  account  of  the  excretory  duds  being  irri- 
tated, contraded,  and  fwelled:  hence  an  accumula- 
tion of  feed,  firft  in  the  vas  deferens,  then  in  the 
epididymis,  and  at  lalj  in  the  tefticle  itfelf.  Hence, 
from  this  dijiention  of  the  fpermatic  vefTels,  not  from 
any  real  inflammation  of  thofe  parts,  a  pain  comes  oni 
which,  for  this  very  reafon,  is  always,  we  obferve, 
obtufe,  never  acute;  and  hence  we  often  fee  the  pa- 
tient fuddenly  relieved  by  a  fpontaneous  pollution. 
"3ut  if  the  fame  caufe  continues,  the  epididymis,  and ' 
the  tefticle  itfelf,  wiU  becon^e  thereby  affeded ;  and 
its  inflammation,  if  the  poifon  irritating  the  excretor^ 
ducts  of  the  feminal  veflTels  be  not  .removed,  will  end 
^»  a  fuppuration  or  obfliinate  hardnefs  of  the  parts.. 

Fro;\i  the  caufe  afligned-,  we  clearly  conceive  how 
it  happens,  that,  after  the  fwelling  of  one  te'ricle  is 
^one,  the  other  is  fometimes  attacked ;  and  that,  af- 
ter a  fuppreflion  of  urine  from  a  retropulfed  clap  is 
removed,  fometimes  a  fwelling  of  the  teflicle  comes 
on.  It  is  owing  to  the  tranfpofition  or  change  of 
place  of  the  poifon.  It  will  further  appear,  from  the 
nature  of  this  diforder,  why  a  man  who  has  been  once 
affeded  with  a  fwelled  tefliicle,  is  lb  eafily  afFeded  ' 
\vith  the  fame  diforder  ^  fecond  time. 

But  all  theoretical  reafonings  are  of  little  ufe,  if 
they  do  pot  lead  us  to  eftabhih  a  more  rational  an4 
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effectual  method  of  cure  than  has  been  before  prac- 
tifed.  When  I  therefore  firji  obferved,  That  this 
difeafe  is  not  originally  an  inflammation  of  the  tefticlej 
as  has  been  hitherto  generally  fuppofed,  but  a  fwell- 
ing  of  the  epididymis,  as  I  have  found  to  be  the  cafe 
In  all  my  patients :  Secondly,  That  the  applications, 
otherwife  very  ufeful  in  topical  inflammations,  fuch 
as  poultices,  fomentations,  &c.  were  in  this  cafe  of 
no  ufe  at  all;  nay,  fometirpes  even  hurtful,  as  I  have: 
experienced  in  myfelf:  Thirdly^  That  this  fweUing 
is  brought  on,  by  whatever  caufe,  which  flops  the 
running  of  a  clap ;  and  mofl:  generally  by  catching 
cold,  or  cold  applications  to  the  penis,  by  violent 
exercife,  or  by  aftringent  injedions:  Fourthly,  That 
a  fwelling  of  the  fame  kind  is  fometimes  brought  or^ 
by  the  Ample  application  of  a  larger  bougie,  and  cu- 
red without  any  other  remedy  than  by  leaving  off  the 
ufe  of  the  bougie — I  was  led,  in  ccmfcquence  of  the 
above  obfervations,  to  conclude,  that  the  difeafe  was  ' 
brought  on,  not  only  by  the  venereal  poifon,  but  by 
any  other  ftimulus  applied  to  and  irritating  the  mouths 
of  the  excretory  dudls  of  the  feminal  veflTels  in  the 
urethra;  and  that  therefore  a  new  method  of  cure, 
altogether  different  from  the  old  one,  might  be  at- 
tended with  better  fuccefs:  and  1  was  fo  happy  as  to 
find  the  fame,  after  I  had  occafioh  to  try  it,  firfl:  on 
myfelf,  and  afterwards  on  other  patients,  anfwer  mj 
mofl:  fanguine  expedations^  / 

Method  of  Cure, 

The  phyflcian's  firfl  intention  fliould  be  to  prevent 
the  difeafe  altogether;  and  if  this  Ihould  be  found 

impoflible, 


pF  THE  TESTICLES.  5j 

impoffible,  to  cure  it  in  the  mofl  fafe  and  fpeedj 
manner.  To  prevent  a  fwelled  teflicle,  every  thing 
that  is  apt  to  bring  on  a  flopping  of  the  running,  or 
a  retropuHiqn  of  the  clap,  ought  to  be  carefully  avoid- 
ed. Such  are  acrid  aftringent  injedions,  wafhing  the 
penis  v^^iih  cold  water,  or  expofing  it  to  the  cold  air; 
as,  for  example,  making  water  in  a  ftreet  where 
a  cold  wind  blows;  violent  exercife  of  any  kind;  the 
prepofterous  ufe  of  balfamics,  internally  or  externally; 
purging  medicines:  Which  points  carefully  attended 
to,  together  with  the  wearing  of  a  bag  trufs,  fropi 
the  beginning  of  any  clap  whatever,  have  effetftually 
icreened  my  patients  from  this  diforder;  fo  that  none 
of  them  who  complied  with  the  rules  juft  mentioned 
was  ever  affeded  with  this  dileafe. 

But  we  generally  find  pur  patients  not  fo  compliant, 
or  w^e  are  called  in  to  fuch,  who  having  been  treated- 
without  any  attention  to  thofe  rules,  are  adtually  afr 
feded  with  the  fwelling.  1  hofe  require  our  com- 
paffion,  and  the  immediate  application  of  every  means 
poffible  to  relieve  them, 

i   ■■  " 

The  caufe  of  the  diforder,  as  faid  above,  being  an 
irritation  of  the  mouths  of  the  excretory  duds  of  the 
feminal  vefTels,  from  the  venereal  poifon  having  taken 
its  feat  at  the  caput  gallinaginis,  the  mofl  effedual 
relief  we  can  give  to  our  patient  will  be,  firft  to  al- 
lay the  irritation,  and  then  to  recal  the  poifon  to  its 
former  original  feat,  that  is,  re-eflablifh  the  running; 
both  which  points  to  attain,  I  found  the  following 
method  mofl  efficacious. 
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If  the  pulfe  be  accelerated,  full,  and  ftrong,  thtt 
patient  is  to  be  bleeded  immediately;  and  a  good 
.quantity  of  blood  is  to  be  taken  from  him;  regard, 
however,  being  had  to  his  conftitution,  and  other  cir- 
cumftances.  If  there  be  no  irritation  in  the  fyftem, 
or  .only  a  modera.te  degree  of  it,  bleeding  is  unnecef- 
fary  (and  this  will  be  nearly  always  the  cafe,  if  we 
are  called  in  foon  after  the  commencement  of  the  dif^ 
prder);  being  convinced,  from  repeated  obfervations, 
that  the  fever  in  this  complaint  is  never  an  original 
difeafe,  but  brought  on  merely  in  confequfnce  of  the 
irritation  of  thofe  delicate  parts. 

To  the  fwelling  a  common  poultice  of  bread  and 
milk,  with  fome  oil,  and,  according  to  circumftances, 
a  little  fugarof  lead,  has  been  recommended  by  molt 
writers:  But  having  feen  fo  little  effedl  from  this  ap- 
plication, I  have  not,  for  many  years  paft,  made  ufe, 
of  it.    Inftead  of  a  poultice,  I  order  firft  a  glyfter,  to 
evacuate  the  fseces,  if  the  patient  had  not  a  natural 
ftool;  .and  then  I  advife  him,  if  his  fituation  will  al- 
low of  it,  to  lit  for  half  an  hour  in  a  warm  emollient 
bath.    If  he  cannot  have  that  convenience,  he  is  to 
be  placed  in  a  perforated  chair,  ,  upon  the  fteam  of 
hot  water,  for  the  lame  length  of  time ;  previoufly 
fufpending  his  tefticlcs.    From  thence  he  is  to  be 
carried  to  bed,  and  a  dry  bag-trufs  to  be  immediately 
applied,  iri  order  to  keep  the  teflicles  conftantly  fuf- 
pended,  as  their  hanging  down  produces  or  contri- 
butes to  their  irritation  and  fweUing.   A  warm  poul- 
tjce  may  then  be  alfo  applied  to  the  pepis,  in  order 
to  recal  the  running  again;  or,  in  other  words,  to 
jietermine  the  retropulfed  matter  from  its  new  feat  to 

come 
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*ome  back  to  the  old  one.  But  what  I  found  priil-^ 
cipally  to  be  rehed  on  is,  to  adminifter  a  full  dofe  of 
opium,  or,  according  to  circumftances,  a  glyfter,  inade 
of  equal  quantities  of  linfeed-oil  and  barley-water, 
with  forty  or  fixty  drops  of  laudanum,  to  be  injeded^ 
and  occafionally  repeated.  He  is  to  keep  in.  bed  and 
obferve  a  low  diet,  drink  nothing  but  barley-water,  a 
decoiflionof  figs  and  barley,  or  anemulfionof  almonds^ 

To  this  method  of  treating  fwelled  tefticies  by 
opium,  I  was  led,  as  I  mentioned  above,  many  years 
ago  by  a  fevere  cafe  of  my  own ;  and  I  have  feen  af-* 
terwards  fo  good  and  fpeedy  efFecls  from  it,  that  I 
fmce  conftatitly  made  life  of  it.  I  have  had  many 
inftances,  where,  by  thefe  means,  the  fwelling  and 
pain  of  the  tefticle  were  removed,  and  the  running 
brought  back,  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  or  forty- 
eight  hours;  and  in  thofe  cafes  where  it  had  not  that 
efFed  fo  foon,  it  always  greatly  relieved  the  patient^ 
and  prevented  a  fever.  In  all  more  obftinate  cafes, 
I  conftantly  obferved,  that  the  fymptoms  of  irritation 
and  the  fwelling  did  never  quit  the  patient  till  the 
running  of  the  clap  came  on  agairi;  but  the  moment 
this  latter  took  place,  the  patient  found  himfelf  re- 
lieved of  the  pain  of  the  tefticle,  and  the  fwelling 
gradually  difappeared.  To  affift  Nature  in  its  bene^ 
ficiai  efforts,  the  opium  internally, .  or  in  an  emollient 
glyfter,  is  to  be  repeated  every  twenty-four  hours; 
the  parts  to  be  expofed  twice  or  three  times  a-day, 
for  a  quarter  or  half  an  hour,  to  the  fleam  of  hot  wa- 
iter or  milk;  warm  poultices  to  be  conftantly  applied 
[to  the  penis;  and  the  accumulation  of  fasces  in  the 
tcilum  to  be  prevented  by  a  commoo  glyfler  occa- 
fionally 
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lionally  repeated.  By  proceeding  thus,  we  fiiall  ge- 
nerally have  the  fatisfaftion  to  cure,  in  a  few  days, 
a  difcafe,  which,  by  a  different  method  of  treatment, 
require  fo  many  weeks,  and  after  all  foraetimes  ends 
in  a  fuppuration  of  the  tefliicle,  which  bften  leaves  a 
troublefome  fcirrhofity  behind.  Of  late  we  have 
been  told,  that  fomentations  with  cold  water  or  ice, 
renewed  every  quarter  or  half  an  hour,  anfwered  be- 
yond expectation  in  difcuffing  a  recent  fwelling  of 
the  tefticle ;  and  in  other  cafes,  the  repeated  cold 
application  of  a  folution  of  fugar  ol"  lead  in  water  has 
produced  the  fame  happy  effeds. 

If  the  fymptoms  of  the  fwelling  is  dangerous  of 
obftinate,  more  efficacious  means  to  re-eftablifh  the 
running  the  fooner  might  likewife  be  tried,  and  ap- 
plied as  mentioned  above.  The  re-eftabhfhed  clap 
ought  to  be  treated  afterwards  in  the  common  man- 
ner ;  taking  great  care  to  give  no  occalion  to  a  new 
retropulfion  ;  which,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  in  fuch 
cafes  ealily  takes  place  a  fecond  time. 

If  the  fwelling  has  been  treated  improperly,  it  fre- 
quently happens  that  the  fymptoms  of  irritation  dif- 
appear,  but  leave  a  hard  fwelling  of  one  or  both  tef- 
ticles  behind;  and  the  difeafe  is  then  commonly 
called  a  Scirrhous  Tejlicle,  In  all  thofe  cafes  I  con- 
ftantly  found  the  epididymis  very  hard  and  much 
fwelled.  In  fome,  however,  the  tefticle  itfelf  was 
likewife  evidently  alfedted,  accompanied  fometimes 
with  a  fenfarion  of  a  painful  preflure,  but  more  fre-- 
quently  without  any  pain  at  all.  Mercury  rubbed 
in  externally  into  the  perinaeum  and  fcrotum  twice 
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u-day,  with  the  conftant  application  of  a  warm  poul- 
tice made  of  the  root  of  atropa  mandragora  L.  is,  in 
that  cafe,  the  moft  afeful  remedy.  An  emetic  has 
been  fometimes  found  efFedual.  The  decodion  of 
the  bark  of  the  root  of  daphne  mezereum  internally, 
,and  a  poultice  of  it  externally,  htis  lately  been  much 
recommended ;  but  in  feveral  patients  to  whom  I 
have  given  that  decodlion,  I  obferved  it  made  them 
fo  fick  that  they  found  it  impoffible  to  bear  it  on  the 
ftomach,  and  even  its  external  ufe  requires  fome 
caution  on  account  of  its  acrid  quality.  Electricity 
has  been  found  ufeful  in  feveral  cafes  by  Mr.  B'lrch^ 
in  London.  Van  Swieten  once  told  me,  that  he 
had  given,  for  an  indolent  chronic  induration  of  the 
tefticles,  lapides  cancrorum,  an  ounce  in  a  pint  of 
good  Auftrian  wine  or  old  hock,  taking  three  or  four 
table-fpoonfuls  every  morning  and  evening,  with 
good  fuccefs.  I  once  tried  this  remedy,  and  it  an- 
fwered  extremely  well.  After  Van  Swieten's  death, 
I  met  a  patient  who  told  me,  that  he  had  been  cu- 
red by  him  of  an  hard  fwelled  tefticle,  though  not 
from  a  venereal  caufe,  by  the  fame  remedy ;  and 
that  he  had  been  perfeftly  well  ever  lince.  An 
ointment  made  of  one  drachm  of  camphor  to  an 
ounce  of  fimple  ointment  applied  to  the  fcrotum, 
and  in  other  cafes  the  application  of  the  volatile  li, 
niment  by  means  of  a  feather,  have  proved  fuccefs- 
ful  in  feveral  inftances.  Hemlock  internally  and 
externally  has  been  likewife  recommended  ;  but  up- 
on what  ground,  I  am  uncertain.  Mr.  Acrell,  one 
of  the  firft  furgeons  in  Denmark,  has  found  the  root 
of  the  otionis  fpinofa  L.  given  internally,  anfwer  ex- 
tremely well  in  feveral  cafes.  He  boils  half  an  ounce^ 
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of  this  root  with  a  pint  and  a  half  of  water  to  one 
pint,  fweetens  it  with  fyrup  of  camomile,  and  gives 
a  table-fpoonful  of  if  every  three  hours.  The  wear- 
ing of  a  trufs-bag  is  at  the  fame  time  always  necef- 
fary.  It  is,  however,  to  be  obferved,  that  we  fhall 
fometimes  be  difappointed  by  all  thefe  remedies  • 
and  that  the  hard  fwelling,  of  feveral  months  or  years 
ftanding,  will  not  go  oft,  except  we  have  recourfe  to 
the  inoculation  of  a  new  clap, 

A  cancer  of  the  tejlicle  requires  extirpation  ;  but 
whenever  a  tefticle  is  cancerous,  or,  in  its  ftruclure, 
difeafed,  we  ouglit  always  carefully  to  examine  whe- 
ther the  lymphatics  of  the  fpermatic  cord  are  not  at 
the  fame  time  afFecled ;  in  this  cafe,  the  kidney  of 
the  fame  fide,  to  which  thofe  lymphatic  veflels  go, 
being  generally  difeafed,  the  excifion  of  the  tefticle 
proves  an  ufelefs  operation,  and  will  only  expofe,  by 
its  fat^l  confequences,  the  furgeon's  reputation. 

We  are  told  by  fome  writers  on  this  fubjed,  that 
a  venereal  inflammation  pf  the  tefticles  frequently 
terminates  in  a  fuppuration.  This  may  fometimes 
be  the  cafe,  but  never  happened  to  any  of  my  pa- 
tients. 1  am  therefore  inclined  to  believe,  that,  if 
it  happens,  it  more  frequently  proceeds  from  a  bad 
treatment,  than  from  any  other  caufe.  But  per- 
haps that  fpecies  of  venereal  tefticles  which,  we  are 
told,  arifes  from  a  tainted  mafs,  (if  it  ever  exifts,)  is 
probably,  having  its  feat  in  the  tefticle  itfelf,  more 
apt  to  end  in  fuppuration,  than  that  arifing  from  a. 
fuppreffed  clap,  which,  as  we  have  feen  above,  very 
feldom  affedts  the  tefticle.     One  particular  cafe, 
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which  I  Taw  eight  years  ago,  though  not  venereal, 
(^elerves,  perhaps,  to  be  mentioned  here. 

A  YOUNG  man  of  twenty  years  of  age,  affli(fl:ed 
with  fcrophuloLis  fwelJings  about  his  neck,  was  advi- 
fed  by  a  phylician  to  make  ufe  of  the  decoctum  hg- 
norum.  Following  this  advice  for  fome  weeks,  he 
was  affetled  with  a  cough,  which,  in  a  fortnight  af- 
ter, ended  in  an  hsemopryfis.  Though  he  now  left 
off  the  decodion,  and  made  ufe  of  feveral  other  me- 
dicines prefcribed  to  him,  the  cough  continued  for 
many  months,  accompanied  with  {pitting  of  blood, 
or  mucus  ftreaked  with  blood  occafionally.  Being 
confulted,  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  his  lungs 
were  affeded  with  fcrophulous  tubercles,  for  which 
I  knew  no  remedy  ;  and  defired  him  to  confult  the 
firft  men  of  the  profelfion  in  the  place.  Though  the 
remedies  ordered  by  them  did  not  in  the  leaft  alter 
his  cough,  he  was  in  other  refpeds  tolerably  well, 
eat  with  appetite,  and  flept  with  eafe.  One  day  he 
came  to  me,  and  complained  of  a  painful  fweUing 
on  both  fides  of  the  inguina,  but  more  fo  on  the  one 
than  on  the  other.  Upon  examining,  I  -  found  the 
fpermatic  cord  very  much  enlarged.  I  alked  him, 
whether  he  had  made  free  with  the  fex  ?  He  decla-.. 
red  upon  his  honour,  he  had  never  lain  with  a  wo- 
man in  his  hfe,  for  fear  of  being  poxed  ;  but  fa  id,  he 
I  had  had  the  fame  complaint  feveral  times  before, 
jand  felt  it  always  whenever  he  was  in  company  with 
i  young  women  who  ftrongly  excited  defire  ;  that  it 
^  grew  fometimes  extremely  painful,  infomuch  that  he 
*  avoided  fuch  occafions  as  mucli  as  poflible.  Having 
been  in  fuch  a  fituation  the  day  before,  the  fame 
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pain  came  on ;  but  had  continued  fo  much  ionger 
than  ufual,  that  it  induced  him  to  apply  to  me  for 
affiftance.  I  advifed  him  to  apply  cold  water  to  the 
parts:  which  cured  him  of  his  complaint  in  a  few 
days.  Thus  much  I  thought  to  premife  to  what 
follows. 

Some  months  after,  he  complained  to  me  that  one 
of  his  tefticles  had  become  very  hard  without  any 
apparent  caufe.  Upon  interrogating  him  about  the 
ufe  of  women,  he  repeated  the  lame  thing  he  had 
done  before ;  but  confeffed  that  he  had  frequently 
mafturpated  himfelf,  without  knowing  that  fuch  a 
pradlice  could  produce  any  diforder.  I  prefcribed 
hemlock,  and  all  the  refolvents  the  Materia  Medica 
affords,  both  internally  and  externally,  but  without 
any  effedl :  the  tefticle  grew  painful,  and  daily  lar- 
ger ;  and  at  lafl  burft,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  pu- 
rulent maXter  was  difcharged.  On  my  return  to  town, 
after  an  abfence  of  fome  months,  he  told  me,  that 
during  that  time  a  fmall  difcharge  had  continued  ; 
and  that  feveral  fibres  like  white  threads  came  away 
from  the  ulcer  every  day.  Upon  examination,  I 
found  the  whole  tefticle  reduced  to  a  very  fmall  fize, 
and  the  ulcer  nearly  clofed  up,  and  in  a  few  weeks 
it  was  quite  healed.  His  cough  continued  during  all 
this  time;  but  he  apf>eared  not  to  be  more  emaciat- 
ed than  \^hen  he  firft  apphed  to  me.  Every  three 
or  four  months,  when  the  tickling  of  the  cough 
feemed  to  increafe,  and  he  was  afraid  of  a  fpitting  of 
blood,  he  was  bled  by  his  own  advice.  The  fper- 
matic  cords  v/ere  quite  natural.  The  fame  month  of 
the.  following  year,  the  other  tefticle  became  aftedted 
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juft  as  the  former  had  been.  A  furgeon  of  eminence, 
who  had  treated  the  patient  with  me  the  preceding 
year,  was  now  called  in  during  my  abfence ;  and 
though  every  thing  was  done  for  him  which  in  mj 
opinion  could  have  been  done,  when  I  returned  back 
to  town,  the  complaint  ftill  continued,  and  had  now 
lafted  for  ten  weeks.  At  the  expiration  of  the  feventh 
week  the  tefticle  burft;  and  whole  pieces  of  the  fper- 
matic  veflels  of  the  tefticle  were  every  day  difcharg- 
ed  from  the  opening;  and  in  three  months  the  tefticle 
was  reduced,  like  the  other,  to  the  fize  of  a  fmali 
hazel-nut.  There  was  no  fwelling  in  the  fpermatic 
cords ;  and  the  patient  told  me,  he  had  ftridtly  fol- 
lowed my  advice,  and  avoided,  for  thefe  two  years, 
his  bad  cuftom  above  mentioned.  The  cough  con- 
tinued ;  but  by  degrees  reduced  him  fo  low,  that  he 
died  two  years  after. 

The  phylician  who  attended  him  laft,  informed 
me,  that  on  opening  the  body,  he  found  a  vomica 
in  one  of  the  lungs,  and  many  large  hard  tumours  or 
tubercles  on  both  ;  but  he  had  not  examined  the  tef. 
tides.  From  what  caufe  the  difeafe  of  the  tefticles 
arofe,  whether  from  a  fcrophulous  complaint,  or  from 
mafturpation,  I  do  not  pretend  to  fay :  but  I  relate 
the  cafe  only  as  a  very  particular  and  remarkable 
one;  which  ftiows,  that  there  may  fometimes  hap- 
pen a  fuppuration  of  the  tefticles  even  with  the  great- 
eft  care  and  moft  judicious  treatment. 
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CHAP. 

Of  the  Inflammation  <*«JInduration  of  the 
pROSTATJE  Gland. 

I  HAVE  nothing  in  particular  to  fay  on  the  inflam-- 
mation  of  the  proftate  gland,  except  when  it  arifes 
from  a  fuppreffed  Blennorrhagia.  In  that  cafe,  we 
fhould  ufe  every  means  poffible  to  reftore  the  run- 
ning, particularly  thofe  recommended  for  fwelled 
tefticles  arifing  from  the  fame  caufe  ;  becaufe,  if  this 
inflammation  terminates  in  fuppuration,  whether  the 
abfcefs  breaks  into  the  urethra,  bladder,  inteftinum 
reclum,  or  perinaeum,  it  is. always  attended  with  very 
difagreeable  confequences.  The  fymptoms  of  an  in- 
flammation or  fwelling  of  this  gland  are  known  from 
the  pain  and  difficulty  in  making  w'ater;  befides,  if 
we  fhould  be  doubtful  whence  they  proceed,  the 
finger  will  almoft  always  clearly  tell  us.  If  a  fuppu- 
ration has  already  taken  place,  we  have  only  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  mercury  internally  and  externally  will 
be  neceflary,  and  afterwards  proper  injeclions ;  the 
compofjtions  of  which  are  not  peculiar,  and  are  to  be 
left  to  the  judgment  of  the  praditioner. 

In  the  induration  or  fcirrhofity  of  this  gland,  the 
remedies  recommended  for  indurated  tefticles  or  bu- 
boes are  to  be  made  ufe  of ;  but  efpecially  biifters, 
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repeatedly  applied  to  the  perinaeum,  and  internally 
the  hemlock  in  large  dofes. 

If  a  total  fuppreffion  of  urine  is  to  "be  dreaded  from 
the  fcirrhoiis  fvvelling  of  the  proftate,  as  is  always 
fooner  or  latter  the  cafe,  every  means  poffible  ought 
to  be  tried  to  bring  on  a  fuppuration  of  the  gland, 
in  order  to  prevent  ftill  more  difagreeable  confe- 
quences.  There  is,  however,  to  my  knowledge, 
hardly  any  diforder  which  baffles  more  the  Ikill  of 
the  phyfician  than  a  fungous  excrefcence  or  fcirrhous 
fwelling  of  this  gland,  whether  from  a  venereal  or  any 
other  caufe.  The  root  of  the  atropa  mandragora, 
or  the  daphne  mezereum  in  a  poultice,  and  repeated 
blifters,  or  a  feton  applied  to  the  perinaeum,  are  the 
only  external  medicines,  befides  thofe  juft  before 
mentioned,  from  which  we  may  expedl  any  relief. 
Internally,  a  courfe  of  mercurials,  the  pulfatilla  ni- 
gricans, and  the  hemlock,  have  been  recommend- 
ed ;  but  I  have  never  feen  any  good  effect  from  any 
pf  them. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

On  the  Venereal  Isc^hury  and  Strictures. 

A  TOTAL  fuppreffion  of  urine,  occafioned  either  hy 
the  remains  of  a  former  fyphilitic  complaint,  or  of  a 
prefent  venereal  virus  affedling  the  urethra,  or  neck 
,'of  the  bladder,  we  call  a  Venereal  Ifchury ;  and  a 
partial  fuppreffion,  or  a  difficulty  of  making  water  in 
a  continued  and  natural'ftream,  attended  with  pain, 
and  a  frequent  d«lire  to  make  water,  arifing  from  the 
fame  caufe,  is  commonly,  though  not  always  pro- 
perly, called  a  Stri6lure.» 

When  I  fay,  that  the  name  Stri^ure^  which  has 
been  given  to  the  latter  complaint,  is  often  a  very 
improper  appellation,  it  is  becaufe  a  partial  fuppref- 
lion  of  urine,  as  well  as  a  total  one,  may  arife  from 
different  caufes;  among  which  a  ftridure  or  conftric- 
tion  of  one  particular  part  of  the  urethra  is  only  per- 
haps the  moft  common  one. 

The  different  caufes  by  which  either  a  partial  or 
total  venereal  fuppreffion  of  urine  is  produced,  are, 
T/?,  An  inflammation  or  fpafmodic  contradlion  of  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  from  a  recent  retropulfed  clap. 
idly^  A  chronic  conftriclion  or  narrownefs  of  one  par- 
ticular part  of  the  urethra,  from  a  thickened  and 
hardened  portion  of  its  fubflance,  properly  called  a 
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Stricture,  sdlj,  A  compreflion  of  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  or  urethra,  producing  a  partial  or  total  abo- 
lition of  its  cavity,  by  a  preternatural  fwelling  of  the 
proftate  or  of  any  other  gl^nd  of  the  urethra.  4thfy, 
A  prominent  cicatrix  of  a  precedhig  ulcer,  or  a  fun- 
.gous  excrefence  in  fome  part  of  the  urethra,  comr 
monly  known  by  the  name  of  Caruncle. 

As  upon  the  perfed  knowledge  of  thefe  caufes  the 
tadical  cure  of  the  difeafe  entirely  depends,  we  fliall 
conlider  them  more  minutely. 

Whenever  the  running  of  a  clap  is  flopped  by 
any  caufe  whatever,  the  virus  feems  to  go  lower  down 
4:he  urethra,  and  to  excite  there  a  fimilar  irritation 
and  inflammation,  as  it  did  in  its  former  place.  If 
it  fixes  its  place  at  the  caput  gaUinaginis,  and  there 
irritates  the  mouths  of  the  excretory  du6ls  of  the  fe- 
minal  veficles,  it  produces,  as  we  have  obferved  in 
the  foregoing  chapter,  a  fwelling  of  the  epididymis, 
or  what  is  commonly  called  a  /welled  tejlicle.  If  it 
goes  flill  lower  down  the  urethra,  and  fettles  at  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  it  will,  in  this  circumflance,  not 
produce  a  fwelled  teflicle,  but  an  irritation,  fpafmodic 
contraction,  or  inflammation  of  the  neck  of  the  blad- 
der, with  a  total  or  partial  fuppreffion  of  urine.  The 
poifon  in  that  cafe,  if  the  complaint  be  properly 
treated,  will  produce  no  other  difeafe  than  a  fuppref- 
fion of  urine  for  a  few  days  only  :  after  which  it  will 
leave  that  place ;  -and,  on  going  more  forwards  into 
the  urethra,  bring  on  either  a  fwelled  teflicle,  or,  if 
it  returns  to  the  fame  place  which  it  originally  occu- 
pied, reproduce  the  running,  with  the  common  fymp- 
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toms  of  a  clap,  and  fo  by  degrees  go  off  at  laft,  with- 
out leaving  any  bad  fymptom  behind. 

Bu  r  this  fo  much  wiflied-for  circumftance  does  not 
always  happen.  The  poifon  lodged  in  the  neck  of 
the  bladder  will  foinetimes  produce,  beiides  a  variety 
of  very  difagreeable  fymptoms,  an  ulceration  in  that 
place,  or  in  fome  other  part  of  the  urethra.  Though 
the  difcharge  arifmg  fromfuch  an  ulcer  be,  by  degrees, 
partly  or  entirely  flopped,  and  the  ulcer  itfelf  heal- 
ed, we  often  obferve  either  a  coarctation  of  the  ure- 
thra remaining  at  the  place  where  the  ulcer  was,  or 
the  cicatrix  of  the  ulcer  forming  a  kind  of  knot  or 
protuberance  into  the  palfage.  »Sometimes  alfo  the 
ulcers,  on  healing,  will  form  large  granulations,  or 
preternatural  excrefcences,  which  afterwards  produce 
the  fame  efFedl  as  a  prominent  cicatrix,  under  the 
name  of  Caruncles  (which  complaint,  however,  never 
occurred  to  me  in  pradtice};  or  the  profhate  gland, 
or  any  of  the  glands  of  the  urethra  irfelf,  form  a  fun- 
gous excrefcence,  protruding  into  the  urethra,  or  neck 
of  the  bladder,  and  thereby  produce  an  anguftation, 
or  a  total  abolition  of  the  cavity  of  the  pafTage.  A- 
natomical  difiections  have  alfo  difcovered  to  us  lately, 
that  two  ulcers  of  the  urethra  in  oppofite  direflions, 
or  a  fingle  large  one,  will  fometimcs,  in  fome  place, 
grow  together  by  bands  crofling  the  cavity  of  the 
urethra ;  and  whilft  the  lower  part  of  the  ulceration 
remains  open,  and  continues  the  difcharge  mention- 
ed in  the  chapter  on  Gleets,  the  upper  parts  grown 
together  diminifh  or  abolifli  the  cavity  of  the  urethra  . 
and  thereby" prevent  the  free  paliage  of  the  urine. 
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In  fome  of  thefe  cafes  the  patient,  efpecially  by 
living  fobcr  and  quiet,  is  able  to  make  water  pretty 
freely,  though  he  wants  a  long  time  for  doing  it.  But, 
on  committing  the  leaft  exccfs  in  eating  and  drink- 
ing, or  by  taking  too  much  exercife,  the  difeafe  grows 
evidently  worfe,  the  urine  is  difcharged  in  drops  only, 
or  in  a  fmall  and  interrupted  ftream,  exciting  great 
pain,  anxietyj  and  unealinefs;  or  the  palTage  is  fhop- 
ped  entirely,  and  thus  endangers  the  life  of  the  fuf- 
ferer.  The  urine,  in  thefe  cafes,  fometimes,  as  I 
have  feen,  forces  its  way  into  the  redlum,  and  is  eva- 
cuated by  the  anus  ;  or  it  produces  in  the  urethra, 
behind  the  coar£lation,  a  dilatation,  erofion,  linufes, 
or  a  fiftula,  through  which  it  afterwards  conftantly 
difcharges. 

The  further  back  in  the  urethra  this  difeafe  has  its 
feat,  the  more  troublefome,  in  general,  is  the  cure, 
and  the  more  danger  awaits  the  patient.  The  more 
inveterate  or  complicated  all  thefe  fpecies  of  the  dif- 
order  are,  the  more  difficult  is  their  removal. — Thofe 
arifing  from  a  callous  or  contraded  ulcer  of  the  ure- 
thra, are  more  eafily  cured  than  thofe  arifing  from  a 
protuberant  cicatrix  or  from  caruncles.  That  kind 
of  ifchury  which  owes  its  origin  to  a  retropuliion  of 
a  recent  clap,  I  have  obferved  to  De  removed  eafier 
and  fooner  than  all  others  ;  that  arifing  from  a  fcir- 
rhous  proftate  is  often,  though  not  always,  incurable; 
but  for  an  ifchury  arifing  from  a  fungous  eicrefcencc 
of  the  proftate,  the  art  has  no  remedy. 

M  2  Method 
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Method  of  Treatment. 

The  firfc  thing,  if  we  are  called  to  a  patient  af- 
fefted  with  a  venereal  fuppreffion  of  urine,  is,  to  in- 
quire, whether  it  arifes  from  a  retropulfion  of  a  re- 
cent clap,  or  from  old  complaints  within  the  urethra*- 
Our  chief  aim,  in  both  cafes,  being  to  remove  the 
ifchury,  we  ought  to  examine,  whether  the  difeafe 
is  ftill  merely  local,  or  whether  there  is  a  general  ir- 
ritation of  the  fjftem.  If  the  pulfe  be  quick  and 
hard,  bleeding  is  neccffary.  The  quantity  of  blood 
to  be  taken  is  regulated  by  the  ftate  oF  the  pulfe 
and  confhitution  of  the  patient.  A  man  of  a  ftrong 
habit,  or  of  a  plethoric  conftitution,  will  bear  the  lofs 
of  a  pound;  whereas  half  that  quantity  taken,  will 
operate  fufficiently,  and  have  the  fame  eiFedt,  upon 
a  dehcate  and  tender  habit.  It  ought,  however,  to 
be  obferved,  that,  in  fuch  cafes,  the  patient  will  reap 
more  benefit  from  one  copious  bleeding,  than  froiiv 
two  or  three  fmaU  ones  fucceffively  made  one  after 
the  other. 

This  being  done ;  or  when  the  fyftem  is  not  affedl- 
ed,  the  bladder,  if  much  diftended,  ought  to  be  eva- 
cuated, and  the  catheter  applied  for  that  purpofe. 
Its  apphcation,  however,  in  thofe  circumftances,  is 
often  very  difficult,  and  fometimes  utterly  impoflible. 
This  is  certainly  frequently  owing  to  the  caufe  of  the 
diforder ;  but  much  depends  upon  the  fkilfui  manage- 
ment of  the  furgeon. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  introdudion  of  the  cathe- 
ter, 
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ter,.  (after  the  patient  has  been  bled,  which,  if  ne- 
cefTary,  fliould  always  precede),  I  have  experienced 
the  following  management  to  be  ufeful.  1  he  cathe- 
ter being  anointed  with  fweet  oil,  is  to  be  introduced 
gently.  As  foon  as  we  meet  with  any  obftacle,  care 
ought  to  be  taken  not  to  force  it,  but  to  wait  a  little, 
,  and  then  try  to  pufh  it  on  again  gently;  becaufethis 
obftacle  feems  fometimes  to  arife  only  from  a  momen- 
taneous  fpafm  of  the  urethra,  excited  by  the  mechani- 
cal irritation  of  the  catheter  itfelf;  which,  if  we  dif- 
continue  puiliing,  frequently  will  go  off  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes, and  the  catheter  is  then  eafily  introduced 
further:  whereas,  if  we  go  on  pufhing,  in  that  cafe, 
the  fpafm  growls  more  violent,  and  renders,  the  in- 
troduction often  utterly,  impoffible.  It  is  owing,  pro- 
bably, to  this  fpafm  that  v/e  fee  fometimes  that  one 
furgeon  is  able  to  introduce  it,  while  another,  though 
•by  no  means  of  inferior  ftiill  and  talents,  had  before 
tried  it  in  vain.  If  the  obftacle  be  at  the  caput  gal- 
linaginis,  or  further  back,  we  may  very  often  remove 
it  by  introducing  a  finger  in  the  anus,  and  thus  af- 
fifting  the  catheter.  I  have  feen  inftances  where  the 
introdudion  of  the  catheter  proved  impoflible  as  long 
as  the  patient  was  lying  in  bed;  whereas  it  went  iii 
very  readily  on  the  patient's  fitting  on  the  edge  of 
the  bedftead,  his  feet  hanging  down.  I  have  alfo 
obferved  where  a  large  catheter  was  eafily  introdu- 
ced, after  a  fmaller  one  had  been  repeatedly  tried 
without  fuccefs. 

I  HAVE  been  perhaps  too  full  in  enumerating  all 
thefe  circumftances.  But  I  am  confident,  that,  by 
a  careful  attention  to  one  or  the  other  of  thefe  points, 
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we  may  not  only  often  fpare  our  patients  a  great  deai 
of  pain,  but,  what  is  perhaps  more  material,  pre- 
vent a  lues  tiiking  place;  which  eafily  happens  when, 
by  a  rude  treatment,  the  urethra  has  been  wounded. 
I  certainly  have  experienced  in  myfelf  the  moft  evi- 
dent fymptoms  of  the  lues  in  the  mafs  from  fuch  a 
caufe.  I  had  an  ifchury  from  a  fnnple  clap;  the  dif- 
charge  of  which  was  {topped  by  a  bad  treatment. 
The  furgeon,  who  was  other  wife  a  very  (kilful  man, 
on  introducing  the  catheter,  found  a  great  refinance 
at  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  at  the  fame  time  that  I 
felt  a  great  deal  of  pain.  After  trying  it  two  or  three 
times  to  get  through,  he  at  laft  pufhed  a  little  harder, 
whereupon  fome  drops  of  blood  were  difcharged  from 
the  urethra,  and  the  moment  after,  (the  catheter 
having  palTed  the  obftacle),  an  abundant  flow  of  u- 
rine.  I  recovered  in  a  few  days  from  the  ifchury  ; 
and  a  few  weeks  after,  the  clap  which  had  returned 
was  likewife  cured  :  but,  to  my  aftonifhment,  a  fhort 
time  after,  1  felt  a  fwelling  and  violent  pain  in  the 
fternum  ;  which  was  radically  cured  by  a  courfe  of 
mercury* 

If  the  coardation  of  the  urethra  be  fo  ftrait  as  t© 
refufe,  even  under  the  juft-mentioned  precautions, 
any  catheter  whatfoever,  an  apphcation  of  a  fmall 
catgut  will  fometimes  fucceed,  and  prove  highly  be- 
neficial. 

If  the  danger  is  not  fo  great,  viz.  the  bladder  not 
very  much  diftended,  confequently  the  immediate  dif- 
charge  of  urine  not  fo  prefTing,  and  the  introdudion 
of  the  catheter  proves  very  difficult,  forae  other  means 

to 
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to  procure  a  difcharge  of  urine  ought  to  be  tried;  of 
"which  I  have  found  the  following  the  moft  efficacious 
and  ufeful.  A  common  glyfter,  mixed  with  fome 
honey  or  lenitive  eleduary,  fliould  be  adminiftered, 
in  order  to  evacuate  the  f^ces,  and  thereby  to  pre- 
vent the  conltant  ftimulus  which  their  accumulation 
•  is  apt  to  excite.  As  foon  as  the  faeces  are  evacuated, 
a  glyfter  of  equal  quantities  of  barley-water  and  hn- 
feed  oil,  with  a  full  dofe  of  the  tindlura  Thebaica, 
Ihould  be  adminiftered,  and  occafionally  repeated. 
Every  kind  of  medicine  or  food  apt  to  go  through 
the  urinary  paffages,  fhould  be  carefully  avoided; 
and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  the  patient  Ihould  not  drink 
eveninore  of  barley-water,  or  of  the  folutio.n  of  gum- 
arabic,  than  is  necelTary  to  quench  his  thirft.  He 
fhould  like  wife,  according  to  circumftances,  be  put 
into  a  warm  bath,  tempered  with  milk  or  a  deco6lion 
of  bran,  for  half  an  hour  or  an  hour,  and  the  fame 
be  repeated  four  or  five  hours  after ;  or,  what  I  have 
found  often  very  ferviceable,  he  fliould  be  fet  upon 
a  perforated  chair,  and  expofe  his  private  parts  to  the 
fteam  of  hot  water  mixed  with  vinegar.  If  he  be 
reftlefs  and  feverifh,  bleeding  will  fometimes  be  pro- 
per, and  a  full  dofe  qf  laudanum  fhould  be  admini- 
ftered  to  him  in  the  evening.  The  judicious  appli- 
cation of  thefe  remedies  I  have  feen  fometimes  an- 
fwer  in  the  moft  defperate  circumftances. 

I  SAW  once,  in  a  fuppreflion  of  urine,  where  there 
was  no  catheter  at  hand,  that  a  roafted  onion,  ap- 
phed  to  the  perinasum,  by  the  advice  of  an  old  wo- 
man, had  the  effea:;  fo  that  two  hours  after  the  ap- 
plication the  urine  flowed  plentifully:  and,  in  an- 
other cafe,  the  fife  of  an  eminent  phyfician  in  the 

army 


96 


VENEREAL  ISCHURY 


army  was  faved  by  covering  the~glans  penis  with  tbe 
frelli  pellicle  of  an  egg  found  between  the  fliell  and 
albumen.  As  foon  as  tlie_pellicle,  growing  dry,  be- 
gan to  contra6t,  the  urine  began  to  flow  plentifully; 
but,  on  appling  it  the  fecond  time,  two  days  after, 
when  the  fuppreffion  of  urine  unexpectedly  returned, 
it  proved,  as  the  perfon  who  recommended  it  fore- 
told us,  inefficacious,  and  the  patient  died.  Perhaps 
the  volatile  liniment,  or  a  blifter,  applied  to  the  peri- 
naeum,  would  produce  the  fame  ejfFedl,  with  more  cer- 
tainty, and  quicker,  than  the  remedies  did  in  the 
two  cafes  related. 

If  we  have  been  fo  happy  as  to  evacuate  the  blad- 
der, either  by  the  application  of  the  catheter,  or  by 
fuch  other  means  as  have  been  now  mentioned,  our 
next  care  will  be,  to  prevent  a  frefh  accumulation 
of  urine,  and  to  remove  as  foon  as  poffible  the  caufe 
of  the  fuppreffion.  The  firll  will  be  effeded  by  con- 
tinuing the  fame  remedies,  and  cfpecrally  (as  has 
been  recommended  by  fome  writers,)  by  leaving  the 
catheter  v»?ithin  the  urethra.  This,  however,  none 
of  the  patients,  whom  I  have  hitherto  treated,  were 
able  to  comply  with.  They  fulFered  fo  much  froni 
keeping  the  common  catheters  applied,  whether  made 
of  filver  or  ileel,  flexible  or  inflexible,  as  made  them 
conceive,  that  the  pain  which  would  arife  from  a  re- 
peated application  of  the  catheter,  of  from  a  frefli 
accumulation  of  urine  in  the  bladder,  could  not  pof- 
fibly  be  greater;  and.  therefore  withdrew  the  cathe- 
ter, though  they  were  very  deflrous  to  have  retained 
it  if  they  had  found  it  poffible.  To  guard  againft 
this  inconvenience,  1  could  never  find  out  a  remedy, 
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till  I  tried  the  catheters  invented  by  Mr.  ^heden,  firft 
Turgeon  in  the  army  of  the  King  of  Pruffia.  They 
are  made  of  a  golden  wire  covered  with  a  folution  of 
caoutchouc  (elaftic  refin).  Their  apphcation  is  not 
only,  in  many  inflances,  eafier  than  that  of  the  com- 
mon catheters,  or  of  hollow  bougies  of  any  kind  ;  but 
ulfo,  in  all  inftances  in  which  I  tried  them,  I  found 
the  patients  could  keep  them  applied,  after  the  urine 
was  difcharged,  with  much  lefs  inconvenience.  They 
are  therefore,  in  thofe  cafes,  much  preferable  to  any 
other,  ^ut  if  we  have  none  of  thefe  catheters  at 
hand,  which  muft  be  the  cafe  as  long  as  they  are  fo 
difficult  to  be  got,  and  fo  high  in  price  we  mull 
liflen  to  the  patient's  fufferings,  withdraw  the  cathe- 
ter as  foon  as  it  becomes  too  troublefome,  and  have 
recourfe  immediately  to  fuch  remedies  as  will  tend 
to  prevent  the  return  of  the  fuppreffion. 

To  fach  as  are  in  pofTeflion  of  any  of  thofe  elaftic 
catheters,  the  following  rules,  to  be  obferved  in  their 
ipplication,  may  perhaps  be  acceptable. 

The  elaftic  catheter,  after  being  anointed  with 
weet  oil,  is  introduced  in  .  the  common  manner. — 
The  furgeon,  as  ufual,  gently  draws  with  one  hand 
he  urethra  towards  him,  and  holding  the  catheter 
vith  the  fingers  of  the  other,  always  at  the  diftance 
•fan  inch  or  two  from  the  glands,  gradually  intro- 
luces  it  I  whilft  this  is  performing,  the  catheter  ge- 
lerally  enters  the  bladder,  without  any  particular 
Jireaion  from  the  hand  of  the  operator.    If  any  re- 

N  fiftance 

•  Both  tliefe  inconveniences  are  now  remedied  by  the  catheters 
of  the  fame  fubftance  by  Mr.  Bernard  at  Pa 
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liftance  be  found,  the  rules  mentioned  above  are  to 
be  obferved,  to  facilitate  the  introdudion ;  but  if 
the  refiftance  be  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  there  is 
Nothing  more  to  be  done,  than  gently  pufhing  the ; 
inftrumeht  forward,  at  the  fame  time  turning  it  from  • 
the  right  to  the  left ;  for,  by  turning  it  in  the  oppo- 
fite  diredion,  the  fpiral  windings  of  the  gold  wire  of 
Mr.  Theden's  catheter  would  be  feparated.    If  the 
furgeon  finds  the  obftacle  greater,  he  ftiould,  as  I 
faid  above,  flop  the  introdudion  till  the  contradioa 
or  fpaftn' of  the  fphinder  veficss  and  the  ^refiftance 
ceafes,  which  happens  for  the  moft  part  in  a  very 
fhort  time,  when  he  is  enabled  to  go  through  the'' 
paffage  eafily.    This  catheter  is  Introduced,  like  a 
common  one,  according  to  circumftances,  with  cr 
■without  a  probe.   After  remaining  in  the  urethra  for 
fome  time,  on  being  extraded,  it  is  generally  very 
foft,  and  therefore  unfit  for  being  ufed  again  until  it 
has  been  cleanfed  and  dried,  and  put  for  a  little  time 
in  a  cold  place  j  which  operation  reftores  it  to  its  for 
mer  firm  texture.    The  method  of  cleanfing  it  is,  tc 
wafii  the  outfide  with  water,  and  likewife  the  cavitj 
^ith  the  fame  apphed  by  rinfing.  For  cleanfing  an<! 
drying  its  infide,  a  long  needle  with  a  filk  threac 
will  be  mofl:  fit.    When  about  to  be  ufed,  and  founc 
to  be  too  ftifF,  it  may  be  foftened  by  keeping  it  a  lit 
tie  in  the  hand,  dipping  it  in  warm  water,  or  hold 
ing  it  near  the  fire-fide. 

But  if  all  om*  endeavours  to  introduce  any  cathf 
ter  or  catgut  have  proved  unfuccefsful,  and  the  dan 
ger  of  a  rupture  of  the  bladder,  from  its  diftentio; 
be  imjuinent,  the  urine  muft  be  at  all  events  difchaf 
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^ed.  This  fhouid,  therefore,  not  be  deferred  too 
long ;  and  may  be  done,  according  to  the  feat  of  the 
iiiforder,  either  by  an  incifion  into  the  urethra,  be- 
hind the  ftricTiure  or  feat  of  the  ftoppage  ;  or,  if  that 
feat  be  in  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  the  ineiflo^ 
and  introdudlion  of  the  trocar  in  that  place  perhaps 
De  found  too  difficult  for  the  furgeon,  the  bladder 
tiiay  be  fafely  tapped  through  the  anus,  as  firft  pro- 
jofed  by  Mr.  Fleurmit,  or  an  incifion  may  be  made 
ibove  the  fymphifis  pubis,  and  the  bladder  be  tap- 
ped in,  this  place  under  the  peritonEeum;  both  which 
operations  are  neither  difficult  nor  painful,  and  either 
jf  theni  becomes  neceifary  to  fave  the  life  of  the  pa- 
:ient. 

;  These  are  the  means  generally  ufeful  to  give  rer 
ief  to  the  patient,  in  all  cafes  of  ifchuria  urethralis. 

But,  to  cure  that  diforder  radically,  its  caufe,  as  I 
lave  faid  above,  ought  to  be  removed ;  which  is  ef- 
fedted,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  complaint,  by 
iifFerent  methods. 

If  the  ifchury  proceeds  from  a  recent  repulfion  of 
i  venereal  Blennorrhagia,  the  running  or  clap  muft 
pe  recalled.    For  this  purpofe,  beiides  the  general 
emedies  before  meritioned,  the  fteam  of  hot  water, 
Rlone  or  mixed  with  vinegar,  or  the  volatile  liniment 
applied  to  the  perin^eum,  I  have  feen  and  experien- 
ced befides  the  inoculation  of  the  clap,  to  be  the 
:moft  efficacious  remedies  to  remove  the  venereal  poi- 
!fon  froni  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  bring  on  the 
running  afrefh.    I  recommend  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
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teftlcles  during  the  application  of  the  fteam  ;  bccaiifc 
I  have  feen  inftances  where  the  poifon,  leaving  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  inftead  of  returning  to  its  origi- 
nal feat  under  the  fraenum,  fettled  at  the  caput  gal- 
linaginis,  and  thereby  produced  a  fwelhng  of  the 
tefticle  ;  which  I  have  never  obferved  fince  I  took 
the  above  precaution,  In  the  mean  time,  the  pa- 
tient fl:iould  keep  quietly  in  bed,  and  warm  poulti- 
ces fhould  be  conflantly  applied  to  the  genital  parts, 
as  the  accumulation  of  fjeces  fhould  be  carefully  a- 
voided  by  means  of  glyfters.  Emetics  are,  occafion- 
ally,  as  ufeful  in  this  cafe  as  they  are  in  fwelled  tef- 
tides  ;  and  the  internal  ufe  of  opiates  produces,  in 
many  inftances,  a  fpeedy  efiedl.  As  foon  as  the  ve- 
nereal poifon,  on  leaving  the  neck  of  thef  bladder, 
occupies  again  its  original  place,  the  running  is  re- 
eftablilhed,  and  then  to  be  cured  as  claps  in  general 
are  ;  only,  the.  patient  ought  to  take  the  greateft  care 
to  avoid  all  the  caufes  which  are  apt  to  bring  on  a  li- 
milar  retropulfion  ;  becaufe  we  fee  daily,  that  fuch 
a  retropulfion,  after  having  once  taken  place,  is  ea- 
fily  brought  on  a  fecond  time,  even  on  the  flighteii 
occafions. 

I  MUST,  moreover,  obferve,  that  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
after  the  ifchury  is  removed,  I  always  found  the  in- 
ternal ufe  of  mercury  necelTary  for  a  radical  cure; 
having  feen  feveral  inftances  where  the  abforptionof 
the  virus  took  place  during  the  fuppreffion,  and  ex- 
cited afterwards  evident  fymptoms  >  f  its  prefence  in 
the  mafs,  though  the  local  comiJaint  of  the  genitals 
was  perfedlly  cured. 
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If  the  fnpprcflion  arifes  from  a  chronic  complaint 
I  of  the  urethra,  fach  as  from  a  ftrifture  accompanied 
•.vlth  an  ulcer,  or.  an  erofion  of  the  excretory  duds  of 
.he  predate  gland  or  femipal  veficles,  this  caufe  we 
mufl  endeavour  to  remove  according  to  the  rules  laid 
down  under  the  articles  Gkets  and  Venereal  Ulcers. 

If  the  ftridture  arifes  from  ^  limple  conftriclion  of 
one  part'icular  place  of  the  urethra,  without  any  ul- 
ceration, our  care  muft  be  to  dilate  this  coarctation, 
which  owes  its  origin  either  to  an  ulcer  healed  up, 
by  which  the  whole  circumference  of  the  urethra  in 
that  place  is  lefTened ;  or  to  a  prominent  cicatrix  or 
.  v-allolity,  occafioned  by  a  previous  ulcer.    This  is 
aioft  effedlually  obtained  by  aTong-continued  ufe  of 
bougies,  beginning  with  fmaller  ones,  and  going  on 
gradually  until  the  patient  be  able  to  bear  thofe  of 
( the  largefl  fize.    The  bougie  he  is  to  keep  applied  in 
!  the  beginning  for  a  quarter  or  half  an  hour,  and  af- 
i  terwards,  if  he  can  bear  ic,  for  feveral  hours,  morn- 
;  ing  and  evening.    If  a  bougie  of  elaflic  reiin  be  at 
i  hand,  this  precaution  is  ha  "dlyever  neceflary,  as  they, 
growing  foft  and  flefh-like  in  the  urethra,  produce 
little  or  no  unealinefs.    But  as  this  kind  of  coardla- 
tion  or  ftridure  is  fometimes  fo  very  fmall  that  it  does 
not  even  admit  the  fmalleft  bougie,  the  appUcation 
of  a  fmall  catgut  is  an  excellent  invention  The 
catgut  once  introduced,  and  left  for  fome  time  in  the 

urethra, 

*  The  ufefulnefs  of  this  application  has  been  much  enforced 
and  confirmed  in  pradice  by  Mr.  J.  Foot.  See  Critical  Inquiry 
into  the  "treatment  of  the  Difeafes  of  the  Urethra  ;  where  the  au- 
thor has  given  us,  befides,  a  number  of  ufeful  remarks  on  thofe 
eomplaints. 
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vrethra,  begins  to  fwell,  by  which  means  the  coarc- 
tated  paiFage  infenfibly  enlarges ;  fo  that  fometimes, 
on  withdrawing  it  the  |irft  time,  the  patient  is  able 
to  make  water  with  unexpeded  eafe  ;  and  the  next 
time  a;  larger  may  be  eahly  introduced,  and  have  the 
-  fame  good  effedl.  If  by  thefe  means  we  have  by  de- 
grees dilated  the  urethra  fo  far  as  to  admit  the  largeft 
'catgut,  a  bougie  may  be  introduced;  the  ufe  of 
which  is  to  be  continued  for  feveral  weeks  or  months, 
^ven  after  the  patient  is  perfectly  cured  and  able  to 
make  water  in  one  large  continued  natural  ftream. 

If  the  coarftaticn  does  not  even  admit  of  a  catgut, 
and  the  feat  of  the  diforder  is  at  a  place  which  we 
can  come  at,  an  incifion  into  the  urethra  behind  the 
coardlation  is,  as  I  have  faid  above,  moil  advifable  : 
by  thefe  means  the  urine  will  be  difcharged  through 
the  incifion,  whenever  necelfary,  and  the  return  of 
the  fuppreffion  thereby  effedually  prevented.  We 
may  afterwards  eafily  dilate  the  wound,  paffing  the 
knife  through  the  coardlation;  and  then  introduce 
a  bougie ;  which  the  patient  is  to  wear  until  the  ftric- 
ture  be  removed,  the  whole  wound  be  healed  up, 
and  thus  the  complaint  be  radically  cured.  The 
fame  method  will  be  alfo  fometimes  neceiTary,  if  the 
urine  accumulated  behind  the  coardtation  has  forced 
its  way  either  through  the  inteftinum  rectum  (in  which 
cafe  the  patient  will  void  his  urine  with  the  fasces 
through  the  anus),  or  by  a  fiftulous  opening  through 
the  perinasum.  But,  in  thefe  cafes,  it  will  be  in  ge- 
neral neceffiuy  to  let  him  go  through  a  courfe  of  mer- 
curials before  we  proceed  to  the  operation  of  the  fil- 
tula^  otherwife  w^e  fliall  find  ourfejves  very  often  dif- 

appointed 
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; pointed  in  curing  this  latter.  If  he  fliould  not 
Have  ftrength  enough  to  uridergo  fuch  a  courfe,  as 

frequently  the  cafe,  he  is  to  be  prepared  by  pro- 
per diet  and  medicines.  On  performing  this  latter 
operation,  an  incifion  muft  likewife  be  made  through 
the  ftridure,  the  original  caufe  and  feat  of  the  difor- 
der;  and  the  patient  is  to  wear  a  bougie  during  the 
cure,  and  for  fome  time  afterwards. 

If  the  ifchury  arifes  from  excrefences  or  caruncles, 
as  they  are  comm.only  called,  or  from  invincible  co- 
arclations,  the  incifion  of  the  urethra  at  the  place 
where  the  feat  of  the  diforder  lies,  and  the  cutting 
out  of  thofe  extraneous  bodies,  has  been  propofed^ 
but  I  have  never  yet  heard  of  any  cafe  where  this 
operation  had  been  performed. 

In  a  fcirrhofity  or  hard  fwelling  of  the  proftate,  of 
9.  fungous  excrefcence  of  the  fame  gland,  all  the  re- 
medies recommended  above  for  refolving  fuch  a  fwell- 
ing ought  to  be  tried;  and  if  they  fail,  we  flioulcJ 
rather  endeavour  to  bring  the  gland  to  a  fuppuratioii 
by  irritating  applications,  than  to  let  a  diforder  in- 
Treafe  which  fo  frequently  proves  fatal. 

If  a  fwelling  of  any  of  the'  fmaller  glands  of  tht 
urethra  Ihould  be  the  caufe  of  the  ifchury,  and  the 
moil  powerful  refolvents  fliould  prove  ineffedual,  it 
will  be  proper  to  advife  the  patient  rather  to  have 
the  extirpation  of  the  tumour  performed,  than  to 
>ive  in  the  conftant  anxiety  about  the  dreadful  con- 
sequences of  this  complaint. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VIL 

On  Venereal  Ulcers. 

An  ulcer  arinng  in  any  part  of  the  body  from  a  ve- 
nereal caufe  is  called  a  venereal  ulcer ;  but,  if  on  the 
genitals,  it  is  more  commonly  called  a  Jfjanker,  from 
the  French  word  chancre;  a  name  adapted  to  ex- 
prefs  its  corroding  nature. 

Venereal  ulcers  owe  their  origin  either  td  a  pri- 
viary  or  to  a  fecondary  infeSlion  j  viz.  to  the  venereal 
virus  either  originally  applied,  or  depofited  from  a 
tainted  mafs  to  the  fiirface  of  the  body.  Both  kinds 
may  arife  on  any  part  of  the  body  ;  but  they  appear 
more  frequently  upon  parts  which  are  covered  with 
a  very  thin  cuticle ,  fuch  as  the  glans  -penis,  the  in- 
lide  of  the  prepuce,  "the  urethra  ;  the  labia  pudendi, 
nymphse  ;  the  lips,  mouth,  nipples,  &c.  Of  vene- 
real ulcers  ariiing  in  any  internal  part  of  the  body, 
we  have  not  yet,  as  far  as  I  kqow,  any  authentic 
obfervation. 

Though  venereal  ulcers,  as  I  have-  jufl:  iiow  obfer- 
ved,  do  generally  and  moft  frequently  appear  only 
on  parts  which  are  covered  with  a  very  thin  cuticle, 
efpecially  on  the  glans,  prepuce,  fauces,  &c.  yet 
we  not  unfrequently  meet  with  cafes  where  they  af- 
fed  parts  covered  with  thicker  cuticle  j  as  the  penis, 

fcrotum. 
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Icrotum,  thighs,  &c.    There  are  like  wife  feveral  in- 
lUnces  where  fiirgeoiis,  performing  operations,  or 
perfons  affifting  in  the  delivery  of  women,  had  the 
misfortune  of  being  afTedted  with  venereal  ulcers  in 
their  hands  or  arms.    In  all  cafes  of  this  laft  kind, 
the  poifon  feemed  to  me  univerfally  to  operate  more 
powerfally  than  when  originally  applied  to  the  parts 
covered  with  a  thin  cuticle,  or  when  depofited  from 
a  tainted  mafs.  I  know  now  a  midwife,  who,  having 
been  infecled  in  this  manner  feveral  years  ago,,  ftill 
iWers  from  the  difeafe  ;  and  we  have  another  in- 
(tance  of  an  eminent  male-praditioner  in  the  fame 
^rt,  w^ho,  by  delivering  an  infeded  woman,  was  af- 
fected with  ulcers  in  his  hand  ;  and  to  this  prefent 
time  ftill  labours  under  the  confequences,  though  it 
(s  now  three  years  lince  he  received  the  infe<3:ion. — 
t  know  a  gentleman  who,  wounding  his  finger  by 
i.ccident  with  a  penknife,  and  expofing  the  fame, 
ivithout  thinking  or  fufpedting  any  bad  confequence, 
he  very  fame  night  got  the  infection  ;  whfereby  the 
-round  was  changed  in  two  days  to  a  very  bad  vene- 
eal  ulcer,  accompanied  with  a  painful  and  obftinate 
welhng  of  the  whole  arm,  together  with  a  bubo  un- 
ier  the  arm-pit,  and  other  fymptoms  of  a  general 
nfeclion. 


Though  I  have  attended  with  the  greateft  care  to 
.11  cafes  of  this  kind  which  fell  under  my  obferva- 
ion,  1  could  never  difcover,  in  the  conftitution  of 
Ihe  patients,  any  particular  caufe  of  fuch  violent 
mptoms.    In  two  inftances,  the  patients  before 
nd  afterwards  had  venereal  ulcers  in  places  covered 
'ith  a  jhin  cuticle,  and  the  poifon  there  produced 
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the  common  fjmptoms  only.  It  feems  therefore  pro- 
bable to  me,  that,  in  order  to  produce  primary  ve- 
nereal ulcers  upon  a  place  covered  with  a  thick  cuti- 
cle, the  virus  muft  either  be  extremely  acrid  in  its ; 
nature,  or  produce  more  violent  eflecls  on  account 
of  its  being  applied  to  a  part  which  has  no  mucus  to> 
dilute  the  fame,  or  to  defend  itfelf  from  its  acrimony. 
At  leaft,  we  very  feldom  obferve  fuch  violent  and 
obflinate  effedis  in  primary  venereal  ulcers  upon  parts 
covered  only  with  a  thin  cuticle,  or  in  fecondary 
ones  ariling  upon  any  part  of  the  furface  of  the  body,. 
This  is  owing  moft  probably,  in  the  former  cafe,  to 
the  poifon  meeting  with  a  quantity  of  mucus  to  di- 
lute it,  and  in  the  latter,  to  its  having  been  diluted, 
or  haviilg  undergone  fome  change  by  its  previous 
mixture  with  the  mafs. 

Venereal  ulcers,  arifingfrom  a  primary  infection, 
are  either  local  or  univerfal;  viz.  the  venereal  viru; 
having  been  applied  to  the  part,  and,  by  its  ftimu- 
ius,  produced  an  irritation  and  fubfequent  erofion, 
.confined  ftill  to  that  part  only  ;  or  it  has  been  at  the 
fame  time  abforbed  into  the  mafs,  and  thereby  in 
fedled  the  whole  fyftem.    This  diftindion  is  ufefu! 
and  necelfary  in  pradtice ;  becaufe  ulcers  of  the  lat 
ter  kind,  like  thofe  arifing  from  a  fecondary  infec 
tion,  can  never  be  radically  cured  without  a  courli 
of  mercury  ;  whereas  the  former  may  be  cured 
fimple  local  applications.  j 

But  here  I  muft  take  notice  of  another  materiasj 
circumftance  and  diftindion,  which  is  of  the  greatefij 
importance  in  pradice,  and  to  which  writers  on  thi 
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Ifubjecl  feem  to  have  hitherto  paid  little  or  no  atten- 
jtion.  Ulcers  arifing  on  the  genitals  are  now-a-days 
I  generally,  fometimes  even  after  the  flighted  exami- 
ination,  pronounced  to  be  venereal,  and  treated  as 
ifuch;  whereas  it  is  matter  of  fad,  confirmed  by  dai- 
ly experience,  that  ulcers,  both  of  the  fauces  and 
genitals,  may,  in  our  days,  as  vi'ell  as  in  thofe  of  Cel- 
fus,  arife,  and  do  adually  arife,  from  acrimonies  or 
m.iafmata,  which  have  nothing  in  common  with  the 
venereal  vims.  This  is  a  point  of  the  utraoft  confe- 
quence  in  pradlice  to  the  phyfician  as  well  as  to  the 
patient.  However,  by  not  paying  proper  attention 
to  it,  I  have  not  only  feen  many  times  the  character 
of  innocent  perfons  brought  into  queftion,  but  patients 
reduced,  by  a  prepofterous  treatment,  to  a  moll  mi- 
ferable  lituation. 

I  HAVE  further  not  unfrequently  obferved  the  moft 
idreadful  confequences,  when  ulcers  of  the  mouth 
land  fauces,  occalioned  by  the  ufe  of  mercury  itfelf, 
efpecially  under  a  falivation,  are  miilaken  for  vene^ 
real  ones,  or  when  ulcere  of  the  genitals  or  other 
parts  of  the  body  are  confounded  with  venereal  ones, 
which,  though  atfirft  really  venereal,  during  a  mer- 
curial courfe  affume  a  different  appearance,  and  thus 
'eem  to  have  entirely  changed  their  venereal  nature, 
.nftead  of  healing,  to  which  point  they  feemed  to 
approach,  they  now  prove  not  only  obflinate,  but 
yielding  a  thin  ichorous"  difcharge,  grow  worfe  and 
worfe  under  the  continuation  of  the  fame  remedy, 
and  fpread  further  and  further.     To  fhow  the  im- 
portance of  thefe  diftindions  more  evidently,  I  fhall 
ubjoin  an  account  of  a  few  cafes  relating  to  that  fub- 

O2  jed; 
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jedt  but  elucidate  this  point  more  fully  hereafter,  uri. 
der  the  head  On  Venereal  Complaints  incurable  by  Mer- 
cury, 

A  GENTLEMAN,  tweuty-one  years  of  age,  of  a  flron^' 
plethoric  conftitution,  confulted  me  fome  time  agu 
about  a  fhaiiker,  as  he  called  it,  on  the  glans  penis, 
with  which  he  had  been  afflicted  thefe  eight  or  nine 
months  paft.  He  had  confulted,  at  the  time  he  got 
it  firft,  an  eminent  furgeon  at  Dublin;  who  prefcrib- 
ed  a  courfe  of  mercurials,  which  produced  a  flight 
falivation.  But  the  ulcer  not  healing,  mercurial  fu- 
migations were  applied  for  fome  time  to  the  part  af- 
feded  ;  by  which  the  ulcer  feemed  to  grow  lefs,  an'' 
had  alTumed  a  better  appearance,  but  had  not  heal- 
ed. He  was  therefore  advifed  to  a  fecond  mercurial 
courfe,  with  a  different  preparation  of  mercury,  in  - 
ternally as  well  as  externally;  but,  under  this  courfe, 
the  ulcer,  inftead  of  healing,  grew  from  day  to  day 
larger,  deeper,  and  in  every  refpcd:,  worfe.  In  that 
GQiidition  he  came  to  London,  and  confulted  me. 
Upon  examining  the  part  affetted,  I  found  a  large 
deep  ulcer  on  the  glans,  with  hard  and  prominent 
borders,  extremely  fenfible  to  the  lead  touch.  Its 
bafis  appeared  reddifh  and  pretty  clean ;  but  the 
difchargefeemed  tobeof  an  acrid corrofive  nature;  by 
which,  indeed,  half  the  glans  was  already  confumed. 
I  told  him  that  I  had  feen  fcveral  ulcers  of  this  kind 
before ;  that  it  was  not  of  a  venereal  nature ;  and 
that  mercury,  according  to  my  obfervation,  was,  in 
that  kind  of  ulcers,  the  mofl  unfit  remedy  ;  that  I 
would  undertake  to  cure  him,  but  that  the  cure  would 
require  at  leaft  two  or  three  months  time.  Upon 

which 
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which  he  left  me,  promifing  he  would  call  the  next 
day  and  put  himfelf  under  my  care.    He  did  not  5 
and  I  heard  no  more  of  him  till  four  months  after, 
when  he  fent  for  me.    At  the  time  I  faw  him  firft, 
his  complexion  had  been  hvely  and  frefli ;  but  was 
now  of  fuch  a  fickly  and  cachedic  appearance,  that 
I  hardly  knew  him.    His  account  was  fhortly  as  fol- 
lows :  That,  having  been  diflatisfied  with  my  firft 
opinion  upon  his  cafe,  and  with  the  advice  I  gave 
him,  he,  at  the  defire  of  a  friend,  had  thought  pro- 
per to  confult  an  eminent  furgeon  in  town ;  who,  af- 
ter a  clofe  examination,  haid  pronounced  his  ulcer  to 
be  venereal,  and  had  affured  him  that  nothing  but 
mercury  could  cure  him ;  adding,  that  he  had  not 
taken  enough  of  mercury,  nor  the  preparation  which 
was  deemed  the  beft  in  thofe  cafes ;  and  that,  far 
from  two  or  three  months  being  required  for  curing 
him,  his  prefcriptions  would  efFed:  a  radical  cure  in 
three  or  four  weeks  time :  That,  upon  thefe  alfu- 
rances,  he  had  immediately  fubmitted  to  this  new 
mercurial  courfe,  which  brought  on  a  gentle  faliva- 
tion  ;  but  with  fo  little  effect,  that  though  the  ulcer 
feemed  to  grow  remarkably  better  during  the  firft 
three  or  four  weeks,  it  afterwards,  inftead  of  healing, 
had  corroded  the  reft  of  the  glans  with  part  of  the 
urethra.    Whereupon  another  furgeon  was  called  in 
confultation,  who  advifed  the  amputation  of  the  part 
affecled  ;  but  the  former  refufing,  and  the  latter  not 
being  willing,  to  perform  it,  he  had  refolved  to  drop 
their  advice  altogether,  and  to  hear  mine  once  more. 
On  examination,  I  found  the  remaining  portion  of 
the  penis  fwelled  to  a  monftrous  fize,  the  prepuce 
forming  a  perfed  phymofis  over  the  extremity,  and 
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the  urine  difcharging  through  three  or  four  different 
holes.  I  advifed  him  therefore  to  have  the-  prepuce 
flit  up,  in  order  to  fee  the  flatc  of  the  ulceration,  and 
to  clean  the  ulcer,  or  to  apply  fuch  medicines  as 
fliould  be  thought  proper.  Internally  I  prefcribed 
iiim  fome  ftrengthening  medicines.  He  ufed  thefe 
latter  for  eight  or  ten  days ;  but  the  operation  he  put 
off  from  day  to  day ;  when  he  was  advifed  by  one  of 
his  friends  to  confult  another  phyfician,  who,  by 
means  of  a  decodlion  of  hemlock  and  ginfeng  root, 
promifed  to  do  foraething  more  for  him  than  hitherto 
had  been  done.  This  decodion  he  took  for  a  fliort 
time  with  very  little  effe£t,  the  corrolion  creeping 
on  further  and  further.  At  laft  another  phyfician, 
an  acquaintance  of  mine,  was.  confulted  ;  who  infift- 
ed  upon  the  fame  ftrengthening  courfe  of  medicines 
which  I  had  formerly  prefcribed,  recommending,  at 
the  fame  time,  a  nourifhing  diet,  the  enjoyment  of 
country  air,  and  bathing  in  the  fea;  by  which  means 
this  young  man  is  now  re-eftablifhed  with  the  lofs  of 
more  than  half  of  his  penis  ;  which,  had  he  followed 
the  advice  I  gave  him  when  he  firft  confulted  me^ 
•YV'ould  have  been  without  doubt  wholly  prefer ved. 

The  following  obfervations  occur  to  me  upon  this 
cafe.  I  think  it  extremely  unproper  to  adminifter  a 
eourfe  of  mercurials  for  a  local  venereal  ulcer;  which 
was  the  cafe  with  this  gentleman  when  he  firft  ap- 
plied to  the  furgeon  at  Dubhn.  A  fecond  courfe  and 
falivation  with  mercurial  fumigations  were  ftill  more 
improper.  Advifing  him  a  third  courfe  of  mercuri- 
als, after  the  two  former  were  found  ufelefs,  was  not 
only  very  injudicious,  but  extremely  hurtful^  bccaufe 
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it  rendered  him  for  ever  unable  for  propagation,  t& 
the  great  forrow  of  his  family.  The  prefcription  of 
ftrengthening  medicines,  given  to  hiin  by  the  laft 
phyfician  whom  he  confulted,  with  a  nourifhing  diet, 
country  air,  and  fee-bathing,  was  the  moil  judicious, 
and  the  only  one  to  fave  his  hfe,  which  was  at  the 
time  in  the  moft  imminent  danger.  And  I  am  firmly 
perfuaded,  that  the  patient,  who  was  forced  to  fol- 
low this  latter  advice  only  by  the  fenfe  of  his  fulfer- 
ings,  would  never  have  experienced  any  of  all  his 
miferies,  had  he  followed  my  advice  in  the  begin- 
I  ning. 

•  I  WAS  confulted  in  another  cafe,  where  ulcers  of 
the  throat  arifmg  during  a  mercurial  courfe,  being 
taken  for  venereal  ones,  and  treated  accordingly,  by 
the  continued  internal  ufe  of  mercury,  became  fo  bad, 
that  both  the  tonfils,  together  with  the  velum  pen- 
dulum, were  almoft  entirely  confuraed,  and  the  pa- 
tient reduced  to  a  moft  miferable  fituation ;  when, 
only  by  leaving  off  the  mercury,  and  by  the  admi- 
.  niftration  of  a  quite  different  courfe  of  medicines, 
)  he  recovered.    And  Mr.  Brambilla  gives  us  an  ac- 
1  count  of  a  patient,  who,  under  a  courfe  of  mercury^ 
being  affeded  with  ulcers  of  the  fauces,  which  lia- 
1  ving  been  miftaken  by  the  furgeon  for  venereal  ones, 
>  not  only  loft  his  velum  by  the  continued  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, but  bad  a  caries  maxillae  brought  on,  which 
proved  fatal  to  him.    The  fame  author  alfo  obferves, 
that  inflammatory  tumors,  or  ulcers  growing  gan- 
grenous, are  conftantly  rendered  worfe  by  the  inter- 
nal or  external  ufe  of  mercury,  though  they  had  evi- 
dently been  originally  venereal.    I  myfelf  have  feen 
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many  inftances,  where  patients  affeded  with  vene- 
real ulcers,  united  with  a  fcorbutic  habit  of  body^ 
by  the  imprudent  ufe  of  mercury,  were  not  only  re- 
duced tea  moft  wretched  condition,  but  even  brought 
to  death.  Mr.  Fabre,  in  the  Supplement  to  his  Ob- 
fervations  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  relates  likewife 
feveral  cafes,  where  ulcers,  though  evidently  arifing 
from  a  venereal  caufe,  by  a  long-continued  ufe  of 
internal  and  external  mercurials,  and  repeated  fali- 
vations,  were  not  only  not  cured,  but  brought  to 
a  ftate,  which  afterwards  yielding  to  no  other  medi- 
cinces  whatever,  provedfatal  to  the  patient.  Whence, 
I  think,  it  will  appear  to  be  of  the  utmoft  confe- 
quence  in  pradice,  that  we  fhould  bellow  the  great- 
eft  attention  in  diftinguifliing, 

i/?,  Local  venereal  ulcers  from  unwerfal  ones ;  viz. 
from  thofe  united  with,  or  arifing  from,  a  tainted 
mafs. 

idly^  Simple  univerfal  venereal  ulcers  from  complica- 
ted ones ;  viz.  fuch  as  are  combined  with  fymptoms 
of  fcorbutus,  fcrophula,  &c. 

"^dly,  Ulcers  of  the  genitals,  mouth,  fauces,  l^c.  re- 
fembling  venereal  ones,  but  arifing  originally  from 
other  caufes:  For  example,  brought  on  by  the  acri- 
mony of  the  faliva  during  the  internal  ufe  of  mercu- 
rials or  mercurial  fumigations,  from  real  venereal  ones. 
And,  principally, 

/\.thly.  Ulcers  of  the  mouth,  nofe,  genitals,  groins,  "isc. 
which,  though  feemingly  or  evidently  brought  on 
originally  by  a  venereal  caufe,  have  now,  as  at  were,, 
changed  their  nature,  at  leaft  fo  far,  that  mercury 

has 
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las  no  further  any  good  efFed  upon  them,  but  rather 
^he  contrary. 

The  characcers  by  which  thofe  different  kinds  of 
alcers  may  be  diftinguilhed  are  not  eafily  defcribed; 
1  careful  inquiry  into  the  hiftory  of  the  difeafe,  in- 
"pedlion,  and  pradical  knowledge,  are  to  be  our  beft 
guides.  An  attention  to  the  following  points,  how- 
tver,  may  affift  us  in  forming  a  proper  judgment. 

Venereal  ulcers  are,  in  general,  pretty  eafily  dif- 
inguilhed  by  their  hard  margin  or  borders,  by  the 
ardaceous  cruft  which  their  bails  is  covered  with, 
nd  by  the  preternatural  rednefs  of  the  fkin  all  round 
he  ulceration ;  which  will  be  rendered  more  proba- 
le,  if  the  patient  is  confcious  that  he  has  previoufly 
xpofed  himfelf  to  the  infedion.  As  there  may,  how- 
ver,  arife  ulcers  in  the  genitals,  of  a  different,  or 
Dmetimes  perhaps  of  a  nearly  fimilar  appearance, 
:om  other  caufes,  as  has  been  long  ago  taken  notice 
f  by  feveralof  the  moll  ancient  medical  writers,  and 
Dnfirmed  in  many  inftances  by  my  own  obfervation, 
e  fliould  be  extremely  cautious,  and  never  form  a 
lib  judgment  about  the  nature  of  fuch  ulcers,  nor  pro- 
ounce  them  to  be  venereal,  before  we  are  perfecily 
nre  of  it.  By  following  a  contrary  method,  we  may 
Dt  only  hurt  the  reputation  of  an  honeft  perfcn,  and 
ifturb  friendfliip,  and  fometimes  matrimonial  hap- 
inefs,  as  I  formerly  mentioned  with  refpe^t  to  Blen- 
orrhagias;  but  do  material  harm  to  the  patient,  by 
tlminiflcring  improper  medicines.  Ulcers  which 
re  not  of  a  venereal  nature,  may  be  diflinguilhed 
|om  venereal  ones, 
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ijl,  By  their  difierent  appearance. 

idly.  By  their  cither  ari(ing  only,  or  growing, 
worfe,  during  the  ufe  of  mercury.^ 

3^/)/,  By  their  having  been  unfuccefsfully  treated 
with  mercury  before. 

/\thly.  By  their  exquifite  fenfibihty. 

^thly,  By  the  relaxed  flate  of  the  whole  "body,  or. 
by  the  flabby  relaxed  appearance,  with  an  ichoroiv 
difcharge  from  the  affected  part. 

6tMy,  By  fymptoms  of  other  diforders,  either-  a- 
lone^  or  accompanied  with  venereal  ones. 

Method  of  Cure. 

Ir  has  been  the  opinion  of  feveral  eminent  medi- 
cal writers,  to  treat  all  real  venereal  ulcers  or  flian- 
kers  in  the  fame  manner,  viz.  by.  internal  mercuri- 
als only  ;.and  never  to  make  ufe  of  any  external  ap- 
plication. Several  fpecious  reafons  have  been  alledg- 
ed  for  fuch  a  treatment ;  which,  however,  feem  to 
me  nowife  fatisfadlory.    It  is  faid,  that  fliankers  are 
figns  of  the  prefence  of  the  venereal  poifon  in  the 
body ;  and  if,  therefore,  they  difappear  by  the  Am- 
ple internal  ufe  of  mercury,  we  are  fure  that  the  me- 
dicine has  p'fenetrated  into  the  mafs,  and  that  the 
poifon  IS  thereby  totally  eradicated.    To  this  I  anf- 
wer.  That  recent  venereal  ulcers,  brought  on  by  an 
original  infedion,  are  by  no  means  fuch  fymptoms 
as  has  been  allertcd.    On  the  contrary,  they  are  in 
that  cafe  only  a  local  difeafe,  which  requires  no  in- 
teriial,  but  merely  local  remedies ;  and  if  no  topical 
application  is  made  ufe  of  in  time,  they  very  often 
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pread  amazingly,  the  poifon  is  abforbed,  and  produ- 
es  cither  buboes  or  other  venereal  fymptoms  in  the 
nafs.  I  undoubtedly  allow,  that  if  venereal  ulcers 
re  of  fome  ftanding,  the  mafs  will  then  be  in  confe- 
[uence  infeded ;  in  which  cafe,  as  well  as  when 
hey  arife  from  a  fecondary  or  univerfal  infedion, 
hey  are  certainly  what  has  been  aflerted  of  them, 
^nequivocal  figns  of  the  prefence  of  the  poifon  in  the 
tiafs.  Then,  indeed,  I  perfeclly  coincide  with  the 
ipinion,  that  they  may  be  treated  only  by  the  inter- 
lal  ufe  of  mercury,  without  any. external  appHca- 
lion  ;  becaufe,  if  they  difappear  by  the  internal  ufc 
If  mercury  alone,  without  having  applied  any  exter- 
lal  remedy,  we  are  fure  that  we  have  eradicated  the 
loifon  from  the  mafs,  and  cut  off  the  evil  by  the 
t>ot.  But  even  in  this  cafe,  if  they  affeit  the  geni- 
als  or  the  extremities,  the  poifon  is  often  apt  to  ex- 
Ete  a  violent  inflammation,  phymofis,  mortification, 
tc.  or  it  is  abforbed  and  carried  to  the  Jymphatic 
Hands,  where  it  occafions  buboes,  before  the  mer- 
ury  has  had  time  to  produce  its  efFedts,  and  to  de- 
iiroy  the  poifon  on  the  part  affecled. 

These  are  the  reafons  why  I  always  choofe  to  ap- 
Hy  immediately  to  all  venereal  ulcers  the  mpft  ef- 
;ctual  remedies  for  removing  them;  becaufe  I  think 
acre  is  nobody  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  this 
iforder,  who  would  not  prefer  being  affefled  with 

real  pox  to  a  mortification  of  the  penis,  or  to  a  bu- 
X).  As  to  what  has  been  faid  and  obferved  by  fome, 
nat  a  bubo  very  often  appears  after  fhankers  have 
£en  healed  up  by  external  applications,  and  that 
Dnfequently  thofe  very  remedies  which  are  recom- 
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mended  to  avoid  buboes,  not  unfrcquently  bring 
them  on,  I  readily  admit  the  fadt ;  but  I  am  very 
far  from  believing  the  confequence  drawn  from  it, 
viz.  that  external  remedies  applied  to  a  venereal  ul- 
cer, ever  promote  the  abforption  of  the  virus.  It 
happens,  in  that  cafe,  what  we  fee  -happen  every 
day,  without  any  external  application  whatever,  or 
what  w^e  muft  daily  be  afraid  of,  as  long  as  there  is 
the  leaft  appearance  of  a  venereal  ulcer.  What  they 
afcribe  in  that  cafe  to  the  medicines  externally  ap- 
plied, I  would  rather  afcribe  to  their  application  be- 
ing too  long  delayed,  or  to  their  not  being  fufficient- 
ly  efficacious.  In  all  cafes,  therefore,  where  I  have 
reafon  to  apprehend  any  bad  effedls,  I  think  it  not 
only  proper,  but  necelTary,  to  apply  to  all  venereal 
ulcers,  whether  of  a  primary  or  fecondary  infedion, 
the  moft  efficacious  local  remedies,  in  order  to  re- 
move them  as  fpeedily  as  poffible  ;  with  this  differ- 
ence only,  that  I  conlider  ulcers  ariling  from  a  re- 
cent original  infection  as  merely  local,  and  think 
they  may  be  fafely  cured  by  topical  apphcations  a- 
lone,  without  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury  ;  whereas 
thofe  ariiing  from  a  tainted  mafs,  require  always,  at 
the  fame  time,  a  courfe  of  mercury.  This  laft  me- 
thod I  likewife  think  neceffary  in  venereal  ulcers  of 
fome  days  ftanding,  th{ough  arifing  from  an  original 
infedion ;  there  being  always  the  greateft  probabili- 
ty that  fome  of  the  poifon  has  been  abforbed  into 
the  mafs  during  that  time.  External  applications 
alone  will  never  have  any  permanent  effcd:  in  thofe 
eafes,  becaufe,  if  we  are  even  able  to  deftroy  the 
poifon  in  -  the  affeded  part,  and  to  confohdate  the 
ujtcer,  it  will  foon  break  out  again  on  the  fame  or 
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rome  other  part  of  the  body  as  long  as  there  remains 
[he  lealt  particle  of  it  fubfifting  in  the  mafs. 

i  The  beft  remedy,  as  well  for  preventing  as  for 
:uring  recent  fliankers,  I  find,  after  repeated  trials, 
:o  be  fpirit  of  wine,  rum,  and,  ftill  better,  Hungary 
ivater,  or  lavender  fpirit*. 

The  other  external  remedies  recommended  for  cu- 
"ing  venereal  ulcers,  are,  Caujlifs,  Mercurials,  and 
AJli'ingents. 

The  application  of  cauflics  have  been  of  late  warm- 
y  recommended  in  recent  venereal  ulcers,  fo  as.  to 
.  ouch  them  once  every  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours 
.\ith  the  lapis  infernaHs,  till  floughs  falling  off  fuc- 
:effively,  the  bafis  of  the  ulcer  becomes  red  and 
oure.    This  pradice  is  undoubtedly  fometimes  pro- 
per ;  but  there  are  conftitutions  which  will  not  bear 
any  acrid  application  whatfoever,  efpecially  that  of 
cauftics.    I  have  feen  inftances  where,  in  fuch  irri- 
table or  in  fcorbutic  conftitutions,  very  bad  fymp- 
■oms  followed;  and,  in  one  cafe,  a' mortification  of 
lie  part  was  the  confequence  of  fuch  an  application, 
n  thefe  fubjeds,  the  internal  ufe  of  Peruvian  bark, 
.^  ith  external  aftringents,  or  occafionally  a  mercurial 
otion,  will  be  more  ferviceable. 

Among  the  m.ercurials,  the  red  precipitate  fprink- 
tcd  upon  them  every  morning  and  evening,  anfwers 

Very 

The  ufc  of  this  efficacious  remedy  was  firft  communicated 
:o  me  by  Dr.  Nooth,  phyfician  in  London  j  the  fame  who  is  the 
nventor  of  the  ingenious  apparatus  now  generally  in  ufe  for  im- 

iregnating  water  with  aerial  acid. 
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^  very  well,  as  long  as  the  ulcer  is  covered  with  the 
wliite  lardaceous  cruft.  The  mercurial  ointment  in 
this  cafe  is  of  little  or  no  ufe;  but  whenever  the  bot- 
tom of  the  ulcer  alTumes  a  cleaner  appearance,  then 
the  fimple  mercurial  ointment,  or  calomel  in  pow- 
der, or  fufpended  in  lime-water,  or,  according  to 
circumftances,  the  fublimate  with  lime-water,  or  a 
diluted  folution  of  mercury  in  nitrous  acid,  are  fer- 
viceable.  In  cafes  more  obftinate,  the  fumigationi 
with  cinnaber  prove  fometimes  very  efficacious. 

If  the  mercurial  applications  produce  no  efFecl,  or 
are  judged  to  be  improper,  the  external  ufe  of  aftrin- 
gents  anfwers  often  extremely  well;  fuch  as  a  de- 
co£lion  of  the  tormentilla  root,  or  of  the  Peruvian 
bark,  or  an  infulion  of  the  latter  in  lime-water. — 
In  other  cafes,  the  aqua  vitriolica  camphorata,  a  fo- 
lution of  blue  vitriol,  or  the  viride  aeris  diflblved  in 
oil,  will  be  more  ufeful.  The  fame  afhringents  will 
alfo  fometimes  anfwer  our  expedlations  in  ulcers  of 
an  atonic  or  relaxed  appearance,  yielding  ap  acrid 
ichorous  difcharge. 

Against  obftinate  venereal  ulcers,  opium  has  been 
lately  found  very  ufeful,  given  internally,  beginning 
with  one  grain,  and  thus  daily  increafing  with  a 
grain  till  the  patient  takes  at  laft  fifteen  grains.  It 
deferves  to  be  remarked,  that  opium,  in  thofe  large 
dofes,  never  produces  coftivenefs.  This  method  was 
firft  difcovered  and  recommended  by  Dr.  Nootb,  at 
the  time  firft  phyfician  and  infpedor  of  all  the  mih-. 
tary  hofpitals  of  the  army  in  America,  and  has  fince 
been  publifhed  without  mentioning  his  name. 

If 
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If  venereal  ulcers  refifl;  the  means  juft  now  recom- 
mended, the  internal  and  external  ufe  of  ftrengthen- 
ing  medicines,  a  full  diet,  the  ufe  of  wine,  country 
air,  and  fea  bathing,  as  mentioned  above,  will  often 
prove  efFeftual  when  all  other  remedies  have  failed. 
Of  other  medicines  recommended  for  inveterate  Ve- 
nereal ulcers,  I  lhall  fpeak  hereafter,  under  the  ar- 
ticle of  Vejiereal  Complaints  incurable  by  Mercury, 

I  . I  HAVE  faid  nothing  about  the  venereal  ulcers  of 
I  the  nofe,  eyes,  lace,  &^c.  becaufe  they  require  the 
ifame  treatment  as  thofe  of  the  genitals,  and  may  be 
ieafily  avoided,  by  taking  care  that  the  patient  af- 
fecled  with  a. clap  or  flianker  on  the  genitals,  after 
haying  touched  the  part  afFetfled,  always  carefully 
cleanfes  his  fingers. 

Ulcers  of  the  uterus  or  vagina^  accompanied  with 
lan  acrid  ichorous  diicharge,  are  not  always,  as  is  ge- 
nerally imagined,  cancerous,  but  not  unfrequently 
venereal ;  and  may  then  often  be  cured  by  proper 
injections  and  a  courfe  of  mercury.  I  have  feen  fe- 
veral  women,  who  thought  therafelves,  from  the  pain 
and  ichorous  difcharge  tinged'  with  blood,  afFeded 
with  a  can-er  of  the  uterus  (believing  in  that  point 
the  judgment  of  their  attendants),  radically  cured 
3y  the  internal  ufe  of  powerful,  itrengthening,  and 
abforbent  medicines,  and  by  injedions  made  of  a  fo- 
ution  of  fublimate  or  calomel  in  hme-water,  alone, 
or  mixed  with  the  tindure  of  mallic  ;  or,  according 
to  circumftances,  with  the  infufion  of  Peruvian  bark 
in  hme-v/ater. 
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But  we  fhall  find  ourfclves  much  miftaken  if  we 
exped  any  good  effedl  in  this  cafe,  as  well  as  in  the 
fiuor  albus  or  menorrhagia,  from  injedlions,  as  they 
are  commonly  ufed.  If  we  wilh  to  fee  any  effect  from 
them,  they  muft  be  applied  to  the  part  affected ;  and 
therefore  not  thrown  in  the  common  manner  into  the 
vagina,  in  expectation  that  they  will,  of  themfelves, 
by  thefe  means,  reach  the  feat  of  the  diforder,  or  the 
cavity  of  the  uterus.  A  proper  fyringe  of  a  particu- 
lar form  and  fize,  calculated  to  prevent  the  matter 
injeded  from  efcaping  and  running  out  at  the  fides, 
muft  be  introduced,  and,  in  fome  cafes,  as  high  as 
poflible  into  the  vagina,  or,  if  poflible,  into  the  ori- 
fice of  the  uterus  itfelf ;  the  patient  lying  a  little  de- 
clined, and  her  knees  bent :  and  in  this  fituation  the 
injedtion  is  to  be  applied,  either  by  herfelf  or  by  an 
afiiftant,  three  or  four  times  fucceflively,  keeping 
the  fyringe  always  in  for  fome  minutes,  and  repeat- 
ing the  fame  operation  fix  or  eight  times  a-day.  

A  fyringe  made  of  a  bottle  of  elaftic  refin,  with  a 
thicker  and  longer  pipe  than  common,  will  anfwer 
for  the  above  purpofe  extremely  well,  and  will  effec- 
tually remove  the  prejudices  hitherto  fo  juftly  enter- 
tained of  the  inefiicacy  of  injections  in  females. 

For  cancerous  ulcers  of  the  genitals  as  well  as  of 
other  parts  of  the  body,  the  Materia  Medica  has,  to 
my  knowledge,  if  we  perhaps  except  cauflics,  no- 
thing to  afford ;  and  all  the  medicines  hilherto  recom- 
mended for  curing  cancers,  appear  to  be  deceptions 
of  the  inventors  themfelves  or  of  the  public.  Sur- 
gery alone  can  radically  cure  cancers,  if  applied  in 
time ;  and  no  honeft  phyfician  will  ever  recommend 
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uncertain  remedies,  left,  by  temporizing,  he  fhould 
for  ever  lofe  the  moment  where  he  could  have  appli- 
ed a  certain  one  ;  I  mean  the  extirpation  not  too  late 
deferred  where  it  can  take  place. 

On  Venereal  Fistulas. 

In  treating  of  venereal  ulcers,  we  muft  fay  a  word 
about  venereal  fiftulas,  which  are  nothing  but  vene- 
real ulcers  penetrating  deep  into  the  cellular  mem- 
brane and  adjacent  parts,  with  a  fmall  callous  orifiee, 
and  callous  inlide.  Their  feat  is  moftly  in  the  ure- 
thra, groins,  perinasum,  anus,  &-c.  but  fometimes 
alfo  in  the  lachrymal  fac  of  the  eye. 

If  there  be  an  abfcefs  formed  in  the  perinaeum, 
this,  like  other  abfcelTes  in  thofe  parts,  fhould  be 
very  foon  opened,  in  order  to  avoid  fiftulas,  Sf-c, 
Pus  is  foon  formed  in  thofe  parts ;  and  the  apphca- 
tion  of  an  emollient  poultice  for  a  few  hours,  will 
often  readily  foften  the  preceding  hardnefs,  and  ren- 
der it  fit  for  opening. 

Besides  the  internal  adminiftration  of  mercury, 
the  injections  above  recommended  ought  to  be  tried; 
if  they  do  not  fucceed,  the  chirurgical  operation 
ought  to  be  performed.  Wefliould,  however,  never 
attempt  this  latter  before  we  have  carefully  eradica- 
ted the  venereal  virus  from  the  tainted  mafs.  From 
the  neglect  of  this  point,  we  fee  daily,  that  fuch  pa- 
tients undergo  two  or  three  times  the  operation,  with- 
out being  the  better  for  it :  the  fiftula  remains  as  ob- 
ftinate  as  it  was  before ;  or,  healing  in  one  place,  it 

foon 
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foon  breaks  out  in  another.  If  the  fifliula  heals  quick 
and  perfedly  after  the  operation,  it  is  a  certain  fign 
that  the  patient  has  been  radically  cured  of  the  lues. 

s  The  jijlula  lachrymalis,  arifing  from  the  venereal 
virus  lodged  in  the  lachrymal  fac,  yields  very  often  a 
yellow-greenifh  difcharge,  refembling  that  oozing 
out  of  the  urethra  in  a  clap.  Whether  it  ever  arifes 
from  a  fuppreffed  or  retropulfcd  clap,  I  cannot  pofi- 
tively  fay  ;  but  it  owes  its'  origin  frequently  to  the 
venereal  poifon  depofited  from  a  tainted  mafs,  and 
requires  internal  and.  external  mercurials. 

The  virus  oozing  out  from  venereal  ulcers  and  fif- 
tulas,  is  fometimes  of  a  very  corrofive  nature ;  they 
fhould  therefore  be  drelTed  M^ith  a  piece  of  foft  fponge 
every  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours;  and  the  furround- 
ing  furface  of  the  Ikin  fhould  be  carefully  defended, 
by  anointing  it  with  the  white  qerate,  or  faturnine 
liniment. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Gf  the  Phymosis. 

This  difeafe,  in  which  the  prepuce  is  To  fwelled 
and  ftraitened  that  it  cannot  be  drawn  back  over  the 
glans,  has  been  called  Pbjmojts,  from  the  Greek 
fifioo,  pracludo,  obturo ;  ■0x16.  might  perhaps  in  our 
•language  be  more  properly  called  a  coarEiation  or 
Jiri£lure  of  the  prepuce. 

To  this  diforder  are  efpecially  fubjedt  thofe  men 
who,  from  nature,  have  the  glans  covered  with  a 
more  flrait  prepuce,  or  have  too  ftiort  or  too  ftrait  a 
frsenum  ;  all  thofe  whofe  religion  orders  circumciiion 
are  free  from  it. 

The  phymofis  arifes,  in  our  days,  generally  from 
venereal  ulcers  in  the  infide  of  the  prepuce,  or  from 
the  Blennorrhagia  balani  (a  clap  of  the  glans,)  com- 
monly called  gonorrhoea  fpuria,  producing  a  violent 
fwelling  and  inflammation  of  the  prepuce  and  dif- 
charge  from  the  glans. 

It  has  been  recommended,  in  a  violent  phymofis, 
to  flit  up  the  prepuce  ;  which  is  certainly  fometimes 
neceflfary  :  But  where  chirurgical  operations  can  be 
avoided,  we  ought  to  avoid  them.  This  operation 
has  been  advifed  principally  either  to  prevent  thp 
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fpreading  of  fhankers,  which  are  frequently  the  caufe 
of  the  phymofis ;  or  to  avoid  buboes  ;  or,  what  is 
Itill  more  material,  to  prevent  a  concretion  of  the 
glans  with  the  prepuce.  Thofe  who,  in  curing  fhan- 
kers, truft  entirely  to  the  internal  ufe  of  mercurials, 
will  hardly  infift  upon  this  operation.  As  to  the 
danger  of  their  producing  buboes  by  an  abforption 
of  the  poifon,  I  allow  the  apprehenfion  to  be  perfect- 
ly juft  5  but  I  cannot  admit  that  an  incifion  would 
prove  a  preventative.  A  fr-efh  wound,  by  expoling 
a  new  and  larger  furface  to  the  abforption  of  the  vi- 
rus, muft,  in  my  opinion,  rather  increafe  the  dan- 
ger. I  think  it,  therefore,  more  proper  to  obviate 
thofe  bad  confequences  by  proper  injedlions,  and  by 
introducing,  if  polTible,  fome  fme  lint  once  or  twice 
a-day  with  a  probe  between  the  prepuce  and  glans. 
However,  if  this  fliould  be  impradicable,  or  livid 
fpots  fhould  appear  through  the  prepuce,  immediate 
recourfe  to  the  operation  ought  to  be  had,  left  a 
more  dreadful  evil,  a  mortification,  fhould  enfue. 

'Venereal  ulcers,  with  a  phymofis,  corrode  very 
often  the  glans,  the  m-ethra,  and  corpus  cavernofum 
of  the  penis  ;  and  thus  produce  now  and  then  a  vio- 
lent hasmorrhagy,  which  requires  proper  injedlions, 
or  the  application  of  the  lapis  infernalis.  If  the  hx- 
morrhagy  arifes  from  an  erofion  of  the  veffels,  or 
their  want  of  power  to  contrad  themfelves,  flyptics^ 
or  oil  of  turpentine  ;  if,  from  too  great  an  irritabili- 
ty of  the  veffels,  a  folution  of  opium  in  water  fliould 
be  injedted.  The  formation  of  pus  which  is  confin- 
ed, renders  the  incifion-necefTary. 
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In  order  to  afcertain  whether  there  is  a  venereal 
ulcer  between  the  prepuce  and  glans,  I  mtroduce  a 
probe,  with  Ibme  hnt  affixed  to  it.  'Then,  turning 
it  round  the  whole  glans,  the  patient  generally  feels 
pain,  if  there  be  any  ulcer,  as  foon  as  the  probe  with 
the'  lint  touches  it ;  and  upon  withdrawing  it,  a  part 
of  it  will  be  ftained  with  purulent  or  puriform  mat- 
ter; whereas,  if  there  is  but  a  'fimple  difcharge  from 
the  glans  without  any  ulceration,  the  whole  of  the 
lint  will  be  ftained  with  the  fame  equally.  In  either 
cafe,  if  the  inflammation  and  fwelhng  be  violent, 
leeches,  or,  according  to  circumftances,  a  poultice 
made  of  bread  and  water,  mixed  with  fome  vinegar 
of  lead,  ought  to  be  apphed  to  the  part  afFefted,  and 
three  or  four  times  a-day,  a  diluted  folution  of  mer- 
cury in  nitrous  acid,  or  the  fublimate  or  calomel  fuf- 
pended  in  lime-water  ;  or,  according  to  circumftan- 
ces, Plenck's  folution  of  mercury  with  gum-arabic, 
between  the  prepuce  and  glans,  ftiould  be  injefled 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  interftice  between  them 
is  filled  and  a  little  diftended  with  the  injedion.  If 
there  be  any  ulcer,  fome  lint  dipped  in  the  fame  li- 
quids may  be  applied  to  it,  by  means  of  a  probe, 
once  or  twice  a-day.  Mercurial  fumigations  are  in 
this  cafe  often  ufeful.  I  think  there  is  never  any 
danger  of  a  concretion  of  the  parts  as  long  as  the  ul- 
cers remain  venereal ;  and  meanwhile  their  nature  is 
changed,  the  phymofis  is  alfo  generally  removed.  A 
courfe  of  mercury  ought  in  fuch  cafes  never  to  be  o- 
mitted.  But,  as  I  have  obferved  before,  the  inci- 
iion  of  the  prepuce  ought  to  be  immediately  perform- 
ed, if  the  fyrnptoms  'of  the  inflammation  be  very 
high  J  if  there  appear  any  danger  of  mortification ; 

or, 


t26 


OF  THE  PHYMOSIS. 


or,  if  we  have  reafon  to  fufpedl,  beneath,  an  ulcera- 
tion ot  a  bad  or  perhaps  cancerous  nature. 

In  phymofis,  we  fee  the  prepuce  often  increafe  to 
an  enormous  fize,  forming  rugged  condylomatous 
excrefcences.  This,  1  have  obferved,  has  mifled 
pradlitioners  to  propofe,  or  adlually  to  perform,  the 
amputation  of  the  penis,  in  the  idea  of  being  cance- 
rous. I  have  cured  fevcral  of  thefe  cafes,  and  there- 
fore think  it  highly  imprudent  hardly  ever  to  pro- 
pofe or  perform  that  operation  ;  efpecially  as  thofe 
fwellings  frequently  difappear  in  a  few  weeks  time^ 
under  a  mercurial  courfe  and  proper  external  appli- 
cations. 


CHAI'. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Of  the  Paraphymosis., 

Paraphymosis,  a  word  derived  from  the  Greek  nctf* 
de^  and  prctchijio,  obtiir amentum,  fignifying  the 
oppolite  of  phymolis,  is  a  difeafe  where  the  prepuce, 
being  drawn  behind  the  glans,  is  fo  contradled  there, 
that  it  cannot  be  brought  again  forwards  over  the 
glans;  and  would,  for  this  reafon,  in  my  opinion,  be 
more  properly  named  a  Jlrangvlation  of  the  glans. 

Men  who  from  nature  have  a  ftrait  prepuce  are 
mod  fubjed  to  this  diforder;  which  arifes  when  the 
prepuce  has  been  drawn  back  ^  at  a  time  when  the 
lize  of  the  glans,  either  from  venereal  ulcers,  or  in  a 
violent  clap,  is  preternaturally  enlarged. 

I  HAYE  little  to  add  to  what  has  been  faid  on  this 
fubjed:  by  Celfus,  and  fome  modern  writers, 

It  is  a  dangerous  complaint,  and  requires  the  mofl 
fpeedy  relief,  I  have  feen  an  inftance  where  a  gan- 
grene of  the  glans  was  the  confequence  of  fucha  ftran- 
■gulation,  before  the  furgeon  could  come  to  give  af- 
fiftance.  We  ought  therefore,  without  delay,  apply 
thofe  means  which  may  bring  the  prepuce  forwards 
as  quick  as  poffible. 
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The  moft  eftedual  remedy  is,  to  apply  to  the  fwell- 
ed  glans  the  aqua  plumbata  (commonly  called  Gou^ 
lard's  water  J,  carefully  avoiduig  to  toucli  the  pre- 
puce with  the  fame;  by  which  means  the  glans  is  fo 
powerfully  contracted,  that  the  prepuce  may  be  ge- 
nerally pretty  eafily  brought  over  it  forwards,  and 
thus  the  complaint  is  effedlually  removed.  Or  if  this 
folution  be  not  at  hand,  cold  water  may  be  fprinkled 
repeatedly  upon  the  part,  in  the  mean  time  gently 
preffing  the  fwelled  glans  with  the  lingers  dipped 
repeatedly  in  cold  water,  fo  as  to  fqueeze  out,  if 
poffible,  all  the  blood  extra vafated  in  its  cavernous 
fubftance.  By  thefe  means,  the  turgefcency  of  the 
corpus  cavernofura  glandis  will  be  moft  efficacioufly 
diminifhe.d ;  and  by  flcilful  management,  gently 
preffing  the  glans  backwards,  whilft  we  endeavour 
with  the  fingers  of  the  other  hand  to  bring  the  pre- 
puce over  it  forwards,  we  fhall  very  often  fucceed, 
and  relieve  the  patient  from  imminent  danger.  Ice, 
or  water  rendered  by  art  as  cold  as  ice,  may  perhaps 
be  ufeful  to  the  operator  in  accomplifliing  this  defi- 
rable  effedl.  But  if  the  difeafe  be  accompained  witli 
a  clap,  we  ought  to  be  cautious  with  regard  to  the 
application  of  eold,  left  we  might  bring  on  a  worfe 
complaint,  by  retropulfion,  than  the  difeafe  for  which 
cold  is  apphed.  If  we  fhould  not  be  able  to  reduce 
it,  and  the  fymptoms  be  violent,  we  fliould  not  de- 
fer the  operation,  but  make  an  incifion  in  the  pre- 
puce or  fraenum;  an  operation  by  no  means  danger- 
ous, but  abfolutely  neceffary  to  prevent  the  moft  dif- 
agreeable  of  all  confequences  of  venereal  complaints, 
a  mortification  of  the  glans  penis.  If  there  are  ve- 
nereal ulcers  in  one  fide,  I  prefer  always  to  make  the  . 

incifion 
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ricifion  of  the  fraenum  or  prepuce  on  the  other  fide; 
in  order  to  fecure  the  wound,  as  well  as  poflible,  from 
the  poifon,  and  to  prevent  its  abforption  by  the  lym- 
phatics of  the  frefh  wound. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  X. 


On  Venereal  Buboes. 


SWELLING  of  any  of  the  lymphatic  glands  of  the 
body  is  called  a  Bubo ;  and  if  fuch  a  fweiling  be  oc- 
cafioned  bv  the  venereal  poifon,  we  then  call  it  a 
Vmereal  Bubo.  The  latter  only  comes  within  the 
plan  of  this  treatife. 

Though  buboes  may  arife  in  any  part  of  the  body 
where  lymphatic  glands  are  lituated,  yet  we  have 
no  authentic  cbfervation  of  their  ever  exifling  any 
where  except  in  the  lymphatic  glands  of  the  groin  ; 
armrpit,  or  extremities  ;  and  even  of  thefe,  the  lat- 
ter are  much  lei's  frequent  than  the  former. 

Venereal  buboes  arife  from  two  caufes,  eifential- 
ly  different  from  one  another.  This  difterence  has 
hitherto,  in  general,  not  been  attended  to  with  that 
accuracy  which  the  j.iiportance  of  the  fubjed;  feems 
to  require. 

Buboes  have  hitherto  been  fuppofed  to  arife  al- 
ways from  the  venereal  virus  abforbed  by  the  lym- 
phatics, and  carried  to  the  gland  ;  but  this*  is  not  al- 
ways the  cafe.  Swellings  of  one  or  more  of  the  in- 
guinal glands  frequently  owe  their  origin  to  the  poi- 
fon lodged  on  the  furlace  of  the  glans  or  urethra,  ir- 
ritating 


litating  theie  the  mouths  of  the  lymphatics,  without 
being  abforbed  by  them.  Thefe  veffels  being  irri- 
tated, produce  a  fweiling  in  the  neareft  lymphatic 
gland  they  go  to.  In  the  one  cafe,  the  caufe  of  the 
bubo  hes  in  the  gland  itfelf,  iii  the  other  without  it; 
fo  that  we  may  properly  diftinguifh  them,  by  calling 
the  former  an  '  idiopathic,  and  the  latter  a  fympathic 
bubo. 

This  diftindlion,  founded  on  facts,  is  neceffary  to 
regulate  the  method  of  cure.  But  the  diftindion  of 
buboes  into  primary  and  fecondary,  viz.  fuch  as  arife 
from  an  original  infection,  and  thofe  which  are  fup- 
pofed  to  owe  their  origin  to  the  poiA)n  depoiited  from 
the  inafs  into  the  gland,  feems  to  be  of  no  practical 
ufe  whatever. 

Idiopathic  venereal  buboes^  as  we  have  obferved, 
owe  their  origin  to  the  venereal  poifon  abfoi  bed  and 
lodged  in  the  gland.  This  abforption  frequently 
takes  place  after  the  virus  has  by  its  acrimony  pro- 
duced fome  flight  excoriation^  or  ulceration  in  the 
furface  of  the  glans,  prepuce,  urethra,  penis,  fcro- 
tum  :  or  extremities.  Whether  a  bubo  ever  arifes 
as  has  been  hitherto  generally  aflerted,  from  the  ve- 
nereal virus  being  depohted  from  the  mafs  into  the 
gland,  as  peftilential  buboes  feera  to  arife  in  the 
plague,  is  not  yet  perfedtly  afcertained.  But  that 
buboes  may  fometimes,  though  fcldom,  arife  from 
an  immediate  abforption  of  ihe  venereal  virus,  with- 
out any  previous  excoriation  or  ulcer  on  the  furface 
jof  the  genitals  or  neighbouring  parts,  feems  to  me 
highly  probable  from  ieveral  authentic  obfervations; 

R  ^  though 
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though  this  opinion  has  been  controverted  by  fomtf 
modern  writers. — About  twelve  years  ago,  three 
foldiers  came  into  a  mihtary  hofpital  in  one  week,  all 
affected  with  a  bubo  from  the  fame  woman.  They 
had  been  all  in  perfect  health  a  few  days  before  ; 
neither  had  any  of  them,  on  being  carefully  exami- 
ned, any  appearance  of  a  clap,  or  the  leaft  excoria- 
tion in  the  genitals  or  thighs.  Whether  this  imme- 
diate abforption  is  owing  to  a  torpid  and  lefs  irritable 
habit  of  body,  or  to  the  greate  ^  jbtilty  or  lefs  irri- 
tating nature  of  the  venereal  viriss  in  fome  cafes,  I 
cannot  pretend  to  afcertain.  But  to  this  immediate 
abforption  it  is  perhaps  owing,  that  we  are  not  al- 
ways able  to  avoid  a  bubo^  or  perhaps  even  the  lues 
itfelf ;  though  by  uling  preventatives,  we  may  moft 
efFediually  prevent  claps  and  original  lhankers. 

That  idiopathic  buboes  arife  from  an  abforption 
of  the  venereal  poifon  from  ulcers  of  the  genitals  or 
urethra,  daily  experience  Ihows  ;  but  that  they  like- 
wife  arife  from  venereal  ulcers  in  any  part  of  the  up- 
per or  lower  extremities,  is  not  fo  general.  I  fhall 
therefore  adduce  a  few  examples  by  way  of  illuftra- 
tion. 

Some  years  ago,  I  had  the  rriisforturle"  of  being  af- 
feded  with  a  fhanker.  Being  then  on  a  journey,  I 
took  fome  mercurial  pills  j  by  the  ufe  of  which  the 
ulcer  was  cured  in  about  ten  days.  I  then  difcon- 
tinued  the  pills,  and  felt  no  complaint  till  fix  months 
after,  when  I  was  one  night  awaked  by  a  violent 
itching  at  my  right  elbow.  Next  night  the  itching 
returned;  and  the  third  moraing,  upon  examining 

the 


ON  VENEREAL  BUBOES. 


the  fpot,  I  found  it  covered  with  a  thick  yellow 
fcurf  like  a  tetter.  As  I  had  no  medicines  with  me^ 
I  was  obliged  to  defer  applying  fome  medicine; 
when,  two  days  after,  I  perceived  a  fvvelling  under 
my  arm-pit ;  which,  in  three  days  more,  increafed 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  I  was  obliged  to  keep  the  arm 
a  confiderable  way  out  from  my  fide.  By  the  appli- 
cation of  the  mercurial  ointment  to  the  tetter  twice 
every  four-and-twenty  hours,  the  tumour  wa&  in  a 
few  days  difculTed,  and  the  difeafe,  by  a  courfe 
mercury,  perfedly  cured  fome  weeks  after< 

A  SHORT  time  after,  I  was  confulted  by  a  gentle- 
man who  had  undergone  a  mercurial  courfe  about 
fifteen  months  before,  for  a  venereal  complaint,  of 
which  he  imagined  himfslf  perfectly  cured.  Some 
weeks  before  he  applied  to  me,  he  begail  to  feel  a 
pain  in  the  middle  of  the  fterlium,  which  he  took  to 
be  rheumatic.  On  this  fuppofition,  he  rubbed  the 
part  affeded  with  a  piece  of  flannel,  morning  and 
evening.  Thus  the  pain  in  the  fternum  was  remo- 
ved ;  but,  the  fecond  morning  after,  the  greet  toe 
of  the  left  foot,  and  that  next  to  it,  were  in  like 
manner  affedled.  This  pain  being  removed  by  fric- 
tion with  flannel  as  before,  returned  to  the  fternum  ; 
from  which  being  driven  by  a  fimilar  friftion,  it  a- 
gain  returned  to  the  foot.  He  now  began  to  ima- 
gine, that  his  complaint  was  of  a  gouty  nature  ;  but 
having  occalion  to  go  abroad  that  day,  he  bathed 
his  foot  in  warm  water,  and  pared  a  corn  v/hicli  he 
had  upon  one  of  the  affed;ed  toes,  in  order  to  walk 
the  more  eafily.  In  performing  this  operation,  by 
cutting  too  deep  he  v/oundcd  himfelf.    The  next 

day. 
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day,  on  examining  the  part,  he  found  a  little  fup- 
puration  had  taken  place  ;  he  therefore  covered  th 
fore  with  a  piece  of  clean  litien.    The  fecond  evert 
ing  he  felt  a  flight  pain  in  -the  groin,  which  he  the 
difregarded  ;  but,  in  a  few  days  after,  when  one  o 
the  glands  fwelled  to  the  bignefs  of  a  pigeon's  egg, 
he  Hiked  my  advice.    I  informed  him,  that  he  had 
not  been  radically  cured  of  his  former  diforder,  and 
that  the  prefent  fymptoms  were  a  confequence  of  it  5 
that  the  pain  both  of  the  fternum  and  of  the  toe 
had  been  venereal ;  and  that  from  the  wound  of  the 
toe,  and  fucceeding  fuppuration,  the  poifon  had  been 
abforbed  by. the  lymphatics,  and  carried  to  the  firft 
gland  they  met ;  which  in  this  cafe  was  one  of  the 
lower  lymphatic  glands  of  the  groin.    The  ulcer  o 
the  toe  ftill  continued,  but  was  very  fmall,  and  dif- 
charged  a  little  matter  refembling  pus.    I  applied 
mercurial  pla(ler  upon  it,  and  difcuffed  the  t)ubo  by 
a  courfe  of  mercurial  frictions  applied  to  the  thigh. 

Some  years  ago,  an  eminent  accoucheur  in  Loni 
don,  as  I  mentioned  in  the  firft  chapter,  was  called 
to  ddiver  a  woman,  who,  unknown  to  him,  was  af- 
fected with  fhankers.  Ulcers  on  his  hand,  and  a 
fweUing  of  the  lymphatic  gland  of  the  fore-arm, 
which  proved  very  obftinate,  were  the  dreadful  con 
fequences.  -  . 

Svnipathic  venereal  bvhoes,  as  I  have  alrea:dy  men-" 
tioned,  owe  their  origin,  not  to  the  venereal  poift 
abforbed,  but  to  an  irritation  of  the  mouths  of  the 
neighbouring  lymphatic  velTels.     This  fpecies  0 
bubo  we  frequently  meet  with  in  fimple  venerea 

Bleunorrhagias; 
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Elennorrhagias  ;  or,  where  one  of  the  glands  is  idio- 
pathically  afleded,  we  fometimes  fee  two  or  three, 
contiguous  thereto  fwelled  by  fympathy.  In  this 
cafe,  however,  only  that  which  is  really  infedled  con- 
tinues to  increafe  in  bulk  ;  while  the  others  remain 
in  the  fame  ftate,  and  at  laft  difappear  without  any- 
further  confequences. 

Svmpathic  buboes  go  off  fpontaneoufly,  as  foon 
as  the  irritating  caule  in  the  neighbourhood  is  re- 
moved ;  and  it  is  only  this  kind  of  buboes  which 
quacks,  with  their  pretended  noflrums,  feera  to  re- 
move fometimes  in  a  few  days  ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  frequently  hear  patients  complaining  of 
intelligent  phylicians,  for  not  having  been  fufficient- 
ly  expeditious  in  curing  their  bubo,  or  not  having 
done  it  without  fuppuration,  though  they  had  for- 
merly been  radically  cured  by  a  quack,  by  the  lim- 
ple  application  "of  a  mercurial  ointment  or  plafter  to 
the  part  affecled.    If  fuch  patients,  however,  were 
acquainted  with  the  difference  between  the  true  na- 
ture of  their  prefent  and  former  complaint,  they 
would  ealily  fee,  that,  in  the  former  cafe,  the  cure 
was  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  ointment  or  plafter 
apphed,  but  merely  to  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  ; 
whereas,  in  the  prefent  fituation,  perhaps  great  fkill  ' 
and  attention  is  requifite,  either  to  difcufs  the  bubo, 
or  to  cure  it,  after  the  attempt  of  diicufling  it  has 
proved  ineffectual. 

Having  thus  eftabliflied  the  effential  diftindion 
betwixt  Idiopathic  and  Sympathic  buboes,  1  ihould 
pow  proceed  to  fpeak  qf  the  method  of  treating  them; 

but. 
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but,  previous  to  this,  it  will  be  ufeful  to  take  notice 
of  feme  prejudices  prevailing  among  a  number  of 
patients,  concerning  the  nature  and  cure  of  this 
complaint. 

Many  people,  efpecially  the  inhabitants  of  the 
more  foutherly  parts  of  Europe,  think  it  dangerous 
to  refolve  or  difcufs  a  venereal  bubo.  This  prejudice 
arifes  from  an  opinion,  that  the  virus  is  by  this  means 
repelled  and  abforbed  into  the  mafs,  where  it  after- 
wards occafions  a  general  infeftion:  whereas,  if  the 
bubo  were  cured  by  fuppuration,  they  imagine  that 
no  infedion  of  the  mafs  was  to  be  apprehended ;  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  even  in  cafe  any  poifon  fhould 
have  been  abforbed  during  the  fuppuration  of  the 
bubo,  the  virus  lodged  in  the  gland  would  thus  not 
only  be  carried  off,  but  the  whole  mafs  would  there- 
by be  purified.  Hence  they  imagine,  that  the  ab- 
fcefs  formed  by  the  fuppuration  of  a  bubo,  is  a  kind 
of  channel  for  cleanfing  the  body  entirely  from  all 
the  venereal. poifon.  As  this  opinion,  however,  is 
not  only  altogether  erroneous,  but  may  prove  hurt- 
ful to  the  patient,  at  leaft  by  depriving  him  of  an  ad- 
vantage which  he  might  otherwife  have  enjoyed,  I 
fhall  make  two  obfervations  on  this  fubjedt.  Tirjl^ 
That,  by  the  modern  improved  practice  of  applying 
mercurial  fridions,  the  difcuffion  of  a  bubo  cannot 
pO'ffibly  occafion  any  fuch  thing  as  a  repulfion  of  the 
venereal  virus  into  the  mafs;  that,  on  the  contrary, 
the  virus  lodged  in  the  gland  itfelf  is  thereby  effec- 
tually deflroyed.  And,  fecondly.  That  though  the 
virus  fhould  have  been  adually  repelled  from  the 
gland  into  the  mafs,  fuch  a  repulfion  would  ftill  be  • 

preferable 
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preferable  to  the  method  of  curing  the  bubo  by  fup- 
puration. 

But  in  order  to  fet  this  matter  in'  the  clearefl:  light, 
I  muft  have  recourfe  to  the  anatomical  difcoveries' 
which  have  been  made  about  the  lymphatic  fyftem  ; 
and  I  fliall  then  confider  what  will  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  mercurial  fridtions  applied  ia  the  manner 
to  be  mentioned  hereafter. 

We  know,  from  the  obfervations  of  Profeffor  Mon- 
ro, and  thofe  of  the  late  Dr.  W.  Hunter,  and  par- 
ticularly from  Mr.  Hewfon's  plates*,  that  the  lym- 
phatic or  abforbent  veffels  begin  every  where  on  the 
furface  of  the  body,  with  the  fmalleft  ramifications ; 
that,  in  going  upwards  from  the  lower  extremities, 
they  unite  into  larger  branches,  which  terminate  in 
the  inguinal  glands,  pouring  into  them  the  liquid 
which  they  have  abforbcid  at  their  es^tremities.  This 
liquid,  which  in  a  natural  ftate  is  nothing  but  mild 
lymph  more  or  lefs  diluted  with  water,  which  has 
been  abforbed  by  their  extremities,  after  being  pour- 
ed into  the  inguinal  glands,  is  again  abforbed  by 
other  lymphatic  veffels,  which  carry  the  fame  to  the 
^abdomen,  and  thence  through  the  thoracic  dudl  in- 
to the  mafs.  Let  us  now  fuppofe  that  fome  of  the 
venereal  poifon  has  been  abforbed  by  the  lymphatic 
velTels  of  the  genital  parts,  or  the  lower  extremities, 

S  and 

*  This,  as  well  as  the  anatomy  of  the  whole  lymphatic  fyftem, 
End  the  difeafes  depending  thereon,  arc  now  more  fully  illuftra- 
tcd  by  the  accurate  and  beautiful  pialcs^^of  Mr.  Gauikshank,  Mas- 
CAGNi,  and  Haase. 
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and  that  confequently  it  lias  been  carried  along  with 
the  lymph  into  one  or  more  of  the  inguinal  glands. 
The  poifon  thus  brought  into  the  gland  will  either 
be  abforbed  again  by  the  oppofite  abforbcnt  veiTels, 
in  which  cafe  it  is  carried  into  the  mafs ;  or,  what 
more  frequently  happens,  it  will,  by  its  acrimony, 
..  excite  an  irritation  in  the  gland,  and  thereby  not 
only  prevent  its  own  abforption,  but  produce  an  in- 
flammation and  fwelling  of  the  gland.  In  thofe  cir- 
Gumftances,  the  molt  eligible  thing,  both  for  the  pa- 
tient and  phylician,  would  be,  if  poffible,  to  deftroy 
and  eradicate  the  poifon  lodged  in  the  gland.  For 
this  purpofe,  w^e  know  mercury  is  a  fpecific ;  but 
the  queftion  is,  how  to  bring  it  into  the  gland  affed- 
ed  ?  Formerly  pradir.ioners,  from  a  defedt  of  anato- 
mical knowledge,  imagined  they  could  introduce 
the  mercury  into  the  gland,  by  rubbing  the  mercu- 
rial ointment  upon  the  gland  itfelf  But  fo  far  was 
this  from  having  the  intended  effedl, :  that  buboes 
treated  in  fuch  a  manner  generally  grew  more  infla- 
med, fuppurated,  and  even  fometimes  mortified.  By 
fuch  an  application,  no  mercury  is  introduced  into 
the  afFedcd  gknd ;  or,  if  it  happens  now  and  then, 
it  is  merely  by  chance ;  for  we  know,  that  the  lym- 
phatics arifing  from  the  fkin  immediately  over  the 
gland,  do  not  take  their  courfe  into  the  fubftance  of 
the  gland,  but  proceed  obliquely  upwards  to  the  ab- 
domen. Hence  the  bad  or  good  effects  produced  in^ 
that  cafe  are  not  to  be  afcribed  to  the  mercury,  biit 
rather  to  the  mechanical  irritation  occafioned  by  the't 
friction,  and  would  probably  have  taken  place,  if 
any  other  ointment  had  been  employed.   But  if,  in- 

fhead  of  rubbing  the  mercurial  ointment  upon  the 
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gland  itfelf,  the  fame  be  rubbed  into  the  thigh  . or  leg 
of  the  fide  afteded,  we  are  to  expedl,  according  to  the 
difcoveries  of  the  courfe  of  the  lymphatic  veflels,  that 
i  the  mercury  will  be  abforbed  by  their  extremities, 
i  and  from  thence  be  conveyed  to  the  affedled  gland ; 
I  where,  meeting  with  the  venereal  poifon,  it  will  moft 
jefFeclually  exert  its  fpecific  power  againft  it.  That 
i  this  really  happens,  appears  from  the  fiiccefsful  prac- 
,  tice  of  this  method.    For  if  the  mercurial  fridions 
i  have  been  applied  upon  the  proper  place,  and  in  time, 
before  the  inflammation  has  gone  to  too  great  a  length, 
we  find,  that,  in  a  great  number  of  buboes/the  poi- 
fon is  thereby  defliroyed,  or  at  leafl:  fo  changed  in  its 
nature,  that  it  now  is  rendered  incapable  of  irritating 
the  gland  any  further.   Nor  do  we  obferve,  that  the 
virus  thus  changed,  and  then  abforbed  along  with 
the  mercury,  ever  afterwards  produces  any  venereal 
fymptoms  in  the  mafs,. 

♦ 

But  let  us  even  fuppofe  that  the  mercury  has  not 
deftroyed  the  poifon  lodged  in  the  gland,  but  has 
driven  it  into  the  blood,  as  thofe  patients  commonly 
believe.  What  will  be  the  confequence?  The  fame, 
undoubtedly,  as  when  a  victorious  hero  diflodges  and 
chafes  a  flying  enemy  before  him.  The  very  fame 
remedy  which  drove  the  poifon  from  the  gland  into 
the  mafs,  will  purfue  it  there  alfo ;  and  either  expel 
it  altogether,  or  render  it,  one  way  pr  other,  harm- 
Jefs  and  inoilenfive  to  the  body.  , 

To  elucidate  this  matter  ftill  further,  I  fliall  an- 
fwer  a  quefiion  which  I  have  heard  frequently  pro- 
pQfed,  viz.  Why  does  the  method  of  rubbing  mer- 

S  1  cury 
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cury  into  the  extremity  not  always  fucceed  in  dif. 
cuffing'the  bubo?  For  the  folution  of  this  queftion, 
"we  mufl  have  again  recourfe  to  anatomy.  Difleclions 
and  injeftions  Ihow,  that  there  are  two  feries  of  lym- 
phatic glands  in  the  groin,  called  the  upper  and  lov^- 
er  inguinal  glands.  In  moft  people  there  is  a  com- 
munication between  thefe  two  orders  of  glands :  in 
this  cafe,  the  lympatic  veffels  of  the  inferior  glands 
communicate  with  the  fuperior  ones ;  whence  again 
others  arife,  which  take  their  courfe  through  the  ab- 
domen into  the  thoracic  dud.  But  in  other  perfons 
there  is  no  fuch  communication;  the  lympatic  vef- 
fels of  the  inferior  inguinal  glands  proceed  direclly 
to  the  abdomen,  without  inofculating  with  the  fupe- 
rior ones.  Now,  the  venereal  virus  being  abforbed 
by  the  lymphatics  of  the  genitals,  is  generally  carried 
to  the  fuperior  inguinal  glands,  where  it  produces  the 
bubo.  Wherever  therefore  the  inferior  inguinal 
glands  have  the  above-mentioned  communication 
with  the  fuperior  ones,  the  mercury  rubbed  into  the 
inlide  of  the  thigh  or  leg  will  be  abforbed,  carried  to 
the  inferior,  and  from  thence  to  the  fuperior  inguinal 
glands,  where  it  will  produce  the  defired  effed.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  where  no  communication  of  this 
kind  takes  place,  the  mercury  is  caried  from  the  ex- 
tremity to  the  inferior  inguinal  glands,  and  from 
thence  to  the  abdomen,  without  ever  reaching  the 
affeded  gland;  on  which,  of  confequence,  it  can  pro- 
duce no  efi'edl. — The  fame  will  likewife  happen  where 
the  inflammation  of  the  bubo  is  gone  too  far,  or  where 
a  fcirrhofity  is  formed  in  the  gland.  Mercury,  in 
thefe  cafes,  can  have  little  or  no  accefs  to  the  gland; 

or. 
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©r  though  it  could,  would  be  little  able  to  change  the 
nature  which  the  difeafe  has  how  aflumed. 

But  let  us  even  go  further,  and  fuppofe,  that  the 
method  of  treatment  juft  recommended  has  not  been 
followed;  but  that,  inftead  of  it,  the  irritating  mat- 
ter has  been  blunted,  and  the  abforption  of  the  poi- 
ibn  from  the  gland  has  been  effeded  by  other  feda- 
tive  or  difcutient  applications.  What  will  be  the 
confequence?  I  anfwer,  inftead  of  a  bubo,  the  patient 
will  probably  be  affedled  with  a  difeafe  of  the  whole 
fyftem?  which,  if  recent,  may  be  ealily  and  radically 
cured  in  a  few  weeks  time,  without  any  bad  confe- 
quence remaining;  whereas  the  complaint  with  which 
lie  was  affected  before,  is  fometimes  not  only  very 
dangerous,  and  at  other  times  extremely  obftinate, 
but  always  of  a  very  tedious  nature.  Befides,  even 
when  the  fuppuration  is  of  the  beft  kind,  which,  how- 
ever, is  far  from  being  always  the  cafe,  the  poifon, 
before  or  after  the  abi'cefs  is  formed,  inftead  of  being 
entirely  evacuated,  is,  if  not  conftantly,  at  leail  very 
frequently,  abforbed  into  the  fyftem.  Thus  the  dif- 
order  which  the  patient  fo  much  dreaded  is  really 
produced;  for  the  cure  of  which  he  will  at  laft  be 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  mercury,  the  remedy  he 
was  formerly  fo  much  afFraid  of. 

LET  us  now  proceed  to  the  method  of  cure. 

Method  of  Cure. 

From  the  obfervations  laid  down,  it  appears,  that 
every  unprejudiced  pradlitioner,  in  any  cafe  of  an 

idiopathic. 
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idiopathic  bubo,  fliould  always  attempt  to  difcufs  it 
as  foon  as  poffible,  by  any  method  whatever,  provi- 
ded the  inllammation  has  not  hfen.  to  too  great  an 
height,  or  figns  of  fuppuration  have  ah-eady  made 
their  appearance, 

The  mofl  effedual  method  of  difculling  tumors  of 
this  kind,  is,  as  1  have  ah-eady  mentioned,  by  mer- 
curial frictions  applied  to  the  infide  of  the  thigh  or 
Jeg  of  the  afFe£led  fide,  if  the  bubo  happens  to  be  in- 
guinal •  or  to  the  arm,  if  the  bubo  be  under  the  arm-' 
pit.  Occafionally  alfo,  in  the  former  cafe^  fridions 
maybe  ufed  to  the  perinaeum  or  fcrotum.  But  as. 
the  fuccefs  of  thefe  frictions  is  limited  to  a  few  days, 
they  ought  to  be  made  not  only  with  due  care  and 
attention,  but,  if  circumftances  permit,  be  repeated 
twice  a-day.  Y enefedion  or  purges,  together  with 
cold  topical  applications,  will,  occafionally,  greatly 
contribute  to  the  intended  efFed. 

Mr.  Birch  found,  in  repeated  inftances,  that  gen- 
tle eledrical  fhocks,  paffed  through  the  thigh  and 
gland  affeded,  greatly  affift  the  mercury  in  difcuf- 
fmg  the  bubo  ;  and,  in  fome  cafes,  produce  that  ef- 
fed,  without  any  mercurial  fridion,  even  in  buboes 
much  advanced, 

■  To  the  gland  itfelf  I  never  apply  any  thing  but  a 
mercurial  plafter ;  and  from  this  I  exped  nothing  to- 
wards the  accompHfhment  of  the  cure,  but  make  ufe 
pf  it  only  to  keep  the  patient's  mind  eafy.  In  obili- 
nate  cafes  alfo,  I  would  advife  the  application  of  dry 
cupping  glalTes  to  the  fwelled  gland,  which  has  been  . 
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[tended  with  fuccefs  in  the  Edinburgh  Infirmary. 
Repeated  vomits,  with  appHcations  of  cold  water  to 
the  part  aifedted,  have  been  hkewife  recommended 
as  ufehil  for  the  difcuffion  of  a  bubo  ;  but  I  have 
never  had  occafion  to  try  either  of  thefe  remedies. 
The  volatile  hniraent,  rubb(;d  into,  and  round  about 
the  bubo,  for  eight  or  ten  minutes,  once  or  twice  a- 
day,  has  been  found  very  eiiedual  to  .this  purpofe, 
in  feveral  inftandes,  by  Dr.  Nootb. 

During  the  whole  time  that  wc  attempt  the  refo- 
lution  of  a  bubo,  the  patient  ought  to  abftain  from 
exercife,  and  confine  himfelf  to  a  very  low  diet;  as 
a  contrary  regimen  might  greatly  tend  to  increafe 
the  inflammation.  With  regard  to  mercurial  fric- 
tions On  the  gland  itfelf,  I  have  already  giv^n  my 
reafons  for  dii'approving  of  them.  Indeed,  moll  of 
the  idiopathic  buboes  which  I  have  feen  treated,  ei- 
ther in  this  way,  or  by  other  irritating  remedies; 
have  inflammed  and  fuppurated,  though  the  appli- 
cation was  made  with  a  view  to  prevent  this  difa- 
greeable  circumftance  ;  and  there  are  now  but  very 
few  praditioners,  let  their  knowledge  of  the  recent 
difcoveries  concerning  the  lymphatic  fyftem  be  ever 
fo  confined,  who  would  truft  to  this  application  for 
producing  a  difcuffion. 

When  I  fay  that  a  local  irritation  of  the  gland 
will  rather  be  followed  by  an  inflammation  and  fuppu- 
ration  than  a  refolution,  I  purpofely  mention  the  idio- 
pathic venereal  bubo;  for  fympathic  buboes  do  cer- 
tainly, as  I  have  obferved,  frequently  difappear  after 
the  ufe  of  mercurial  frictions  applied  upon  the  gland 
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itfclf.  We  ought:  not,  however,  even  in  this  cafe^ 
to  afcribe  the  refolution  to  the  mercurial  frictions, 
poultices,  &c.  which  have  been  applied,  but  to  the 
limple  operation  of  nature ;  becaufe  fympathic  bu- 
boes will  always  go  off  ,  by  thdmfelves  without  any 
application  whatever.  For  their  removal,  as  I  have 
already  obferved,  nothing  more  is  requifite  than  to 
abate  or  remove  the  flimulus  from  the  mouths  of  the 
lymphatics  or  neighbouring  glands.  This  fact  is  fuf- 
ficient,  I  think,  to  convince  us  of  the  importance  of 
diftinguifhing  in  pradlice  the  idiopathic  buboes,  or 
fuch  as  owe  their  origin  to  the  venereal  virus  ab- 
forbed  from  fliankers  of  the  genitals  or  extremities) 
from  fympathic  ones,  ariling  from  the  mere  irrita- 
tion of  the  lymphatic  veffels,  and  generally  accom- 
panying fimple  claps,  fwelled  teflicles,  &g.  without 
the  appearance  of  any  venereal  ulcer. 

Thus  far  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of  venereal 
bubpes  by  refolution.  I  now  come  to  fpeak  of  thofe 
that  are  either  too  far  gone  to  admit  of  a  refolution, 
or  that  relift  it  on  fome  other  account. 

That  a  bubo  will  not  admit  of  a  refolution,  we 
know  by  the  tumour  continuing  to  increafe  in  lize, 
and  becoming  red  and  painful  after  the  proper  ap- 
phcation  of  the  mercurial  fiiftions  or  other  refolvents 
have  been  made  ufe  of  for  four  or  five  days.  As 
foon  as  we  fee  thefe  our  attempts  to  procure  a  refolu- 
tion fruftrated,  we  mull  endeavour  to  bring  on  a 
mild  and  fpeedy  fuppuration.  Here,  however,  we 
fliall  often  meet  with  great  difficulty,  buboes  being, 
fo  elTentially  different  from  one  another,  that  the 

treatment 
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treatment  which  will  bring  the  one  kind  to  a  mild 
fuppuration,  if  applied  to  the  other,  will  not  only  oc- 
cafion  very  dangerous  confequences,  but  even  prove 
fatal  to  the  patient. 

They  may,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  be  brought  moft 
properly  under  the  following  three  different  heads. 

In  the  firjl^  all  the  fymptoms  of  a  real  inflamma- 
tion run  very  high,  fometimes  even  to  mortification; 
in -the  fecond,  the  fame  fymptoms  feem  to  arife  from 
too  great  an  irritability  of  the  body;  whereas,  in  the 
thirds  the  moft  irritating  medicines  are  hardly  able 
to  raife  the  inflammation  to  fuch  a  pitch  as  is  necef- 
fary  for  bringing  on  a  fuppuration.  In  the  Jirji  or 
true  inflammatory  bubo,  our  intention  muft  be  to 
moderate  the  inflammatory  fymptoms;  in  the  fecond^ 
to  allay  the  irritability ;  and  in  the  third,  to  ftimu- 
late  and  excite. 

In  the  Jirjl  kind,  therefore,  when  the  patient  is 
ptherwife  of  a  healthy,  ftrong,  and  vigorous  confti- 
tution,  the  inflammation  high,  the  pain  fevere,  and 
accompanied  with  an  inflammatory  fever;  bleeding, 
fometimes  even  repeated  as  circumfl:ances  require,  will 
be  neceflary.  Leeches,  however,  or  in  want  of 
them,  fcarification  of  the  part  affedled,  are  often 
preferable  to  general  bleedings.  In  other  refpedts, 
reft,  a  low  diet,  cooling  drink,  antiphlogiftic  purge, 
the  warm  bath,  and  an  emollient  poultice  applied 
conftantly  warm  to  the  gland,  and  changed  when  it 
grows  cool,  are  the  means  to  be  inlifted  upon  in  this 
fpecies  of  bubo, 
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In  the  fecond  kind  the  fy mptoms  of  inflammation' 
feem  to  run  likewife  very  high,  but.  merely  from  too 
great  an  irritability  of  the  fyllem.  This  we  may 
eafily  diftinguifli  from  the  former,  by  the  v/eaker, 
fmoother,  and  more  frequent  pulfe;  as  alfo  by  the 
conftitution  of  the  patient.  In  fuch  circumftances, 
general  evacuations,  inftead  of  being  of  fervice,  1  con- 
ftantly  obferved  to  be  prejudicial.  On  the  contrary, 
a  fuller  diet;  opium  every  night  or  every  other  night, 
and  the  Peruvian  bark  through  the  day,  ought  to  be 
given ;  and  to  the  external  emollient  are  here  pro- 
perly joined  fome  fedative  applications.  It  was,  pro- 
bably, in  a  cafe  of  this  kind,  that  Mr.  Brainbilla  faw 
a  bubo  prove  gangrenous  and  fatal,  after  a  courfe  of 
calomel  along  with  a  ftrong  decoction  of  the  woods 
was  adminiftered  to  the  patient.  I  muft,  upon  this 
occalion,  make  the  general  remark,  that  mercury 
fhould  never  be  adminiftered  either  internally  or  ex- 
ternally, during  the  inflammatory  ftate  of  a  bubo,  or 
any  other  venereal  complaint,  unlefs  we  have  fome 
very  urgent  reafon.  During  that  ftate,  I  have  ne- 
ver feen  any  good,  but  frequently  very  bad  effeds 
refulting  from  its  ufe,  and  more  efpecially  when  rub- 
bed into  the  part  alFecled. 

The  third  kind  of  buboes,  eflTentially  different  from 
the  two  former,  we  frequently  meet  in  patients  of  a 
relaxed,  debilitcited,  cachectic,  or  fcorbutic  habit  of 
body.  When  this  is  the  cafe,  the  tumour  of  the 
gland,  though  red  and  inflamed,  rifes  very  little  andj 
very  llowly  ;  the  patient  feels  but  little  pain  ;  no  fe- 
ver attends ;  or,  if  any,  it  is  rather  of  the  low  kind, 
and  the  pulfe  is  weak,  accompanied  with  a  depreflion 
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of  fpirits. — In  fuch  cafes,  we  muft  endeavour  either 
to  difcufs  the  fwelling,  or  to  bring  the  bubo  to  fup- 
puration.  The  former  we  obtain  by  repeated  pur- 
gings  or  emetics  ;  and  1  tely,  a  poultice  made  of  the 
root  of  the  Atropa  Mandr agora  has  been  recommend- 
ed for  that  purpofe,  and  by  others  a  poultice  made 
of  the  root  of  Daphne  Mszerewn.  They  both  de- 
ferve  to  be  tried  in  obftinate  hard  fwellings  of  this 
kind ;  but  their  acrid  nature  fhould  keep  us  carefully 
upon  our  guard.  For  the  latter,  the  adminiftration 
of  mercury,  internally  as  well  as  upon  the  part  af- 
fected, will  fometimes  be  ufeful  and  even  necelFary; 
but  evacuations  of  any  kind  are  always  hurtful :  a 
full  diet  with  wine,  an  infufion  of  Peruvian  bark  in 
wine,  or  fome  other  ftrengthening  and  aromatic  me- 
dicines, together  with  local  applications  more  or  lefs 
ftimulant,  fuch  as  the  common  plafter  with  gums,  a 
poultice  made  of  onions  roafted  or  boiled  in  oil  will 
be  moft  proper. 

If  fymptoms  of  the  fea-fcurvey  prevail,  mercury 
ought  never  to  be  made  ufe  of;  but  the  patient 
ihould,  befides  the  ufe  of  wine  and  Peruvian  bark, 
&c.  eat  oranges  and  other  ripe  fruit,  or  make  ufe  of 
the  juice  of  antifcorbutic  herbs,  or  a  decodion  of  malt, 
and  take  inoderate  exercife  in  free  open  air  every 
day. 

When  by  any  of  the  above-mentioned  means,  the 
,bubo  is  at  laft  brought  to  fuppuration,  and  an  abfcefs 
is  formed,  mbft  writers  advife  the  artificial  opening 
of  the  abfcefs  with  the  lancet  or  cauftic ;  but  this  I 
think  fhould  almoft  always  be  rather  left  to  nature. 
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I  haye  found,  that  nature,  left  to  herfelf,  fcarce  ever 
tails  to  make  an  opening  in  due  time ;  whereas  arti- 
ficial openings  are  often  made  before  the  a.Mcefs  is 
fully  formed  and  ripe.  I  have  befides  obierved  ano- 
ther advantage  from  this  practice,  viz.  that  the  ab- 
fcefs  opened  by  nature  generally  heals  much  eafier; 
whereas  that  opened  by  an  incifion,  or  the  applica- 
tion of  a  cauftic,  we  fee  not  unfrequently  followed 
by  difagreeable  confequences.  The  cure  is  thereby 
often  rendered  extremely  tedious  and  troublefome, 
and  alvs^ays  a  vifible  cicatrix  left  behind;  which  laft 
we  ought  to  make  an  effential  point  carefully  to  a- 
void,  efpecially  in  women,  for  reafons  fufficiently  ob- 
vious. If  the  operation  be  left  to  nature,  the  ab- 
fcefs  will  generally  not  burfl  till  there  is  a  complete 
fuppuration  of  the  gland;  and  the  cicatrix  in  a  fhort 
time  after,  for  the  moH  part,  entirely  difappears,  or 
remains  fcarcely  vifible. 

There  are,  however,  fome  cafes  in  which  it  may  be 
proper  to  affift  nature,  and  either  make  a  dilatation 
of  the  opening,  or  make  an  artificial  opening  altoge- 
ther. If  buboes,  notwithftanding  the  means  above- 
mentioned,  remain  inflamed  and  hard,  without  ei- 
ther coming  to  refolution  or  fuppuration,  a  fmall  bit 
of  the  lunar  cauftic,  about  the  fize  of  a  pea,  may  be 
advantageoufly  apphed  to  the  middle  of  the  bubo, 
for  about  two,  or,  at  moft  three  hours,  the  efchar 
afterwards  to  be  anointed  with  a  little  of  the  ftrong 
blue  ointment,  and  the  whole  covered  with  a  warm 
emollient  poultice.  This  method,  firft  propofed  by 
IVIr.  Pk?ick,  l  have  fince  feveral  times  followed  with 
fuccefs. 

Here 
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Here  I  muft  add,  that,  in  feveral  inftances,  I  have 
©bferved  the  common  method  of  applying  a  large 
cauftic  on  the  bubo  for  ten  or  twelve  hours,  in  order 
to  bring  it  to  fuppuration,  attended  with  very  bad 
'  eonfequences.  The  event,  in  two. cafes,  was  a  mor- 
tification, and  in  others  a  large  ichorous  ulcer,  which 
in  one  inftance  feemed  to  affume  a  cancerous  appear- 
ance, and  at  laft  proved  fatal  to  the  patient.  This 
I  h^ve  never  feen  happen  from  the  application  of  a 
fmall  piece  of  the  cauftic  as  above  mentioned. 

When  the  abfcefs  has  been  opened  either  by  na^ 
ture  or  art,  it  is  called  an  exulcerated  Bubo  ;  in  which 
the  fame  diftinclions  ought  to  be  carefully  obferved 
as  laid  down  above,  when  I  fpoke  of  inflamed  bu^ 
boes, 

Manz  writers  advife  in  this  cafe,  to  adminifter 
mercury  internally  and  externally,  and  thus  treat 
the  ulcer  as  a  venereal  one.  This  pradice  may  be 
undoubtedly  very  good  in  fome  cafes;  but,  in  others, 
a  mercurial  courfe  will  prove  hurtful,  and  often  give 
rife  to  very  dangerous  eonfequences. 

No  general  method,  I  think,  can  be  laid  down  for 
the  treatment  of  an  exulcerated  bubo;  but  the  prac- 
titioner ought  to  be  entirely  direfted  by  the  nature 
of  the  difeafe,  and  the  conftitution  of  the  patient,  as 
mentioned  above.  If  the  patient  be  vigorous,  with- 
out fever,  the  pus  mild,  and  of  a  good  coafiftence,  no 
external  application  to  the  fore  Teems  necelfary;  and 
if  any  thing  is  to  be  appUed,  a  continuation  of  the 
fame  poultice  which  was  applied  before  the  abfcefs 

burft, 
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burft,  will  certainly  forward  the  cure  more  than  any 
thing  elfe.  If  the  abfcefs  alTumcs  the  nature  of  a 
venereal  ulcer,  a  courfe  of  mercury  may  be  proper; 
but  with  regard  to  topical  apphcations  of  mercury, 
in  thofe  cafes,  we  fliould  be  highly  cautious,  left  we 
bring  on  a  complaint,  of  which  I  have  feen  feveral 
melancholy  inftances. 

But  if,  under  the  admixiiftration  of  our  medicines, 
whatever  they  be,  the  abfcefs,  iiiftead  of  heahng, 
either  remains  in  the  fame  ftate,  or  affumes  a  relaxed 
and  flabby  appearance,  and  the  difcharge  grows  co- 
pious, thin,  and  ichorous,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  health  of  the  patient,  inftead  of  growing  better, 
gradually  grows  worfe  and  worfe  ;  a  different  treat- 
ment will  be  neceffkry.  If  mercury  had  been  ad- 
miniftered,  and  has  produced  fome  fenlible  effedls  in 
the  mafs,  we  fhould  not  obftinately  infift  to  afcribe 
the  prefent  fymptoms  to  the  inefBcacy  of  the  mercu- 
rial preparation  we  have  made  ufe  of,  and  confe- 
quently  have  recourfe  to  another  :  we  rather  ought 
to  take  the  hint  given  by  nature,  and  not  perfift  any 
longer  in  the  ufe  of  a  remedy  from  which  no  good 
effect  had  followed. — Mercury  is  a  poifon  for  thofe 
patients  ;  and  fo  is  likewife  the  hofpital  air.  A  dc- 
codion  of  the  Peruvian  bark  in  milk,  a  decoction  of 
farfapiriUa  with  antimony,  the  powder  of  farfaparil- 
la  with  milk,  (if  the  patient  bears  milk,)  a  full  diet, 
wine,  an  infulion  of  the  bark  in  wine,  with  the  free 
■ufe  of  country  air,  and  gentle  exercife,  are  the  me- 
dicines required.  To  the  ulcer,  an  injedion  with 
ih  aqua  vitriolica  camphorata,  or,  according  to  cir- 
cuinila-ceo,  a  ioinentation  with  the  Peruvian  bark- 

repeated 


ON  VENEREAL  BUBOES.  iji. 


repeated  twice  or  three  times  a -day,  is  the  neceflary 
application;  and  the  fore  fhould  be  covered  with 
line  lint  or  a  piece  of  foft  fponge,  that  the  matter 
may  freely  difcharge.  The  drelfings  may  be  kept 
on  by  a  piece  of  adhefive  plafter  fpread  on  linen.  To 
prevent  excoriations  on  the  thigh  from  the  acrid  dif- 
charge of  fuch  ulcers,  the  application  of  a  httle  white 
cerate  to  the  furrounding  parts  will  be  necelTary  *, 

The  following  cafe  may  ferve  as  an  illuftration  of 
what  I  have  juft  now  aflerted.  An  ulcerated  bubo 
was,  according  to  the  common  courfe  of  pradlice, 
treated  as  a  venereal  ulcer,  by  the  internal  and  ex- 
ternal ufe  of  mercury.  The  patient,  by  this  method, 
after  eight  weeks  time,  was  fo  much  reduced,  and 
the  ulcer  had  alTumed  fo  bad  an  appearance,  that  it 
was  thought  proper  to  have  the  advice  of  another 
phyhcian.  Being  confulted,  1  found,  upon  exami- 
nation, the  flabby  relaxed  atonic  appearance  of  the 
ulcer  which  I  mentioned  above.  I  told  the  phyli- 
cian  and  furgeon,  who  hitherto  had  treated  the  pa- 
tient, that  I  thought  the  continuation  of  mercury 
improper ;  and  that  the  internal  and  external  ufe  of 
ftrengthening  medicines,  and  a  full  diet  with  wine, 
were  now  the  only  proper  remedies.  They  both 
thought  my  advice  unfeafonable ;  and  that  it  was 
more  proper  to  continue  the  ufe  of  mercury,  only 
with  a  different  preparation.    However,  after  a  good 

deal 

*  Mr.  Foot  has  ingenioufly  applied  to  this  kind  of  exulcerated 
bubo,  commonly  called  pbagedvnic  bubo,  the  fame  method,  whiclt 
efFedually  anfwers  in  ulcers  of  the  legs  of  the  fame  kind,  with 
>he  fame  fuccefs,  viz.  a  vitriolic  folution  with  the  flrait  baadagc. 
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deal  of  converfation,  I  prevailed  on  them  to  try  only 
for  eight  or  ten  days  what  I  had  propofcd  ;  and  the 
patient  finding  himfelf  the  better  for  the  courfe  he 
began,  continued  the  fame  for  about  fix  weeks,  when 
he  was  perfedlly  recovered. 

A  SIMILAR  cafe  occurred  fome  time  ago  to  a  friend 
of  mine  in  London,  who  gave  the  f^^me  advice  to  a 
patient  that  had  been  treated  for  a  long  time  with 
mercurials,  and  the  patient  found  the  fame  benefit 
from  the  change,  A  remarkable  circumfl;ance  which 
happened  with  this  latter  patient,  I  muft  take  notice 
of.  Under  the  courfe  of  mercurials  he  fuffered  vio- 
lent fweats  every  night ;  for  which  he  put  on  every 
morning  a  clean  fhirt  made  of  new  linen  ;  all  thefe 
Ihirts,  about  a  dozen  in  number,  after  having  been 
once  or  twice  waflied  with  other  linen  in  the  com- 
mon manner,  grew  fo  tender,  that  they  feemed  to 
be  perfectly  rotten. 

If,  after  a  fuppuration  has  taken  place,  and  the 
abfcefs  been  opened,  part  of  the  gland  fiiould  ftill 
remain  fwelled  and  hard,  repeated  purges,  with  the 
continued  ufe  of  the  medicines,  recommended  above 
for  indurated  buboes,  will  efFedually  remove  this 
diforder. 

The  Jinufes  oi^fjlulas,  which  are  fometimes  apt  to 
arife  after  fuch  ulcers,  are  for  the  mofl;  part  eafily 
prevented,  as  well  by  proper  injedlions  as  by  a  fuit- 
able  pofture  of  the  patient  when  in  bed,  and  by  a 
gentle,  but  careful,  preflTure,  fqueezing  out  the  mat- 
ter all  round,  every  morning  and  evening. — If  fiftu- 
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las  or  finufes  have  been  formed  from  an  ulcerated 
bubo,  and  refufe  to  yield  to  the  injections  mention- 
ed, the  knife  muft  be  employed.  Thefe  complaints, 
however,  feldom  or  never  occur,  if  the  furgeon,  in 
order  to  give  a  free  difcharge  to  the  matter,  be  at- 
tentive to  the  pofture  of  the  patient,  dilate  the  open- 
ing in  time,  if  neceffary,  and  the  patient  comply  ex- 
adly  with  his  directions. 

Buboes  grow  now  and  then  gangrenous^  from  a 
high  degree  of  inflammation ;  but  more  frequently 
after  they  have  been  improperly  opened,  efpecially 
in  irritable  habits,  or  in  fcorbutic 'patients.  The 
foul  air  of  hofpitals  proves  often  fatal  to  fuch  pa- 
tients, and  retards  likewife  very  much  the  cure  of 
all  exulcerated  buboes.  Mercury  increafes  the  morti- 
fication. The  Peruvian  bark,  or  in  fome  circum- 
ftances,  large  dofes  of  opium  internally ;  and  the  fame 
bark,  or  the  arnica  root  in  powder,  or  camphor  dif- 
folved  in  vinegar,  are  the  mofh  effedual  remedies  ex- 
ternally. 

Hemlock,  both  internally  and  externally  applied, 
has  been  fl;rongly  recommended  for  cancerous,  as 
well  as  fcirrhous  buboes  :  but  1  never  faw  it  effect  a 
radical  cure  where  there  was  a  real  cancer ;  though 
there  is  nothing  to  hinder  its  being  tried :  but  in  fuch 
cafes,  the  only  method  that  I  know  for  avoiding 
death,  or  at  leaft  a  moft  mifcrable  hfe,  is  the  total 
excifion  of  the  cancerous  gland,  if  practicable ;  and 
this,  if  we  wifh  to  fave  our  patient,  fhould  not  be  too 
long  deferred. 
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-  Having  thus  finiflied  the  treatment  of  topical  ve- 
nereal complaints,  I  now  proceed  to  thofe  arifing 
from  an  univerfal  infedion,  or,  as  it  is  commonly 
called,  ct  conJir?ned  poxo 
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CHAP.  XI. 

Qn  the  Syphilis  or  Venereal  Disease  in  particular. 

H  AViNG  premifed  fome  neceiTary  obfervations  con- 
cerning the  venereal  infection,  the  nature  of  the -vi- 
rus, and  the  different  appearances  of  fyphihtic  com- 
plaints in  general,  in  the  beginning  of  this  treatife, 
I  now  enter,  in  particular,  into  the  confideration  of 
the  nature,  fymptoms,  and  cure  of  the  fyphilis  or 
venereal  difeafe,  commonly  called  a  confirmed  lues  or 
pox. 

♦ 

The  effefts  or  fymptoms  which  the  venereal  virus 
is  apt  to  produce  when  abforbed  into  the  mafs,  are, 
now  a-days,  fhortly  as  follow. 

1.  In  the  eyes:  The  moft  violent  inflammation, 
with  a  difcharge  of  puriform  matter  (from  a  retro- 
pulfed  clap),  ending  generally  in  perfedl  blindnefs ; 
or  an  ophthalmy  of  a  more  chronic  kind  (from  the 
venereal  virus  depofited  from  the  mafs),  affedling 
the  eye  itfelf,  or  the  eye-lids ;  and  fonietiraes  alfo 
producing  the  fillula  lachrymalis. 

2.  In  the  ears:  Tingling  in  the  ears;  deafnefs, 
with  or  without  a  purifor  ■  i  difcharge,  either  from  a 
retropulfed  clap,  or  from  the  venereal  virus  affetSling 
the  ear,  or  the  orifice  of  the  Euftachian  tube  in  the 
fauces, 
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3.  Inthenofe:  Ulcers  in  the  noftrils;  an  ulcera^ 
tion  of  the  mucous  membrane  Ox"  the  nofe,  with  a 
caries  of  the  bones,  efpecially  of  the  feptum  ;  whence 
the  disfiguration  of  the  nofe,  which  we  fee  now  and 
th  en  in  people  walking  in  the  ftreets ;  or  a  difcharge 
of  fetid  ichor,  known  hy  the  name  of  ozoena  fyphili- 
tica. 

4.  In  the  mouth  and  throat :  Ulcers,  caries  of  the 
ofla  palatina  or  antrum  maxillaro,  erofion  of  the  ve- 
lum, &c.  fore  throat,  coryza,  paraphonia. 

5.  In  or  about  the  ge7iital  parts,  it  produces,  or 
-prdves  a  perpetual  fomes  of  excoriations,  ulcers,  fif- 
tulas,  gleets,  warts,  condylomata.  Whether  claps, 
fwelled  tefticles,  or  buboes,  ever  arife  from  the  poifon 
being  depofeed  tb  thofe  parts  from  the  mafs,  is  with 
me,  for  want  of  authenticated  fads,  ftill  a  matter  of 
doubt. 

'  6.  In  the Jkin  :  Copper-coloured  fpots,  fcurf,  tet- 
ters, fcabs,  efpecially  on  the  margin  of  the  fcalp,  or 
in  the  beard  ;  a  fcald  head,  or  tinea  ;  and  when  the 
difeafe  is  very  inveterate,  and  fomewhat  degenera- 
ted, it  fometimes,  though  feldom,  produces  a  kind 
of  leprofy  over  the  whole  furface  of  the  body  ;  a  cor- 
ruption of  the  nails,  and  ulcers  of  the  moft  obftinate 
kind  in  different  parts  of  the  body. 

7.  In  the  hones:  Either  the  moft  excruciating  pains 
and  fwellings,  commonly  called  tophi  exojlofes,  &c. 
efpecially  troublefome  at  night  when  the  patient 
grows  warm-in  bed;  an  ulceration  in  their  external, 

or 


THE  SYPHILIS. 


or  a  corruption  of  their  internal  fubftance,  difeafes 
known  by  the  name  of  caries  and  fpina  ueritofa.  The 
bones  moft  hable  to  be  affeded  by  this  difeafe,  are 
thofe  which  are  not  covered  with  mufcles,  as  the  ti- 
bia, the  radius,  the  elbow,  the  proceffus  coracoideuSj 
fternum,  the  os  frontis,  and  other  bones  of  the  head, 

8.  SoxAiETiMES  the  venereal  poifon  will  produce  ef- 
fedts,  the  nature  of  which  is  fo  concealed,  that  they" 
feem  rather  arifing  from  fome  other  caufe.  Such  are 
pains  in  feveral  parts  of  the  body,  refembling  thofe 
of  the  rheumatic  kind  ;  pains  in  the  articulations,  re- 
fembling the  gout ;  afthma ;  nervous  or  hedic  fe- 
vers ;  confumptions  of  the  lungs,  or  limple  emacia- 
tion without  any  apparent  vice  in  any  vifcus  of  the 
body.  Thefe  fymptoms  have,  among  phyficians,  ob- 
tained the  name  of  morbi  'venerei  larvati.  It  is,  how- 
ever, to  be  obferved,  that  many  of  thefe  fymptoms 
are  not  unfrequently  owing  to  the  improper  admini- 
ftration,  and  confequent  bad  effecls,  of  mercury. 

9.  Sometimes  the  lues  is  really  combined  with 
other  diforders  ;  fuch  as  the  fea-fcurvy,  intermittent 
fevers,  confumptions,  &c.  Thefe  are  called  morbi 
venerei  complicati,  and  deferve  the  utmoft  attention 
of  the  pradlitioner ;  becaufe  the  fuccefs  of  the  cura 
will  often,  in  a  great  meafure,  depend  on  the  accu- 
rate knowledge  and  diftindion  of  thefe  complaints. 

The  fpecific  remedy  noW  generally  applied  for  all 
kinds  of  venereal  diforders,  is  mercury  in  its  differ- 
ent preparations.    Though  there  are  perhaps  reme- 
dies 
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dies  of  the  vegetable  kingdom  as  powerful  as  mer- 
cury, to  cure  the  venereal  difeafe  in  all  its  ftageSj 
yet,  being  either  unknown,  or  difficult  to  be  got, 
they  are  now  generally  neglected.  Mercury  is  made 
ufe  of,  not  only  on  account  of  its  fpecific  power  a- 
gainft  this  diforder,  but  becaufe  it  is  a  remedy  which 
is  cheap,  eafily  to  be  got,  and  quick  and  certain  in 
its  effeils ;  in  the  fame  manner,  though  we  are  able 
to  cure  agues  by  other  remedies,  w^e  employ  noW-a- 
days  feidom  any  thing  elfe  but  the  Peruvian  bark. 

Several  hypothefes  have  been  advanced  to  ex- 
plain the  raanner  in  which  mercury  produces  thofe 
powerful  efFe6ls.  None  of  them  feems  to  be  founded 
on  real  facts ;  all  of  them  are  therefore  little  fatisfac- 
tory.  Some  fay,  mercury  a6ts  by  its  metallic  weight ; 
others,  by  its  aftringent  quality  ;  and  others,  again, 
by  its  power  of  promoting  all  kinds  pf  excretions, 
&~c.  If  thofe  writers  had  only  confidered,  that  fome- 
times  two  or  three  grains  of  mercury  brought  into 
the  mafs,  make  the  moft  violent  venereal  fymptoms 
difappear,  Ithink  they  would  have  hever  had  re- 
courfe  to  fuch  explications.  Perhaps,  if  there  was 
an  opinion  to  be  advanced  about  this  matter,  che  - 
niiftry  could  afford  us  a  more  reafonable  and  fatis- 
fadory  theory;  by  fuppoling,  that  mercury  has  a 
pecuhar  attra£live  power,  or  what  is. commonly  call- 
ed a  chemical  affinity,  to  the  venereal  poifon ;  by 
means  of  which,  wherever  it  meets  w^tli  that  poifon, 
it  readily  unites,  and  forms  a  kind  of  compound  with 
it,  which  then  has  no  longer  any  oC'the  qualities 
which  either  of  the  fubftances  had  before  the  union; 
and  therefore  the  effect  produced  by. the  poifon  muft, 
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in  the  moment  that  union  takes  place,  unavoidably 
ceafe,  and  the  patient  find  himfelf  either  relieved, 
or,  if  the  poifon  has  been  fiiturated  with  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  mercury,  radically  cured.  By  this  the- 
ory we  would  perhaps  be  more  able,  not  only  to  ac- 
count for  a  few  grains  of  mercury  relieving  fome- 
timesthe  moftexcruciating  venereal  pains  of  the  bones, 
but  alfo  why  mercury  taken  internally  removes  ve- 
nereal ulcers,  without  any  external  application,  &c. 
It  would  further  feem  probable  from  thefe  effeds, 
that  mercury  has  a  greater  chemical  attradion  to  the 
venereal  poifon  than  it  has  to  any  acid ;  and  that, 
given  in  any  of  its  faline  preparations,  wherever  it 
meets  with  that  poifon,  it  leaves  immediately  the  a- 
cid  with  which  it  was  combined,  and  unites  with  the 
poifon*.  I  could  fupport  this  opinion,  perhaps,  if 
I  added,  that" mercury  cures  the  venereal  difeafe  the 
eafier  and  fooner  the  more  minutely  it  is  divided ; 
that,  in  order  to  produce  the  defired  efFed,  it  is  al- 
ways neceffary  that  it  be  abforbed  into  the  mafs;  but 
that  it  never  cures  the  venereal  complaints  though 
abforbed  into  the  mafs,  if  not  carried  in  fufficient 
quantity  to  the  place  or  part  affected.  In  this  man- 
ner we  could  perhaps  eafier  explain  why  it  often 
cures  the  venereal  diforder  without  any  fenlible 
increafe  of  any  of  the  different  fecretions  or  ex- 
cretions of  the  body;  and  why,  if  it  produces  pur- 
ging, immoderate  fvveating,  or  falivation,  it  very  often 

leaves 

*  It  is  a  very  remarkable  circumftance,  which  one  day  or  o- 
thcr  may  fcrve  to  clear  up  this  theory,  that  mercury  has  the  great- 
eft  affinity  to,  or,  as  I  ftiould  fay  with  more  propriety,  that  of  all 
known  acids,  that  of  the  animal  fat  {acidum  febi)  has  the  greatcft 
attradlion  to  mercury. 
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leaves  the  venereal  diteafe  uncured  behind.  But 
though  we.  could  thus  refolve  all  thefe  different  quef- 
tions  in  a  more  fatisfaaory  manner,  I  mull  confefs 
that  this  theory  is  as  little  as  the  former  founded 
on  any  real  fad,  but  on  mere  conjecture;  and  there- 
fore, as  long  as  it  remains  in  this  ftate,  it  is  equally 
uielefs  as  all  other  hypoihefes  in  the  praflice  of  phy- 
fic,  where  it  may  be  fufficient  for  us  to  know  the  fpe- 
cific  remedy  to  cure  the  diforder,  without  being  ac- 
quainted how  it  produces  its  effedls;  though  fuch  a 
knowledge,  could  it  be  attained,  would  lead  undoubt- 
edly to  great  improvenients  in  the  practice  of  phyfic. 

Msthod  of  Cure. 

If  the  patient  be  ftrong  enough  to  bear  the  im- 
mediate ufe  of  mercury,  I  begin  generally  by  giving 
him  a  purgative;  and  the  next  day  1  let  him  bathe 
in  a  warm  bath,  made  of  -a  decoction  of  bran,  or  of 
limple  foft  water.  In  this  bath,  the  warmth  of  which 
fhould  be  determined  by  the  agreeable  feeling  of  the 
patient,  he  ought  to  fit  for  half  an  hour  or  an  hour's 
time;  during  the  latter  end  of  which  time,  he  fliould 
be  rubbed  gently  all  over  with  a  flelh-brufli  or  a  piece 
of  flannel.  Coming  out  of  the  bath;  he  may  take  a 
glafs  of  good  wine,  if  his  circumftances  will  admit  of 
it,  and  then  go  to  bed.  By  thefe  means  the  Ikin 
will  be  well  cleanfed,  and  be  better  fitted  for  tranf- 
mitting  the  perfpiration.  If  he  be  plethoric,  or  ac- 
cuftomed  to  bleeding,  venefeclion  may  be  proper  and 
nfeful,  previous  to  his  beginning  tl^e  ufe  of  mercury.  • 

With  j 
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With  regard  to  the  feveral  mercurial  preparations 
made  life  of  for  the  cure  of  venereal  complaints,  I 
fliall  fpeak  hereafter.  What  we  Ihould  firft  obferve 
moll:  carefully  and  attentively,  is,  whether  the  mer- 
curial courfe  we  began  agrees  wdth  the  patient ;  and 
if  it  does  not  agree,  without  hefitation,  change  it. 
Thofe  patients  who  will  not  bear  fridions,  bear  fomei 
times  very  readily  the  internal  ufe  of  mild  or  more 
acrid  preparations  of  mercury,  and  vice  verfa;  others, 
who  will  not  bear  mercury  internally,^  will  bear  the 
friclions,  or  fometimes  not  bear  one  mercurial 
preparation,  while  they  bear  another  very  readi- 
ly. Some  will  take  it  more  eafily  in  pills^  o- 
thers  in  powder,  or  diffolved  in  fome  liquid.  To 
thofe  whofe  conftitution,  circumftances,  or  choice, 
are  againft  mercurial  frictions,  we  may  give  Plenck's 
folution  of  mercury  in  gum-arabic,  made  into  pill? ; 
or  mercury  triturated,  and  formed  into  pills  with  the 
extract  of  liquorice.  Thefe  preparations  agree  with 
moft  ftomachs,  even  fuch  as  fometimes  can  bear  no 
other  mercurial  preparation.  In  other  cafes,  calomel 
prepared  by  precipitation  according  to  Mr.  Scheek-s 
invention,  or  the  hydragyrum  nitratum  cinereum 
f piihis  mercurn  chiereus. )  of  the  new  Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeia,  are  the  mildeft  and  perhaps  moft  fuit- 
able  preparations  for  thofe  ftomachs  which  are  not 
able  to  bear  any  of  the  more  acrid' faline  mercurial 
preparations.  Mercury  rubbed  down  with  fugar-can- 
dy,  or  calcined  mercury  mixed  with  opium  may 
fometimes,  according  to  circumftances,  be  more  ad- 
vantageous ;  but,  as  I  have  mentioned  before,  great 
judgment  and  attention  are  required  in  adminiftering 
thofe  medicines,  as  well  as  with  regard  to  diet,  bath- 

X  ing, 
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ing.  &.C.  about  which  it  is  impoffible  to  enter  into 
minute  detail  of  every  particular  circumftance.  The 
following  rules,  however,  befides  thofe  to  be  men- 
tioned below  under  the  head  of  Mercurial  Prepara- 
tio?is,  may  ferve  as  general  ones. 

The  patient  whom  we  undertake  to  cure  of  the 
lues,  rauft  have  fufficient  ftrength  to  bear,  the  ufe  of 
mercury  ;  and  neither  be  afledled  with  any  nervous, 
hedic,  or  inflammatory  fever,  nor  with  fea-fcurvy,  can- 
cerous complaints,  or  gangrenous  ulcers.  In  all  thefe 
cafes,  I  have  conftantly  obferved  mercury  not  only 
prove  hurtful,  but  in  fome  inftances,  where  its  ufe 
was  infifted  upon,  even  fatal  to  the  patient.  Thefe 
diforders,  if  poffible,  fhould  therefore  be  previoufly 
removed;  or  if  thevenerealfymptoms  prevail  fo  much, 
that  they  render  the  immediate  ufe  of  mercury  indif- 
penlibly  neceflary,  proper  medicines  ought  to  be  con- 
joined with  mercury. 

For  reftoring  a  proper  degree  of  ftrength  and  vi- 
gour, an  healthful  country  air  is  one  of  the  firft  re- 
quifites;  then  affes  or  cows  milk,  as  it  comes  from 
the  animal;  or,  Avhat  in  fome  inftances  I  have  found 
far  better  for  patients  in  eafy  eircumftances,  a  ftrong 
healthy  country  wet-nurfe,  whom  the  patient  may 
fuck  himfeif ;  or  if  he  finds  this  difagreeable  (or  perhaps 
dangerous),  the  breaft  of  the  woman  may  be  drav,  n 
with  a  proper  inftrument,  and  the  patient  fliould 
drink  the  milk  immediately  after:  this  milk  is  the 
greateft  ftrengthener  I  know  of  for  debihtated  pa- 
tients. His  diet  may  otherwife  confift  of  light  pud- 
dings; tender  meat  of  middle-aged  animals  of  all 
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kinds,  efpecially  roafted,  not  too  fat;  and,  at  dinner, 
if  he  likes  good  ftrong  beer  (or  porter),  he  may  drink 
it;  otlierwife  a  few  glaffes  of  good  and  genuine  Span- 
ifti  or  Hungarian  wine  will  be  ufeful.  Moderate  cx- 
ercife  of  any  kind,  and  occafionally  fridions  of  the 
whole  body,  will  greatly  affift  the  above  regimen. 
As  for  medicines,  if  their  ufe  fliould  be  abfolutely 
rieceiTary,  or  if  the  patient  defire  any,  fmall  dofes  of 
the  bed  Peruvian  bark,  finely  powdered  in  fubftance, 
or  mixed  with  cinnamon- water  or  genuine  old  hock, 
I  have  found  excellent.  If  the  patient  be  very  low, 
iron  diffolved  in  vitriolic  aether,  I  have  found  fupe- 
rior  to  any  other  medicine.  The  cold  bath  will  be 
fometimes  ufeful,  but  at  other  times  I  have  feen  it 
prove  rather  hurtful.  This,  with  cheerful  company, 
and  avoiding  venery  or  nodlurnal  pollutions,  will 
greatly  contribute  to  recover  the  ftrength  necelfary 
for  enabling  the  patient  to  bear  the  ufe  of  mercury. 
I  fhall,  however,  make  one  remark  more  here,  which, 
as  far  as  I  know,  has  not  been  taken  notice  of  by 
any  former  writer  on  this  fubje^l,  viz.  that  weaknefs, 
low-fpiritednefs,  and  anaphrodyfia,  are  fometimes 
the  immediate  effects  of  the  venereal  virus  lurking 
in  the  body;  and,  in  that  cafe,  I  have  obferved  mer- 
cury to  be  the  beft  ftrengthener,  I  have  feen  peo- 
ple in  that  ftate  gain  fo  much  ftrength  in  eight  or  ten 
days,  from  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury,  that  they 
found  themfelves  pnoft  agreeably  furprifed. 

During  the  ufe  of  mercury,  a  mixed  diet  of  vege- 
tables and  animals,  as  the  moft  natural  to  mankind 
general,  is  proper;  avoiding  fat,  hard,  indegefti- 
ble  food.    Acids  will  fometimes  caufe  a  griping  or 

X  2  purging 
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purging  under  a  courfe  of  mercury:  where  that  hap- 
pens, they  fliould  be  avoided.  At  table,  the  mode- 
rate ufe  of  wine  cannot  be  hurtful.  As  to  porter,  or 
any  other  kind  of  beer,  it  does  not  agree  with  all 
ftomachs  under  a  mercurial  courfe ;  where  it  does,  I 
fee  no  reafon  why  it  may  not  be  moderately  indul- 
ged, and  I  never  faw  in  thofe  circumltances  any  harm 
from  it.  But  what  I  principally  inlift  upon  is,  that 
the  patient  fliould  go  early  to  bed  eyery  day ;  as  in- 
dulging fleep  feems  rather  ferviceable  during  a  mer- 
curial courfe.  Moderate  exercife  on  foot,  in  a  chaife, 
or  on  horfeback,  in  a  Vvarm  and  dry  day,  I  found 
always  more  ufeful  than  confinement  to  a  room;  but 
if  the  weather  be  moid  or  very  cold,  it  will  be  fafer 
to  flay  at  home.  Night  air  is  particularly  dangerous ; 
for  it  is  in  general  cold  and  damp,  and  fliould  be 
therefore,  by  every  patient  under  a  mercurial  courfe, 
mofl:  carefully  avoided.  I  have  known  feveral  in- 
ftances,  where  venereal  patients,  during  the  ufe  of 
mercury,  through  inattention  to  this  lingle  point, 
have  ruined  their  health  and  conftitution  for  years, 
or  even  for  life.  Where  the  patient's  bufinefs  or  cir- 
cumftances  of  life  abfolutely  oblige  him  to  go  out  in 
•very  cold  or  damp  weather,  he  fliould  never  do  it 
without  having  on  w^arm  cloaths,  a  flannel  or  callicoe 
waiftcoat  under  his  fliirt,  and  a  pair  of  good  warm 
woollen  ftockings. 

Thus  we  proceed  with  the  ufe  of  mercury,  if  no 
pecuhar  fymptoms  prevent  it;  and  at  the  fame  tiirie, 
order  the  patient  to  bathe  once  or  twice  a-week  i;i 
warm  bath,  if  his  confl:itution  be  flrong  enough: 
weak  and  relaxed  habits  will  not  admit  of  this.  Biitl 
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^vhenever  he  perceives  a  naufeous  tafte,  like  .copper 
in  the  mouth,  ftinking  breath,  fwelling  of  the  gums, 
the  teeth  feeling  as  if  they  were  fet  on  edge,  a  lar- 
ger fecretion  of  faliva  or  fpitting  than  common,  mer- 
cury fliould  be  immediately  left  off  for  fome  days; 
a  warm  bath  and  frictions  with  the  flefli-brufh  to  be 
ufed  in  fome  cafes;  a  gentle  phyfic  to  be  t^ken  and 
occafionally  repeated:  and  cold  moid  air  in  thofe 
circumftances  to  be  moft  carefully  avoided.  If  un- 
der the  ufe  of  mercury  fy  mptoms  of  a  general  irrita- 
tion appear,  it  ought  to  be  left  off  for  fome  days,  and 
a  dofe  of  opium  to  be  given  in  its  ftead:  but  if  fymp-r 
toms  of  an  inflammatory  diathelis  prevail,  bleeding 
will  be  neceffary.  Thus  we  continue  with  the  ufe 
of  mercury,  as  I  faid,  till  the  virus  is  wholly  eradi- 
cated, which  will  generally  be  in  twenty-five  or 
thirty  days,  if  the  difeafe  has  not  been  of  long  (land- 
ing, and  the  fymptoms  have  not  been  very  fevere; 
but  if  the  difeafe  be  inveterate,  and  the  fkin  or  bones 
feverely  affedled,  ten,  or  twelve  weeks  will  be  fome- 
times  neceffary  to  produce  a  complete  and  radical 
cur  e 

Another  circumftance  to  be  attended  to  during  a 
mercurial  courfe  is,  that  fuch  patients  fhould  be  pre- 
vioufly  told  of  the  effedls  of  mercury  on  gold,  fuch  as 
rings,  watches,  &c.  By  not  attending  to  this  parti- 
cular, difagreeable  difcoveries  may  fometimes  be 
made,  which  female  patients  efpecially  have  great 
reafon  carefully  to  avoid. 

To  know  whether  the  lues  is  radically  extermina- 
ted, is  a  nice  point  of  pradical  judgment ;  and  if  I 
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fay,  that,  from  a  careleffncfs  on  the  part  of  the  pa- 
tient, or  from  want  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the 
praditioner  with  regard  to  this  point,  a  great  many 
patients  are  unhappy,  and  fufferers ;  I  advance  no- 
thing but  what  we  fee  daily  confirmed.  If  we  were 
in  polfelTion  of  a  remedy,  which,  having  the  power 
of  rendering  the  leaft  particle  of  the  venereal  virus, 
concealed  in  the  body,  adive,  and  thus  enable  us  to 
difcover  its  prefence,  in  hke  manner,  as~  the  loadftone 
difcovers  the  prefence  of  iron,  there  would  be  no- 
thing necelTary,  but  to  adminifter  that  remedy  the  mo- 
ment we  think  the  patient  had  taken  mercury  enough. 
I  have  made  fome  experiments  on  this  fubjccl ;  but 
the  number  of  fadls  are  not  yet  fufficient  to  enable 
me  to  form  a  conclufion. 

As  foon  as  the  mercury  afFecls  the  mouth  of  the 
patient,  we  are  fure  of  the  moft  elTential  point,  viz. 
of  its  having  entered  the  mafs,  which  as  was  obferv- 
ed  above,  is  a  point  abfolutely  neceffary  for  eradica- 
ting the  poifon.  The  difappearing  of  internal  vene- 
real fymptoms,  and  more  fo  that  of  the  external  ones, 
is  another,  not  unequivocal  fign,  that  the  mercury 
has  exerted  its  adion  upon  the  venereal  virus.  If 
venereal  ulcers  which  arofe  from  an  infedted  mafs  be- 
gin to  mend  or  heal,  if  pains  or  tophufes  of  the  bones 
begin  to  difappear,  &c.  under  the  ufe  of  mercury, 
we  are  fure  of  its  having  entered  the  mafs,  and  re- 
moved the  efFeds  of  the  venereal  poifon  ;  but  we  are 
not  yet  fure  of  its  having  eradicated  entirely  all  the 
poifon  prefent  in  the  body.  For  this  reafon,  we 
ought  to  continue  the  fame  ufe  of  mercury  for  a  fort- 
night or  three, weeks,  after  all  the  venereal  fymptoms 

have 
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have  entirely  difappeured  ;  and  thgn  we  may  gene- 
rally be  pretty  confident  that  our  patient  is  radically 
cured  of  the  diforder. — I  have  obferved  in  feveral 
patients  who  bore  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury  ex-^ 
tremely  well,  as  long  as  the  difeafe  took  place  ; 
whereas,  on  the  moment  the  poifon  was  eradicated, 
they  began  to  naufeate  it ;  which  proved  to  be  the 
ilandard  of  their  being  radically  cured. 

But  we  are  to  obferve,  that  though  the  venereal 
poifon  has  been  perfedly  eradicated,  and  the  vene- 
real difeafe  confequently  radically  cured,  there  are 
many  inftances  where  exoftofes,  knots,  or  fwellings 
of  the  bones,  owing  their  origin  to  the  venereal  poi- 
fon, continue,  however,  all  the  life  through,  without 
any  bad  confequences.  A  caries  of  the  bones  will 
often  remain,  till  nature  herfelf,  or  afiifted  by  art^ 
has  made  the  exfoliation.  Venereal'  excrefcences 
remaining  after  a  mercurial  courfe,  are  to  be  looked 
upon  as  local  complaints,  and  to  be  removed  by  lo- 
cal remedies.  It  has  been  a  general  obfervation,  and 
I  have  feen  it  confirmed  in  feveral  inftances,  that  the 
venereal  difeafe  yields  eafier  to  a  proper  treatment 
in  warm  and  dry  climates  or  feafons,  than  in  cold 
and  damp  ones.  This  is  the  reafon  that  has  render- 
ed Montpelier  fo  famous  for  curing  the  moft  obftinate 
and  confirmed  lues.  This  is  likewife  the  reafon  that 
people,  who  are  not  cured  of  venereal  complaints 
at  Peterlburgh  or  Stockholm,  &.c.  are  fometimcs 
cured  when  they  go  to  Italy,  or  Portugal ;  and  for 
the  fame  reafon  they  fometimes  will  bear  mercury 
there  v/ithout  the  leaft  inconvenience,  till  they  are 
perfedlly  cured,  when  they  could  fcarcely  bear  a 
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few  grains  of  it  in  cold  or  wet  countries  without  fal- 
ling into  an  immediate  falivation.  I  have  feen  feve- 
ral  flriking  inftarices  of  this  kind  :  and  it  does  not 
arife  from  fome  peculiar  balfamic  particles  of  the  air 
in  the  South  of  France,  Italy,  or  Portugal ;  nor  from 
any  particular  or  fuperior  fkill  of  the  phyficians  at 
Montpelier,  above  thofe  of  London,  Stockholm,  &-c. 
as  the  patients  often  wrongly  imagine  ;  but  merely 
becaufe  the  atmofphere  in  thofe  climates  is  dry  and 
warm,  and  not  unfrequently  becaufe  the  formerly 
negledlful  patient  becomes  now  more  careful,  and 
pays  a  more  exact  attention  to  the  advice  of  his  phy- 
fician  or  furgeon. — A  fldlful  phyfician,  however, 
will  be  able  to  put  his  patient,  in  any  country  what- 
foever,  in  a  fituation  which  he  finds  necelTary  for 
curing  this  complaint,  by  producing  for  fome  weeks 
or  months  an  artificial  climate,  by  means  of  flannel, 
as  adequate  and  effectual  for  him  as  the  natural  warai 
climate  of  Montpelier,  Naples,  or  Lifbon. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

On  the  New  Venereal  Disease  which  of  late 
made  its  Appearance  in  Canada. 


A  NEW  difeafe  broke  out  fome  time  ago  in  Canada, 
efpecially  in  St.  Paul's  Bay  ;  whence  it  has  been  call- 
ed Le  Mai  de  la  Baye  de  St.  Paul  (the  difeafe  of  St. 
Paul's  Bay.)  This  difeafe  has  made  a  rapid  progrefs 
within  thefe  few  years  among,  the  inhabitants  of  Ca- 
nada. The  parents  tranfmit  it  to  their  children.  It 
is  communicated  by  eating,  drinking,  &c.  If  it 
once  enters  into  a  family,  rarely  any  one  efcapes 
catching  it.  Some  habits  feem  to  abforb  the  poifon  ; 
and  then  fometimes  it  remains  concealed  or  quiet  for 
years,  and  breaks  out  at  laft  with  all  the  fymptoms 
of  the  third  ftage.  The  patients  often  dragging  out 
a  miferable  exiftence  to  old  age,  lofe  by  degrees  eyes, 
nofe,  cheeks,  vellum  pendulum,  and  the  whole  bafis 
of  the  fkuU,  &c.  They  call  it  Mai  Anglois  (the 
Englifh  Difeafe,)  becaufe  they  think  the  Englifh 
brought  it  firft  amongft  them.  In  feveral  places, 
however,  they  give  it  different  names.  At  St.  Paul's 
Bay  the  people  call  it  la  Maladie  des  Eboulements ; 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boucherville,  it  is  called 
Lujlu  Crue  ;  and  at  Berthier  and  Sorel,  la  Maladie  de 
Chicot.  The  name  of  Vilain  mal^  mawvais  mal,  and 
gros  mal,  are  common  in  many  parifhes.  Where  it 
is  of  more  modern  date,  they  call  it  la  maladie  AU 
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le?nande  (the  German  difeafe),  as  if  it  had  been  brought 
to  them  by  the  German  troops ;  but  the  name  mal 
Anglois  is  the  moft  frequently  ufed.  There  were,  in 
the  year  1785,  five  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  one 
perfpns  difcovered  to  be  infeded  with  it,  befides 
many  who  concealed  it ;  but  it  was  at  that  time  ftill 
unknown  among  all  the  neighbouring  Indian  tribes. 

It  firft  manifefls  itfelf  generally  by  little  ulcers  on 
the  lips,  tongue,  and  infide  of  the  mouth  ;  rarely  in 
the  genitals,  Thefe  little  ulcers  are  of  a  very  corro- 
five  nature,  and  were  obferved  in  many  children  to 
have  nearly  deftroyed  the  tongue.  They  firft  ap- 
pear in  the  form  of  little  puftules,  filled  with  a  whit- 
ifli  purulent  matter ;  the  poifon  of  which  is  fo  infec- 
tive, that  it  communicates  by  eating  with  the  fame 
fpoon,  by  drinking  out  of  the  fame  rtiug,  by  fmo- 
king  tobacco  with  the  fame  pipe;  nay,  it  is  even  ob- 
ferved, that  it  is  communicated  by  linen,  cloth,  &.c. 

This  poifon  being  abforbed  from  the  ulcers,  or,  as 
it  often  happens,  origmally  abforbed  without  any  ex- 
ternal fyraptoms  whatever,  breaks  out  afterwards  ei- 
ther in  large  ulcers,  or  manifefts  itfelf  by  violent  noc- 
turnal pains  of  the  bones.  The  ulcers  breaking  out 
in  the  fkin  or  mouth,  diminifii  the  pain  of  the  bones. 
Thefe  fymptoms  are  often  accompanied  with  buboes 
under  the  arm-pit,  in  the  throat  or  groin ;  which 
fometimes  inftame  and  fuppurate,  at  other  times  re- 
main hard  and  indolent.  Some  patients  feel  pains 
in  different  parts  of  the  body,  which  increafe  during 
the  night-time,  or  when  they  take  fome  violent  ex- 
Qfcife.    This  is  the  fecond  ftage  of  the  diforder. 
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In  the  third  ftage,  tetters,  itching  crufts,  or  ulcers, 
appear  coming  and  going  in  different  parts  of  the 
body.  The  bones  of  the  nofe,  palatum,  cranium, 
clavicula,  tibia,  arm,  and  hand,  grow  carious,  or 
tophi  appear  in  feveral  of  thefe  bones.  A  t  laft,  pains 
of  the  breaft,  cough,  lofs  of  appetite,  iight,  hearing, 
fmell,  and  faUing  off  of  the  hair,  clofe  the  fcene  before 
death. — Sometimes  all  thefe  fymptoms  appear  at  the 
very  beginning  of  the  difeafc. 

The  patients  drag  the  difeafe  now  and  then  along 
for  eighteen  or  nineteen  years.  One  patient  who 
had  this  diforder  twelve  months  upon  him,  befides 
being  afFedted  with  many  ulcers  and  tophufes,  loft 
;at  laft,  by  the  fame,  the  calf  of  one  of  his  legs. 

There  are  fome  habits  which  feeni  not  to  be  fuf- 
ceptible  of  this  difeafe,  at  Icaft  they  are  capable  of 
refifting  the  infedlion  many  years;  but  in  general 
both  fexes,  and  all  ages,  are  fubjedl  to  it. 

In  the  fecond,  and  efpecially  in  the  third  ftage, 
the  difpafe  is  highly  infedious. 

There  are  many  inftances  where  it  has  been  for 
years  in  the  conftitution  without  giving  any  figns  of 
its  prefence.  ' 

A  VULGAR  opinion  prevails  amongft  many,  that  it 
afFeds,  like  the  fmall-pox,  but  once  the  fame  per- 
fon;  but  this  has  been  found  to  be  ill-grounded  by 
fcveFftl  accurate  obfervations. 

Y.2  There  . 
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There  are  fome  perfons  with  whom  the  difeafe 
proved  fatal,  by  bringing  on  a  mortification  of  the 
toes.  Mr.  Bowman  obferved  two  cafes;  one  where  a 
little  boy  loft,  by  the  difeafe,  both  feet,  the  ftumps 
remaining;  and  another  where  the  leg  fell  off  by  the 
knee.  Both  patients  recovered. 

After  fome  days  ufe  of  medicines,  the  fymptoms 
often  grow  worfe,  but  afterwards  difappear. 

The  bed-clothes,  as  well  as  other  clothes  and  hnen, 
are  to  be  well  wafhed  in  foap-ley,  before  they  are 
again  made  ufe  of. 

Coitus  is  very  infedling,  and  ought  to  be  avoided 
during  the  cure. 

Children  form  a  large  proportion  of  the  infedled. 
There  are  examples  where  Mr.  Bowmcm  faw  the  con- 
ftitution  of  fome  children  get  the  better  of  the  difeafe 
•without  any  medicine;  as  is  evident  from  the  inftance 
of  J.  Simar,  now  nineteen  years  of  age,  who  had  the 
difeafe  when  one  year  old,  and  never  took  any  me- 
dicines for  it,  nor  was  fuckled  by  his  mother  when 
fhe  took  medicines.  Some  children  feemed  to  be 
cured  of  the  difeafe  by  the  medicines  which  the  mo- 
ther, infefted,  had  taken  formerly,  though  fhe  herfelf 
was  not  perfedly  cured  by  them. 

There  is  hardly  any  application  that  ignorance  or 
fuperftition,  influenced  by  neceffity,  could  fuggeft, 
which  had  not  been  made  ufe  of  by  the  Canadians 
for  the  cure  of  this  difeafe. 
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The  clock  and  burdock  roots,  farfaparilla,  and 
fpruc.e,  have  been  generally  made  ufe  of,  and  with 
fome  appearance  of  faccefs.  Mofl  fuccefs,  however, 
has  been  obferved  from  a  decodion  of  the  bark  of 
the  branches  of  the  hemlock-fpruce  (a  tree  fo  called 
on  account  of  the  rfefemblance  of  its  fmell  with  hem- 
lock ;)  and  Mr.  Bowman  obferved  afterwards,  that  it 
greatly  forwarded  the  cure,  though  none  was  found 
to  be  cured  radically  without  mercury.  The  fame 
bark  he  found  anfwer  very  well,  inftead  of  the  Pe- 
ruvian bark  for llrengthening  the  eonftitution.  Child- 
ren were  cured  by  fucking  the  mother,  to  whom  mer- 
cury was  adminiftered. 

Purified  mercury,  limply  divided  and  joined  with 
anodynes,  feemed  to  anfwer  belt. 

Sublimate  and  farfaparilla  were  greatly  praifed, 
but  have  not  anfwered  in  the  advanced  ftages  of  the 
difeafe. — In  adults,  however,  the  folution  of  corro- 
live  fublimate  with  the  decodlion  of  the  bark  of  hem- 
lock-fpruce, had  very  good  effeds. 

Mr.  Bowman,  to  whonj  we  owe  the  bell  account 
of  this  difeafe,  found  it  neceflary  to  continue  the 
mercury  three  weeks  after  all  fymptoms  difappeared. 
He  obferved,  that  thofe  patients  w^hq  made  ufe  of 
the  milk  diet  during  the  cure,  were  fooneft  re-efta- 
blifhed.    He  cured  many  of  the  worll  cafes. 

Government,  by  the  humane  reprefentation  from 
Governor  Hamilton,  thought  proper  to  appoint  and 
fend  out  in  1786,  fix  furgeons,  to  cure  and  adminif- 
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ter  medicines ^r4(/zj'  to  every  perfon  afflidled  with  this 
new  diforder;  in  order  to  eradicate,  or  at  leaft  mi. 
tigate,  this  evil,  with  which  whole  famihes  were  in- 
feded. 

The  mod  remarkable  in  this  new  difeafe  is,  i.  That 
it  feldom  affe6ts  the  genitals;  and,  idly.  That  it  is 
contagious,  or  at  leaft  communicated  without  imme- 
diate contadl  or  coition. 

These  two  curious  circumftances  appear  to  me 
highly  interefting,  becaufe  they  feem  to  elucidate 
feveral  paflages  of  the  earlieft  writers  on  the  lues; 
who  all  agree,  that  the  difeafe,  when  it  firft  appeared, 
and  a  good  while  after,  has  been  propagated  without 
immediate  contact  or  coition;  and  in  none  of  the  au- 
thors who  wrote  the  firft  twenty  years  after  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe  appeared,  I  find  any  mention  made  of 
the  genitals  being  affected. 

The  difeafe  called  the  Sibbens,  which,  feveral  years 
ago,  was  very  general,  efpecially  in  Galloway  and 
Ayrfhire,  but  has  now  become  rnuch  lefs  common, 
is,  on  account  of  its  mode  of  propagation,  as  well  as 
on  account  of  its  fymptoms  and  cure,  fo  very  fimi- 
lar  to  this  new  difeafe  of  Canada,  that  I  think  it  is 
to  be  veferred  to  this  head. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

On  Mercurial  Preparations  m  general. 


Before  I  enter  into  the  confideration  of  the  differ- 
ent mercurial  preparations,  the  reader  will  perhaps 
be  pleafed  to  fee  a  fynoptical  view  of  all  the  prepa- 
rations of  mercury  hitherto  known.  I  therefore 
fubjoin  the  following  Table. 


TABLE 

Of  all  the  different  Mercurial  Preparations 
hitherto  known -fv. 

.1.  Preparations  where  the  Mercury  is  fimply 

purified. 

*  Hydrargyrum  purificatum. 

Syn.  MercurPuj  crudus  purificatus  qfficinarum. 

Aigentum  vivum  purificatum.    Pharm,  London. 
Anglis,  Qulckfilver,  rude  purified  mercury  j  Germank^ 
m  Rcines  queckfilber  j  Gallis,  Mercure  pure. 

n.  Preparations  in  which  the  Mercury  is  only 

divided. 

f.  By 

%  Thofc  marked  *,  arc  moft  in  ufe. 
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I.  By  gums  or  mucilages ;  fuch  as  gum-arabic, 
tragacanth,  '(Jc. 

*  Hydrargyrum  gummofum. 

Mercurius  guramofus  of  Pletick  (the  inventor.) 

1.  By  refins  or  balfams  ;  fuch  as  turpentine,  baL- 
famum  copaiva,  ISc. 

*  Hydrargyrum  terebinthinatum,  "ijc. 

3.  By  fuet  or  vegetable  oils ;  fuch  as  hog's-lard, 

goofe-fat,  or  butter  of  cocoa  nuts. 

*  Hydrargyrum  unguinofum. 

*  Unguentum  hydrargyri. 

4.  By  calcareous  earth ;  fuch  as  chalk,  chelas  can- 

crorum,  ^V. 

Mercurius  alkalifatus. 

III.  ^REPARATIONS  whcrc  the  Mercury  is  calcined 

by  heat  and  air.  ^ 

*  Hydrargyrum  calcinatum. 

Syn.  Mercurius  qalclnatus. 

Mercurius  prEccipitatus  per  fe. 

IV.  Preparations  where  the  Mercury  is  partly 

.  divided  and  partly  diffolved. 

I.  By  fugar-candy,  or  faccharine  compofitions ; 
fuch  as  conferva  rofarum,  cynofbati,  ^c. 

*  Saccharum  hydrargyratum. 

.  a.  By  honey. 

*  Mel  Hydrargyratum.  "* 

\.  Mercur 
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5*  Mercury  combined  with  fulphur,  (flowers  of 

biimftone). 

*  Etydrargyrum  fulphuratura. 

a.  By  iiniijle  tiituraiion  or  tufion. 

*  Hydraigyrum  lulpharatum  nigrurrl. 
Sjn.  ^thiops  mineralis. 

b.  By  fublimation. 

*  Hydrargyrum  fulphuratum  rubrum. 
Syn.  Cinnabaris  fadlilia,  feu  artificialis. 

4.  Mercury  combined  with  fulphur  of  antimony* 

a.  By  fimple  trituration. 

*  Sulphur  aniimonii  hydrargyratuift  nigruiUi 
Syn.  ^thiops  antimonialis. 

b.  By  I'ubliraation. 

*  Sulphur  antimonii  hydrargyratum  rubrum. 
Syn.  Cinnabaris  antimonii. 

5.  Mercury  combined  with  fulphur  by  precipita- 
tion. 

See  below  the  Freparations  with  the  Vitriolic  acid. 

V.  Preparations  where  the  mercury  is  reduced  to 
the  form  of  a  metallic  fait  or  calx,  by  acids  j 
Such  as,  - . 

1.  Acid  of  fuet.  2.  Acid  of  common  fait.  3.  Acid  of 
fugar.  4.  Acid  of  amber.  5.  Acid  of  arfenic.  6.  A- 
cid  of  wood-forrel.  7.  Acid  of  phofphorus.  8.  Acid 
of  vitriol.  9.  Acid  of  fugar  of  milk.  lo.  Acid  of  tar- 
tar. II.  Acid  of  citron  or  lemon.  12.  Acid  of  nitre. 
13.  Acid  of  fluor  mineral.  14.  Acid  of  vinegar.  15.  A- 
cid  of  borax.  16.  Acid  of  Berlin  blue.  17.  Acid  of 
molybdzena.  18.  Acid  of  tungftonc.  19.  Aerial 
acid. . 

1.  Mercury  combined  with  acid  of  fuet  (acidum 

febi.) 

Hydrargyrum  fcblnum. 
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2.  Mercurj  combined  with  the  muriatic  acid  5  or 

acid  of  common  fait. 

*a.  Hydrargyrum  mur latum.  < 

f  By  fublimation, 

*  Hydrargyrum  murlatum  fortius         <  or 

LBy  precipitation. 

Syn.  Mereurius  fublimatus  corrofivus. 
Mercurius  fublimatus-atbus. 
Mereurius  corrofivus  albus. 

rBy  fublimation, 
■*  Hydrargyrum  muriatur^  mitius     <  or 

(.By  precipitation. 

Syn,  Mereurius  dulcis. 

Mereurius  dulcis  fublimatus. 
Calomel  feu  calomelas. 
Aquila  alba. 
Panacea  mereurialis. 
Mereurius  duleis  I'unaris  of  Schroeaer. 
Mereurius  dulcis  preclpitatus  of  Scheele  (the  inventor),  o^ 
calx  hydrargyri  muriata. 
Preparatidns  bf  muriated  quick- filver  by  means  of  diffdren 
precipitations. 

a.  From  its  folution  in  muriatic  acid  by  vegetable  alkali 

Mereurius  prsecipitatus  albus. 

b.  From  its  folution  in  muriatic  acid  by  mineral  alkali 

Mereurius  praecipifatus  albus. 
e.  From  its  folution  in  muriatic  acid  by  volatile  alkali 

Mereurius  prsecipitatus  albus. 
d.  From  its  folution  in  muriatic  acid  by  copper. 
Mereurius  praecipitatus  viridis. 
'    e.  Dr.  Ward''s  white  drop,  or  mercury  precipitated  fro„ 
its  folution  in  nitrous  acid,  and  re-diflblved  by  fal  am- 
moniac. 

3.  With  the  acid  of  fugar. 

Hydrargyrum  faccharatum.  Bergman. 
4  With  the  fuccinous  acid  ;  or  acid  of  amber. 

Hydrargyrum  fuccinatum.  Bergman, 

5.  With  the  acid  of  arfenic. 

-  Hydrargyrum  arfenicatum. 

6,  With. 
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6.  Wit])  the  acid  of  wood-forrel,  (oxahs  acetofel- 

Ja  T^inna^i.). 

Hydrargyrum  oxaliaum.  Bergman. 

fj.  With  the  phofphoric  acid. 

Hydrargyrumphofphoratum.  Bergman, 
By  precipitaiion  from  its  fplution  in  the  nitroqs  acid  by 
recent  urine; 
Rofa  mineralis. 

8.  With  the  vitiiphc  agid, 

*  a.  Hydrargyrum  vitriolatum.. 

Syn.  Vitriolum  mercurii. 
Oleum  mercurii. 

*  b.  Hydrargyrum  vitriolatum  flavum,, 
l^n.  Turpethum  minerale. 

Mercurius  emeticus  flavus. 
Mercurius  flavus. 
Mercurius  praecipitatus  luteus. 
Turpethum  nigrum. 

*  c.  Mercury  precipitated  from  its  folution  in  nitrous  acid 

by  hepar  fulphuris  or  hepar  calcis. 
Mercurius  praecipitatus  niger. 

With  the  acid  of  fugar  of  milk, 
to.  With  the  acid  of  tartar. 

a.  Hydrargyrum  tartarifatum.  Bergman. 

b.  With  purified  tartar,  commonly  called  cream- of  tartar, 

viz.  veg.  alkali  fuperfaturated  -with  the  acid  of  tartar. 

*  Tartarus  Hydrargyratus. 

Terre  feuilletce  mcrcurielle  of  Dr.  Prejfavin^  (the 
inventor.) 

c.  Mercury  precipitated  from  its  folution  in  nitrous  acid 

by  .  the  acid,  of  .tartar. 

*  Calx  Hydrargyri  tartarifata  flava  j   vulgo,  Pulvis  Con- 

flantinus. 

d.  Mercury  precipitated  from  its  folution  in  muriatic  and 

tartarous  acid  by  fixed  vegetable  alkali. 

*  Calx  hydrargyri  tartarifata  alba  j  vulgo,  Pulvis  argcn- 

tcus. 
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11.  With  the  acid  of  citron  ;  or  lemon. 

Hydrargyrum  citratum.  Bergman. 

12.  With  the  acid  of  nitre. 

*  Hydrargyrum  nitratum. 

A.  Simply  diffo'.ved. 

*  Acidutn  niiri  hydrargyratum. 
Syn.  Solutio  mercurii. 

B.  Evaporated  and  calcined  by  fire. 

*  Calx  hydrargyri  nitrati  rubra. 
Syn.  IVlercurius  corrofivus  ruber. 

Mercurius  prascipitatus  ruber. 
Palvis  principis. 
Mercurius  corallinus. 
Mcicurius  tricolor. 
Panacea  mercurii. 
A.canura  corallinum. 
Panacea  mercurii  rubra. 

C.  Precipitated  from  its  folution  In  nitrous  acid, 
a.  By  volatile  alkali. 

*  Hydrargyrum  nitratum  cinereum. 

Syn.  Puhis  mercurii  cinereus.    Pharm.  Edin. 

Turpethum  album. 

Mercurius  prascipitatus  dulcis. 

b.  By  vinous  volatile  alkali,  (fpiritus  Talis  ammonlaci  vi- 

nofus.) 

Turpethum  nigrum. 
Mercurius  praecipitatus  niger. 

c.  By  fixt  vegetable  alkali, 

Mercurius  prsecipitatus  fufcus.  Wurtz. 

d.  By  copper. 

Mercurius  prsecipitatus  virldls. 

13.  With  the  acid  of  flxior  or  fpar,  (fluor  minc- 

ralis.) 

Hydrargyrum  fluoratura,  Bergman, 

14.  With  the  acid  of  vinegar. 

Hydrargyrum  acetatum.  Bergman. 

15.  Wi-h  the  acid  of  borax. 

Hydrargyrum  boraxatum.  Bergman, 

16.  With 


it 
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1 6-  With  the  acid  of  Berlin  blue. 

17.  With  the  acid  of  Molybdasna. 

18.  With  the  acid  of  Tungftone. 

19.  With  the  aerial  acid,  or  fixt  air. 

Hydrargyrum  aeratum.  Bei-gman. 

A  NUMBER  of  the  different  mercurial  preparations 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  table,  have  been  recom- 
mended at  different  times,  by  different  chemiib  and 
practitioners,  for  curing  the  venereal  difeafe.  We 
lhall  confine  ourfelves  to  the  confideration  of  thofe 
marked  with  an  afterifk,  and  principally  employed 
now,  having  either  maintained  their  reputation  from 
their  firft  introduction  into  prad:ice,  or  having  been 
difcovered  in  our  times,  and  polfefling  fuch  qualities 
38  will  intitle  them  to  the  fame  predicament. 

They  are  fhortly  as  follow : — 

Mercury  in  its  crude  flate  rubbed  down,  or,  as  it 
is  commonly  called,  extinguijhed  or  killed^  with  fat 
or  oils,  with  gum-arabic,  turpentine,  extract  of  li- 
quorice or  conferve  of  rofes,  &c. — In  a  more  diffolved 
ftate  triturated  with  fugar  candy,  a  preparation  which 
I  called  faccharum  hydrargyratum. — United  with  ful- 
phur  under  the  name  of  cinnabar^  for  fumigations. — . 
The  metal  calcined  by  itfelf,  and  thence  called  hy- 
drargyrum calcinatum. 

Mercury  diffolved  bj  different  acids,  and  united 
with  them  hito  a  metallic  fait,  or  precipitated  from 
them  in  the  form  of  a  more  or  lefs  acrid  calx.   Such  as, 

With 
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With  the  muinatic  acid  :  The  corrofive  fublimgte, 
which  I  gave  in  the  table  the  more  adequate  name 
of  hydrargyrum  vmriatum  fortius,  in  order  to  didin- 
guifh  it  as  well  from  calornel  or  mercurius  dulcis, 
which  I  called  hydrargyrum  mur'iatum  mitius ;  as  from 
the  mercm'ius  dulcis  prepared  by  precipitation,  ac- 
cording to  the  invention  of  Mr.Scheele,  which  maybe 
galled  with  propriety  calx  hydrargyri  muriata  ScheelH^ 
or  hydrargyrum  muriatum  mitius  prcecipitatum. 

With  the  acid  of  vitriol:  The  turpeth  mineral^ 
mercurius  eraeticus,  or  pr^ecipitatus  flavus,  called 
more  properly  hydrarg^yrum  vitriolatiim. 

With  the  acid  of  tartar:  The  hydrargyrum  tarta- 
rifatum,  which  ought  to  be  diftinguiflied  from  what 
I  call  the  Tartarus  hydrargyratus,  or  terre  feuilkte'e 
mercurieUe  of  Dr.  PrefTavin  of  Paris;  which  latter  is  a 
combination  of  mercury  with  purified  tartar  (com- 
monly C2iilt6.  cream  of  tnrtar  ;J  v/hereas  the  former 
is  a  compound  metallic  fa-lt  made  of  mercury  and  the 
pure  acid  of  tart^jr. 

With  the  ^cid  of  nitre :  The  hydrargyrum  nitratuv\y 
either  in  a  liquid  fimple  folution,  which  I  called  Q£i- 
clum  nitri  hydrargyratum,  or  in  a  more  folid  or  com- 
pound form,  as  in  the  hydrargyrum  nitratum  ruhrum.^ 
commonly,  though  very  in^iproperly  called  red,  preci- 
pitate;  or  in  the  fyrup  of  B.eUet.    The  pulv is  ?iiercurii 
cinereusoi  the  New  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia;  where 
the  mercury  difTolved  in  nitrous  acid  is  precipitated 
by  volatile  alkali;  however  not  quite  deprived  of  the 
^c;id,  and  therefore  more  properly  called,  hydrargy- 
rum 
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i'lim  nitratum  cinereum.  Dr.  Ward's  white  drop,  where 
the  mercury  diflblved  in  the  fame  acid  is  precipita^ 
ted  and  re-diflblved  by  means  of  fal  ammoniac,  be- 
longs rather  to  the  preparations  of  mercury  made  by 
means  of  the  muriatic  acid.    And  laftly, 

With  the  acid  of  vinegar :  Hydrargyrum  acetatum^ 
known  under  the  name  of  Key fer' s  pills ,  or  troches  ; 
where  the  mercury,  after  having  undergone  a  long- 
eoiitiriued  trituration,  is  thereby  united  with  this 
acidi 

All  thefe  different  preparations  are  applied  in  va- 
rious forms;  fuch  as  powders,  pills ^  bolufes,  folu- 
tions,  lotions,  injedions,  ointments,  &-Ci  fome  of  them 
for  external,  others  for  internal  ufe ;  for  whichj  I  mud 
refer  the  reader  to  the  Pharmacopoeia  Syphilitica  an- 
nexed at  the  end  of  this  Treatife.  In  general,  it  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  all  dry  mercurial  preparations 
are  the  fafer  and  better  the  finer  they  are  levigated; 


CHAf'. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

On  Mercurial  Preparations  in  particular. 


I.  On  Crude  Mercury,'  the  Mercurial  Ointment^ 
and  on  Mercurial  Frictions. 

Of  all  the  different  methods  hitherto  difcovered  for" 
curing  the  venereal  difeafe,  that  by  mercurial  fric- 
tions is  perhaps  the  moft  efficacious,  as  well  as  the 
fafell  and  mildeft.  The  application  of  mercury  in 
this  way,  however,  as  indeed  the  ufe  of  mercurials  in 
general,  requires  often  confiderable  Ikill  and  atten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  pradlitioner,  as  well  as  a  very 
ftrid:  compliance  and  obfervation  of  regimen  on  that 
of  the  patient,  in  order  to  produce  the  defired  effedt 
in  the  fpeedieft  manner. 

Such  is  the  difference,  of  conftitutions,  that  fomef 
perfons  will  be  more  aifedled  by  a  feiv  fri6lions  than 
others,  feemingly  in  the  very  fame  circumflances,  by 
twenty  or  thirty  :  and  if  more  mercury  is  rubbed  in^ 
with  a  view  to  increafe  its  effecl,  inrtead  of  benefit- 
ing the  patient,  we  often  run  the  rifk  of  bringing  on 
very  difagreeable  fymptoms ;  fuch  as  vertigo,  fever- 
ifh  heat,  falivation,  trembling  of  the  extremities,  or 
chronic  violent  pains  in  the  articulations. 

When  fridions  have  their  proper  elfedl,  the  ufe' 
Qi^them  is  not  attended  with  any  bad  fymptom  ;  th», 

patient 
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patient  is  eafily  cured  without  fufFering  much  in  the 
time,  or  without  finding  himfelf  much  weakend  af- 
terwards. Moft  people  have  their  fy mptoms  in  fome 
meafure  relieved  by  four  or  fix  fridtions  ;  though 
fometimes  fourteen,  or  fifteen  are  required  to  pro- 
duce this  effed:. 

The  mercury  employed  for  this  purpofe  ought  to 
be  very  pure  ;  and  as  pra6litioners  cannot  be  alTured 
of  the  purity  of  that  which  is  fold  in  the  fhops,  they 
ought  to  purify  it  themfelves.  Moft  of  our  mercury 
comes  from  Idria,  and  paffes  through  the  hands  of 
the  Dutch,  by  whom  it  is,  not  unfrequently,  adulte- 
rated with  heterogeneous  fubftances,  without  any  di- 
minution of  its  fluidity  or  metallic  fplendor.  But  no 
phyfician  who  has  the  fafety  of  his  patients  at  heart, 
ought  ever  to  employ  quickfilver,  either  externally 
or  internally,  without  being  certain  of  its  being  per- 
feftly  pure  ;  for,  by  making  ufe  of  the  metal  in  an 
impure  ftate,  he  may  not  only  be  difappointed  in  the 
effeds  he  expedted,  but  may  do  a  real  harm  to  the 
patient.  This  being  the  cafe,  the  reader,  I  hope, 
will  excufe  the  following  remarks  upon  the  Adulte- 
ration and  Purification  of  Mercury. 

Quicksilver  is  found  in  mines,  either  native,  in 
which  ftate  it  is  called  mercurius  virgineus  ;  or  mi- 
neralized, when  it  obtains  the  name  of  ore,  from 
which  it  is  afterwards  feparated  by  diftillation. 

The  ores  of  mercury  are  of  different  kinds  and 
forms.  The  native  cinnabar,  however,  is  the  kind 
which  generally  contains  the  greateft  quantity  of 

A  a  '  quickfilver 
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quickfilver,  Buf  thoiigli  many  recommend  the- na- 
tive cinnabar  as  a  remedy  to  be  employed  in  prac- 
tice, it  is  a  mattet  of  fadl,  that  it  is  often  mixed  with 
arfenic  or  other  heterogeneous  particles.  It  is,  there- 
fore, running  a  rifle  to  employ  native  cinnabar,  efpc- 
cially  for  internal  ufe  ;  and  though  it  is  fornetiraes 
more  beautiful  in,  its  colour  than  the  artificial,  VvC 
may  always  depend  with  more  fafety  upon  the  lat- 
ter, if  properly  prepared. 

The  mercury  being  in  the  cinnabar,  or  other  ores 
of  mercury,  generally  mineralized  by  fulphur,  or  at 
leaft  concealed  under  it,  the  procefs  to  feparate  it 
from  the  fulphur  con  lifts  herein,  that  a  fubftance  be 
united  with  mercurial  ores  which  has  a  greater  affi- 
nity with  the  fulphur  than  with  the  mercury  :  Such 
fubftances,  for  example,  are  alkaline  falts,  calcareous 
earth,  iron,  fcoria  ferri,  &c.  If,  therefore,  onQ  or  o- 
ther  of  the  jufl-mentioned  fubftances  (of  which,  how- 
ever, the  cheapeft  is  generally  chofen}  be  mixed 
with  the  ore  of  mercury,  and  expofed  to  diftillation, 
this  fubftance  will  unite  with  the  fulphur,  and  the 
quickfilver,  being  thereby  fet  at  liberty,  will  go  over 
into  the  receiver  in  its  liquid  metallic  ftate,  in  the 
form  of  vapours. 

A  BAD  cuftom  has,  alas !  arifen  from  interefted 
motives,  viz.  to  adulterate  mercury  with  lead,  witli 
•whicli  it  readily  unites.  This  adulteration  is  ac- 
compliflied  the  more  ealily  by  the  medium  of  fomc 
bifmuth ;  becaufe  the  amalgam  thus  produced  is 
aiuch  more  fluid,  and  retains  much  better  the  me- 
tallic filvery  fplendor  of  mercury.     It  is  thence 

evident. 
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evident,-,  that  the  -  colour  and  fplendor  of  quickfil- 
ver  are  not  always  certain  charaderiftics  of  its 
purity  ;  and  the  purification  of  mercury,  by  pref- 
ling  it.  through  a  leather  bag, ,  is  by  no.^means  to 
be  depended  upon;  becaufe,  the  amalgam  made 
of  quickfilver,  lead,  and  bifmuth,  is  often  fo  per- 
fe(5l,  that  though  even  the  fourth  part  of  the  whole 
.mafs  confifts  of  lead  and  bifmuth,  very  httle,  ho\v- 
:«ver,  of  thefe  heterogeneous  fubftances  will  remain 
behind  in  the  leather  bag. 

The  only  fure  ^neans,  therefore,  to  purify  quick- 
.  filyer  is  diftillation.  For  which  purpofe,  fome  think 
iron  velTels  are  bed  fitted,  iron  being  the  only  metal 
with  which  the  mercury  refufes  to  unite,  and  there 
being  no  fear  that  iron  vefTels  are  deftroyed  by  the 
procefs,  as  there  is  with  regard  to  thofe  made  of  glafs. 
-.To;make  ufe  of  iron  vefTels  is  the  more  advifable, 
-becaufe  the  mercury  expands  very  much  during  the 
•-ppejation,  by  which  means  glafs-veffels  are  eafily 
broken.  The  higher  the  mercury  is  driven  before 
it  defcends  again,  the  better  it  is,  becaufe  by  thefe 
means  the  particles  of  lead  cannot  fo  eafily  be  car- 
ried with  it.  The  veffel  for  this  operation, may  be  an 
iron  pot,  with  a  long  iron  neck  like  the  barrel  of  a 
mulket.  But  in  order  to  condenfe  the  better  and 
eafier  the  mercury  rifing  in  the  form  of  vapours,  th^ 
end  of  that  tube,  bended  downwards,  fliould  be  one 
or  two  inches  deep  immerfed  in  vinegar.  All  the 
mercury  is,  by  this  method,  not  only  obtained  with- 
out lofs,  and  the  operator  is  expofed  to  no  danger, 
but  the  mercury  will  alfo  be  perfedly  freed  and  pu- 
rified from  all  particles  of  lead  and  bifmuth  which 
V;  .  A  a  2  might 
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might  poffibly  have  gone  over  with  it,  they  being; 
foluble,  and  the  quickfilver  infoluble,  in  vinegar. 

The  charaders  of  pure  quickfilver  are,  i.  That, 
when  poured  upon  wood,  it  forms  globules,  which 
always  retain  a  fpherical  form,  and  never  are  drawn 
into  length,  forming  a  line  like  a  thread.  i.  That 
its  furface  is  not  covered  with  a  cuticle,  but  fliining. 
3.  That  when  rubbed  with  water,  the  water  grows 
thereby  not  blackifh  or  foul. .  4.  That  vinegar  rub- 
bed or  digefted  with  it,  does  not  acquire  from  it  a 
fweet  tafte.  5.  That  put  in  an  iron  fpoon  over  the 
fire,  it  evaporates  entirely,  without  leaving  any  thing 
behind. 

The  mercurial  ointment  is  generally  prepared  by 
rubbing,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  killing,  or  ex-^ 
tinguifhing  the  mercury  with  hog's-lard  and  turpen- 
tine. The  preparation  of  the  ointment  in  this  man- 
ner is  very  exceptionable.  It  generally  foon  produ- 
ces in  many  perfons,  whofe  fkin  is  tender,  puftules 
of  an  inflammatory  kind,  very  painful,  which  pre- 
vent the  continuation  of  the  fridions. — A  more  pro- 
per method  therefore  of  preparing  the  mercurial  oint- 
ment for  this  purpofe,  is,  by  triturating  the  purified 
metal  with  frefli  hog's-lard,  repeatedly  waflied  and 
cleaned  previoufly  for  feveral  days  with  pure  water, 
without  the  addition  of  any  turpentine.  The  tritu- 
ration ought  to  be  continued  for  two  hours,  even  af- 
ter all  the  globules  of  mercury  have  difappeared,  in 
order  to  be  certain  of  the  moft  perfect  divifion.  It 
Ihould  then  be  put  by  in  a  cold  place,  not  only  to 
avoid  its  growing  rancid,  but  alfo  to  prevent  its  melt- 
ing, 
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ing,  which  would  produce  a  feparation  and  fubfe> 
quent  precipitation  of  the  metal  from  the  hog's-lard 
to  the  bottom  of  the  veflel. 

But,  notwithftanding  this  precaution,  we  often 
•'iTieet  with  patients  whofe  Ikin  feems  to  be  fo  ex- 
tremely irritable,  that  they  cannot  bear  the  applica- 

■  tion  of  the  ointment,  even  when  prepared  according 
'to  the  method  juft  mentioned.  The  great  propen- 
■lity  of  the  hog's-lard  to  grow  rancid,  efpecially  in  hot 
feafons  or  warm  climates,  contributes  greatly  to  oc- 
cafion  this  troublefome  efFedt.  In  fuch  circumftan- 
ces,  it  will  be  proper  either  to  mix  with  the  above 
ointment  a  fmall  quantity  of  the  ointment  of  liquo- 

'  rice  recently  prepared,  or  to  prepare  it  entirely  of 
•  mercury  and  the  butyraceous  oil  obtained  from  co- 
coa-nuts by  boiling  them  in  water  ;  or  to  make  ufe, 
inftead  of  the  ointment,  of  quickfilver  rubbed  down 
with  the  mucilage  of  gum-arabi:-.  Thus,  indeed, 
the  procefs  is  rendered  perhaps  a  little  more  trouble, 
forae  and  expenfive  ;  but  the  pradlitioner  who  wifh- 
es  to  render  the  cure  eafy  and  agreeable  to  his  pa- 
tient, will  readily  fubrait  to  inconveniences  of  this 
?cind. 

By  this  method  we  may  effedtually  prevent  the 
pruritus  or  puflules  proceeding  from  the  application 
of  the  common  mercurial  ointment,  efpecially  if,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  place  where  the  ointment  is  to 
be  rubbed  in,  be  previoufly  fliaved,  and  too  harfli 

■  rubbing  with  the  hand  be  avoided,    For  fuch  jjuf- 
'  tules  fometimes  feem  to  originate  from  the  hair  be- 
ing 
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ing  violently  moved  m,  oppofite  direaions,  which, 
by  thefe  means,  will  be  eafily  avoided. 

The  principal  objecls,  after  the  application  of 
inercurial  fritflions  has  been  fi;i(?d  upon, nought  to 
be,  V?,  To  difpofc  the  place,  which.the  ointment  is 
to  be  rubbed  in,  to.  the  ready  abforption.  of  the  mer- 
cury; and,  2dfy,  At  tlie  fapfie  time,  to  difpofe  the 
furface  of  the  body  to  traiifmit  the  metal  as  ipeedily 
a.s  pofiible  through  its  pores,  after  it  has  produced 
the  defned  effecT;s.in  ths,fyftem;  and  thus  to  prevent 
falivating,  pm'ging,  or  its  .fettling  in  the-  bone?  or 
any  of  the  cavities  of  the  body.  For  "this  purpofe, 
it  will  be :  always  advifable/to  prefcribe,  before  we 
begin:  the  friclions,' a. purgative, .and  to  order  the 
patient  to  fit  in:  a  warm  bath  made:  with  foft  water, 
and  of  about  86degrees  pf  Fahrenheit's  thermometer, 
foi  the  fpace  of  half  an  . hour,  or  an  hour;  After  he 
has  been  in  it  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  he  mufc  be 
rubbed  all  over  with  a  tieili-brufh,  or  a  piece  of  flan- 
nel and  foap,  to  clean  the  Ikin  and  adapt  it  the  bet- 
ter to  the  purpofes  above  mentioned.  This  is  to  be 
done,  if  no  particular  circumftance  forbids,  the.  day 
before,  or  the  very  day  when  we  begin  the  friclions; 
and  to  be  repeated  once  or  twice  a- week  afterwards 
during  the  whole;^courfe  of  the  fridions. 

The  fame  eyening,  or  the  day  after,  having  made 
ufe  of -the/v/arm.  bath,  'the  patient  flioul'd  begin  the 
.  ifridion,  rubbirg  into  the  outfide  or  infide  of  his  thigh 
.:  or  l^g,  .  before  Jie  goos  to.  bed,  a  drachm  of-the  mer- 
curial ointment  prepared  as  above  direcled,  .  The 
fndtioh  is  to  be  performed  by  the  fire-fide  in  winter, 

and 
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and  the  rubbing  ought  to  be  made  gently,  and  con- 
tinued for  half  an  hour  or  an  hour,  till  the  whole  be 
rubbed  in.  The  part  is  then  to  be  covered  with  a 
piece  of  - linen  failened  with  a  bandage  ;  or  the  pa- 
tient is  to  put  on  a  pair  of  drawers,  or  a  pair  of  ftock-j 
ings  if  the  fridion  has  been  made  on  the  leg.  The 
fame  bandage,  S^-c.  may  ferve  for  the  whole  time,  or 
at  leaft  for  feveral  days,  being  applied  only  to  keep 
the  fliirts  and  bed-linen  from  being  fulHed  and  grow- 
ing black  from  the  ointment. — Before  each  nev/ 
operation,  the  greafe  and  blacknefs  ought  to  be  well 
cleanfed  or  wafhed  off  with  foap  and  warm  water.  - 

The  fridion  itfelf  is  beft  made  by  the  patient  with 
his  own  hand  ;  but  to  fat  people,  or  to  the  female 
fex,  this  operation  may  prove  tirefome :  in  which 
cafe  a  fervant  fhould  be  inftruded  how  to  do  it,  put- 
ting on  a  glove  made  of  a  foft  hog's  bladder  or  oil- 
Ikin.   I  would  not  advife  any  perfon  to  perform  this 

■  operation  for  another  without  putting  on  fuch  a  glove, 
becaufe  I  have  feen  inftances  of  a  falivation  being 
brought  on  in  the  affiflant,  from  rubbing  in  the  mer- 
curial ointment  with  his  naked  hand.  Belides,  we 
cannot  be  certain  how  much  ointment  is  rubbed  into 
the  patient,  when  part  of  it  is  abforbed  into  the  fer- 
vant's  hand. 

After  the  firft  friflion,  we  are  to  ob ferve  atten- 
,  lively  v.'hether  the  mercury  occafions  any  irregular 
motion  in  the  body  :  if  it  does  fo,  it  ought  to  be  o- 
mitted  for  two  days,  and  the  patient  to  obferve  the 

■  fame  regimen,  to  be  welJ  cloathed,  and  to  keep  with- 
in doors,  cfpecialJy  in  a  cold  feafon. 

If 
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If,  after  two  days,  the  patient  fhould  perceive  n# 
difagreeable  fymptoms,  the  fecond  friction  is  to  be 
made  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  firft.  The  next  day 
he  mull  leave  it  off  again  ;  and  if  he  then  finds  no 
ill  effedls,  the  fridions  ought  to  be  continued  here- 
after every  day,  either  morning  or  evening,  without 
intermiflion,  unlefs  fome  accident  intervene.  The 
place  of  rubbing,  however,  muft  be  changed  every 
day,  or  every  other  day,  in  order  to  avoid  irritating 
the  fkin,  and  puftules  rifing  upon  it.  If, ,  after  five 
or  fix  fridlions,  we  find  that  the  patient  has  no 
fever,  diarrhoea,  falivation,  or  immoderate  fweating, 
and  that  he  will  thus  bear  the  mercury,  we  may  rub 
in  two  drachms  of  the  ointment  at  every  fridtion,  ef-* 
pecially  if  the  fymptoms  be  obftinate* 

In  this  fituation,  if*  the  weather  be  warm,  or  iri* 
deed  unlefs  it  be  feverely  cold  and  damp,  the  patient 
may  go  out  every  day  during  the  fridtions,  provided 
he  be  warmly  cloathed,  and  avoid  the  cold  windj 
and  efpecially  the  night  air.  But  he  ought  carefully 
to  guard  againft  checking  perfpiration  ;  and,  there- 
fore, if  the  weather  be  cold,  windy,  or  moift,  he 
Ihould  rather  keep  at  home  in  a  moderate  warm  room, 
and  fhun  as  much  as  poflible  every  inconvenience 
from  cold.  In  a  fevere  feafon  he  fliould  conftantly 
year  flannel  {lockings  and  a  flannel  waiftcoat,  ac- 
cording to  Gircumfl:anGes,  either  over  or  under  the 
fllirt.- 

During  all  this  time,  however,  he  fliould,  if  pofli- 
ble, ufe  the  warm  bath,  as  already  direded,  once  or 
twice  a-week ;  proceeding  in  this  manner  until  his 

health 
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health  be  peifeaiy  re-eftabliflied  :  which  will  be  af- 
ter thirty  or  thirty-five  fridions,  if  the  foft  parts  only 
have  been  affeded ;  but  if  the  difeafe  has  been  con- 
firmed, or  of  a  long  Handing,  fo  that  the  bones  are 
aflected,  fifty,  fixty,  or  feventy  fridions  will  be  ab- 
folutely  neceflary  to  procure  a  perfed  and  radical 
cure  ;  though  this,  no  doubt,  will  vary  according  to 
the  conilitution  of  the  patient. 

It  rrtuH:  here  be  remarked,  as  an  obfervation  of 
great  confequence  both  to  the  phyfician  and  pa- 
tient, that  the  ceffation  of  the  fymptoms  is  never  to 
be  looked  upon  as  a  iign  of  a  radical  cure.  This  we 
ought  to  tell  our  patients  in  the  beginning,  efpecially 
to  thofe  of  the  female  fex,  that  to  alleviate  the  pain 
or  abate  the  fymptoms  of  the  diforder,  and  to  de- 
flroy  and  eradicate  the  venereal  poifon  from  the  bo- 
dy, are  two  things  widely  different.  The  former 
may  often  be  accomplifhed  in  three  or  four  days,  by 
a  very  few  fridions ;  whereas  the  letter  will  fome- 
times  require  as  many  months.  The  fame  thing  will 
undoubtedly  happen  in  this  refped  when  we  leave 
off  the  fridions  as  foon  as  the  fymptoms  difappear, 
as  when  we  leave  off.the  Peruvian  bark  in  agues,  as 
foon  as  the  Fever  is  gone  :  the  fever  foon  returns  a- 
gain,  although  perhaps  with  a  different  type  ;  but 
by  continuing  the  bark  a '  little  longer,  we  are  fure 
of  rendering  the  cure  perfed,  and  need  not  to  be  in 
the  leaft  afraid  of  a  relapie. 

We  muft,  therdfore,  for  the  fafety  of  our  patients, 
continue  the  ufc  of  mercury  for  two  or  three  weeks, 
•r  at  leafl  ten  clays,  after  the  fyphihtic  fymptoms 

B  b  have 
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have  perfcaiy  difappeared ;  but  it  is  here  where  the 
pradlitioner  muft  give  proof  of  his  judgment  and  ex- 
perience. 

When  the  patient,  durhig  the  fridions,  or  any  o- 
ther  courfe  of  mercury,  feels  his  gums  begin  to  fwell, 
his  breath  to  fmell  difagreeably,  his  throat  to  become 
painful  in  the  infide,  or  when  he  is  cbuged  to  fpit 
oftener  than  ufual,  the  ufe  of  mercury  is  immediate- 
ly to  be  left  off  till  thefe  fymptoms  difappear,  and 
then  he  may  go  on  with  it  again.  But,  in  general, 
I  think  it  eligible  to  go  on  with  th^  frictions,  if  the 
patient  can  otherwife  bear  them,  pretty  brilkly,  un- 
til the  mouth  be  a  httle  affected ;  becaufe  thus  we 
are  certain' that  the  frictions  have  Ijad  their  proper 
efFe6t,,ahd  that  the  mercury  has  been  abforbed  into 
the  fyilem. 

The  generality  of  patients,  as  has  been'  already 
mentioned,  find  fome  relief  after  a  few  friftions  ;  but 
there  are  fome,  efpecially  thofe  who  have  the  bones 
affecled  with  tophus,  caries,  &c.  who  feel  no  re- 
million  of  the  fymptoms  till  after  fifteen  or  twenty 
fridions  ;  and  fometimes,  in  this  ftate  of  the  difeafe, 
feventeen  ounces  of  mercurial  ointment  will  be  re- 
quifite  to  produce  a  perfe^l  cure. 

In  all  fuch  cafes,  we  mud  endeavour  to  make  the 
mercury  go  off  by  perfpiration  ;  but  profufe  fweating, 
ought,  on  the  other  fide,  not  to  be  encouraged,  left 
it  fliould  weaken  the  patient,  or  bring  on  a  confump- 
tion,  efpecially  in  fuch  as  are  cachetidl,  or  of  a  thin 
habit  of  body.    Where  we  find  "the  body  naturally 

difpofeU 
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iiifpofed  to  falivation,  we  ought  o  be  very  cautious 
how  we  proceed.  In  this  cafe  the  patient'  fhould, 
/efpecial-'y  in  bad  weather,  keep  carefu  ly  within 
doors,  in  a  room  moderately  warm,  without  being 
too  much  covered,  particularly  on  his  head  or  neck. 
The  proper  temperature  of  the  room  in  winter  is  to 
be  betwixt  70  and  75  degrees  of  Fahrenheit's  ther- 
mometer. But  in  fine  dry  weather,  I  would  rather 
advife  him  to  go  abroad  ;  for  I  have  found,  in  many 
inftances,  that  the  enjoying  of  pure  free  air  contributes 
rather  to  prevent  a  favilation.  In  warm  feafons  or 
j  climates  fuch  precautions  are  linneceJTary.  If  the 
patient  be  weak,  the  Peruvian  bark  may  be  given, 
at  the  fame  time,  with  advantage,  from  a  fcruple  to 
a  drachm,  in  milk  or  wine  according  to  circumftan- 
ces,  every  morning  and  evening. 

By  this  method,  I  have  generally  fucceeded  in  pre- 
venting the  above  mentioned  bad  efFecls  of  the  mer- 
'cury,  as  profufe  fweats,  fahvation,  and  its  running 
off  by  ftool :  in  all  thefe  cafes,  the  mercury,  though 
abforbed  in  the  two  former  cafes  into  the  fyftem, 
feems  to  run  off  by  the  falivary  glands  as  fall  as, it  is 
taken,  without  performing  thofe  falutary  efFedls  in 
the  body,  which  are  abfolutely  neceffary  to  deftroy 
the  venereal  poifon,  and  to  produce  a  radical  cure. 
In  the  latter  cafe,  when  a  diarrhoea  is  occafioned  by 
tthe  mercury  given  internally,  its  abforption  from  the 
lanteftines  into  the  mafs  is  thereby  prevented,  and  it 
can  have  little  or  no  efFed;  againft  the  difeafe,  I 
,'have  feen  feveral  venereal  patients  treated  in  this 
rnanner,  who,  after  taking  mercury  for  lix  or  eight 
jsveeks,  which  kept  them  all  that  time  in  a  continual 
'  B  b  2  diarrhoea. 
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diarrhoea,  were,  with  regard  to  their  original  difealb, 
nearly  in  the  fame  flate  at  the  end  of  this  courfe,  as 
they  had  been  at  the  beginning  of  it. 

II.  On  Mercurial  Fumigations. 

I  HAVE  little  to  fay  on  this  fubjecl.  Mercruial  Fu^ 
mirations,  though  now  a-days  no  more  in  ufe  for  cu- 
ring the  lues,  prove  often  a  moft  effedlual  remedy 
for  curing  locaf  venereal  complaints.  The  artificial 
cinnabar  is  for  this  purpofe  to  be  put  upon  live  coals, 
and  the  rifing  fmoak  to  be  conveyed,  by  means  of  a 
proper  funnel,  to  the  part  affeded, 

III.  Of  Saline  arid  other  Mercurial  Preparations.. 

The  hydrargyrim  gummofiim,  (or  mercurius  guni- 
jnofus),  is  a  mild  mercurial  preparation,  in  which 
the  crude  metal  is  divided  by  means  of  gum-arabic. 
Mr.  Plenck,  the  inventor  of  this  preparation,  firft> 
prefcribed  it  diluted  with  water,  in  the  form  of  a 
mixture  ;  but  this  form  being  found  inconvenient  on 
jiccount  of  the  mercury  not  remaining  properly  fuf- 
pended,  he  propofed,  fometimc  ago,  to  form  it  into  pills. 
He,'  for  this  purpofe,  orders  two  clrachrns  of  well  pu- 
rified quickfdver  to  be  triturated  with  three  drachms 
of  powdered  gum-arabic,  and  a  fufficient  quantity 
of  conferve  of  hips,  in  a  marble  mortar,  till  the  mer- 
cury has  difappeared  ;  then  continuing  the  tritura- 
tion for  an  hour  longer,  ,the  mafs  to  be  mixed  with 
half  an  ounce  of  crumb  of  white  bread,  and  fo  to  be 
formed  into  pills  of  three  grains  each,  of  -which  the 
patient  is  to  take  fix  every  morning  and  evening. 
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This  form  is  undoubtedly  lefs  exceptionable,  but 
ilill  liable  to  another  inconvenience  ;  which  is,  that 
thefe  pills,  like  all  thofe  made  with  crumb  of  bread, 
when  kept  for  a  length  of  time,  grow  fo  hard,  that 
they  frequently  pals  the  ftomach  undifTolved,  and 
are  evacuated  by  ftool  in  the  fame  globular  form  tliey 
were  taken.     This  objedioii,  indeed,  cannot  be 
made,  if  they  are  prepared  frefh  every  fecond  or 
third  day  ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  they  will  be  found 
a  very  valuable  acquifition  for  our  PharmacopcEia  Sy- 
philitica.— A  bolus  made  from  five  to  ten  grains  of 
quickfilver,  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  the  conferve 
of  rofes,  or  confedio  cardiaca,  or,  what  is  more  pre- 
ferable, with  the  extrad:  of  liquorice,  will,  accord- 
ing to  circumftances,  ferve  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

Mercury  divided  by  means  of  fome  balfam,  would 
be  a  very  acceptable  and  ufeful  medicine  in  different 
cafes.  An  attempt  of  the  kind  has  been  made  in  the 
pilulae  ex  hydrargyro  terebinthinato,  where  one  ounce 
of  quickfilver  is  united  with  a  drachm  and  a  half  of 
turpentine  ;  but  befides  that  the  divifion  is  extreme- 
ly tedious,  which  indeed  may  be  obviated  by  adding 
forne  drops  of  the  oil  of  turpentine,  this  compofition 
is,  like  all  the  faline  mercurial  preparations,  very  apt 
to  excite  griping  and  purging.  This  effedl  may  be 
partly  owing  to  the  quahty  of  turpentine  ;  the  befl; 
fort  fhould  therefore  be  chofcn  for  this  purpofe,  and, 
according  to  circumftances,  inflead  of  the  turpen- 
tine, the  balfam  of  Gilead,  or  balfamum  Canadenfe, 
formed  into  a  proper  confiftence  by  means  of  the  fpe- 
cies  aromaticaSj  or  fome  other  vegetable  powder, 

might 
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miglit  be  tried ;  and  thus  a  pill  or  bolus  of  five  or  fe- 
Yen  grains  be  given  every  evening. 

Tvi^  faccharuvi  hydrargyratum,  or  quickfilver  tri- 
turated with  twice  or  three  times  its  weight  of  fu- 
garj*  andy,  is,  in  many  inftances,  amofl  excellent  me- 
dicine, as  well  for  internal  as  external  ufe.  Its  dofe 
internally  is  from  four  to  eight  grains  a-day,  in  the 
form  of  powders,  pills,  or  troches. 

Tms.  hydrargyrum  calcinatumy  or  calcined  mercury, 
I  have  confta^itly  found  to  be  apt  to  excite  gripings. 
This  may,  in  fome  refpedl,  be  avoided,  by  mixing 
half,  a  grain  of  it  with  a  grain  of  opium,  to  be  taken 
every  night,  or  every  fecond  night,  in  the  form  of  a. 
pill. 

The  hydrargyrum  acetatum,  known  py  the  name 
of  Keyfer's  pills  or  troches,  has  of  late  made  a  great 
noife  in  France.  It  has  been  recommended  as  the 
fafeft  and  beft  medicine  for  curing  venereal  com- 
plaints, even  of  the  moft  obftinate  and  inveterate 
kind,  without  ever  occafioning  a  falivation,  or  pro- 
ducing any  of  thofe  bad  fymptoms  which  fometimes 
attend  the  ufe  of  other  mercurials.  Time  and  ex- 
perience, however,  have  fliown  that  this  remedy 
fometimes  proves  inefiedual  in  removing  the  com- 
plaints, and  in  many  inHances  produces  the  bad  fym- 
toras  attending  other  mercurials.  Mercury,  indeed, 
as  long  as  it  retains  its  nature,  cerrainly  will  fahvate 
or  purge,  if  given  imprudently,  or  if  the  patients  do 
not  take  proper  care  of  themfelves.  Befides,  among 
a  variety  of  patients,  fome  will  certainly  be  met  with, 

where 
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wliere  this  medicine  proves  not  fo  efficacious  as.  has 
been  pretended.  For  every  phyfician  who  has  had 
fome  pradtice  in  venereal  complaints,  muft  have  met 
with  cafes  where  one  mercurial  preparation  has  pro- 
duced httle  or  no  effe6t,  whilft  another,  tried  after- 
wards, fucceeded  beyond  expedation.  Thefe  cafes 
we  are  not  able  to  account  for ;  nor  do  we  as  yet 
know  the  nature  of  the  human  body  fufficiently  to 
forefee  them  a  priori.  Keyfer's  pills  are  afaline  mer- 
curial preparation,  where  the  mercury  is  firft  divided 
by  a  long  continued  trituration, and  then  diflbived  in 
vinegar.  Hence,  like  all  other  mercurial  preparations, 
it  may  lometimes  produce  very  good  effe(fls,  and  per- 
fedly  cure  the  difeafe  ;  whilft,  in  other  inftances,  it 
may  prove  lefs  ufeful  or  even  hurtful.  And  this  is 
,  probably  the  reafon  why  this  preparation  is  now 
«  moftly  neglefted,  though  there  have  been  fince  two 
methods  difcovered  to  prepare  it  ealier,  cheaper,  and 
better,  by  precipitation. 

The  hydragyrinn  tartarifatim,  we  calf  a  combina- 
tion of  mercury  with  fimple  acid  of  tartar,  in  order 
to  diftinguifli  it  from  the  tartarus  hydrargyratus,  -^n 
invention  of  Dr.  PrelTavin  at  Paris,  who  gave  it  the 
name  of  terre  feuilletee  mercurielle.  This  latter  pre- 
paction  being  a  combination  of  mercury  with  puri- 
fied tartar,  or  cream  of  tartar,  which  is  a  middle  f&lt 
compound  of  vegetable  alkali,  fuperfatured  with  the 
acid  of  tartar.  Both  thefe  preparations  are  nearly 
of  a  fimilar  nature  with  the  former,  though  perhaps, 
in  fome  relpecl^ls,  preferable  to  it. 

The  hydrargyrum  nitratum,  or  mercury  united  with 

nitrous 
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nitrous  acid,  has  been  employed  in  different  form: 
and  preparations  internally  and  externally.  For  ex- 
ternal ufe,  the  folutioh  diluted  with  water  has  been 
made  ule  of  as  a  wafh,  and  is  a  very  good  medicine 
forfhankers,  &c.  The  fame  folution  made  \<'ith  one 
ounce  of  quickfilver,  to  three  ounces  of  nitrous  acid, 
and  while  yet  warm,  united  with  a  pound  of  hog's- 
lard  by  a  careful  trituration,  yields,  under  the  name 
of  unguetitum  citrinuni^  one  of  the  moft  efficacious  re- 
medies I  know  of  for  obftinate  fyphilitic  complaints 
of  the  flcin.  The  red  precipitate  or  hydrargyrum  ni- 
tratuvi  rubrum,  prepared  from  the  fame  folution,  ex- 
pofed  to  fire  till  it  acquires  the  colour  mentioned,  is 
of  a  corrofive  nature,  and  therefore  employed  only 
in  powder  fprinkled  upon  venereal  ulcers  as  an  efcha- 
rotic.  For  internal  ufe,  the  hydrargyrum  nitratum 
has  been  commonly  given,  from  half  a  grain  to  a  grain, 
in  a  quart  of  any  of  the  decoclions. — But  the  hydrar- 
gyrum nitratum  cinereum,  in  the  New  Edinburgh  Phar- 
macopoeia, called  by  its  inventor  (Dr  Black)  puhis 
mercurii  cinereus,  is  one  of  the  mildeft  of  the  faline 
mercurial  preparations,  and  may  be  given  to  the  dofe 
of  a  grain  every  evening,  and  occafionally  alfo  every 
morning  . — The  following  is  the  method  of  prepa- 
ring it:  Quickfilver,  diluted  acid  of  nitre,  of  each  e- 
qual  quantities  in  weight.  After  the  mercury  is  dif- 
folved,  the  folution  is  to  be  diluted  with  pure  water, 
and  as  much  liquid  volatile  alkali  (fpiritus  falls  am- 
7noniaci J  to  be  dropped  into  it  as  is  fufficient  for  de- 
priving the  mercury  of  the  acid :  afterwards  the  grey 
powder  is  to  be  wailied  with  pure  water  and  dried. — 
The  fy rup  ofBellet  (commonly  called  vegetablefyrup J., 
a  celebrated  compolitiion,  the  ingredients  of  which 
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are  kept  fecret,  is,  as  I  was  informed  by  a  perfon  of 
authority  in  France,  mercury  precipitated  from  its 
folution  in  the  acid  of  nitre  by  fixed  vegetable  alkali, 
and  the  precipitate  afterwards  diflblved  in  vitriolic 
^ther  mixed  with  fome  agreeable  fyrup. 

I  SHALL  now  take  notice  of  a  preparation  of  mer- 
tury,  firfl:  recommended  by  the  celebrated  Baroil 
Van  Swieten.  This  preparation  is  the  corrofive  fub- 
limate  (mercurkis  fuhlimatus  corrojimisj;  or,  as  I 
would  rather  call  it  in  the  more  accurate  language  of 
chemiftry,  the  hydrargyrum  muriatum  fortius.  Some 
years  ago  this  medicine  engaged  the  attention  of  all 
"Europe.  By  fome  it  was  recommended  as  a  moft  ex- 
cellent and  efficacious  remedy  for  the  moft  inveterate 
complaints,  and  worft  ftages  of  the  venereal  difeafe. 
It  was  particularly  praifed  agaiiift  eruptions  of  the 
(kin,  and  venereal  affedions  of  the^  bones ;  while  o- 
thers  exclaimed  againft  it  as  being  frequently  pro- 
ductive of  the  worft  effedls  in  the  fyftem,  without 
hardly  ever  radically  curing  the  diftemper.  Both, 
parties  feem  to  have  gone  too  far  in  prailing  as  well 
as  blamino;.  I  have  feen  cafes  where  this  medicine 
perfectly  cured  the  moft  inveterate  and  obftinate  com- 
plaints; while  in  others,  I  found  it  produced  effeds 
bf  the  worft  confequfence;  fuch  as  a  total  derange- 
ment and  pains  in  the  ftomaeh,  griping,  purging, 
head-ach,  fever,  anxiety,  oppreflion  of  the  breaft,  and 
even  fpitting  of  blood,  without  curing,  or  even  ap- 
pearing to  have  the  leaft  efFedt  on  the  difeafe.  But, 
ill  general,  I  have  obferved  that  this  medicine  very 
foon  mitigates  the  moft  troublefome  fymptoms  of  the 
venereal  difeafe,  without  effeding  a  radical  cure, 
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even  after  having  been  given  for  a  very  confiderabler 
time;  and  I  am  apt  to  think  now,  that  its  great  repu- 
tation arofe  at  firft  from  this  property,  of  frequently  j 
alleviating  fo  fpeedily  and  remarkably  the  mofl  trou- 
blefome  venereal  fymptoms. 

Upon  the  whole,  though  it  is  certain  that  there: 
are  fome  conftitutions  which  will  never  bear  this  vio-- 
lent  medicine  without  danger,  yet,  from  fuch  obfer— 
vations  as  I  have  been  able  to  make,  it  feems  proba-- 
ble,  that  the  bad  efFedls  attributed  to  the  corrofive: 
fublimate  have  fometimes  arifen>  either  from  its  im- 
proper preparation,  from  an  immoderate  dofe,  fromi 
a  dehcate  conftitution  of  the  patient,  or  otherwife; 
from  a  defeat  of  pradtical  judgment  in  the  phyiiciani 
or  furgeon.    Therefore,  although  I  never  like  to  em- 
ploy violent  medicines  where  I  am  able  ta  effect  ai 
cure  with  mild  ones  ;  yet  it  muft  be'  allowed,  that,, 
in  pradlice,  cafes  will  fometimes  occur,  attendedl 
with  fuch  fymptoms  as  require  the  ufe  of  the  moffl 
powerful  medicines,  if  for  no  other  purpofe  but  for  ai 
fpeedy  temporary  relief.   In  thefe  cafes,  it  will  fome- 
times be  highly  advifable  to  have^  recourfe  to  tha 
fublimate ;  though  it  is  probable  to  me,  that  fucW 
cafes  are  much  lefs  frequent  than  it  is  commonly 
thought.    But,  at  any  rate,'  the  conftitution  of  the( 
patient  ought  to  be  well  confidered  before  we  havo 
recourfe  to  this  medicine.    If  he  be  of  a  rtrong  habit 
of  body,  and  his  lungs  healthy,  we  may  fafely  tryji 
the  fublimate,  ufing  the  necelTary  precautions  witlili 
regard  toats  dofe  and  manner  of  exhibition;  buflB 
would  never  recommend  it  where  the  patient  is  of  afl 
weak,  delicate,  and  irritable  habit  of  body,  or  if  hoM 
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has  a  fmall  cheft,  has  had  formerly  an  hjemoptyfis, 
or  any  pulmonary  complaint:  for  thefe  perfons  I 
have  always  obferved  to  fufler  from  the  ufe  of  the 
fublimate.  Some  indeed,  who  were  apparently  of  a 
ftrong  conftitution,  I  have  feen  equally  affedled  by 
this  remedy  ;  for  which  reafon  I  think  it  always  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  cautious  in  the  ufe  of  it.  We  ought  ne- 
ver to  begin  with  more  than  a  quarter,  or  at  moll  half 
a  grain  a-day,  difiblved  in  milk,  barley-water,  or  a 
decodlion  of  larfaparilJa.  When  given  in  this  manner, 
if  the  patient  is  a  proper  fubje6l  for  this  medicine, 
it  will  not  readily  produce  any  bad,  or  at  leaft  any 
dangerous  confequences ;  the  lefs  fo  when  admini- 
flered  in  a  warm  feafon,  or  in  a  hot  climate.  In 
uling  the  fublimate,  it  ought  befides  always  to  be 
remembered,  that  we  can  never  be  too  careful  with 
regard  to  its  choice ;  and  that  with  the  utmoft  care 
and  attention  to  the  preparation  of  the  fublimate,  it 
is  hardly  ever  polRble  to  obtain  it  always  of  the  fame 
degree  of  ftrength,  even  by  following  the  very  fame 
procefs*.  In  all  cafes  therefore  the  patient  Ihould 
be  ordered  to  leave  it  off  immediately  wdienever  he 
felt  any  of  the  above  mentioned  bad  fymptoms. 
Sometimes  it  alfo  occurs  in  the  fiiops  adulterated  with 
arfenic,  which  may  be  difcovered  when  mixed  with 

C  c  2  lime- 

*  All  thefe  inconveniences  are  how  remedied  by  a  recent  dif- 
covery  of  ray  friend  the  ingenious  Dr.  Bertholet  at  Paris ;  who, 
by  a  new  and  eafy  way,  obtains  it  always  of  the  fame  ftrength  and 
quality,  by  adding  dephlogitticated  muriatic  acid  to  a  folution  of 
mercury  in  nitrous  acid,  and  inftantly  cryftals  precipitate,  which 
^re  compofed  of  mercury  and  muriatic  acid,  and  which  1  there- 
■fore  gave  in  the  table  the  name  of  Hydrargyrum  muriaiuvi, 
rtead  pf  the  pra'cipilatum  of  Dr.  Bertho/et. 
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lime-water :  in  which  cafe  it  will  produce  a  black 
colour  ;  whereas,  if  genuine,  it  yields  with  the  fame 
an  orange-coloured  precipitate,  to  which  we  gave 
the  name  lotio  Jyphilitica  flavci,  if  one  drachm  of  fub- 
limate  is  added  to  one  pound  of  lime-water.  Its 
texture  befides,  if  genuine,  ought  to  be  of  a  radiated 
appearance-  whereas  the  fame,  if  adulterated,  has 
rather  a  granulated  one. 

The  hydrargyrum  muriatuvi  mitius,  or  perhaps  ftili 
more  properly  the  calx  hydrargyri  muriata,  common- 
ly called  calomel^  mercuriiis  dulcis,  mercurius  fubli- 
matus  dulcis,  panacea  mercurialis,  aquila  alba,  &c.  is 
a  milder  preparation  than  corrofive  fubhmate,  but 
ftill  an  acrid  one,  and  thus  very  apt  to.  produce  gri- 
pings,  and  to  run  off  by  ftool.    Befides,  as  its  man- 
ner  of  adling  depends  very  much  on  the  accuracy  of 
its  preparation,  and  other  circumftances  which  we 
are  not  maftcrs  of,  its  efficacy  in  curing  the  lues  is 
not  much  to  be  depended  upon.    Indeed  calomel  i 
in  different  countries,  in  different  fliops  in  the  fam 
country,  nay  even  in  the  fame  lliops  at  different  time 
a  very  different  medicine.    On  this  account,  though 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  many  have  been  cured  of 
the  venereal  difeafe  by  this  medicine,  I  never  made 
ufe  of  it  internally  but  for  a  mercurial  purge,  till  of 
late,  when  Mr.  Scheele,  by  a  new  method  of  prepa- 
ring it  via  humida,  has  greatly  removed  all  the  ob-j 
jedions  this  medicine  was  formerly  liable  to.    As  itfi 
will  perhaps  be  agreeable  ,to  fome  of  my  readers  to 
be  more  exadly  acquainted  with  this  procefs,  I  fhall 
fubjoin  it  here. 

"  Half 
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*'  Half  a  pound  of  quicklilver,  and  the  fame  quan- 
tity of  pure  aquafortis,  are  to  be  put  into  a  fmall  vef- 
fel  with  a  long  neck,  the,  mouth  of  which  is  to  be 
covered  with  paper.  The  velTel  is  then  to  be  pla- 
ced in  a  warm  fand-bath ;  and  after  a  few  hours,. 
when  the  acid  affords  no  figns  of  its  acting  any  long- 
er on  the  quicklilver,  the  fire  is  to  be  increafed  to 
fuch  a  degree  that  the  folutibn  may  nearly  boil.  This 
heat  is  to  be  continued  for  three  or  four  hours,  ta- 
king care  to  move  the  veiTel  from  time  to  time ;  and 
at  lafl:  the  folution  is  to  be  fuiFered  to  boil  gently  for 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  In  the  mean  while  we 
are  to  dilfolve  four  ounces  and  a  half  of  fine  common 
fait  in  fix  or  eight  pints  of  water.  This  folution  is  to  be 
poured  boiling  into  a  glafs-vefiel,  in  which  the  above 
mentioned  folution  of  quicklilver  is  to  be  mixed  with 
it  gradually,  and  in.  a  boiling  fl:ate  alfo,  taking  care 
to  keep  the  mixture  in  conftant  motion.  When  the 
precipitate  is  fettled,  the  clear  liquor  is  to  be  drain- 
ed from  it ;  after  which  it  is  to  be  repeatedly  walhed 
with  hot,  water  till  it  ceafes  to  impart  any  tafte  to 
the  water.  The  precipitate  obtained  by  this  method 
is  to  be  filtered,  and  afterwards  dried  by  a  gentle  heat. 

"  It  might  be  fuppofed,  that  when  the  nitrous 
acid  ceafes  to  effervefce  with  the  mercury,  it  is  fa- 
turated  with  it ;  but  this  is  far  from  being  the  cafe  ; 
the  acid,  when  the  heat  is  increafed,  being  fl;ill  able 
to  diflblve  a  confiderable  quantity  of  it ;  with  this 
difference,  however,  that  the  quickfilver,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  procefs,  is  calcined  by  the  acid,  but 
afterwards  is  dilTolved  by  it  in  a  metalhc  fdrm.  In 
proof  of  this  we  may  obferve,  that  not  only  more 
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elaftic  vapour  arifes,  but  alfo  that  by  adding  cither 
fixed  or  volatile  caudic  alkaU  we  obtain  a  black  pre- 
cipitate;  -whereas,  when,  the  folution  contains  only 
calcined  quickfilver,  the  precipitate  becomes  yellow 
by  fuch  an  addition.  If  this  black  precipitate  is 
gently  diftilledj  it  rifes  in  the  form  of  quickiilver, 
leaving;'  a'  yellow  powder,  wdiich  is  in  fadt  that  part 
of- the  mercury  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  ope- 
ration was  calcined  by  the  nidmis^acid. 

TiiE  boihng  of  the  folution  for  about'  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  is  necefPary,  in  order  to  keep  the  ijjdrar- 
gynim  7iitraUim  in  a  dilTolved  ftate,' it  being' much  , 
difpofed  to  cryftallize  ;  in  general,  fome  oPthe  mer- 
cury remains  undifiblved  ;  but  it  is  always  better  to 
take  too  much  than  too  little  of  it,  becaufe  the  more 
metallic  fubflance  the  folution  contains,  the  more 
mercurius  dulcis  will  be  obtained. 

"  It  is  neceffary  to  pour  the  mercurial  folution  in- 
to the  folution  of  fait  by  a  little  at  a  time,  and  cau- 
tioufly,  fo  that  no  part  of  the  undiffolved  quickfilver 
may  pafs  along  with  it.  Two  ounces,  of  common 
fait  are  fufficient  to  precipitate  all  the  mercury;  but 
then  it  may  eafily  happen,  that  fome  fuperfluous 
mercurius  corrolivus  attaches  itfelf  to  this '  precipi- 
tate, which  the  water  alone  is  incapable  of  feparating 
completely.  This  is  undoubtedly  the  reafon  why  mer- 
curius praccipitatus  albus  is  always  corrofive.  I  have 
found  that  common  fait  pofTelTes  the  fame  quality  as 
fal  ammoniac,  v^iz.  that  of  making  the  folution  of 
corrolivC'  fublimate  in  waiter  eafy,  1  therefore  em- 
ploy 
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ploy  four  ounces  and  a  haJf  of  common  fait,  in  order 
to  get  the  mercurius  corrofivus  entirely  feparated. 

"  If  we  confider  the  manner  in  which  mercuriuS 
dulcis  is  obtained  in  the  dry  way,  by  fublimation,  we 
fliall  not  find  it  difficult  to  give  the  rationale  of  this 
new  procefs. 

"  Mercurius  corrofivus  albus  is  a  middle  fait,  con- 
fining, as  is  well  known,  of  marine  acid  combined 
with  calx  of  mercury.  This  fait  is  capable  of  dif- 
folving  a  good  deal  of  quickfilver  in  a  metallic  form; 
but  for  this  purpofe  the  moft  minute  particles  of  each 
mufl:  be  reciprocally  mixed.  This  happens,  when, 
by  means  of  heat,  they  are  both-  converted  into  va- 
pour. The  fame  thing  occurs  in  the  above-men- 
tioned procefs.  The  folution  firft  fpoken'of  contain's 
the  calx  mercurii  and  quickfilver  divided  into  th^ 
mofl:  minute  particles.  If  to  this  folution  we  add 
marine  acid,  or  (to  lave  expence)  common  fait,  the 
marine  acid  will  unite  with  the  calx  of  mercury,  and 
the  refult  of  this  union  will  be  a  true  mercurius  cor- 
rofivus albus ;  and  as  the  folution  contains  quickfil- 
ver in  its  metallic  ftate,  this  will  immediately  attradl 
as  much  of  the  mercurius  corrofivus  as  is  neceflarj 
to  faturate  it,  and  by  this  means  a  real  inercurius  dul- 
cis will  be  produced,  which,  from  its  being  infoluble, 
will  be  immediately  precipitated. 

"  The  following  fads  are  proofs  that  this  precipi- 
tate is  a  good  mercurius  dulcis.  ly?,  It  is  entirely 
taftelefs.  cidfy,  I  have  fublimed  it,  and  examined 
what  afcendcd  in  the  beginning,  and  which  ought  to 
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have  been  corrofive,  if  the  precipitate  had  contained 
any  thing  of  that  nature,  it  being  well  known  that 
mercuriiis  corrofivus  afcends  fooner  than  mecurius 
dulcis ;  whereas,  through  the  whole  of  the  fubhma- 
tion,  what  arofe  was  a  pure  mercurius  dulcis,  exact- 
ly like  that  which  is  obtained  in  the  common  manner. 
^dly,  I  have  mixed  this  precipitate  with  one  fourth 
part  of  quickfilver  and  fublimed  it,  Upon  a  fuppofi- 
tion  that  if  it  contained  too  much  mercurius  corrofi- 
vus it  would  be  "able  to  unite  with  more  quickfilver; 
but  fo  far  was  this  from  being  the  cafe,  that  the  quick- 
filver was  not  diminifhed  in  weight  by  the  experi- 
ment. 4thly,  It  is  known  that  cauftic  alkalis  and 
lime-water  give  mercurius  dulcis  a  black  colour. 
The  fame  thing  happened  with  mine.  The  black 
colour  is  no  other  than  quickfilver  divided  into  very 
fine  particles. 

"  That  the  procels  I  have  been  defcribing  is  mora 
advantageous  than  that  which  is  ufually  adopted,  I 
cannot  doubt;  becaufe,  in  the  firft  place,  this  mer- 
curius dulcis  can  be  prepared  with  lefs  difficulty^ 
•with  lefs  expence,  and  without  employing  corrofive 
fubhmate.  idly.  As  there  can  be  no  danger  of  its 
being  in  any  degree  corrofive,  provided  it  be  fufiici- 
ently  edulcorated,  it  may  always  be  given  with  fafe- 
ty.  ^dly,  The  operator  is  not  expofed  to  that  noxi- 
ous dull  which  in  the  old  method  arifes  during  the 
trituration  of  the  corrofive  fublimate  and  quickfilver* 
/^thly.  This  is  much  finer  than  the  common  mercu- 
rius dulcis,  It  being  impoflible  to  make  the  latter  e- 
qual  to  it  in  this  refpedl,  however  long  it  may  be 
Uiturated." 
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Calomel,  thus  prepared,  will  prove  fafe  and  excel- 
lent, not  only  for  internal,  but  efpecially  for  exter- 
nal ufe,  either  in  powder,  or  fufpended  in  fimple 
water  or  forne  mucilaginous  folution ;  occafionally 
alfo  a  drachm  of  it  may  be  mixed  with  four  ounces  of 
lime-water,  under  the  name  of  lotio  fyphilitica  nigra^ 
to  diftinguifli  it  from  the  lotio  fyphilitica  Jiava,  made 
with  corrofive  fubliraate  and  lime-water.  Calomel, 
when  well  prepared,  muft  give  the  lime-water  a  black 
colour,  as  corrofive  fublimate  does  a  yellow.  Calomel, 
thus  prepared,  may  likewi^,  occafionally,  be  ufeful- 
ly  applied  in  the  manner  recommended  by  the  late 
Mr.  Clare,  who  recommended  to  rub  it  into  the  gums 
or  inlide  of  the  cheek,  from  two  to  three  grains  eve- 
ry morning  and  evening.  It  would  be  by  far  the 
eafieft  method  of  adminillering  mercury  to  thofe  pa- 
tients who  cannot  bear  mercurial  preparations  upon 
their  ftomach,  and  dillike  to  make  ufe  of  the  mercu- 
rial fridions.  It  labours,  however,  under  a  material 
objedion,  that  it  fooa  produces  a  ptyalifm. 

Dr.  Ward's  white  drop,  being  a  folution  of  mer- 
cury in  nitrous  acid,  precipitated  and  redilTolved  by 
fal  ammoniac,  comes  likewife  under  this  head,  and 
proves,  in  fome  cafes,  a  valuable  medicine. 

The  hydrargyrum  vitriolatitm,  or  calx  hydrargyri 
^itriolata,  comonly  called  turpeth  mineral,  or  mercu- 
rius  emeticus  fiavus,  is  a  medicine  now  very  littlq; 
ufed,  except  by  thofe  who  think  a  mercurial  vomit 
preferable  to  one  of  emetic  tartar  or  ipecacuanha,  for 
curing  a  fwelled  tedicle  arifingfrom  a  venereal  caufe. 
Some  inllances,  however,  I  have  feen,  where  this 
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medicine,  given  dailj  in  very  fraall  dofes,  effeclually 
removed  moft  obflinate  venereal  complaints  of  the 
Ikin, 

i  COME,  lafllj,  to  fpeak  of  a  medicine,  which,  fome 
time  ago,  and  even  yet,  is  made  ufe  of  by  many  for 
the  cure  of  the  lues ;  I  mean  Plummer's  powder  a 
pills;  Vv'hich,  properly  fpeaking,  are  not  a  mercurial 
preparation,  but  a  mechanical  mixture  of  mercuriu^j 
dulcis  and  fulphur  of  antimony.    I  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  that  mercurius  d^ilcis,  when  prepared  by  fu- 
blimation,  is  a  very  different  medicine  in  different 
countries  and  places  ;  that  it  is  therefore  a  medicine 
not  to  be  depended  upon    for  this  reafon,  I  never 
•would  advife  any  pradlidoner,  as  well  for  his  own 
fatisfadion,  as  that  of  his  patient,  to  trull  to  Plummer's 
pills  for  curing  the  venereal  difeafe.    Plumraer  has 
compounded  the  calomel  with  fulphur  of  antimony, 
probably  for  the  purpofe  which  Hill  feems  to  be  ex- 
pelled by  thofe  who  make  ufe  of  this  compofition, 
viz.  by  means  of  the  fulphur  to  prevent  falivation, 
and  to  diredl  the  mercury  to  the  Ikin.    This  feems 
efpecially  to  be  the  deiign  in  cutaneous  eruptions  of 
the  venereal  kind.    But  though  this  medicine  may 
fometimes  be  effedual  in  removing  cutaneous  difor- 
ders,  Imuft,  from  my  own  experience,  as  well  as 
from  that  of  feveral  other  unprejudiced  praditioners, 
pronounce  it  to  be  a  very  improper  one  for  curing  a 
confirmed  lues.    Repeated  inllances,  indeed,  have 
come  under- my  obfervation,  where  thefe  pills  having 
been  taken  for  a  confiderable  time,  have  removed  the 
fyraptoms  for  a  time,  without  effeding  a  radical  cure ; 
-which  is  to  me  a  fufficient  reafon  for  thimking  it  an 
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*infafe  medicine,  ,and  confequentlj  that  no  prac- 
.titioner  ought  to  put  confidence  in  it  for  the  cure  of 
the  hies,  when  he  has  fafer  medicines  for  this  pur- 
pofe  at  his  command. 

Whether  crude  mercury  boiled  with  fimple  water 
communicates  to  it  fomething  of  its  qualities,  and 
with  what  fuceefs  fuch  a  decodlion  might  be  admini- 
ftered  for  curing  venereal  complaints,  I  am  not  able 
to  fay.  I  have  feen  this  deco6tion  given  to  children 
affe<5ted  with  worms  in  different  parts  of  the  conti- 
nent :  and  I  know  of  a  dog  in  London  who  was  ra- 
dically cured  of  a  moft  obftinate  mange,  for  which  a 
variety  of  medicines  had  been  tried  in  vain,  from  the 
ufe  of  this  decodion  for  his  common  drink. 
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CHAP.  XV. 

On  Ptyali'sm,  or  Salivation, 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  controverfy,  whether  a  con- 
firmed lues  maybe  radically  cured  without  falivationj 
and  though  there  -is  now  hardly  any  medical  man 
who  doubts  of  the  poffibility  of  a  perfed  cure  with- 
out it,  there  are  flill  many  who  employ  falivation, 
not  only  for  the  cure  of  the  lues,  but,  in  fome  coun- 
tries,for  that  of  the  clap  alfo.  This  mode  of  treatment, 
in  the  former  cafe,  is  ftill  Very  much  in  vogue,  in 
private  pradice,  as  well  as  in  hofpitals,  efpecially  in 
France  :  in  otlier  countries  it  is  almoft  entirely  con- 
fined to  hofpitals. 

How  far  this  practice  of  falivating  venereal  patient 
is  juftifiable,  fhall  be  the  fubjed  of  my  prefent  in 
quiry. 

It  has  been  the  opinion  of  Dr.  i^nV/z^f,  and  man; 
ancient  as  well  as  feveral  modern  writers,  that  a  fa 
livatiori  is  not  only  necefiary  to  efFedt  a  radical  cur 
of  the  lues,  but  even  that  the  greater  the  falivation 
the  more  certian  and  efFedlual  will  be  the  cure  of  the 
lues,  efpecially  when  the  bones  are  afFedled. 

I  MUST  confefs,  I  have  always  experienced  the  dir 
red  contrary  of  this  aflertion.    Amongft  a  great  ma- 
ny 
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iiy  patients  of  different  ages  and  conftitutions,  in  dif- 
ferent climates,  who  have  been  under  my  care,  I 
have  not  only  not  found  one  who  required  falivation, 
but  I  have,  on  the  contrary,  conft.antly  obferved, 
that  the  greater  the  falivation,  the  lefs.  certain  and 
effedual  was  the  cure  of  the  lues.    This  is  fo  true, 
that  even  the  modern  advocates  for  falivation  una- 
nimoufly  confefs,  that  a  ftrong  falivation  is  hurt- 
ful, and  that  only  a  gentle  one  fliould  be  raifed. 
Could  I  allow  this  to  be  right, .  I  would  obferve,  that 
to  flop,  or  even  to  moderate,  a  falivation  once  be- 
gun,, is  in  many  cafes  more  ealily  faid  than  accom- 
pliflied.  This  is  often  entirely  out  of  our  power;  and 
it  is  yet  one  of  the  great  defiderata  in  medicine,  to 
know  a  fpecinc  remedy  that  will  produce  fuch  an  ef-  ' 
fed.    This  is  fo  little  in  our  power,  that  I  have  feen 
more  than  once  patients  carried  off  by  falivation  (their 
llrength  being  totally  exhaufted),  before  it  could  be 
leflened  or  {{opt  by  any  remedy  whatfoever.  Others 
who  did  not  link  entirely  under  it,  remained  languid 
from  the  evacuation  for  months  and  even  years  ;  and 
feveral  I  have  feeH  die,  on  a  confumption  brought 
on  by  fuch  a  courfe.    Beiides,  a  falivation  is  not  on- 
ly very  troublefome  to  the  patient,  by  fpitting  d3.y 
and  night,  and  by  filling  the  room  with  a  very  difa- 
greeable  fmell ;  but  frequently  alfo  produces  pain- 
ful ulcers  in  the  mouth,  fauces,  S^c.  which,  if  not 
taken  care  of  in  time,  or  being  miftaken  for  vene- 
real ones,  by  continuing  the  ufe  of  mercury,  be- 
come more  dangerous  than  the  venereal  difeafe  itfelf. 

It  may  feem  furprifing,  therefore,  how  fuch  a 
dangerous  method  of  attemptiilg  the  cure  of  the  ve- 
nereal 
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nereal  difeafe  as  that  by  falivation  fhould  Itill  be  re- 
tained and  praclifed  in  fome  hofpitals.  The  three 
following  reafons,  indeed,  I  have  heard  alleged. 
I.  To  confine  the  patients  with  a  clap  or  lues  to  the 
room,  and  to  prevent  them  from  getting  a  frefh  in- 
fedion  before  they  are  cured  of  the  firft.  i.  To  get 
rid 'of  fuch  poor  patients  in  a  month  or  five  weeks,  in 
order  to  take  others  in  their  place  into  the  hofpital, 
who  are  treated  and  fent  away  in  the  fame  manner. 
3.  Becaufe  many  of  the  lower  clafs  of  people  have 
an  unhappy  prejudice  in  favour  of  this  method,  and 
imagine  they  cannot  be  radically  cured  without  what 
they  call  a  good  and  continued  falivation.  Thefe 
reafons,  however,  appear  to  me  wholly  infufficient. 
To  prevent  the  patients  from  getting  a*  frefli  infec- 
tion, better  means  might  be  eafdy  followed.  With 
regard  to  the  fecond  point,  I  think  it  more  reafon- 
able,  and  more  humane,  to  cure  a  fmaller  number  of 
patients  radically  without  falivation,  even  though  a 
longer  time  fliould  be  taken  up  for  the  cure,  than  to 
relieve  the  complaints  of  a  great  number  in  a  fliorter 
time  by  fuch  an  uncertain,  troublefome,  and  fome- 
times  dangerous  method.  We  may  add  to  this,  that 
experience  daily  fliows,  that  a  number  of  thofe  pa- 
tients who  feem  to  be  cured  by  the  cefFation  of  the 
fymptoms  during  a  falivation,  very  frequently  return 
in  a  fhort  time  after  to  the  hofpital  with  the  fame 
fymptoms  they  were  affefted  with  before,  or  find 
themfelves  obliged  to  feek  affiftance  fomewhere  elfe, 
at  the  fame  time  that  they  folemnly  protell  againil 
their  having  expofed  themfelves  to  a  new  infedion. 
The  third  reafon  alleged  in  favour  of  falivation  is  the 
word  of  all.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  no  perfon  of  in- 
tegrity, 
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tegnty,  who  pradlifes  medicine,  fliould  ever  comply 
\yith  the  prejudices  of  his  patients  when  they  may 
be  hurtful  to  them,  or  when  he  knows  that  by  a 
contrary  method  he  is  able  to  cure  them  with  greater 
certainty  and  fafety.  Befides,  it  will  be  an  eafy 
matter  for  a  phyfician  or  furgeon,  who  knows  how 
to  gain  the  confidence  of  his  patient,  to  convince 
him  of  the  folly  of  fuch  prejudices,  Sahvation,  there- 
fore, being,  in  my  opinion,  an  exceptionable  method 
of  cure  in  any  circumftances  whatever,  I  think  it, 
in  all  cafes,  mod  prudent  to  avoid  it;  or,  if  it  Ihould 
have  taken  place,  to  moderate  and  remove  it  as 
fpeedily  as  poffible. 

The  method  of  preventing  a  falivation  I  have  laid 
down  above,  when  fpeaking  on  mercurial  frictions* 
The  means  to  beufed  for  thispurpofe  are  fnortly  the 
following.  I.  A  careful  adminiftration  of  mercury 
both  as  to  its  preparation  and  dofe.  2.  The  avoiding 
cold  or  damp  air,  efpecially  at  night.  3.  The  ufe 
of  warm  clothes ;  or,  in  a  cold  damp  feafon  or  cli- 
mate, the  conftant  wearing  of  flannel  nex;t  the  (kin, 
4.  The  repeated  ufe  of  warm  baths,  and  the  inter- 
nal ufe  of  diaphoretic,  or  diuretic  decoctions  along 
with  the  mercury.  5.  The  avoiding  too  hot  rooms 
and  confined  air.  6.  Covering  the  neck  and  head 
but  very  flightly  day  or  night.  7.  Taking  a  dofe  of 
gentle  cooling  phyfic,  and  intermitting  the  ufe  of 
the  mercury  as  foon  as  the  breath  and  teeth  begia 
to  be  aileded.  8.  If  the  patient  be  not  of  a  phlogif- 
tic  habit  of  body,  a  free  diet,  with  the  moderate  ufe  ' 
of  wine,  is  to  be  ordered,  rather  than  a  low  one. 
Smoakiiig  tobacco  fhould  alfo  be  avoided,  during  a 
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conrfe  of  mercurials, .  by  tliofe  who  are  accuftomed 
to  it. . 

It  is  likewife  to  be  obferved,  that,  in  general,  a 
falivation  will  take  place  more  readily  under  the  ufei 
of  acrid  mercm-ial  preparations,  and  in  a  cold  and 
damp  feafon  or  climate;  that  fome  conftitutions  are 
more  difpofed  to  it  than  others;  and  that  particu- 
larly thofe  who  have  previoufiy  taken  mercury,  are 
often  ready  to  fall  into  a  fahvation  by  ufing  the  fmall- 
eft  dofe,  though  perhaps  in  the  former  difeafe  they 
felt  no  fuch  effedt  from  the  ufe  of  it. 

A  VARIETY  of  medicines  given  feparately,  or  com- 
bined with  mercury,  have  been  recommended  for 
preventing  it  from  affefting  the  mouth,  as  well  as 
for  checking  a, falivation  after  it  has  taken  place.- 
The  principal  of  thefe  are  fulphur,  fulphur  of  anti- 
mony, camphor,  the  Peruvian  bark,  and  iron.  By 
a  careful  attention,  however,  to  the  foregoing  rules^ 
I  think  it  is  in  general  noj:  very  difficult  to  avoid  a 
falivation,  without  having  recourfe  to  any  of  thefe 
medicines;  efpecially  as  I  have  feen  fome  of  them 
repeatedly  applied  without  fuccefs.    With  regard  t 
the  latter  point,  viz.  the  abating  and  removing  a  fa 
livation  when  once  begun,  I  found  it  moil  always 
very  difficult  matter:  the  foilpwing  method,  how 
ever,  with  an  exadl  obfervance  of  the  rules  abov 
mentioned,  will  frequently  be  attended  with  fuccefs 

As  foon  as  the  patient  feels  his  mouth  affi?cled,  h 
ought  to  leave  off  the  ufe  of  mercury,  and  keep  witli^ 
'in  doors,  in  a  moderately  warm  room,  if  the  feafi 
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De  cold.    If  his  ftrength  and  conflitutioh  will  allow, 
•we  may  adminifter  him  a  gentle  laxative ;  but  we 
ought  to  be  careful  about  prefcribing  purgatives,  be- 
caufe  they  will  often  bring  on  a  diafrhcKa,  which  we 
lliall  find  fometimes  great  difficulty  to  (top,  and 
which  may  prove  dangerous  in  its  confequences.  If 
his  ftrength  will  bear  it,  he  fhould  likewife,  for  four 
or  five  days,  be  placed  every  evening  in  a  warm  bath, 
rubbing  his  body  during  that  time  with  a  flefh-brufh 
or  piece  of  flannel ;  and  when  he  comes  out  of  the 
bath,  he  is  to  drefs  himfelf  again  immediately  in  flan- 
nel-cloaths.    If  phlogiftic  fymptoms  occur,  bleeding 
may  be  necefiary ;  the  patient  is  to  be  confined  to  si 
low  diet,  and  drink  baiifey-water  or  any  other  muci- 
laginous deco6lion ;  but  if  his  ftrength  be  very  much 
reduced,  a  good  nourifhing  diet,  together  with  th^ 
ufe  of  wine,  an  infufion  of  Peruvian  bark,  or  guaffia- 
wood  in  wine  or  cinnamon-water,  with  fome  prepa- 
ration of  iron,  and  thfe  free  country  air,  are  certainly 
more  proper.    If  the  air  be  dry,  he  fhould  not  con- 
fine himfelf  to  his  room,  but  go  abroad  a  little,  un- 
lefs  it  be  very  cold.    When  the  falivary  dudts  are 
Very  much  relaxed,  the  mouth  not  very  painful,  and 
the  fpitting  continues  undiminiflied,  aii  aftringent 
gargle  may,  with  proper  precautions,  be  prefcribed. 
It  may  be  made  of  the  decoftion  of  Peruvian  bark^ 
of  tormentilla  ereEla,  or  of  \h.G.  cortex  falicis  alhce^  in 
red  wine  or  water ;  to  which,  according  to  circum- 
flances,  may  be  added  fome  tindure  of  gum-lac  or 
of  myrrh  and  honey  of  rofes.    Common  fulphur  has 
how  and  then  a  very  good  effedl  for  relieving  a  fali- 
Vation.    The  fulphur  of  antimony  has  been  recom- 
n^finded  in  fuch  cafes  as  a  diaphoretic.    An  eminent 
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phyfician  has  recommended  for  this  purpofe  the  dti' 
rum  fulminans ,  given  every  day  from  three  to  five 
grains,  as  a  very  efficacious  medicine  ;  but  having 
never  had  occafion  to  try  this  remedy  myfelf,  I  am 
unable  to  fay  whether  this  advice  is  founded  on  ex- 
perience, or  only  on  a  theory  derived  from  the  che- 
mical affinity  or  attradion  between  mercury  and 
gold.  In  an  obftinate  ptyalifm,  a  bHfter,  feton,  or 
ilTue,  in  the  neek,  together  with  the  internal  ufe  of 
purified  fulphur  and  camphor,  and  the  volatile  lini- 
ment apphed  to  the  throat,  fometimes  proves  fer- 
viceable ;  and  in  defperate  cafes,  we  might  alfo  try 
the  effect  of  repeatedly  pouring  cold  water  over  the 
head  and  face,  letting  the  patient  fit  in  the  mean- 
time with  the  reft  of  the  body  immerfed  in  a  warrar 
bath.' 
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ipn  particular  Venereal  Complaints,  whiclj  re- 
quire a  peculiar  Method  of  Cure, 

I.  0/2  rZ?^  Venereal  Ophthalmia. 

There  are  two  diftind  fpecies  of  venereal  opthal- 
mia.  The  one  feems  to  be  more  of  a  chronic  kind, 
comes  on  gradually,  and  arifes  from  a  tainted  mafs. 
The  other  is  the  moft  acute,  violent,  and  dangerous 
(bf  any  ophthalmia  1  know  of :  it  comes  on  fuddenly, 
and  owes  its  origin,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ob- 
ferve,  to  a  fudden  retropulfion  of  a  recent  venereal 
clap. — I  have  feen  three  inftances  of  this  dreadful 
diforder,  every  one  of  which  proved  fatal  to  the  fight 
of  the  fufferer.  In  two  cafes,  both  eyes  were  affecl- 
ed  with  blindnefs ;  in  the  third,  one  was  affedled 
immediately,  and  feveral  years  after  the  light  of  the 
other  was  likewife  loft,  without  any  other  apparent 
caufe.  All  old  pradlitioners  with  whom  I  have  con- 
verfed  about  this  dreadful  complaint,  and  who  have 
obferved  it  feveral  times  in  their  pradice,  were  of 
opinion  that  it  always  originated  from  a  retropulfed 
recent  clap,  by  way  of  metaftafis.  In  the  three  ca- 
fes which  I  juft  mentioned,  the  difeafe  was  certainly 
accompanied  with  a  fuppreflion  of  the  clap :  but  whe- 
ther that  fuppreffion  was  the  caufe  of  the  ophthal- 
|nia,  I  was  not  able  to  determine  with  certainty ; 
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and  am  much  lefs  capable  to  account  for  fuch  a  me- 
taftafis:  though  great  connexion  fubfifts  between 
the  eyes  and  the  parts  of  generation. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  caufe  of  thefe  ophthal- 
mies,  the  fa6l  is  this.  In  the  three  inftances  which 
came  under  rny  obfervation,  the  difeafe  arofe  in  a 
cold  chmate  in  winter,  after  the  patient,  affeded 
with  a  recent  clap,  had  been  expofed  to  violent  cold 
in  the  open  air.  None  of  them  had  ever  had  any 
complaint  in  the  eyes  b.efore.  The  difcharge  from 
the  urethra  was  evidently  diminiflied  or  aboliflied. 
In  the  mean  while,  a  difcharge  of  a  puriform  matter 
of  a  yellowi{h-green  colour,  refembling  that  of  a  clap, 
took  place  from  the  eyes,  with  the  moft  excrucia- 
ting pain,  which  was  rendered  infupportable  on  the 
leaft  application  of  light.  The  fame  matter,  which 
ran  out  of  the  eyes,  feemed,  as  far  as  I  was  able  to. 
fee  by  forcing  up  the  eye-lid,  to  be  extravafated  in 
the  whole  anterior  chamber  of  the  eye,  and,  as  it 
were,  infiltrated  between  the  lamellas  of  the  cornea 
tranfparens.  All  remedies  which  were  applied  pro- 
ved ineffeclual,  and  perpetual  bhndnefs  was  the  con- 
fequence. 

As  cafes  of  this  kind  may  be  inftru6live,  I  fhall 
tranfcribe  one  of  them  from  my  Medical  Journal. 
The  patient,  a  young  man  of  a  ftrong  dark  com-  > 
plexion,  of  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  a  captain  in 
the  army,  was  ordered  on  guard  in  the  month  of  Ja-  ■ 
nuary,  whilft  he  was  afflided  with  a  recent,  violent 
clap.  Unfortunately  the  day  was  exceflively  cold, 
and  he  was  by  duty  much  expofed  to  the  open  air 
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•ill  day  and  the  evening  :  in  the  night  he  found  him- 
felf  at  once  afflifted  in  both  eyes  with  the  .moft  ex- 
cruciating pain,  and  intolerance  of  the  fmalleft  de- 
gree of  light;  to  which  next  day  followed  a  difcharge 
of  puriform  matter  from  both  eyes.  Upon  infpedion, 
the  albuginea  was  every  where  higbly  inflamed,  and 
very  much  fwelled.  The  phjfician  who  was  called 
applied,  belides  the  common  remedies,  fuch  as  bleed- 
ings, purgatives,  &c.  a  fomentation  of  hemlock. 
'  On  the  third  day,  upon  a  clofer  examination,  the 
cornea  was  found  entirely  opaque,  and  an  hypopyon 
formed;  no  ulceration  appeared.  The  ufe  of  hem- 
lock was  ordered  to  be  continued.  Some  days  after, 
the  inflammation  and  running  abated ;  but  the  cor- 
nea remained  opaque,  feemed  to  be  very  much  thick- 
ened, and  the  patient  remained  perfedly  blind.  In 
this  patient,  1  clearly  faw  the  arteries  of  the  cornea 
tranfparens,  coming  from  the  albiiginea,  inflamed, 
and  fo  filled  with  red  blood,  as  if  injedled  like  an  a- 
natomical  preparation,  even  till  the  fifth  v/eek  of  the 
diforder. 

In  none  of  the  three  cafes  which  I  had  accefs  to 
obferve,  any  remedy  was  applied  by  the  practition- 
ers to  reftore  the  running  of  the  clap;  nor  was  there 
an  incifion  made  into  the  cornea  to  difcharge  the  ex- 
travafated  matter:  The  only  two  remedies  from 
which  I  would  exped  any  efficacious  relief  in  fuch 
an  ophthalmy,  befides  the  general  and  topical  evacu- 
ations by  purgatives,  leeches,  bhfters,  &.c.  with  the 
internal  and  external  ufe  of  mercury. 

I  WAS  once  mclined  to  believe,  that  this  kind  of 
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ophthalmia  does  perhaps  arife  from  uncleanlinefs,whea 
the  patient  affeded  with  a  clap,  or  fhankers  in  the 
genitals,  touching  thofe  parts,  and  afterwards,  with- 
out wafhing  the  hands,  touches  his  eyes.  I  have 
certainly  feen  ophthalmies,  and  venereal  ulcers  of 
the  eye-hds,  noftrils,  hps,  more  than  once  arifing 
from  fuch  careleflhefs :  but  in  thefe  cafes  I  have  ne- 
ver obferved  an  inflammation  but  in  one  eye,  and  it 
was  always  far  from  being  fo  violent  as  the  kind  jufl; 
mentioned  ;  and,  like  ophthalmies  arifing  from  a 
tainted  raafs,  gave  way  to  the  topical  apphcation  of 
the  blue  ointment ;  which,  together  with  the  inter- 
nal ufe  of  mercury,  is  indeed  the  fovereign  remedy 
for  feveral  ophthalmies. 

The  chronic  venereal  ophthalmies  arifing  from  a 
tainted  raafs,  prove,  in  many  cafes,  extremely  obfli- 
nate  for  many  weeks  and  months.  They  require,  be- 
lides  a  very  low  diet,  a  regular  mercurial  ?oi4rfe,  ef- 
pecially  with  fublimate,  if  the  patient  can  bear  it ; 
repeated  purgings ;  and  in  fome  cafes,  efpecially  if 
the  eye-lid  be  the  part  affeded,  the  external  ufe  of 
the  mercurial  ointment,  or  what,  is,  according  to  the 
obfervations  of  Dr.  Cidlen,  more  preferable,  the  ci- 
trine ointment  rubbed  down  with  double  the  quan- 
tity of  hog's  lard,  in.  ojder  to  render  it  lefs  acrid. 
Laudanum  dropped  into  the  affected  eye  gives  fome- 
times  the  moft  evident  relief.  Bathing  the  eye  with 
a  weak  folution  of  fublimate,  or  with  the  lac  hydrar- 
gyratum  four  or  fix  times  a- day  is  like  wife  fervice^- 
fible 
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II.  On  Venereal  Deafness. 

I  HAVE  feen  fe\^eral  inftances  where  deafnefs,  with 
a,  violent  pain  of  the  ear,  was  brought  on  by  venereal 
ulcers  afFedting  the  orifice  of  the  Eaftachian  tube  in 
the  fauces ;  and  I  have  met  with  one  inftance,  where 
a  perfe6l  deafnefs  was  the  confequence  of  a  flopped 
difcharge  of  a  dap  by  the  internal  ufe  of  turpentine. 
The  patient  had  had  no  fliankcrs,  nor  any  other  vene- 
real complaint  ever  before. 

IIL  Gn  Venereal  Sore  Throat. 

Venereal  fore  throats,  as  well  as  venereal  ulcers 
of  the  mouth  and  fauces,  fhould,  as  I  mentioned  a- 
bove,  be  carefully  diftinguifhed  from  fcorbutic  ones, 
or  from  thofe  originating  from  the  faliva  rendered  a- 
erid  by  mercury ;  and  more  efpecially  from  thofe 
•which,  though  really  venereal  in  their  origin,  have 
now  changed  their  nature,  and  acquired  a  character 
entirely  different  from  the  original  difeafe,  as  by  con- 
tinuing the  ufe  of  mercury,  the  patient  may  be  ma- 
terially, and  perhaps  irrecoverably,  hurt.  Pradical 
judgment  muft  be  our  only  fure  guide  in  that  cafe. 
Deep  ulcers  covered  with  a  white  lardaceous  crufl, 
and  confined  by  a  hard  elevated  border,  with  a  ftrong 
rednefs  round  about  them,  will,  I  think,  feldom  mif- 
lead  if  they  are  treated  as  venereal.  Venereal  ulcers 
in  the  throat  are  fometimes  fee  l  ed  fo  low  down,  and 
fidewards,  that  we  cannot  ealily  difcover  them  at 
firft  Hght,  and  thence  we  are  fometimes  led  to  mif- 
take  the  nature  of  the  diiurder.    An  account  of  the 
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following  cafes  maj  perhaps  be  ufeful  to  young  prac- 
titioners. 

A  GENTLEMAN  of  a  ftrong  plethoric  conftitutiorl, 
fifty-five  years  of  age,  was  affeaed  with  a  fore  throat 
and  fever.  The  phyfician,  after  examining  his  throat 
and  pulfe,  ordered  bleeding,  with  an  antiphlogifiic 
gargle  and  purge;  when  the  difeafe  not  abating  eight 
days  after,  another  praditioner  was  called,  who  re- 
J)eated  bleeding,  purging,  and  ordered  a  different 
gargle,  from  the  ufe  of  which  the  patient  found  him- 
felf  better.  At  the  expiration  of  feven  weeks,  when 
he  felt,  as  he  exprefled  himfelf,  the  difeafe  was  not 
quite  gone,  I  was  .confulted.  After  the  former  pre- 
fcriptions  were  fhown  to  me,  I  examined  his  throat; 
and  though  I  could  not  difcover  any  ulcer,  told  him 
I  fufpeded  a  venereal  caufe;  which  he  hardly  would 
agree  to,  telling  me  that  he  had  no  venereal  com- 
plaint thefe  many  years  paft,  and  that  fihce  that  time 
he  had  enjoyed  the  moft  perfefl  ftate  of  health.  I 
defired  to  examine  his  throat  once  more;  which  he 
readily  complied  with,  though  he  was  one  of  thofe 
perfons  who,  with  the  greateft  difficulty,  can  let  their 
throat  be  examined:  with  a  wax  taper  in  one  hand, 
and  deprefling  the  root  of  the  tongue  by  means  of  a 
large  fpatula  as  much  as  poflible  with  the  other,  I 
difcovered  very  low  down  on  the  right  fide,  a  deep 
"but  fmall  venereal  ulcer,  which  had  efcaped  my 
fight  at  firft,  and  would  now  have  done  fo,  had  I 
not  examined  the  throat  with  fuch  peculiar  care. 
Upon  mentioning  to  him  the  evident  caufe  of  his  dil- 
ordcr,  my  advice  was  comphed  with ;  and  after  the 

internal  ufe  of  mercury  for  eight  days,  his  fore  throat 
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-was  perfe6lly  gone,  and  by  continuing  it  a  month 
longer,  a  radical  cure  was  obtained. 

TiiE  other  patient  was  a  lady  of  rank.  She  had 
tut  firft  felt  .a  flight  difficulty  in  fwallowing  within 
a  few  days,  which,  being  frofty,  flie  afcribed  it  to  a 
cold.  I  immediately,  upon  infpedion,  difcovered 
the^aufe  of  the  diforder;  and,  as  women  have  always 
a  right  to  the  greateft  delicacy  and  fecrecy  of  a  phy- 
fician,  without  alking  her  any  queftions,  I  ordered 
her  to  keep  her  throat  warm,  and  promifed  to  fend 
her  fome  medicine  which  would  relieve  her  in  a  few 
days;  and  the  fame  was  afterwards,  under  another 
form  and  pretence,  ordered  to  be  continued  for  a  few 
weeks  longer,  till  I  thought  her  perfectly  fafe. 

Last  fummcr,  I  was  confulted  at  Paris  by  a  young 
gentleman,  of  about  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  about 
a  fore  throat  for  which  he  had  taken  advice  and  me- 
dicines already^  for  the  fpace  of  three  weeks,  with- 
out any  reUef.  I  told  him,  that,  from  the  very  ap- 
pearance of  his  face  and  eyes,  I  fufpedled  quite  a 
different  caufe  of  his  diforder  than  Jie  had  hitherto 
imagined;  which  indeed  was  moft  evidently  con- 
firmed by  a  large  venereal  ulcer;  which,  upon  in- 
fpedlion,  I  found  feated  very  low  down  behind  the 
velum.  He  then  gave  me  the  following  account  : 
That  he  had  been  affedcd  with  a  violent  clap  two 
years  ago  when  he  was  at  Venice,  wliich,  for  a  par- 
ticular reafon,  he  had  wilhed  to  be  removed  or  flop- 
ped as  foon  as  poffible;  that,  for  this  purpofe,  he 
was  recommended  by  a  friead  of  his  to  a  furgeon  in 
that  place,  who  was  in  polTeffion  of  an  injedion,  whicTi 

Ff  had 


aa6        ON  yZNEREAI^  SORE  THROAT. 


had  that  inflilhble  effeft.  That  this  furgeon  com- 
phed  with  his  defire,  though  with  reluctance;  and 
foretold  him,  that,  fome  time  after  being  cured  thus 
haftily  by  his  injedion,  the  venereal  difeafe  would 
break  out  in  fome  other  part  of  the  body;  alTuring 
him,  that  he  had  feenthe  fame,  effedl,  from  the  fame 
;remedy,  happen  in  feveral  other  patients  who  ap- 
plied to  him  in  the  fame  manner  he  did.  That  he 
negledled  this  caution;  that  the  running  was  per- 
feftly  Hopped  in  48  hours;  and  that  he  had  never 
thought  more  about  it,  having  been  perfectly  free 
from  venereal  as  well  as  any  other  complaints  ever 
fince.  This  cafe  was  to  me  a  very  inftruitive  one. 
Firft,  it  fliows  how  long  the  venereal  poifon  lies  fome- 
times  concealed  in  the  mafs,  without  producing  any 
fenlible  efiedts  ;  And,  fecondly,  it  evidently  con- 
firms what  I  have  alTerted  above,  that  the  poifon 
"which  produces  a  clap,  may  be,  and  is  moft  frequent- 
ly, the  very  fame  with  that  of  the  fyphilis;  and  that, 
if  abforbed  into  the  mafs,  it  therefore  produces  the 
fame  effects.  But,  laftly,  it  alfo  fhows,  which  I 
opuld  not  have  expeded  a  prioi'i,  that  a  recent  clap 
may  fometimes  be  Hopped  or  repelled,  without  pro- 
ducing fw.elled  tefticles,  ifchury,  ftrictures,  or  any 
other  immediate  effeds  in  the  mafs. 

Venereal  ulcers  of  the  tliroat  require  fometimes, 
befides  a  courfe  of  mercury,  topical  applications ; 
fuch  as  injections  or  gargles  made  of  a  foiution  of 
fublimate  mixed,  according  to  circumftances,  \yith 
the  tindurc  of  maftich,  &c.  But  if  the  ulcers  are 
owing  to  the  acrimony  of  the  fahva,  they  ought  to 
be  kept  conftantly  clean,  and  mercury  fliould  be 
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difcontinued.  If  tHey  arife  neither  from  the  one  or' 
the  other  of  the  caufes  juft  mentioned,  but  are  of 
that  peculiar  nature  defcribed"  alDove  under  the  head 
o'l  Plmereal  Ulcers,  they  require,  inftead  of  mercury, 
the  internal  and  external  ufe  of  opium.  Powerful 
tonics,  internally  as  well  as  externally,  in  a  gargle, 
Have  been  found  very  ufeful'in  fuch  cafes. 

I-V.  On  Venereal  Complaints  of  the  Skin. 

Cutaneous  diforders  of  a  venereal  nature,  fuch  as 
venereal  tetters,  venereal  fcald-head,  venereal  le- 
profy,  &c,  are  often  very  obiiinatc.  If  is  in  thefe 
complaints  properly,  where  the  folution  of  fublimate, 
given  internally,  proves  now  and  then  excellent;  and 
I  think  I  have  obferved,  that  it  often  efFeclually  re- 
moves the  difeafe  of  the  fKin  without  removing  radi- 
cally the  lues :  This,  at  leaft,  I  aflert  with  regard  to 
colder  climates;  as  to  warmer  climates,  I  know  cer- 
tainly many  patients  who  have  been  radically  cured 
of  the  fyphilis  by  the  fublimate  alone. 

Besides  the  internal  ufe  of  the  fublirriate,  warm 
baths  made  with  a  deco6lion  of  bran,  in  every  gal- 
lon of  which  half  a  drachm  of  fublimate  is  to  be  dif- 
fblved,  gently  rubbing  at  the  fame  time  the  affedled' 
part,  have  fometimes  proved  to  me  very  ufeful.  For" 
more  confirmed  venereal  complaints  of  the  fidn,  the 
topical  application  of  the  folution  of  the  fublimate, 
the  citrine  ointment  fometimes  alone,  and  forrietimes 
with  the  addition  of  the  faturnine,  have  fucceeded  iii 
tetters,  tinea,  &.c.  where  all  other  remedies  proved ' 
ineffedual.    The  decodum  Lufitanicum,  the  decoc- 
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tion  of  the  ftipites  dulcamarae,  of  the  mezereum  root 
and  efpecially  that  of  the  lobeha  fyphilitica,  deferve,, 
for  thefe  as  well  as  other  obftinate  and  inveterate  ve- 
nereal complaints,  in  my  opinion,  a  much  greater 
attention  than  is  ufually  paid  to  them.  I  have  feen 
a  moft  obftinate  and  inveterate  difeafe  of  the  Ikin,  of 
a  venereal  nature,  cured  by  a  folution  of  turbeth  mi- 
neral in  fraall  dofes,  where  all  other  remedies  failed. 
Some  phyficians  pretend  to  have  feen  great  fuccefs 
alfo  from  arfenicy  but  I  never  tried  this  latter.— The 
deco^lum  fyphihticum  roborans  is,  in  many  cafes,  a- 
^  fovereign  medicine.  The  infufum  iedi  paluftris  has 
proved  very  effeft'ual  in  many  cafes  of  leprbfy  in 
Sweden:  but  it  ought  to  be  obfervcd,  as  a  general- 
rule,  that  without  the  ufe  of  warm  emollient  baths, 
or  vapour-baths,  all  thefe  medicines  will  often  fail  in- 
producing  the  defired  elfedl- 

"V".  On  Vener-eal  Excrescences. 

Venereal  excrefcences  on  the  furface  of  the  fkin, 
known  by  the  different  names,  wart's,  tubercles  con- 
dylomata,  jicus,  viarifca,  &c.  arife  either  from  an-o- 
riginal  infe6lion,  in  which  cafe  we  confider  them  as 
a  local  difeafe,  and  prefcribe  local  remedies;  or  they 
originate  from  a  tainted  mals,  which  indeed  is  more 
frequently  the  cafe,  and  then  a  full  mercurial  courfe 
will  make  them  difappear,  fonietimes,  without  any 
external  application.  But  frequently  external  rem 
dies  are  likewife  requifite..  Cauftics  have  been  r 
commended  for  that  purpofe :  they  are  now  and  then;^^ 
employed  with  fuccefs;  but  in  fome  cafes  I  have- 
feen  them  produdive  of  bad  effeds.    Excifion  has- 
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been  likewife  recammended,.  and  is  fometimes  ne- 
ceffary ;  but  I  have  feen  feveral  inftances  where,  af- 
ter thele  excrefcences  had  been  cut  out  repeatedly 
(even  after  a  full  courfe  of  mercurials),  they  grew 
again  and  again,  fometimes  to  a  larger  Urie  than  they 
had  formerly.  To  prevent  this  regeneration,  feve- 
ral remedies  have  been  propofed ;  of  which,  in  all 
obftinate  cafes  that  have  come  under  my  obfervation, 
I  have  obferved  only  two  or  three  which  were  fuc- 
cefsfully  employed,  after  the  mafs  had  been  previ- 
Gully  perfedlly  purified.  The  one  confifts  in  mercu- 
rial fumigations,  the  other  in  the  application  of  the 
juniperus  fahina  L.  either  by  itfelf  in  the  form-  of  a 
powder,  or  mixed  with  red  precipitate  in  the  form 
of  an  ointment;  and  the  third  Is  the  liquor  ad  con- 
dylomata^ lately  propofed  by  Mr.  Pknck^  I  have  ap- 
plied it  once  or  twice  a-day  with  a  hair  pencil,  in  fe- 
veral cafes,  with  very  good  efFedl.  In  cafes  where  a 
great  number  of  fmall  warts  had  fprung  up  about 
the  genitals,  the  folution  of  fublimate  in  fimple  wa- 
fer or  lime-water  I  have  obferved  fometimes  to  fuc- 
ceed  perfectly  well.  If  warts  have  a  fmall  bafis,  and 
are  but  few  in  number,  the  beft  remedy  is  a  ligature 
made  tighter  every  day.  I  have  feen  a  man  with  fe- 
veral hundred  little  warts  upon  the  part  of  the  cbia 
where  the  beard  grows,  and  underftood  his  difeafe  to 
be  owing  to  an  ill-treated  lues. 

VI.  0«  Venereal  Weakness,  or  Impoiency. 

Tms  complaint,  though  not  dangerous,  is  very 
alarming,  and  venders  the  mind  of  the  patient  ex- 
tremely uneafy.  I  have  repeatedly  obferved  it;  but^ 
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ill  a  particular  manner,  in  one  patient,  who  feVeral 
months  before  had  been  afFecled  with  a  violent  clap; 
of  which,  at  laft,  he  was  cured,  after  having  under- 
gone a  tedious  and  very  improper  treatment.  The 
only  remaining  fymptom  was  now  a  total  inability 
and  want  of  delire  of  venery,  which  rendered  him 
extremely  low-fpirited.  On  confulting  me,  I  judged 
the  complaint  to  proceed  from  the  venereal  poifon 
lurking  in  the  body,  and  prefcribed  him  a  mercurial 
courfe,  and  afterwards  fome  tonic  medicines,  with 
two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  HofFmans's  anodyne  liquor  morn- 
ing and  evening.  He  was  like  wife  ordered  to  wafh 
the  fcrotum  and'  fptrmatic  cord  twice  a-day  with  a 
t'able-fpoonful  of  the  fame  liquor  mixed  with  fome 
water:  in  three  weeks  time  he  had  fufficient  reafon 
to  be  as  high-fpirited  as  ever. 

VIL  0?i  Venereal  Pains,  Spasms,  i^c.  ^ 

Fixed  or  wandering  pains,  arifing  in  different  parts 
of  the  body,  are  generally  afcribed,  by  all  patients 
who  were  formerly  afFedled  with  the  lues,  to  the  re- 
mains of  the  venereal  poifon  in  the  mafs.  This  is  in- 
deed fom'etimes  the  cafe;  but  it  ought  to  be  obfer- 
ved,  that  thofe  pains,  fo  generally  afcribed  to  the 
venereal  poifon,  are  often  owing  to  very  different 
caufes;  which,  if  not  properly  diiVmguiflied,  we  fliali 
find  ourfelves  frequently  difappointed  in  the  efteds 
'  of  the-  remedies  prefcribed. 

Pains  fimilar  to  venereal  ones  are  often  the  cffecls 
of  the  improper  ufe  of  Mercury,  thefe  cafes  ought 
to  be" carefully  diftinguiflied  i^i  praclice  ;  becaufe,  if 
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the  yenereal  difeafe  has  not  been  radically  cured,  and 
the  pains.arile  from  ahalf-cured  lues,  the  ufe  of  mercu- 
ry will  be  n^^cejGFary  to  complete  tlie  cure,  (though  the 
patient  will  often  be  of  a  contrary  opinion,  confider- 
ing  the  length  of  time  and  quantity  of  mercury  he 
has  already  taken);  whereas,  if  the  venereal  virus 
has  been  radically  cured,  the  ufe  of  nieroury  will  prove 
evidently  hurtful.  I  know  patients  who,  having 
made  ufe  of  mercury  repeatedly  in  their  younger  days 
for  feveral  venereal  complaints,  find  themfelves  now, 
whenever  they  take  the  leaft  quantity  of  mercury, 
conftantly  a®cled  with  the  moft  violent  rheumatic 
pains  in  different  parts  of  the  body.  Authors,  who 
have  mentioned  this  latter  difeafe,  generally  afcribe  it 
to  the  mercury  lodged  in  the  bones;  nay,  there  are  e- 
"  yen  examples  recorded  in  medical  hiftory,  where  mer- 
cury had  been  found,  after  the  death  of  fuch  patients, 
collected  in  globules  in  different  parts  of  the  body, 
efpecially  in  the  bones  and  their  cavities.  What- 
ever credit  may  be  given  to  thofe  affertions,  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  we  may  generally,  and  fometimes  pretty 
eafiiy,  cure  thofe  patients  by  proper  regimen,  warm 
baths,  and  by  adminiftering,  at  the  fame  time,  inter- 
nally, proper  toriic  medicines,  either  alone,  or  uniteci 
with  antimonials.  But  if  thofe  pains,  inftead  of  be- 
ing of  the  chronic  kind,  arife  from  a  fudden  check 
of  perfpiration  during  a  a  mercurial  courfe,  the ,  ufe 
of  tonic  medicines  would  be  improper.  In  feveral 
defperate  cafes  of  this  kind,  where  the  body  feemed 
j^s  if  it  was  affeded  with  a  general  fpafm  or  tetanus, 
I  have  found,  befides  the  warni  bath,  efpecially  the 
vapour-bath,  the  fulplmr  of  antimony,  united  with 
the  extract  of  hemlock,  a  mofl  efficacious  remedy, 

given 
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given  to  the  quantity  of  fifteen  grains  of  each  a-day, 
Dover's  powder,  with  a  proper  regimen,  proves  fome- 
times,  in  this  cafe,  as  well  as  in  rheumatifm,  a  very 
jferviceable  medicine. 

"VIIL  On  Y-ENOEREAL  CoMPLAJNTS  of  the  BoNES. 

The  bones  are  feldom  affefted  by  the  venereal  poi- 
fon,  but  in  a  confirmed  or  neglected  lues.  I  have 
feen,  however,  one  inftance  where  tjie  patient,  be- 
^ng  alFedted  with  a  flianker  on  the  glans,  was  attack- 
ed the  fifth  day  after  with  a  confiderablc  fwelling  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  ulna. — In  th'efe  cafes,  the  longr- 
er  the  difeafe  is  neglected,  the  more  difficult  and  te- 
dious is  the  cure  \  and  of  all  others,  the  caries,  or  ul- 
ceration of  the  external  furface,  and  the  corruption  of 
the  internal  cavity  of  the  bones,  ^re  the  moil  difkr 
greeable  and  tedious. 

In  all  cafes  of  ulcerated,  bones  we  ought  to  remem^ 
ber,  that  they  cannot  be  cured  until  the  poifon  be 
totally  eradicated  from  the  mafs.  Topical  applica- 
tions feem  to  have  very  little  effed:;  though  the 
elTential  oil  of  faffafras  has  been  recommended  by 
fome.  Mr.  Plenck  recommends  a  lotion  compofed  of 
eflTentia  niaftichina,  corrofive  fublimate,, and  honey 
of  rofes.  Befides  this,  he  directs  the  internal  ufe  of 
the  Peruvian  bark,  and  mercury  mixed  with  afafoe- 
Hda,  together  with  a  decodion  of  farfaparilla,  united 
"with  mezereum  and  cicuta  :  by  thefe,  he  fays,  that- 
he  cured  feveral  perfons  of  tke  diforders  juit  men- 
'tipned^ 
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Venereal  exoftofes  and  tophi,  efpecially  thofe  in 
the  middle  of  the  tabia,  fternum,  and  bones  of  the 
head,  will  fometimes,  efpecially  at  night,  give  the 
moft  excruciating  pain.  In  thefe  cafes,  I  have  ob- 
ferved  no  good  effed  from  any  topical  apphcation 
whatever.  Mercury,  blifters,  or  an  incifion,  have 
been  recommended  for  this  purpofe ;  but  the  faline 
mercurial  preparations  are  the  medicines  mod  to  be 
depended  upon,  together  with  the  decodtions  of  the 
woods,  efpecially  the  decodum  mezerei,  the  sethiops 
antimonialis  of  Huxham;  according  to  circumftan- 
•ces,  opium  in  large  dofes,  may  be  likewife  tried  in 
obftinate  cafes. 

Of  the  extraordinary  fragility  of  the  bones  men- 
tioned by  fome  writers  as  proceeding  from  a  vene- 
real caufe,  I  have  never  feen  an  inftance ;  though  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  rnention  one  cafe  which,  I 
think,  may  be  referred  to  this  head :  A  man  broke 
his  tibia  by  a  fall ;  but  after  the  beft  treatment  of  the 
fracture,  and  twelve  weeks  confinement,  upon  ex- 
amination it  was  found,  that  no  calus  was  formed, 
and  the  broken  -  bone  remained  nearly  as  loofe  as  at 
firft.  After  a  clofe  inquiry  and  confultation,  the  ve- 
nereal poifon  was  fufpedted,  and  a  courfe  of  mercury 
prefcribed;  which  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  in  a  few 
pionths  after  the  patient  was  perfedily  cured, 


CHAP. 


234  ON  COMPLICATED 


CHAP.  XVII. 


On  Complicated  Venereal  Complaints,  and  fuckji^ 
have  been  fufp.eB.cd  to  he  of  the  Syphilitic  Kind. 


To  this  clafs  belong  fyphilitic  complaints,  joined 
with  fea-fcurvy,  pfora,  leprofy,  rheumatifiii,  gout, 
and  fcrophula, 

The  difeafe  called  the  Sibbens  in  Scotland,  was 
fuppofed  by  fome  to  be  a  cpmplication  of  the  vene- 
real difeafe  with  the  itch;  but  I  have  referred  it  un- 
der the  fyphilis,  efpecially  as  its  fymptoms  are  fo 
nearly  related  to  the  new  venereal  difeafe  of  Canada. 
See  Chap.  XII. 


I 


I 


Syphilis  with  feaf curvy  requires  the  ufe  of  antifcor- 
butic  and  ftrengthening  diet  or  rnedicines,  previous 
to  the  ufe  of  mercury. 

Syphilis  with  leprofy  requires  warm  baths,  the  de- 
coftum  fyphiliticum  roborans,  or  the  decodlum  cor- 
nels ulini  with  aptimonials. 

Syphilis  with  rheumatifm  is  beft  relieved  by  warm 
baths,  the  vapour  bath^  together  with  the  ufe  of  the 
flefh-brufh,  and  the  internal  ufe  of  the  decodum  lig- 
porum,  efpecially  the  decodum  of  guaiac  and  aethi- 
pps  antimonialis  of  Huxham. 

Syphilis 
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Syphilis  with  fcrophula  is  relieved  by  fea-bathing 
and  fea- water  taken  internally.  Hemlock  united  with 
the  Peruvian  bark  have  been  found  fuccefsfulin  fome 
cafes.  Ill  places  where  the  patient  has  no  accefg  to 
the  fea,  we  may  prepare  artificial  fea-water  com- 
pounded of  the  fame  conftituent  parts  as  fea-water, 
by  mixing  to  five  pints  of  water  two  ounces  and  433 
grains  of  pure  common  fait,  380  grains  of  magnefia^ 
muriata,  and  45  grains  ol  terra  calcdrea  mtriolata  or 
gypfum. 

The  Taivs  is  oiily  a  local  eXcrefcenCe  Or  external 
cutaneous  difeafe,  entirely  different  from  the  lues; 
the  cure  of  which  is  often  performed  by  nature,  with- 
out any  internal  or  external  ttiedicine,  but  may  be, 
according  to  the  obferv^tions  of  Dr.  Nooth,  accelera-j 
ted  by  lint  dipped  into  a  folution  of  blue  vitriol  in 
water,  frequently  applied  to  the  part^. 

Whether  the-       de  SiaM,  the  P^ariold  Amhoinen- 
Jts,  and  a  difeafe  nearly  fimilar  to  this  latter,  defcri- 
bed  lately  by  i>r.  Scbotte,  to  which  the  negroes  at 
Senagambia  are  fubjed,  belong  to  the  head  of  fyphi- 
litic  complairUs,  I  am  uncertain. 
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CHAP.  XVIII. 

On  Venereal  Complaints  difguifed,fuch  as  Consump- 
tion, Rheumatism,  Fevers,  8cc. 

Some  perfons  formerly  affedled  with  venereal  com- 
plaints, of  which  they  have  been  apparently  cured 
feveral  months,  nay  fometimes  feveral  years,  grow 
emaciated,  begin  to  cough,  and  are  afFeded  with 
hectic  fever,  and  other  fymptoms  which  accompany 
a  confumption  or  a  phthyfis  pulmonalis.  Thefe  com- 
plaints are  often  miftaken  and  afcribed  to  fome  other 
caufe,  and  medicines  ordered  for  the  moft  part  with- 
out any  fuccefs.  Sometimes,  hkewife,  the  diforder 
arifes  from  the  prepofterous  ufe  or  too  large  quantities 
of  mercury.  I  have  feen  feveral  inftances  where  a 
hedtic  fever  with  cough,  and  fometimes  even  with  a 
puriform  expedloration,  far  from  owing  its  origin  to 
an  ulceration  of  the  lungs,  arofe  from  a  latent  vene- 
real poifon,  without  any  other  venereal  fymptom  in 
the  body.  The  fame  has  been  obferyed  by  others; 
and  Mr  Brambilla  relates  a  cafe,  which  fhows  fuch  a 
ftriking  inftance  of  the  kind,  that  I  fhall  tranfcribe 
it  here.  An  eleduary,  he  fays,  was  prefcribed  for  a 
confumptive  man,  who  was  in  a  defperate  fituation. 
By  a  miftake  of  the  apothecary,  the  eleduary  was 
given  to  a  venereal  patient  to  rub  himfelf  with,  and 
the  mercurial  ointment,  inftead  of  the  eleduary,  was 
fent  to  the  confumptive  patient  to  take  it  internally. 
The  confumptive  man,  knowing  nothing  of  the  mif- 
take, 
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take,  took  a  quantity  of  the  ointment,  about  the  big^ 
nefs  of  a  nutmeg,  two  or  three  times  a-daj,  and  was 
effedually  cured  of  his  diforder,  to  the  no  fmall  fur- 
prife  of  his  phyfician,  who  learned  by  chance  from 
the  apothecary  the  miftdke  that  had  happened.  This 
i  miftake  was  certainly  a  very  happy  one  for  the  pa- 
tient; and  though  it  might  be  doubted  whether  the 
confumption  proceeded  from  a  venereal  caufe,  it  proved 
however  evidently  that  it  yielded  to  mercury.  I  had 
feveral  patients  of  this  kind  who  were  radically  cured 
of  confumption  by  adminiftering  to  them  nothing  but 
a  courfe  of  mercury. — The  farfaparilla  in  powder, 
from  half  an  ounce  to  an  ounce  in  a-day,  has  been 
found  ufeful  in  feveral  cafes  of  this  kind. 

Agues,  or  intermittent  fevers,  have  alfo  been  ob- 
ferved  by  Dr  Wherlhof  and  others,  either  to  be  pro- 
duced by  the  venereal  virus,  or  concomitant  with  the. 
,.  venereal  difeafe  ;  and  mercury,  combined  with  the 
bark,  has  been  given  with  fuccefs  in  thofe  cafes.  Per- 
haps fome  of  the  fevers  cured  by  Dr.  Lyfon,  with 
calomel,  have  been  of  the  fame  kind. 

j  Flying  rheumatic  pains,  ylol^ntbeadachs,  and  pain 
in  the  hip,  fometimes  originate  from  this  fourcc. 
\  The  warm  bath,  with  fome  laline  preparations  of 
,  mercury,  with  the  decodion  of  (he  ftipites  dulcama* 
,  rae,  I  have  feen  cure  diforders  of  this  kind,  which 
refilled  every  other  medicine.  Mercury,  with  the 
[  decodlion  of  daphne  mezereum,  or  of  daphne  laure- 
t  ola,  L.  has  alfo  been  recommended' as  a  very  e/Eca- 
I  cious  medicine  for  thofe  complaints. 

CHAP. 
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GHAP.  XIX. 

On  Venereal  Complaints  incurable  by  Mercury. 

I  HAVE  already  fpoken  fo  fully  concetnlng  the  nature 
and  cure  of  thefe  complaints  under  the  different  heads 
of  Venereal  Ulcers,  Exidcerated  Buboes,  Venereal  Sore 
Throat,  Difeafes  of  the  Ski?i,  Venereal  Pains,  and  ef- 
pecially  in  the  chapter  where  I  confidered  the  rea- 
fons  why  foiiie  venereal  complaints  do  not  yield  to 
mercury,  that  very  little  remains  to  be  added  here. 

I  MUST  only  obferve,  that  I  have  found  moft,  if  not  all, 
of  thefe  complaints  admit  of  great  relief,  or  even  of  a 
radical  cure;  and  that  the  great  point  for  accomplifh- 
ing  this  delirable  end,  lies  lefs  in  thefe  complaints 
themfelves,  than  in  an  exa6l  knowledge  of  their  na- 
ture.   This  certainly  requires  fometirnes  more  prac- 
tical fagacity  than  is  generally  imagined.   The  great 
objed  is,  to  diflinguifh  exadlly ;  Jifjl,  whether  thofe 
runnings,  ulcers,  cutaneous  eruptions,  pains,  &c. 
are  really  of  a  venereal  nature;  I  mean,  whether  they 
owe  their  origin  really  to  the  venereal  poifon,  or  ra- 
ther to  fome  other  caufe  widely  different ;  or,  fecondly, 
whether  they  are  the  effefls  of  mercury;  or,  what  is 
perhaps  of  the  gr^ateft  confequence,  thirdly,  whether, 
from  having  been  originally  owing  to  the  venereal 
virus,  they  now,  by  time  or  other  circumftances  with 
which  we  are  not  yet  fuffigiently  acquainted,  have 
channel  their  nature..  In  which  cafe,  inftead  of  yield- 
ing 
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ing  to  the  power  of  mercury,  they  feem  to  be  not  on- 
ly in  every  degree  exacerbated  by  that  remedy ;  but 
Likewife,  if  its  ufe  be  imprudently  infifted  on,  will  at 
laft  prove  fatal  to  the  patient.  In  proof  of  this,  I 
have  adduced,  under  the  above  mentioned  heads,  fe- 
veral  ftriking,  and,  as  I  think,  convincing  inftances. 
And  thofe  of  my  readers  who  are  particularly  inter- 
efted  in  this  fubjedl  may  find  a  good  many  more  in 
Mr.  Fabre's  Supplement  to  his  Treatife  on  the  Venereal 
Difeafe.  I  now  proceed  to  the  confideration  of  thofe 
medicines  which  I  have  hitherto  found  moil  efficaci-r 
ous  in  removing  thefe  dreadful  and  pbftinate  com- 
plaints. 

I   To  diftinguifh  complaints  ariiing  from  mercury 
From  real  venereal  ones,  great  judgment  is  often  re- 
quired. I  have  feen  patients  who  complained  of  rheu- 
=natic  pains,  pains  of  the  bones,  headachs,  fpafms  in 
iifferent  parts,  and  trembling  of  the  extremities,  &.c. 
jwing,  as  they  thought,  to  the  enormous  quantity  of 
Tiercury  they  had  taken ;  whom,  however,  after  a 
:areful  inquiry,  I  have  efFedually  cured  by  giving 
hem  more  mercury ;  becaufe  I  found  that  the  ob- 
Unacy  of  their  prefent  complaints,  though  really  ve- 
lereal,  was  owing  to  an  improper  preparation  of  mer- 
;ury  made  ufe  of,  or  to  a  proper  preparation  impro- 
perly adminiftered ;  which  being  evacuated  by  ftool, 
■ilivation,  or  immoderate  fweats,  as  faft  as  it  was  given, 
■lereby,  though  taken  for  a  great  length  of  time,  and 
HI  confiderable  quantities,  could  never  exert  its  pro- 
Her  effect  upon  the  poifon  lodged  in  the  body. 

■  Diseases  are  often  incurable  by  mercury,  on  ac- 

■  count 
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count  of  their  miftaken  nature.  I  have  obferved  a- 
bove,  that  claps,  ulcers,  and  buboes,  may,  and  do  of- 
ten arife  from  a  ,caufe  very  different  from  the  vene- 
real; and  that,  in  this  cafe,  they  are  not  unfrequently 
miftaken  by  fuperficial  praftitioners  for  venereal  com- 
plaints, where  there  never  was  as  much  as  a  fhadow 
of  any  fyphilitic  poifon  in  the  cafe.  It  is,  therefore, 
no  wonder,  that  they  find,  in  fuch  inftances,  all  the 
mercurial  preparations,  tried  often  one  after  the  o- 
ther,  prove,  if  not  hurtful  or  fatal,  at  leaft  perfectly 
ufelefs  to  the  patient.  I  have  mentioned  under  the 
different  heads,  how  thofe  complaints  are  to  be  dif- 
tinguifhed  and  treated;  and  therefore  find  it  fuper- 
fluous  to  repeat  any  thing  further  about  them. 

There  are  difeafes  which  arife  from  ill-treated  claps 
,cr  gleets,  and  prove  obftinate  and  incurable  till  v/e 
bring  on  a  running.  In  thofe  cafes,  where  the  dif- 
eafe  is  not  of  a  venereal  nature,  but  owing,  as  is  not 
yinfrequent,  to  the  effe£ls  of  mercury,  inftead  of  fol- 
lowing the  general  routine  of  pradlice,  to  give  new 
mercurial  preparations,  after  two  or  more  of  them 
have  been  already  tried  in  vain,  we  muft  endeavour 
to  counteract  and  deftroy  thofe  effedls.  This  is  moft 
effectually  done  by  the  internal  ufe  of  purified  ful- 
phur,  commonly  called  flowers  of  fulphur,  and  by  re- 
peated warm  baths,  and  flannel  drefs,  taking  at  the 
fame  time  proper  care  to  keep  up  the  vigour  and 
ftren,':^th  of  the  body  by  a  goodnourifliing  diet,  wine, 
and  ftrengthening  medicines,  if  required.  The  ful- 
phur of  antimony,  with  the  refin  of  guaicum  along 
with  the  warm  bath,  will,  in  thefe  inftances,  be  cf- 

pecially 
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pecially  ufeful,  where  the  fyraptoms  have  been  brpught 
on  by  catching  cold.  ^ 

Those  complaints  which  are  neither  owing  to  the 
venereal  virus  nor  to  the  efFedts  of  mercury,  but 
which,  though  originally  venereal  in  the  begin ningj 
having  by  time,  by  the  ufe  of  mercury,  and  other 
circumftances,  changed  their  nature,  refift  now  the 
one  as  well  as  the  other  of  the  methods  juft  before 
recommended.  In  thefe  cafes,  it  is  often  beft  to 
leave  off  for  a  time  all  medicines  whatever:  change 
the  low  diet  for  an  invigorating  and  ftrengthening 
one,  and  the  confined  air  of  a  town-room  for  the 
healthy  country  air,  efpecially  at  the  fea-fide.  If 
medicines  are  to  be  given,  the  tonics  or  ftrengthen- 
ing ones  are  thofe  from  which  we  have  moft  to  ex- 
pedl.  Under  this  clafs  I  principally  reckon  antimo- 
nials,  and  more  efpecially,  in  the  cafes  alluded  to, 
chalybeates.  But,  when  fpeaking  of  the  ufe  of  thofe 
medicines,  I  would  not  be  underftood  to  prefcribe 
them  in  the  quantity  of  a  few  grains  as  ufually  given, 
but  in  much  larger  dofes.  The  preparations  I  gene- 
rally make  ufe  of  are,  the  crude  antimony,  the  eethi- 
ops  martiahs,  and  more  efpecially  a  tinfture  made 
of  iron  and  vitriohc  ether.  Of  thefe  I  adminifter 
fuch  dofes  as  the  conftitution  of  the  patient  will  bear, 
either  alone  or  united,  according  to  circumftances, 
with  the  decodions  of  farfaparilla,  the  Peruvian  bark, 
or  walnuts.  The  fulphur  of  antimony,  united  with 
the  extraft  of  hemlock,  will  be  fomeifcimes  very  fer- 
viceable,  alone  or  with  a  decoction  of  farfaparilla  with 
the  mezereum  root,  and  the  ufe  of  warm  baths.  Some- 
times the  cold  bath,  and  efpecially  batHing  in  the 

H  h  fea, 
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fea,  will  greatly  contribute  to  the  efFedl  of  the  above 
medicines. 

From  the  decodlunl  Luiitanicum  I  have  feen,  irt 
feveral  inftanpes,  evident  good  effedls.  But  of  all 
the  remedies  hitherto  recommended  for  venereal 
complaints  incurable  by  mercury,  I  have  feen  none 
equal  to  a  decodlion  made  ufe  of  by  Dr.  Paullini,  phy- 
fician  at  Laybach  in  Carnioha.  With  this  decoction, 
the  moft  malignant  and  obftinate  ulcers,  cutaneous 
diforders,  tophus,  caries,  pains  of  the  bones  and  othet 
parts  of  the  body,  arifing  from  a  venereal-caufe,  which 
refilled  the  powc'r  of  all  other  medicines  prefcribed 
by  different  phyficians  in  different  climates,  have 
been  effedtually  cured ;  and  what  is  flill  more  rcr 
markabk,  for  the  moil  part,  in  a  very  fliort  fpace  of 
time.  It  is,  however,  much  to  be  regretted  that  this- 
remedy  cannot  become  of  more  general  ufe,  nobody 
having  been  hitherto  able  to  prevail  upon  him  to' 
make  it  public . 
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CHAP.  XX. 

Of  the  Reafons  why  certain  Venereal  Complaints  do 
not  yield  to  Mercury. 

The  reafons  pradical  obfervations  have  fuggefled  to 
me  why  mercury  fometimes  fails  in  curing  venereal 
complaints,  depend  on  the  following  caufes;  viz. 
I.  On  mercury  and  its  preparations.  i.  On  the  method 
of  ^hibiting  the  fame,  internally  as  well  as  exter- 
nally. 3.  On  the  greater  or  lefs  irritability  or  con- 
ftitutional  ftrength  of  the  patient,  or  fome  faults  com- 
mited  by  the  fame.  4.  On  the  nature  of  the  difeafe 
itfelf.  1  fhall  treat  pf  them  in  order. 

Concerning  the  fffl  and  fecond  -point:  Since  theufe 
of  mercurial  ointment  in  fric^tions,  the  firft  and  only 
method  made  ufe  of  in  the  fixteenth  century,  fe- 
veral  other  preparations,  both  for  internal  and  exter- 
nal ufe,  have  been  difcovered  and  tried,  with  a  view 
to  cure  venereal  complaints  which  would  not  yield 
to  fuiclions,  or  to  remove  the  difeafe  more  fpeedily,  or 
in  a  more  convenient  manner.  I  fhall  avoid  making 
here  any  refleclions.on  the  preference  which  eitheir 
of  thofe  methods  may  claim  over  the  reft;  and  fhall 
here  confine  myfelf  entirely  to  the  reafons  why  mer- 
curial fridions,  as  well  as  other  preparations  of  mer- 
cury, fometimes  prove  ineffeclual  for  removing  fome 
venereal  complaints,  having  offered  the  neccffary  ob- 
fervations on  thefe  preparations  before, 
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I  HAVE  leen  a  variety  of  perfons  afFedled  with  gleets, 
fliankers,  pains  and  caries  of  the  bones,  cutaneous 
eruptions,  herpes,  ulcerations  of  the  nofe,  tliroat, 
8cc.,condylomatous  or  verrucous  excrefcences  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  body,  but  efpecially  about  the  anus 
and  pudenda,  which  feemed  obftinately  to  refift  the 
effefls  of  mercury;  and  which,  fo  far  from  being  re- 
moved by  a  copious  and  difagreeable  falivation,  were 
rather  increafed  by  it,  and,  when  removed,  often  re- 
turned again  fnortly  afterwards. 

After  a  careful  inquiry,  I  found  that  the  cgufes 
cf  this  difficulty  are  frequently  to  be  fought  for  in  the 
medicine  itfelf;  being  owing,  either,  i/?,  To  its  be- 
ing badly  prepared,  or  ill  fitted  for  curing  the  dif- 
eafe.  idly.  To  its  not  having  been  given  in  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity,  or  continued  for  a  fufficient  length  of 
time.  And,  ^dly.  To  its  being  adminiftered  in  too 
great  a  quantity,  and  by  that  means  exciting  a  fali- 
vation, Rveats,  and  purging,  without  deftroying  the 
vcijiereal  virus  in  the  body. 

The  great  point  in  curing  the  venereal  difeafe  by 
means  of  mercury,  being  to  introduce  fuch  a  quan- 
tity of  it  into  the  habit  as  fliall  be  fufficient  totally  to 
eradicate  the  venereal  poifon,  it  is  evident  that  me- 
dicines unfkilfuUy  or  neghgently  prepared,  may  have 
the  worft  eLffefts,  or  no  effea  at  all.  Thus,  for  exam-i 
pie,  if  fublimate  be  mixed  with  arfenic,  in  order  to, 
render  it  whiter,  an4  give  it  a  better  appearance,  or, 
if  mercury  be  combined  with  fubftances  incapable,  o 
holding  it  fufpended,  or  if,  when  made  into  pills,  it 
-be  not^'fufficiently  triturated,  fo  as  to  be  equally  di- 
vided its  eflec^s  cannot  be  but  precarious.  In  the 
'  lattet 
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latter  cafe,  one  pill  may  contain  three  or  more  grains 
of  mercury,  and  another  only  one  grain,  or  perhaps 
none  at  all;  and  when  this  is  the  cafe,  the  latter  will 
have  no  effect,  while  from  the  former,  the  patient  may 
experience  a  violent  griping,  purging,  &c. 

Here  we  may  obferve,  that  a  mercurial  prepara- 
tion is  always  ill  fitted  for  the  purpofe,  whenever  it 
is  incapable  of  entering  into  the  habit,  or  if,  when  it 
has  entered  the  circulation,  it  excites  a  falivation  be- 
fore it  has  deftroyed  the  virus:  for  it  is  erroneous  to 
believ^e,  as  I  mentioned  above,  that  by  a  falivation 
all  the  poifon  is  carried  off,  and  the  difeafe  by  that 
means  radically  cured,  juft  the  contrary  to  this  being 
often  the  cafe.  It  is  true,  that  if  a  falivation  is  brought 
on,  the  patient  will  often  find  all  his  fymptoms  dif- 
appear,  and  of  courfe  be  induced  to  think  himfelf 
cured ;  but  fome  months,  nay  fometimes  only  a  few 
weeks  afterwards,  the  complaints  in  many  cafes  will 
return  again  with  increafed  violence.  I  do  not  deny, 
however,  but  that  the  difeafe,  efpecially  if  flighty 
may  by  this  means  be  radically  cured :  but  I  main- 
tain, from  repeated  obfervations  in  private  as  well  as 
hofpital  practice,  that  the  praditioner  can  never  be 
certain  of  a  real  cure;  and  of  courfe,  that  the  cures 
effecledby  falivation  are  not  only  doubtful,  but  often- 
times altogether  ineffectual.  But  upon  this  fubjedl  I 
have  already  fpoken  more  fully  in  the  foregoing 
chapter. 

The  principal  remark  to  be  made  here  is,  that  to 
cure  the  lues  well  and  radically,  no  praftifioner  who 
has  the  welfare  of  his  patients  at  heart,  and  who  does 
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not  chuie  to  adminifter  his  medicines  at  random,  will 
€ver  make  life  of  any  mercurial  preparation  or  com- 
pofition  which  he  has  not  prepared  for  himfelf,  or,  at 
ieaft,  taken  care  to  fee  the  fame  prepared  by  fomeper- 
fon  on  whofe  integrity  and  care  he  can  rely.  The 
repeated  difappointments  I  have  experienced  myfelf, 
and  which  I  have  feen  happen  to  others,  have  ren- 
dered me  fcrupuioLifly  exaft  on  this  head. 

We  fhould  likewife  be  careful  not  to  make  ufe  of 
mercurials  combined  with  medicines,  which  may  ren- 
der the  former  lefs  efScacious;  becaufe  they  not  only 
difappoint  us,  but  often  render  the  cure  more  tedious 
and  precarious.  I  have  feen  repeated  inftances  of 
this  with  Plummer's  pills ;  and  have  heard  the  fame 
remark  made  by  other  attentive  and  eminent  practi- 
tioners. 

We  ought  never  to  give  acrid  preparations  of  merr 
cury  when  we  can  effeft  a  cure  with  mild  ones.  The 
dreadful  efieds  I  have  repeatedly  been  an  eye-wit- 
iiefs  to,  from  remedies  of  this  fort,  cfpeciaUy  from 
the  corrolive  fublimate,  obhge  me  to  inculcate  this 
caution  with  the  greater  warmth.  The  conftant  ef- 
fedls  of  fuch  acrid  compofitions,  efpecially  in  dehcate 
habits,  are  pains  in  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  lofs  of 
appetite,  violent  gripings,  diarrhoeas,  and  fometimes 
dangerous  cholics ;  or,  if  they  enter  into  the  mafs, 
they  excite  fpitting  of  blood,  convulfions,  nervous 
fevers,  and  other  complaints,  more  baneful  even  than 
the  difeafe  they  were  intended  for  to  eradicate;  or 
elfe  they  will  perhaps  excite  a  falivation,  and  of  courfe 
prevent  from  being  continued  to  complete  the  cure. 

If 
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If  we  fometimes  adminifter  them,  as  may  now  and 
then  be  requifite  in  cutaneous  or  deep-feated  vene- 
real Gomplaints,  we  Ihould  carefully  confider  the  ha- 
bit of  the  patient;  and  if  that  appears  to  admit  of 
them,  begin  with  very  fmall  dofes,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  above-mentioned  fymptoms,  particularly  the  diar- 
rhoea; for  when  that  takes  place,  the  mercury,  in- 
Head  of  entering  into  the  mafs,  will  be  carried  off  by 
ftool,  and  of  courfe  occafion  trouble  and  pain  to  the 
patient,  without  affording  him  any  rehef.  In  ge- 
neral, therefore,  we  fliould  be  careful  in  the  choice 
$nd  adminiftration  of  mercurial  preparations :  we 
fliould  find  out,  in  every  cafe,  that  preparation  which 
feems  beft  to  agree^  with  the  conftitution,  and  neveir 
infift  obflinately  on  the  ufe  of  a  preparation  or  dofe 
v/hich  excites  bad  fymptoms  in  the  body :  we  fhould 
not  imitate  the  example  of  thofe  quacks  whofe  know- 
ledge confifls  entirely  in  a  noflrum,  which  they  give 
indifcrirainately  to  all  their  patients,  for  every  kind 
of  venereal  complaint,  and  pronounce  their  patients 
cured  as  foon  as  the  fymptoins  of  the  diforder  have 
difappeared;  to  which  affertion,  credit  is  the  more 
readily  given,  as  moft  young  men  diflike  to  be  con- 
ftrained  or  confined  to  a  courfe  of  medicines  for 
length  of  time.  Thus  they  will  now  and  then  cure 
a  patient;  but  in  the  mean  time  ruin  the  conftitution 
of  many,  and  commonly  render  the  difeafe  more  ob- 
ftinate  and  inveterate  for  the  future.  The  poifon  In- 
deed remains  latent  for  weeks,  months,  or  fornetimes 
even  for  years:  but  then  it  breaks  out  with  redoubled 
rage  and  violence,  and  not  unfrequently  produces 
fymptoms  and  difeafes,  the  nature  of  which,  efpc- 
cially  in  women,  we  mull  only  guefs,  and  which,  in 
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that  ftate,  fometimes  baffle  the  fkill  of  the  mofl  able 
phyiician ;  for,  venereal  complaints,  the  older  they 
are,  the  more  obftinate  they  prove  againft  the  power 
of  mercury. 

I  COME  now  to  the  third -pomt,  why  mercury  proves 
tinfuccefsful  in  curing  the  lues,  viz.  on  account  of 
the  conftitution  of  the  patient,  &c.  We  fometimes 
meet  with  patients,  efpecially  among  the  female  fex, 
or  fuch  as  have  taken  meircury  for  former  venereal 
complaints,  whofe  conftitution  is  now  fo  irritable, 
^  that  after  the  adminiftration  of  a  few  grains  or  a  few 
frictions,  they  are  either  affected  with  a  nervous  fe- 
ver, fpafms,  headach,  or  they  very  readily  fall  into 
a  falivation  on  the  fecond  or  third  day.  In  thefe 
conftitutions  we  ought  to  be  pecuharly  careful  to  find 
out  the  preparation  and  dofe  beft  adapted  to  chem. 
The  Peruvian  bark,-  or  fome  other  vegetable  tonic, 
is  here  fometimes  adminiitered  with  mercury  to  great 
advantage.  By  the  negledt  of  thefe  precautions  many 
patients  of  this.kind  will  be  fufFerers  for  life,  without 
ever  being  cured  radically.  There  is  one  remark  to 
be  made  here,  to  which  in  general  little  attention  has 
been  hitherto  paid.  Molt  writers  and  pra6titioners 
confine  their  venereal  patients  under  a  mercurial 
/  -courfe,  without  any  diftindtion  to  a  low  diet,  as  well 
with  regard  to  eating  as  drinking.  This  rule  is,  how- 
ever, a  very  improper  one  when  generally  applied. 
Such  a  diet  will  be  very  proper  for  ftrong,  vigorous 
conftitutions;  but  for  weak,  delicate,  or  irritable 
ones,  it  is  fometimes  highly  improper.  A  full  diet, 
with  the  mod'erate  ufe  of  wine,  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  themj  otherwife  mercury  will  produce  no  effects 

upon 
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upon  the  poifon,  though  very  difagreeable  ones  upon 
the  conftitution.  Tlie  warm  bath  will  fometinies 
much  affift  in  thefe  cafes.  Nature  readily  co-operates 
with  mercury  in  fome  conftitutions :  whereas  in  others 
it  does  but  little,  or  afls  flowly,  and  with  difficulty. 
But  befides  this  peculiarity  in  the  conftitution,  we 
often  obferve,  that  patients  render  their  complaints 
complicated  and  obftinate,  by  attempting  to  cure 
thehifelves,  or  by  applying  to  quacks,  or  unlkilful  per- 
fons  in  the  art  of  healing.  They  frequently  alfo  hurt 
themfclrcs  by  negledt  of  diet,  or  by  not  making  ufe 
of  the  medicines  in  the  manner  prefcribed,  or  by  not 
continuing  the  fame  long  enough,  but  leaving  off  as 
foon  as  the  fymptoms  difappcar,  by  expofing  them- 
felves  imprudently  to  the  damp  and  cold  atmofphere, 
efpecially  at  night ;  or  when  they  grow  impatient  and 
inconftant,  going  from  one  phyfician  to  another,  or 
making  ufe  for  fome  days  or  weeks  of  one  medicine 
and  then  of  another.  By  all  thefe  different  circum- 
ftances,  venereal  complaints  are  often  rendered  ex- 
tremely obftinate. 

Mercury  likewife  fometimes  fails,  when  the  pa- 
tient, by  a  previous  large  or  imprudent  ufe  of  mercury, 
can  hardly  bear  a  few  grains  or  a  few  fridions  with- 
out falivation :  in  this  cafe,  if  we  leave  off"  the  ufe  bf 
mercury,  our  patient  will  not  get  rid  of  his  diforder; 
and  if  we  continue  it,  we  arc  furc  to  bring  on  a  trou- 
blefome  ptyalifm,  which  will  laft  fometimes  for  weeks 
or  months,  expefing  the  patient  to  dangerous  con- 
fequences,  and  often  leaving  the  principal  diforder 
uncured.    What  ought  to  be  done  in  thefe  circum- 
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fiances,  I  have  hinted  in  fevctal  places  of  the  forego- 
ing chapters. 

But  we  are,  fourthly,  by  far  more  frequently  dif- 
appointed  in-our  expedlations  from  mercury,  by  mif- 
taking  the  nature  of  the  diforder,  by  judging  thofe 
complaints  venereal  which  never  were  venereal,  or 
which  often  are  owing  either  to  the  efFe6ls  of  mercury, 
or  to  a  ftate  of  the  diforder,  which,  though  originally 
arifing  from  the  venereal  virus,  has  degenerated,  ei- 
ther by  time  or  other  caufes,  into  a  difeafe  of  a  quite 
different  nature,  for  which  mercury  is  not  only  no 
antidote,  but  a  real  poifon.  Of  thefe  complaints  we 
have  fpdken  already,  and  fhall  have  occafion  to  fpeak 
further  hereafter. 
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CHAP.  XXI. 

On  different  other  Remedies,  hejides  Mercury,  recom- 
itiended  for  curing  the  Lue?. 

Besides  the  mercurial  fridlions,  the  fumigations,  and 
the  internal  ufe  of  the  different  mercurial  prepara- 
tions, a  variety  of  other  medicines  has  been  recom- 
mended, either  to  cure  the  different  venereal  com- 
plaints without  mercury,  or  to  aliift  mercury  in  its 
operation ;  and  as  there  are  inftances  where  the  mer- 
cury f^ils,  or  where  patients  by  its  ufe  are  cxpofed  to 
difagreeable  confequences,  a  remedy  has  long  been 
fought  for,  which,  without  having  any  of  the  noxi- 
ous qualities  gf  mercury,  might  have  all  its  powerful 
and  gqod  ones. — Moft  of  the  quack  medicines,  fold 
and  praifed  as  preparations  from  the  vegetable  kingr 
dom  for  this  purpofe,  i  have  been  at  pains  to  analyze, 
and  have  found  them  generally  to  be  nothing  but 
one  or  other  mercurial  preparation  difguifed^ 

Several  remedies  have  been  recommended  as  fac- 
cedaneums  for  mercury  for  the  cure  of  the  venereal 
difeafe,  which  have  been  made  ufe  of  for  this  purpofe, 
we  are  told,  with  fuccefs,  before  or  fince  mercury 
was  introduced.  Some,  we  arc  credibly  informed, 
are  even  at  tliis  time  adually  employed  with  the  beft 
effed,  in  South  as  well  as  in  North- America,  for  cu- 
ring the  venereal  difeafe  radically  without  mercury- 
Such  of  them  as  I  have  feen  made  ufe  of  for  the  fame 
purpofe  in  Europe,  have  generally  failed;  and  i  have 
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never  fe^en  yet  one  inflance  of  a  confirmed  pox  radi- 
cally cured  without  mercury.    Some  of  them,  how- 
ever, are  worthy  of  our  attention,  and  certainly  de- 
ferve  a  fairer  trial  than  has  hitherto  been  beflowedfon 
them,  in  order  to  afcertain  their  power,  efpeciallyfuch 
as  are  recommended  by  men  of  knowledge  and  ob- 
fervation.    The  root  of  the  Lobelia  fyphilitica,  with' 
which,  as  we  are  intruded  by  X)r.  Kalm,  and  after- 
wards more  exactly  by  Mr.  Bartiam*,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  North  America  cure  the  venereal  difeafe 
as  efFedlually  and  radically  as  we  do  with  mercury. 
They  take  a  handful  of  the  frefli,  or  (which  he  fays 
is  better)  dried  plant;  they  wafh  it,  and  boil  it  in  a 
gallon  and  a  half  of  water;  of  which  decodlion  the 
patient  drinks  every  day,  if  his  conftitution  will  fuf- 
fer  it,  a  quart  in  the  beginning,  gradually  augmen- 
ting the  dofe,  till  he  can  no  longer  bear  the  purging 
excited  by  it;  then  he  leaves  it  off  for  a  ^ay  or  two, 
and,  if  neceflary,  continues  it  again  till  he  finds  him- 
felf  perfedly  well,  which  is  for  the  moft  part  in  a 
fortnight.    If  there  are  any  external  diforders,  they 
wafh  the  affected  parts  with  the  fame  decodlion. — If 
the  difeafe  is  very  obflinate,  they  mix  with  the  lobe- 
lia, the  root  of  the  Ranunculus  abortivus,  but  in  a 

fmall 

*  The  latter  author  advifes  the  patient  to  take  twogilli  of  this 
decGdlion  three  times  a-day  on  an  empty  flomach,  and  augment 
the  dofe  according  to  the  ftrength  of  the  patient,  making  ufe  of 
warm  baths,  and  a  proper  diet  at  the  fame  time.  Care  fliould  be 
taken  not  to  make  ufe  of  the  lobelia  longiflora  inftead  of  the 
lobelia  fyphilitica,  the  former  being  of  a  much  more  acrid  nature 
tjian  the  latter. — In  fomc  parts  of  Italy  it  is  even  now  a  law  of 
government,  not  to  make  ufe  of  mercury  In  hofpitals  for  curirjy 
the  venereal  difeafe. 
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imall  quantitj  on  account  of  its  acrimony.  In  ordeif 
to  heal  up  the  venereal  ulcers,  they  dry  the  root  of 
Geum  n'lvak,  and  fprinkle  its  powder  upon  them. 
They  alfo  cure  deep  and  putrid  ulcers,  by  the  exter- 
nal ufe  of  the  powder  of  the  interior  bark  of  the  Cea-r 
nothus  Americanus.  A  decoction  of  the  ftipites  of  the 
Solamim  dulcamara,  or  of  the.  root  of  the  Daphne  me- 
zereum,  or  Daphne  laureola,  and  more  efpecially  the 
powder  of  Sarfaparilla  in  large  dofes,  have  been  of 
late  much  recommended  in  obftinate  venereal  com- 
plaints; but  how  far  their  operation  fucceeds  without 
the  previous  ufe  of  mercury,  is  not  yet  afcertain- 
ed. 

In  South  America,  and  in  the  Weft  Indies,  the 
decodion  of  the  woods  of  guaiac,  faflafras,  &c.  is 
praifed  as  a  remedy,  with  which  alone  the  moft  con- 
firmed lues  may  be  eafily  cured.  It  may  be  that  ve- 
nereal complaints  are  thereby  removed  between  the 
tropics,  and  in  the  warmer  chmates  of  our  globe;  but 
in  Europe  I  have  never  feen  one  cafe  where  they  ef- 
feded  a  radical  cure;  but  fometimes  rather  prove 
hurtful,  producing  profufe  fweats,  h^moptyfis,  con- 
fumptions,  &c.  efpecially  in  dehcate  and  thin  habits. 
— Several  comphc^ted  prefcriptions  are  made  ufe  of, 
and  greatly  praifed,  though  generally  kept  fecret, 
fome  of  which  I  have  inferted  at  the  end  of  this  Trea- 
tife  in  the  formulas. 

My  friend  Dr.  Wintrel,  Pi  ofefibr  of  Botany  at  Buda 
in  Hungary,  difcovered  lately,  that  t1ie  inhabitants 
in  the  confines  of  Turkey  cured  themfelvcs  of  the 
lues  in  all  its  ftagcs  by  a  decoftion  of  the  Aflragalus 

cxfcapus. — 
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exfcapTis. — The  infpiffated  juice  of  the  Papaver  Jhm^ 
nifenim,  known  under  the  name  of  Opium,  by  fuc- 
ceffive  increafed  dofes  from  one  to  twelve  or  fixteen 
grains  in  a-day,  firft  propofed  for  a  trial  hy  Dr.  Nootb^ 
as  I  mentioned  above,  has  proved  very  fuccefsful  in 
the  Great  Military  Hofpital  at  New  York.  But  how 
far  all  thefe  medicines,  as  I  faid  juft  before,  do  or  may 
fucceed  without  mercury,  I  am  not  able  to  decide. 
So  much  it  feems  to  be  certain,  that  the  lues  is  in 
general  much  eafier  cured  in  warm  climates,  when 
properly  treated,  than  in  cold  ones.  A  decoction  of 
the  bark  oi  Prmms  Padus  has  been  lately  found  very 
efficacious,  efpecially  when  joined  with  the  ufe  of 
mercury,  in  many  violent  and  inveterate  venereal 
complaints,  by  Dr.  Biornlund,  Phyfician  in  Sweden  ^ 
and  an  account  of  them  has  been  inferted  in  the  Swe-? 
^illi  Philofophical  Tranfaelions  for  1784. 

White  arfenic  mixed  with  the  powder  of  the  root 
and  berries  of  the  Solanum  lethate,  one  grain  of  the 
former  to  thirty-nine  grains  of  the  latter,  have  been 
of  late  found  very  ufeful  in  obftinate  phagedenic  ul- 
cers, attended  with  fungous  flefh  and  callous  edges, 
by  Dr.  Riijh,  ProfelTor  of  Chemiftry  at  Philadelphia  ^ 
he  alio  recommends  a  weak  folution  of  white  arfenic 
in  boiling  water  for  the  fame  purpofe.  And  Mr. 
Blizard  has  publifiied  lately  in  London  fbme  PracliT 
cal  Obfervations,  where  he  employed  emetic  tartar 
in  powder,  fprinkled  upon  phagedenic  ulcers,  with 
great  fuccefs  ;  the  acrid  ichorous  difcharge  being 
thereby  changed  into  mild  pus,  the  ulcers  foon  put 
on  a  good  appearance,  and  healed  up. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP  XXII. 

Obser^a.tions  o?i  fome  dangerous  or  u?ihappy  Prejudt" 
ces  generally  prevailing  about  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

It  is  an  oJ)iniori  imbibed  by  fome  patients,  that  the 
venereal  poifon,  when  once  abforbed  into  the  fyllem, 
can  by  no  means  be  totally  eradicated ;  confequently 
they  believe,  that  a  perfon  who  is  once  thoroughly 
infected,  can  never  look  upon  himfelf  as  radically 
cured.  This  opinion,  befides  its  abfurdity,  renders 
thofe  who  entertain  it  very  unhappy.  I  have  feen 
frequent  inftanccs,  in  the  female  fex  efpecially,  where 
fuch  patients  led  a  moft  miferable  and  melancholy 
life,  notwithftanding  every  thing  the  phyfician  could 
fay  to  the  contr-ary.  The  leaft  lhadow  of  a  l^adach, 
a  rheumatic  pain,  or  the  fmalleft  pimple  upon  the 
Ikih,  were  by  fuch  patients  accounted  certain  prooft 
of  the  poifon  lurking  in  the  mafs,  and  about  to  pro- 
duce the  mod  direful  effedts.  Thefe  patients  are  real 
objeds  of  companion;  wc  ought  to  bellow  fome  time 
for  inquiry,  and  pay  the  mofh  careful  attention  to- 
wards them;  for  indeed  we  can  hardly  think  of  a 
greater  degree  of  mifery  than  to  be  perpetually  haunt- 
ed with  fuch  an  imagination.  If,  therefore,  after 
our  mod  careful  inquiry,  we  find  no  fymptoms  of  a 
venereal  kind  remaining,  we  fhouid  endeavour  to  cor- 
red:  their  prejudice,  by  fetting  before  them  the  ex- 
amples of  others  of  their  acquaintance,  or,  if  circum- 
ftances  admit,  of  thole  of  our  own,  who  have  been 
affeded  as  much  as  thcmfelves,  or  perhaps  much 
tnpre,  and  who  now,  perhaps,  after  a  great  number 
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of  years,  enjoy  the  moft  perfecl  ftate  of  health,  are 
married,  and  have  healthy  and  fine  children. 

'  The  fame  attention  we  ought  to  pay  to  thofe  who 
imagine,  that  if  mercury  is  once  taken  for  the  cure 
of  the  lues,  it  will  not  fo  effedlually  cure  it  a  fecond 
time.  Thefe  prejudices  are  moft  frequently  found 
among  the  women,  though  fometimes  alfo  men  of  a 
melancholic  conftitution  will  be  influenced  by  them ; 
but  there  is  another  prejudice  of  which  I  am  now.  to 
fpeak,  which  is  not  only  abfurd  but  criminal,  and 
dcferves  a  moft  fevere  punifhment  from  the  magiftrate 
wherever  it  can  be  proved.  It  exifts  only  among 
fome  young  men  of  a  loofe  charader,  and  dilTolute 
and  brutal  manner  of  thinking.  With  thefe  wretches 
it  is  an  opinion,  that  the  beft  method  to  get  rid  of  a 
clap"  is  ^coition  with  one  or  more  healthy  women;  and 
in  this  manner  I  have  feen  venereal  complaints  pro- 
pagated, in  the  courfe  of  a- few  days,  to  ten  or  twelve 
healthy  perfons,  who  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  in 
with  thofe  wretches,  or  with  the  objects  of  their  bru- 
tality and  cruelty.  The  abfurdity  of  this  notion  is 
evident  to  every  perfon  of  common  fenfe,  who  has 
the  leaft  knowledge  of  the  nature  and  feat  of  the  dif- 
eafe;  and  where  this  pradice  arifes  merely  from  pre- 
judice, the  flighteft  information  will  be  fufficient  to 
remove  it.  But  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  the  caufe  mav 
frequently  lie  deeper  in  the  heart  of  thefe  perfons : 
and  that  this  abominable  pradice  proceeds  from  ma- 
lignity, or  from  a  mean  and  low  difpofition  to  revenge 
themfelvcs  upon  innocent  perfons,  becaufe  in  their 
imprudence  or  drunkennefs  they  themfelves  had  be- 
come the  dupes  of  others. 

Pbnr- 
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So  modern  'Pothecaries,  taught  the  art 
■By  Doftors  bills,  to  play  the  Do<ftor,s  part; 
Bold  in  the  praftice  of  millaken  rules, 
Prefcribc,  apply,  and  call  their  mafteri  fools. 

Garth's  Bifpenfary. 


LECTOR  I. 


En  fpecimen  Pharmacopqeiag  Syphilitica,  complec- 
tens  medicamenta  pleraque,  fi  iion  omnia,  tam  fimpli- 
cia  quam  compofita,  ad  curandos  morbos  fypliiliticos 
hodie  adhibita.  Nomina  plantarum  et  prasparatorum 
chemicorum  antiqua,  minus  congrua,  im  propria,  aut 
falfam  penitus  rei  ideam  fuggerentia,  confufione  fer- 
tilia,  .genio  feculi  indigna  expunxi,  mutavi.  Cur 
enim  Gallimachiam  nominum  chemicorum  veterem 
retineas,  dum  exadior  corporum  analyfis,  ac  nomen- 
datura  Bergmani  rei  veritati  magis  congrua  fuppe- 
ditat  ?  Cur  nomina  plantarum  pharmaceutica  vaga 
adhibeas,  dum  nomen  fyftematicum  Linnaei,  ad  quern 
pro  jufta  plantae  defcriptione  femper  requrras,  in 
promptu  habes  ?  MemoriiE  tyronum  hoc  modo  asque 
ac  tuae  parceres,  et  pofteritati  (fiquidem  liber  tuus 
ab  ea  Icgi  meretur)  prodefles,  difficultatem  removen- 
do,  qua  tu  quidem  /legendo  veteres  praecipue,  et  con 
rare  etiam  recentiores,  continuo  premeris.  Si  Hip- 
pocrates, li  alii  poft  eum  in  mcdicina  fcriptores  id 
obfervaflent,  id  obfervare  potuiflent,  fciremus  hodie, 
quid  ille  fub  fuo  Helleboro,  quid  aUi  fub  plantis  fuis 
aut  preparatis  chemicis  faepe  adeo,  nec  forfan  immer- 
to,  laudatis  intcUexerint. 


I.  SIM- 


I.   S  I  M  P  L  I  C  I  A. 


Ex  regno  Vegetahili^ 

AcoNiTUM  Napellus  (Hciba,  extraftuiii) 

Offic.  Aconitum ;  Anglis,   Wolfsbane',  Gc'rmanis,  Blauef 
Sturmbut;  Gallis,  Chaperon  de  Moine. 

Anemone  Pratensis  (Herba  extra6lum). 

A.  Windjlovjcr i  Ge.  Windblume  i  Q.  Paffefleurs. 

Arctium  Lappa  (Radix). 

Off.  Bardana ;  A.  Burdock-root ,  Ge»  KleUenimr%el ;  G. 
Bardane. 

Astragalus  EbcscAPUS  (Radix).  . 

Atropa  Mandragora  (Radix). 

.   Off.  Mandragora ;  A.  Mandrake-^  Ge.  Alraun'y  G.  Man- 
drdgore. 

BalSAMUM  CANADEt^SiE,  CX  PiNU  BaLSAMEA.  . 

A.  Canada  Balfam. 

BaLSAMUM  CoPAIViE,  ex  COPAIFERA  OFFICINALl. 

A.  Balfam  of  Ctpaiva;  Ge.  Copaiva  Balfam }  G.  Baume  Cvr 
paive. 

Balsamum  Peruvianum,  ex  Myroxylo  Balsamifera. 

A.  Balfam  of  Peru  i  Ge.  Peruvian  fcher  Balfam  ;  G.  Baume 
de  Perou.  \ 

Cannabis  Sativa  (Semina). 

A.  Hempfeed }  Ge.  Hanfsaamen  ;  G.  Sementes  du  Chauvrc, 


Ceanothus  Americanos  (Cortex  Interior  j  Radix). 
A  New  "jerfey  Tea;  Ge.  Ceanothus^ 

K  k  2  Cinchona 
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Cinchona  Officiwalis  (Cortex). 

0?i.  Cortex  Per uvianus;  A.  Peruvian  Bark  ;  Gt.  Fiberrinde i 
G.  KinUna, 

Clematis  Recta  (Folia). 

OS.  F/emmula  Jpvis  ;  A.  Upright  Lady-bower  i  Ge.  Wd/d- 
rebe  ;  G.  Clematite. 

CoNiuM  Maculatum  (Hcrba,  Folia,  extraftum). 

OS.  Cicala;  A*  Hemlock;  Gz.  Schierling G.  Cigue. 

Daphne  LaureolA  7     tj  j-  ^ 

J-     K.adi3c,  ct  Cortex  radicis. 

 MEZEREUM  sJ 

Off.  Mezereutn  j  A.  Me^ereori  ;  Ge.  Seidelbajl  J  G.  Car^U. 
Geum  Nivale  (Radix)* 

Gx-ycYRRHiZA  Glabra  et  Echinata  (Radix ;  fuccus  Infplflatii», 
vulgo  extraftum). 

Off.  Liquoritia  ;  A.  Liquorice  ;  Ge.  SusJ}}ol%  ;  G.  Reglijfe. 

GiTAjAcoM  Officinale  (Lignum,  Cortex,  Rcfina). 

Off.  Lignum  SanEiwn  ;  A,  Guajac  ;  Ge.  Franzofenholz, 

GUMMI  MiMOSiE  NlLOTlfiiE,  Vcl  MiMOSiE  SeNEGAL. 

Off.  Gummi  u^rabicum ;  A.  G,  Gum  Arabic;  Ge.  Arabifcher 
Gummi, 

HyosciAMUS  Niger  (Extraftum). 

A.  Black  Henbane  ;  Ge.  Bilfenkraut ;  G.  Jajquiame. 

Juglans  Regia  (Nux  cum  Cortice  viridi,  cjufque  cxtradtum), 
OS,  Nux  Juglans;  A.  Walnut;  Ge.  Walnufs. 

Juniperus  Sabina  (Folia). 

Off.  Sabina  j  A.  Savin  j  Ge.  Sevenbaum  j  G.  Sabintt  - 

LXURtfs  Sassafras  (Lignum,  Cortex,  Radix). 
Off.  A.  Gc.  G.  Sajfafras. 

LiDUJI 
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Ledum  Palustre  (Folia  cum  Floribus). 

Off.  Rofmarinus  Sykeflris ;  A.  Bohemian  Rofemary  or  Hil- 
rsfe.  Ge.  Wilder  Rofmarin ;  G.  Rofmarin  Sauvage, 

Lobelia  SyPHiLixicA  (Radix). 

Malva  Rotondifolia  (Herba,  Folia)* 

Ononis  Spinosa  (Radix). 
Papav£r  Somniferum  (Succus  infpiflatus). 
Off.  A.  G.  Opium  ;  Ge.  Mohnfaft. 

PiUNUS  Padus  (Cortex)* 

Ranunculus  Abortivus  (Radix). 

Saponaria  Officinalis  (Folia  Herba). 

A.  Soapworl ;  Ge.  Seifenkraut  j  G.  Saponaire, ' 

Smilax  Sarsaparilla  (Radix). 

Off.  A.  Ge.  Sarfap&rilla  5  G,  SalfepareiU. 

SoLANUM  Dulcamara  (Stipites). 

Off.  Dulcamara  5  A.  BItterfweet  j   Ge.  Bitterfiiifs  5  G.  Ma^ 
relie  Grimpante, 

Terjebinthina  Larigna^  ex  Pinu  Larice. 

Off.  Terebinthina  Veneta  ;  A.  Venetian  Turpentine  j  G.  Ter- 
pentln  j  G.  Terehintine, 

ToRMENtlLLA  ErECTA  (Radix). 

£9!.  Septfoil ;  Ge.  Biriwurzel  j  G.  TormenhV/e. 
Ex  Regjio  Animaik 

HiRUDO  MeDICINALIS. 

A.  Leeches  j  Ge.  Blutigel  G.  SoHg/ue.  ■ 
Lac  Humanum,  aliorwmqwe  Animauwm, 

MsLOs 
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MfiLOE  Vesicatorius  (Emplaftrum,  TInflura). 

Off.  Cantharis:  A.  Cantharidesy  Ge.  Spanifche  P/iegett)  C. 
Mouche  Camhtiride. 

Ex  Regno  Minerali^ 

Antimonium  feu  Stabiuja. 

Antlmonium  Sulphur atunl. 

OfF.  Antimonium  Cruduri)  A.  AntimGiiy  j   Ge.  Spiefsglafs  j 
G.  Antimoine, 

PriTparat.  Sulphur  Antimonli. 

Antimonium  Muriatum. 
Off.  Butyrum  Antimonii-j  f.  Caujlicum  Antiinoniale^ 

Argentum. 

Prceparat,  Argentum  Nitratum. 

Off.  Lapis  inferna/is,  Caujlicum  lunare  ;  A^  Lunar 
Caiijlic;  Ge.  HallenJIein  ;  G.  Pierre  infernal. 
Aksenicum  C alcinatdm. 

O^.  Arfenicum  Album;  A.  While  Arfenic. 

CUPROM.. 

^ 

PrcEparat.  Cuprum  Acetatum. 

Off.  lErugo ;  ?i.  Viride  ^ris A.  Verdegris ; 
Ge.  Griinfpan  }  G.  Verd  de  gris. 

Cuprum  Vitriolatum. 
Off.  Vitriolum  Gupri\  f.  Cyprinum ;  f,  Caruleum  5 
A.  Blue  Vitriol,  Ge.  Kupfer-Vitriol ^  G.  Vitriol 
de  Cuivrc. 

Aurichalcum  (PuIvJs); 

Ferrum. 

Prteparat. 
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frfparat.  Fcrri  Limatura. 

Calx  Ferri  Nigra.        Off.  JEthiaps  Martialis, 

— — I  rubra.       QS,  Ochra. 

Fcrrum  Muriatum. 

Off.  Flares  Salis  Atnmonlaci  Marttales. 

Ferrum  Saccliaratum.      Off.  Mars  Saccharatus. 
Ferrum  Tartarifatum. 

Ferrum  Vitriolatum.       Off.  Vitrialum  ferri,  S*/ 
Martis. 

Plumbum. 

Praparat,  Calx  Plumb^  5  feu  Plumbum  Calcinatum. 

Off.  Lithargyrum  j  A..  G.  Litharge  j  Ge.  Bley~ 
glcette. 

Plurabunt  Acetatum. 

Off,  Saccharum  Saturni  5  A.  Sugar  of  Lead)  Ge. 
Bieyzucker.  ^ 

Calx  Plumbi  Acetata.       Off.  Cerujfa^ 

Acetum  Plumbatunr. 

Offl  Acetum  Saturni  j  f.  Litbargyri  j  f.  Extradum 
Saturni  j  f.  Extra£ium  Goulardi, 

ZlNCUK. 

Praparat.  Calx  Zinci. 

Off.  Tutia  Preeparata  j  f.  Lapis  Calafninaris. 

Calx  Zinci  S*bliraata  j  f.  Zincura  Calcinatum 
Off.  Floras  Zinci. 
Zincum  Yitriolatunj. 

Off. 
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Off.  Vitriolum  Zinci;  {.Alburn-^  A.  White 
Vitriol  J  Gc.  Zinh-nitriol  j  G.  Vitriol  de  Zinc, 

HYDRARGTR.UM,  cjufquc  PrjEparata  varia,  in  Tabula  fequcnti  ex- 
hibentur. 


TABULA  exhibens  diverfa,  ex  Hydrargyro  PRit- 
PARATA  ct  CoMPosiTA,  haclcnus  coguita  f . 

I.  Hydrargyrum  simpliciter  purificatum. 

*  Hydrargyrum  purificatum. 

A.  ^ickjiher^  crude  purified  mercury  y  Ge.  Reinet 

queckjilber  j  G,  Mercure  pure.^ 
Syn.  Mercurius  crudus  purificatus  ojicinarum, 
■  Argentum  vivum  purificatum, 

ii.  prieparata  in  quibus  hydrargyrum  solummodo  dk 
Visum  esse  videtur.  . 

I.  Decoftum  Hydrargyri,  i.  e,  Hydrargyrum  fimplicitcr  in 
aqua  coilum* 

3.  Extraflo.  Glycyrrliizae  fubadlum. 

'3.  Gummi  aut  mucilagine,  c.  g.  Gumrai  Arabico,  Tragacan- 

thae,  &c. 
*  Hydrargyrum  gujnmofum. 

Syn.  Mercurius  gummofus,  inventore  Plenck. 

CoiMPOSlTA. 

•f-  Litterst,  qiiilnis  praparata  et  compofita,  notantur,  fignificant:  O.  Oln- 
cinai-um  ;  L.  PharmacopoeaLondinenlis  ;  S.  rharm.  Succica ;  D.  riiarm  Dan- 
icai  E.  Pharm.  Edinburgcnfis ;  B.  Dirpenfatorumnovum  Brunfwiccncc ;  E. 
faup.  Pharm.  Edinburgcnfis  paupcrum  ;  T.  Pharm.  Nofocomii  Sli.  Thorns 
LondincnfiS}  G.  Pharm.  Nofocomii  Sti  Georgii  Londincnfis. 
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COMPOSITA.  ' 

*  a  Pilulae  cx  hydrargyro  gumraofo. 
Syn.  Pilulae  ex  mercurio  gummofo.      Flenck.  Phartn. 
Cbir. 

a  Solutio'  mercurialis  gummofa.  litif. 
Syn.  Mixtura  mercurialis.  G. 
y  Potio  mercurialis.  B. 
S  Lac  mercuriale.  Plenck. 

4.  Refina  aut  Balfamo  5  e.  g.  Terebinthina,  Balfamo  Copai- 
vas,  &c.  , 

*  Hydrargyrum  terebinthinatum,  &c. 

COMPOSITA. 

*  Pilule  ex  hydrargyro  terebinthinato. 
Pilulae  mercuriales.  Z. 

Pilulse  mercuriales  laxantes.  G. 

Pilulae  mercuriales  lialagogae.  D. 

Injedlio  mercurialis.    K.  paup.  ^ 

J.  Pinguedine  animali  aut  oleis  unguinofis  j  €.  g.  AxuHgia 
porclna  anferina  \  butyro  Cacao. 

*  Hydra'rgyruifl.  unguinofuth. 

*  Unguentum  hydrargyri.    Vid.  infra  Hydrargyrum  Sebi- 

num. 

Syn.  Unguentum  ex  hydrargyro  cceruleum.  E. 

Unguentum  mercuriale,  feu  unguentum  JNTeapolita- 
num. 


COMPOSITA.  / 

'      <*■  Unguentum  coeruleum  fortius,  L. 
Unguentum  coeruleuHi  mitius.  L. 
Unguentum  mercuriale.  -D. 
li  Ceratum  mercuriale.  L. 
y  Emplaftrum  mercuriale.  0. 
Emplaftrum  ex  hydrargyro.  K. 
Emplaftrum  ex  gummi  ajnmoniaco  cum  mercurio.  L. 

1  Emplaftrum 
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Emplaflrum  commune  cum  mercurio.  L. 
jEmplaftrurti  dc  ranis  cum  mercurio. 

6.  Terra"  Calcarea  ;  e.  g.  Creta,  Lapidibus  aut  Chelis  cancrd- 
rum,  &c. 
Mercurius  alkalifatus.  E. 
Pulvis  mercurialis.  G. 

III.  pRiEPARATA  IN  QUIBUS  HYDRARGYRUM,  MEDIANTE  IC- 
NE  ET  I.IBERO  AERIS  ACCESSU,  IN  CALCEM  VERTITUR. 

*  Hydrargyrum  calclnatum. 

Syn.  Mercurius  calcinatus.  ,L.S. 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  per  fc.  Z. 

GoMPOSITA. 

*  Pilulse  ex  liydrargyro  calcinato. 

Pilulse  fypliiliticae. 

Pilulse  ex  mercurio  calcinato.  G. 

Pilulee  ex  mercurio  calcinato  anodynaj.  G. 

IV.  Prjeparata  in  qjjibus  Hydrargyrum  partim  divz-^ 

SUM,  PARTIM  SOLUTUM  ESSE  VIDETUR. 

I.-  Saccharo,  Manna,  Conferva  Rofarum,  CyndfbatI,  &c. 

*  Saccharum  hydrargyratura. 

'  GOMPOSITA. 

*  Trochifci  ex  hydrargyro  faccliarato. 

Bolus  coeruleus.  T. 
Bolus  mercurialis.  . 
Syrupus  Hydrargyri.  S. 

*  Mel  hydrargyratum. 

COMPOSITA. 

Pllulae  iEthiopicEe.  E. 

Pilulau  mercuriales  purgantes.  E.paup,, 

Eilulce  Bellolli. 

3.  Sulpliuic 
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3.  Sulphure  purificato. 

*  Hydrargyrum  fulphuratum. 

a  Trituratione  aut  fufione. 

*  Hydrargyrum  fulphuratum  nigrum. 

ji^lthiops  miaeralis.  0. 

;C0MP0iSITA. 

Pulvis  ^thiopicus.  G. 

b  Sublimatione. 

*  Hydrargyrum  fulpburatum  rubrum. 

Cinnabaris  fadlitia,  feu  artificialis.  0. 

.€0MP0S1TA. 

Pulvis  antilyffus  Sinenfis.  0. 

c  Prsecipitatione,    Vid.  infra  Hydrargyrum  vitriGlaluvK 

4.  Sulphure  Antimonii. 

a  Trituratione. 

*  Sulphur  antimonii  hydrargyratum. 
-    ^1;hiops  antimonialis.  0. 

.CoMPOSITA. 

Pllulse  iEthiopicge.    E.  D, 

b  Sublimatione. 

Sulphur  antimonii  hydrargyratum  rubrum. 
Syn.  Cinnabaris  antimonii.  0. 

CoMPOSITA. 

Bolus  Cinnabarinus.  G. 
V.  Preparata  in  quibus  Hydrargyrum  mediante  acido 

IN  FORMAM  SALIS  AUT  CALCIS  MUTATUM  EST. 

I.  Acido  Sebi.  2.  Acido  Muriatico.  3.  Acido  Sacchari,  4. 
Acido  Succini.  5.  Acido  Arfenici.  6.  Acido  Acetofellae. 
7.  Acido  Phofphori.  8.  Acido"  Vitrioli.  9.  Acido  Saccha- 
ri Laftis.  10.  Acido  Tartari.  11.  Acido  Citri.  12.  Aci- 
do Nitri.  13.  Acido  Fluoris  Imneralis.  14.  Acido  Aceti. 
15.  Acido  Boracis.    16.  Acido  caerulei  Berolinenfis.  17. 

L  1  2  Acido 
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Acido  Molybdaenae.  i8.  Acido  Tungftenico.  19.  Acids, 
aereo. 

I.  Hydrargyrum  cum  acido  febicombinatum. 

Hydrargyrum  febinum. 

*  Free/).  Unguentum  hydrargyri. 

II.  Cum  acido  muriatico.^ 

*  Hydrargyrum  muriatum. 

*  Hydrargyrum  muriatum  fortius'. 

A.  Sublimatione. 

*  Hydrargyrum  muriatum  fortius  fublimatura, 
Syn.  Mercurius  fublimatus  corrofivus. 

Mercurius  fublimatus  albus.  0. 
Mercurius  cum  fale  ammoniaco  fublimatus. 

B.  Praecipitatione. 

Ex  acido  nitri  mediante  acido  muriatic©  dephlogiftica- 

to,  inventore  Bertholet. 
Hydrargyrum  muriatum  fortius  praecipitatum. 

COMPOSITA. 

Solutio  fublimati  fpirituofa  {Van  Swieten.^ 

Syn.  Solutio  mercurii  fubltmati  corrofivi.  E. 
Mixtura  mercurialis.  S. 
Mercurius  fublimatus  folutus.  G. 
'  P'  *  Solutio  hydrargyri  muriati  fortioris  aquofa. 

Pilulas  e  mercuric  corrofivo  albo.  S. 
Dr.  lVard''s  whi'te  drop. 
Syrop  du  Cuijinier. 
y  *  Lotio  Syphilitica  flava,  f.  lotio  ex  hydrargyro  muriato 
fortiori. 
Sjn.  Aqua  phagedaenica.  0. 
Liquor  mercurialis.  A. 
Lotio  mercurialis.  T. 
i  Solutio  fublimati  balfan^ica.  Fiend. 
*.  *  Liquor  ad  condylomata. 

Syn.  Aqua  cauflica  pro  cpndylomatibus.  Fiend. 

*  Hydrargyrmx 
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*  Hydrargyrum  muriatum  mitius  ;  u  e.,  ^cldwxi  muriatieun^ 
hydrargyro  fuperfaturatum, 
A.  Subllmatione. 

Syn.  Mercurius  dulcis  (fublimatione  paratus.)  G. 
Mercurius  dulcis  fublimatus.  L. 
Calomel  feu  calomelas.  L, 
Aquila  alba. 
Panacea  mercurialis. 
Mercurius  dulcis  lunarls.  SchroeJen. 
p.  Praecipitatione. 

Ex  acido  nitrofo  mediante  fale  communi,  inventore  Scheelc. 
*  Hydrargyrum  muriatum  mitius  praecipitatum. 
Mercurius  praecipitatus  dulcis. 
Ca/x  hydrargyri  muriata  prcecipitata. 

a  Ex  acido  muriatico  mediante  alkali  vegetabill. 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  albus.  Z. 
^  Ex  acido  muriatico  mediante  alkali  minerali. 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  albus.  A. 
c  Ex  acido  muriatico  mediante  alkali  volatili. 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  albus.  jE". 
d  Ex  acido  muriatico  mediante  cupro. 
Mercurius  praecipitatus  viridis.  J?. 

CoMPOSITA. 

Bolus  mercurialis. 

Bolus  jalappae  cum  mercuric.  Ih. 

Bolus  rhei  cum  mercuric. 
Pilulae  calomelanos.  G. 

Pilulae  Plummeri.  E. 

Pilulae  alterantes  Plummeri.  0. 

Pilula  depurans.  T. 

Pulvis  Plummeri.  0. 

Pilulae  mercuriales  puvgantes,  A. 

Pilulae  catarrhales  purgaptes.  D, 

Pilulae  laxantes  cum  mercuric,  lb. 

Pulvis  e  fcammonio  cum  mercuric.  7." 
*  tctio  fyphilltica  nigra,  lotic  ex  hydrargyro  muriate  mitW 

^yn.  Lotio  mercurialis*  G, 

Unguentum 
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Unguentum  e  mercurio  pra;cipitato.  L. 
Linimentum  mercur^ale.    E.  Paup. 

III.  Cu}n  acido facchari. 

,  a  Hydrargyrum  faccharatum.  Bergman. 

*  b  Saccharum  hydrargyratum,  feu 

.  Hydrargyrum  faccharo  cando  fubaftum. 

IV.  Cum  acido  fuccini. 

Hydrargyrum  /uccinatum.  Bergman. 

V.  Cum  acido  arfenici. 

Hydrargyrum  arfenicatum.  Bergman. 

VI.  Cum  acido  oxalis  acstofellce. 

Hydrargyrum  oxalinum.  Bergman. 

VII.  Cum  acido  phofphorico.  ^  ' 

Hydrargyrum  phofphoratum,  Bergman- 
Prsecipitatione  ex  acido  nitrofo  mediante  urina  recenti. 
Rofa  mineralis.  Q. 

VIII.  Cum  acido  'vitriolico. 

*  a  Hydrargyrum  vitriolatum. 

Vitriolum  mercurii.  0. 
Oleum  mercurii.  0. 
b  Hydrargyrum  vitriolatum  flavunj. 
Turpethum  minerale.  0. 
Mercurius  emeticus  flavus.  L. 
Mercurius  flavus.  E. 
Mercurius  praecipitatus  luteus.  D. 
Turpethum  nigrum.  0. 
c  Hydrargyrum  prsecipitatum  ex  acido  nitrofo  njedianU 
*  hepate  fulphuris  aut  calcis. 

Mercurius  prtecipitatus  niger.  0. 

IX.  Cum  acido  facchari  laBis. 

X.  Cum  acido  tartari. 

a  Hydrargyrum  tartarifatum.  Bergman. 

*■  b  Tartarui 
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*  b  Tartarub*  hydrargyratus  ;  I.  e.  hydrargyratum  cum  tarta- 

ro  purlficato  unitura.    Terre  feuillettee  mercurielle^  m- 
ventore  PrcJJavin. 
c  Praicipitatione  ex  acldo  nitrofo  mediante  acido  tartari.  t 

*  Hydrargyrum  tartarifatum  flavum ;  vulgo,  Pulvis  Conjlan- 

tinus. 

d  Prtecipitatione  ex  acido  muriatico  et  acido  tartari  junctis 
mediante  alkali  vegetabili. 

*  Hydrargyrum  tartarifatum  album  ;  vulgo,  Pulvis  argenttus-s 

XI.  Cum  acido  citri. 

Hydrargyrum  citratum.  Bergman, 

XII.  Cum  acido  nitrofo. 

*  Hydrargyrum  nitratum. 

a  Calcinatum  mediante  igne. 

*  Hydrargyrum  nitratum  rubrum. 

Mercurius  corroflvus  ruber.  Z. 
Mercurius  praecipitatus  ruber.  0. 
Pulvis  principis.  0. 
Mercurius  corallinus.  Z. 
Mercurius  tricolor.  0. 
Panacea  mercurii.  0. 
Arcanum  corallinum. 
Panacea  mercurii  rubra.  0, 

GoMPOSITA. 

Balfamus  mercurialis.  Plench. 
Unguentum  ophthalraicum.    St.  hesj  ^ 
Balfamum  ophthalmicum  rubrum.  D. 
Unguentum  prjecipitatum.  G. 
Unguerrtum  ad  lippitudlnem.  T. 
Unguentum  raercuriale  rubrum.  D 
Unguentum  pomatum  rubrum,  Z>. 
.  *  b  Acidum  nitri  hydrargyratum ;  i.  e.  hydrargyrum  in  aci-' 
do  nitrofo  foiutum. 
Solutio  mercurii.  E. 

COMPOSITA. 

Unguentum  citrinum,    E.  S. 


c  Priccipitationc. 


274    PHARMACOPtEIA  SVpHILITICA. 


*  c  Praeclpitatione. 

Ex  acido  nitri  mediante, alkali  volatill; 
«  Hydrargyrum  nltratum  cinereum. 
Pulvis  mercurii  cinereus.  E. 
Turpethum  album.  0. 

0  Ex  acido  nitrofo  mediante  alkali  volatili  vinofo  (fplritii 

falis  ammoniaci  vinofb.) 
Turpethum  nigrum. 
Mercurius  praecipitatus  niger. 
^  Ex  acido  nitrofo  mediante  alkali  vegetabili. 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  fufcus,  inventore  Wurtz'. 

1  Ex  acido  nitrdfo  nlediaiite  cupro. 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  viridis. 

XIII.  Cum  aCido  Jiuoris  mineralis. 

Hydrargyrum  fluorafum.  Bergmhn 

XIV.  Cum  acido  aceti. 

*  Hydrargyrum  acetatum.  Bergman. 

CoWPOSltA. 

Trochifci,  S.  pilulae  KeyferU 

XV.  Cum  acido  boracis. 

Hydrargyrum  bbraxatum.  Bergfnafi, 

XVI.  Cum  acido  ceerulei  Berolinenjis. 

XVII.  Cum  acido  molybd^sna:. 

XVIII.  Cum  acido  iutigstenico. 

XIX.  Cum  acido  a'e'rco. 

Hydrargyrum  aeratum.  Bergman. 


II.  co% 
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11.    C  O  M  P  O  S  I  T  A* 


A<ipA  PiCEA,        ■  '  , 

B  Picis  liquidae,  libras  du^s. 

Aquae  libras  0Q.0.  " 
In  vafe  lignco  mixta  agita  baccillo  ligneo  :   deindc  per 
duodecira  horas  fubfidat,  pix  et  aqua  decantctur. 

AqifA  Plumbata  (vulgo  Aqua  Saturnina  Goulardi.^ 
R  Aquae  diftjllatae,  libras  duas  5 
Spiritus  vini,  unciam  unam. 
Aceti  plumbati,  unciam  ferais, 

AcyjA  Calcis. 

K  Calcis  recentcr  uftae,  libram  unam. 

Senlim  afFundc  aquae  libras  ofto. 
~  Ebullitipne,  quae  inde  oritur,  perafla,  vas  agitetur  ;  dein- 
de  fubfidat  calx,  et  aqua  per  chartam  colata  in  lagenis 
rite  occlufis  fervetur. 

Bolus  ex  Htdrargtro. 

B  Hydrargyri  puri,  grana  decern. 

Extrafti  glycyrrhizae,  fcrupulum  unum. 
Terantur  fimul,  donee  globuli  hydrargyri  pei;fi?6lc  di^parue- 
rint. 
Fiat  Bolus, 

BoLua  EX  Hydrargyro  calcinato. 
'R  Hydrargyri  calcinati. 

Succi  papaveris  fomniferi  infpiffati,  ana  granuni  unura  fe- 
mis. 

•  In  fbrmulis  fequentibus  nomen  genericutn  et  fpeclficum  plantarum  adhi- 
bitarum  Linnaeanum  ubique  retinui ;  ita  tamen,  ut  dum  nomen  plant*  gene- 
ricum  et  fpecificum  ex  duobus  fubftantivis  compofitum  eft,  prinium  iibiqae 
liidccUnatam,  majoris  perl'picuitatus  caul'a,  reliowi. 

M  m  Extrafli 
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Extrafti  glycyrrhizas,  (juantum  fatis. 
Mifce,  fiat  bolus. 

Bolus  ex  Hydrargyro  compositus. 

R  Hydrargyri  muriati  mitioris  prsecipitati  granum  unum — 
duo. 

Sulphuris  antimonii,  grana  duo — quatuor.  . 
Succi  papaveris  fomniferi  infpiffati,  granum  unum. 
Confervze  cynolbati,  vel 
Extratfti  glycyrrliizae,  quantum  fatis, 
Ut  fiat  bolus. 

Gataplasma  Discutiens. 

R  Micje  panis,  quantum  placet. 

Aquae  plumbatae,  quantum  fatis,  ut  fiat  cataplafma  j  fri- 
gide  applicandum. 

Catheteres. 

Ex  argento,  melius  ex  refina  elaftica  variae  magnitudinis. 

Cerei. 

Ex,  refina  elaftica  ;  aut  ex  chordis  muficis  ex  inteftinis  o- 
vium  confedlis,  variae  magnitudinis. 

Cerei  Medicati. 

B  Cerae  flavae  liquefaftae,  libram  unam. 

Sebi  phyfeteris  rtiacrocephali  (vulgo  fpermaceti,)  drach- 
mas tres. 

Aceti  plumbati,  drachmas  dilas — unciam  unam. 
Commixtis  et  ab  igne  remotis,  immerge  telas  tenues,  ex 
quibu*  fiant  lege  artis  cerei. 

Cerei  Medicati  (inventore  Le  Dran.) 

R  Herbae  conii  maculati, 
Folioruiti  nicotiana-tabaci, 
Summitatum  florentium  hyperici  perforati, 
Radicis  iridis  Florentinae,  ana  manipulum  unum. 

Infunde  in  decofli  nucum  juglandis  rcgioe,  libra  una. 

Addc,; 
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Adde,  herbae  anchufse  officinalis,  libram  unam,  (N.  undc 

color  ruber) 
Axungiae  porcinse, 

 —  ovillae  curatae,  ana  libras  tres. 

Mifce  fuper  ignem  ;  dein  adde 
Cerae  flavse,  libras  duas. 

Decoctum  Astragali. 

R  Radicis  aftragali  exfcapi,  unciam  femis. 

Coque  in  aquae  fontis  libra  una  femis  ad  colaturam  libra* 
unius. 

Sumat  tepide  mane  et  vefpere. 

Dkcoctum  Dulcamara. 

R  Stipitum  folanum-dulcamarae  recentiura,  drachmam  feroif. 
Coque  in  aquae  fontanae  libra  una,  ad  colaturam  librae  fe- 
mis. 

Sumat  quotidie  cum  anatica  portione  laftls. 

Decoctum  Guajaci. 

R  Ligni  et  corticis  guajaci  officinalis  rafi,  libram  unam. 
Infunde  in  aquae  fervidae  libris  o£lo 

Per  viginti  quatuor  horas ;  dein  lento  igne  coque  per  fex 
horas  5  addendo,  fub  finem  coflionis, 
Spiritus  vini  reftificati  uncias  quatuor, 
Radicis  glycyrrhizae  uncias  duas. 
Cola.    Sumat  libram  femi  bis  de  die. 
Mafla  a  colatura  refidua  denuo  coquatur  cum  aquae  libris 

ofto  per  bihorium,  cola. 
Utatur  hoc  decofto  fecondario  loco  potus  ordinarii. 

Decoctum  Guajaci  Compositum. 

R  Ligni  et  corticis  guajaci  officinalis,  tincias  fex. 
Radicis  laurus-falTafras,  uncias  quatuor. 
Coque  in  aquas  fontante  libris  viginti  quatuor. 
Ad  libras  duodecira  j  fub  finem  codtionis  adde,  . 

Radicis  glycyrrhizaj,  vel  paflularum,  uncias  duas. 
Cola.    Suraat  libras  duas  dc  die. 

M  m  2  Decoctuw 
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DtCOOTUM  l^AVP/E. 

R  Radicis  arftium-Iappae,  unclas  tres. 

Coque  in  aquae  fontanae  libris  trlbuS^ 

Ad  colaturani  librarum  duarum. 
Sumat  de  die. 

DeCoctuwt  Lobelia. 

B  Radicis  Lobeliae  fyphiliticae  iiCcata^,  tnanipulum  undia, 
Coque-  in  a;qu9e  fontanse  libris  duodecim, 
Ad  colaturani  librarum  fex  vel  novem. 
Sumat  libram  femis  bis  de  die  in  initio,  de:nde  libram  femjs' 
quater  de  die,  donee  vfra  purgantem  ainplius  ferre  non 
poflit  J  tunc  defiftat  per  tres  aut  quatuOr  dies,  dein  iterum 
continuet,  donee  curatus  fuerit. 

Nota.    Eodem  modo  paratur  dccdftum  fadlcVs  ceana- 
thi  Americani. 

PeCOCTUM  LuSITANICtlM. 

R  Radicis  fmilax-farfaparillae, 
Ligni  laurus-faffafras, 

 pterocarpi  fantolini  (vulgo  fantoli  rubri,) 

 —  guajaci  officinalis,  ana  unclas  tres. 

Radicis  daphne-mezerei,  unciam  unam. 
iSeminum  coriandri  fativi,  drachmas  fex — unciam  unam. 
Coque  in  aquae  fontanee  libris  viginti,  ad  libras  decern. 
Sumat  libram  unam — tres  de  die* 

'  '  '  R  Radicis  fmilax-farfaparillae, 
Ligni  pterdcarpi  fantolini, 

—  fantoli  albi,  ana  uncias  treg, 

Radicis  glycyrrhizEE, 

 —  daphne-mezerei,  ana  unciam  femis, 

Ligni  gcniilae  Canarienfis  (vulgo  lignum  Rhodium,) 

 guajaci  officinalis, 

-^■i_iiiA'iaurus-faffafras,  ana  unciam  unanl. 

Antimonll  fulphurati,  uncias  duas. 
Mifce,  et  infunde  in  aquae  fervldae  libris  decern  per  viginti 

qnatuor  hopas,  dein  coque  ad  colaturam  librarum  quinqur. 

SuiTKit 
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Sumat  libram  unam  femis— libra*  quinquc— quotldic. 

Decoctom  MezSrei.  -  «. 

R  Gorticis  fadicis,  vel  Radicis,  daphne-mezcrei,  unciSm  femis 
—unam. 

Coque  in  aquae  fontanae  librls  fex,^  ad  libras  quatuoi:. 
Sub  finem  coftionis  adde, 

Radicis  glycyrrhizse,  unclam  unam.  Cola. 
Sumat  quotidie  libram  unam — libras  quatuor,  prout  ventrldj- 
culus  ferat. 

Nota.  Quidam  corticem  radicis  radicc  praeferunt. 

Ab  aliis  daphne-laureola  daphne-mezereo  praefertur. 

pECOCTUM  PrUNDS-PadI^ 

R  Gorticis  prunus-padl,  uncias  fex— -o£lo. 
Coque  in  aquae  marinse,  vel,  in  ejus  defeftu, 
Aquae  fontanae  libris  fex,  ad  colaturam  llbrarum  trium— -■ 
..  quatuor. 

Suaiat  libram  femis  quater  de  die. 

DiCOCTaM  SAPONARIiE. 

R  Herbte  fagonariae  officinalis  recentis  contufse, libram unapa. 
Aquae  fontanae,  libras  fedecim,  • 
Coque  ad  colaturam  librarum  o£lo. 

Bibat  seger  libras  duas — quatuor — de  die* 

Decoctom  SARSAPAaiLtA. 

R  Radicis  fmilax-farfaparillae,  uncias  treS. 

Infunde  in  aquas  fervid*  libris  tribus,  per  duodecira  horas, 
Dcin  coque  ad  colaturam  librarum  duarura* 

Sumat  quotidie,  fi  placet,  cum  lafte. 

I>ECOCTUM  SarSAPARILLjE  CUM  MiZEREO. 

R  Radic;is  fmilax-farfaparillae,  uncias  trcs. 

Gorticis  radicis  daphne-mezerei,  drachmas  duas. 

Coque  in  aquse  fontanse  libris  tribus  ad  libras  duas. 

Sub  finem  co£lionIs,  adde, 

Radicis  glycyrrhizae,  unclam  ugq^i. 
Samat  quaver  d«  die,  libram  fcjxu?.  . 

DecOctum 


•278     PHARMACOPOIIA  SYPHILITICA. 


Dkcoctum  SYPmLiTicuM  Tvonis  Gaukes. 

R  Ligni  guajaci  officinalis  rafi,  uacias  tres. 

 juniperi  communis,  uncias  duas. 

Radicis  fmilax-chinEe,  unciam  unam. 
Hydrargyri  purificati,  in  lacculo  linteo  humldo  llgati, 
Antimonii  fulphurati,  in  facculo  feparatim  ligati,  ana  un- 
ciam unam. 

Infunde  in  aquae  fervidae  libris  duodecira,  per  duodecim  ho- 

ras  j  dein  coque  ad  libras  fex. 
Sub  finem  coftionis,  adde, 

Radicis  glycyrrhizae,  uncias  duas.  Cola. 
Sumat  uncias  triginta — quadraginta,  calide,  quotidie  per  30 

ad  50  dies. 

Decoctum  Syphiliticum  Roborans. 

R  Antimonii  fulphurati,  pulverifati,  et  in  petia  ligati,  unci- 
as quatuor. 

Lapidis  pumicis,)pulverifati,  et  In  petia  feparatim  ligaO, 

uncias  duas. 
Radicis  fmilax-farfaparillge, 

 fmilax-chinae,  ana  uncias  duas. 

Nucum  juglandis  regiae  immaturarum,  cum  liilis,  putami- 
^  nibus,  et  cortice  viridi  ficcatarum,  Num**  quadraginta. 
Concifa,  mifla,  coque  in  aquae  fontanae  libris  viginti  ad 

libras  decem. 

Remanentem  liquorem,  per  linteum  colatum,  quatuor  la- 

genis  inde,  quae  bene  claufae,  ufui  ferventur. 
Sumat  dimidium  lagenae  mane,  et  dimidium  vefpere,  tc- 
■  pide. 

Magma  deco6li  denuo  coquatur  cum  aqua,  ut  ante  j  quo 
decofto  fecundario  abluantur  loca  ulceribus,  alliifve  cutis 
morbis  infe£i:a. 

N.  B.  Hoc  decoftum  a  quibufdam  fupponitur  effc 
genuicum  ita  diftum  DecoBum  Lujitanicum. 

Decoctum  Syphiliticum  Rosetti. 

R  Antimonii  fulphurati,  unciam  unam. 

Corticis  Drymi  Winterani  recenter  pulverifati,  drachmam 
fcmii. 

Mixta, 
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Mixta,  in  mortareo  marmoieo  piftillo  marmoreo  optime  in- 

fe  terantur  j  dein  adde  , 
Crette  purte,  unciara  femis. 
Ti-iturentur  denuo  per  horam  integram  in  eodem  mortarlo, 

pulvis  fubtilis  fervetur  pro  fequenti  deco6lo  : 

B  Radlcis  arftium-lappae,  tincias  tres. 

—  Dnilax-farfaparillae,  uncias  duas. 

 fmilax-chinte  (N.  B.  Gehulna;  orlentalls, '  rel  in 

ejus  defeftu  occidentalis  feleaiffime),  unciam  unam. 

 convolvulus-mechoacann*,  unciam  femis  (in  liie 

mediocri). 

 .  drachmas  fex  (in  lue 

vehemtiocri). 

 glycyrrhlzse,  drachmas  tres — fex. 

Corticum  viridum  nucum  juglandis  regiae,  groflb  modo 
pulverifatae,  unciam  unam  (in  lue  mediocrij, 

 uncias  duas — tres  (in  lue  pefllma,  prascipue  fi 

fimul  Blenorrhcea  adfit  inveterata).  5 
Seminura  coriandri  fativi,  drachmas  duas, 
Incifa  et  mixta  infundantur  in  aquae  fontanse  libra  una  femis 
per  duodecim  horas,  dein  coque  ad  libram  unam  j  co- 
laturae  adde, 

Pulveris  fupra  difti,  drachmas  tres  (in  lu€  mediocri,) 

 unciam  femis  (in  lue  vehementiori,) 

 —   drachmas  fex  (in  lue  defperata  cum 

tophls,  ulceribus,  &c.) 
Sumat  libram  femis  omni  mane,  et  libram  femis  vefpere,  cum 
pulvere  fequente  : 

R  Radicis  fmilax-chiuae  orientalis,  fubtiliflime  pulverifatl, 
drachmam  unam. 
Ligni  laurus-faflafras   fubtiliffime  pulverifati,  fcrupulos 

duos  (in  lue  mediocri.) 
Ligni  laurus-faffafras  fubtiliffime  pulverifati,  drachmas 
duas — fex  (in  cafu  graviori,  et  tunc  femina  coriandri 
ex  decodlo  prcEcedenti  omittenda  funt. 
Durante  ufu  hujus  decofti,  seger  ab  acidis  abftineat ;  et  ante 
ufum  ejus,  per  triduum  quotidie  fumat  purgansfequens : 

R  Hydrargyri 


•l 


a8.o     PHARMACOPCEIA  SYPHILITICA: 

R  Hydrargyri  muriati  mltioris,  grana  decern. 

RcfiniE  jalappae  pincis  fubaftje,  grana  o6lo. 

Trochifcorum  nlhandal  pincis  fubaftorum,  grana  quatuor. 

Terebinthinse  Venetse,  quantum  fatis,  ut  fiant  pilule  N* 
quind«cim,  pulvere  glycyrrhizae  infpergcndae. 
Sumat  pro  dofi.    (A^.  B.  Hanc  dofi  nmedicamenti  hujus 

draftici  pauci  aegri,  prccipue  per  triduum  continuando, 

ferre  poterunt ;  hinc  dofis  aetati  ct  temperaniento,  &.c. 

adaptanda  erit,  vel  potius  aliud  pur^ans  fimplicius  prac- 

fcribcrc  prellibiti) 

Elictuab.icm. 

B  Pulveris  tragacanthae  compofiti,  drachmas  duas- 

■  gummi  arabici,  drachmas  fex. 

V  ■        rhei,  fcrupulum  unum. 

Cpijfervae  florum  malvae,  uncias  duas. 

Syrupi  altheae,  quantum  fatis,  ut  fiat  elcftuarium. 
Sumat  cochleare  parvulain  ter  ^ut  quater  dc  die. 

ElJCTITARIUM  LaxANS. 

B  Ele£luarii  lenitivi, 

Alkali  vegetabilis  tartarifati,  vulgo  tartari  folubjlis,  ana 
unciam  unam. 
■  Mifce,  fiat  cleftuarium, 

JEmplsio  Amygdalina. 

B  Amygdalarum  dulcium  decorticatarum,  uncias  duas, 
Terantur  in  mortario  ;  fucccffive  addendo 

Aquae  fontanae  libras  duas, 

 cinnamomi  tenuis,  uncias  duas, 

Sacchari  albi  qtiantum  fatis  ad  gratiam. 

Injectio  ad  Blennorrhagiam  incipientem. 

B  Cuprl  acetati,  drachmam  unam. 

Liquoris  alkali  volatilis  (vulgo  fpiritus  falis  ammoniaci), 
quantum  fatis  ad  folutlonera. 
Guttae  quatuor  hujus  liquoris  cum  uncia  una  aqua:  coramlx- 

tse  injiclantur  quatcr  aut  fexies  de  die. 

In- 
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InJECTIO  ad  BlENNORRHAGIUM  INCIPrENTEM  ALIA. 

R  HydrargyrI  muriati  fortioris,  granum  femis — unura. 

Plumbi  acetati,  grana  quindecim — drachmam  femis^ 

Aquce  fontanae,  libras  duas. 
MIfce,  injiciat  portionem  Omni  femihora. 

IwjECTIO  AD  BLENNORHAGIAM. 

K  Olei  ollvarum  dulcis,  uncias  tres. 
Injiciat  ter  quaterve  de  die  portionem. 

Injectio  ad  Blennorrhagiam  Syphiliticam. 

R  Succi  papaveris  fomniferi  inlpilTati,  vel 

Extrafti  hyofciami  nigri,  drachmam  unam. 
Terendo  adde  fucceflive 
Infufi  feminum  lini,  • 
Olei  olivarum  dulcis,  ana  uncias  quatuor. 
iJnguenti  hydrargyxi,  drachmas  duas — unciam  femis. 
(Quidam  hujus  loco  prseferunt  hydrargyri  muriati  mi- 
tioris  cum  pulveris  e  ceruffa  compofiti  drachma  una 
triti,  grana  quinque — odlo.) 
Pvllfce,  injiciat  quater  de  die,  reddito  prius  lotio. 

Injectio  ad  Blennorrhoeam  prima. 

B  Cupri  acetati  ItEvigati,  unciam  unam  femis. 

Spirltu«  volatllis  aroraatici,  Ph.  Lond.  unciag  duas. 

Melis,  drachmas  duas.  .        .  , 

Mifce  ;  guttge  fex  hujus  liquoris  cum  aquae,  tepidsis  uncia  u- 

na  mifceantur,  cjufque  portio  quater  aut  fexies  de  die  ia- 

jiciatur. 

Injectio  ad  Blennorrhoeam  seconpa. 

B  Hydrargyri  muriati  mitioris,  unciam  femfs. 

Aquae  fontanae,  uncias  0Q.0. 
Mifce  agitando. 

Ve/, 

K  Hydrargyri  muriati  fortioris,  grana  quatuor. 

Aquas 

N  n 
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Aquae  fontante,  unclas  fede.ciiu.  Mifce. 

Injectio  Ap  Blennqrelhoeam  tertia. 

R  Plumbi  calcinati  pulverifati,  unciara  unam. 
Hydrargyri  muriati  fortloris,  drachmara  femis. 
Aceti  concentrati,  unclas  quinqu6. 

Digere  in  loco  calido  per  duodecim  horaa,  fcepius  agitata 
phiala  j  • 

Dein  efFunde  llquorem  per  fubfidentiara  depuratum,  qui 
fervetur  ufui. 

Hujus  liquoris  draclimse  dugs — uncia  ferois,  cum  aqua: 
deftillatae  unciis  quatuor  mifceantur,  ejufque  portio 
ter  aut  quater  de  die  injiciatur. 

Injectio  ad  Elennorrhqeam  qtjarta. 

R  Plumbi  acctati, 

ZimcJ  vitriolati,  ana  grana  o&o. 

Camphorte  pineis  fubaftae,  grana  quatuor. 

Aquae  fontanae,  llbram  unam. 
Mifce,  injiciatur  portio  faepius  de  die, 

Nota.    Quandoque  aluminis  drachma  femis  additur. 

Injectio  ad  Blennorrhoeam  qjjinta. 

R  Hydrargyri  muriati  mitloris,  fcrupulum  unum. 
■  Olei  'aihygdalarum,'ninciam  unam- 
Liq^aminis  myrrh ae,  unciam  femis. 
R,adicis  Tormen'tillae  ereaas  pulverifatas,  drachmam  u- 
nam. 

Mifce  j  portio  hujus  injiciatur  ter  quaterque  de  die. 

Infusum  Cannabis. 

R  Seminum  cannabis  fativua 

Infunde  in  aqu«  fervidae  libris  quatuor.  Per  mediam 
horam, 

Cola.    Bibat  pro  potu  ordinario  cum  facchari  quantum  fatis 
ad  gratiam. 
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Infusum  Ledi  Palustris. 

R  Ledl  paluQris,  unciam  fcmis. 
Aquae  fervidee,  libram  iinam. 
Stent  per  hoiam,  cola. 
Sumat  librara  femis  ad  libram  unam  de  die. 

Infusum  Malv/'e. 

B  Foliorum  malvae  rotundifoliae,  manipulus  tres. 

Infunde  in  aquae  fervidee,  libris  quatuor. 
Cola,  pro  potu  ordinario  cum  faccharo. 

Lac  Hydrargyratum. 

R  Hydrargyri  purificati,  draclimam  unam. 

Gummi  Arabici  pulverifati,  unciam  femis.  ^ 

Mixta  terantur  in  mortario  non  metallico  j 
Senfim  addendo 

Syrupi  papaveris  aibi,  quantum  fatis, 
Donee  hydrargyrum  perfefte  difparuerit ;  dein  fcnfira  af- 

funde 

Laftis  vaccini  bulllentis,  uncias  oclo. 

Liquor  ad  Condylomata. 

R  Spiritus  vini  reftificati, 

Aceti  concentrati,  ana  unciam  unam  femis, 
Hydrargyri  muriati  fortioris,  drachmam  unam. 
Aluminis, 
Camphoras, 

Calcis  plumbi  acetatae,  ana  drachmam  femis. 
Mifce.    Verrucee  aut  condylomata  penicillo  hoc  liq'uore 
madido  femel  vel  bis  de  die  tangantur. 

LiquoR  Stypticus,  feu  Solutio  Styptica. 
R  Aluminis, 

Vitrioli  cupri,  ana  uncias  tres. 

Aqu£e  fontanse,  libras  duas. 
Coquantur  ad  folutionem  j  liquor!  filtrato  adde 

Acidi  vltriolici  concentrati  drachmam  unam  fcmis. 

N  n  2  Loxr* 
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LOTIO  PROPHYLACTICA. 

R  Hydrargyri  muriati  fortiori*,  drachmam  unam. 
Terendo  in  mortario  vitreo  fenfira  afFunde 

Aquae  calcis  recentis  llbras  duas. 
Liquor  in  vafe  claufo  per  fubfidentiam  dcpuratus  a  fedi- 

mento  flave,  et  limpidus  in  lagena  probe  obturata,  ufui 

fervetur, 

LoTio  Prophylactica  Alia. 

R  Acidi  nitri  hydrargyrati,  grana  o£lo — duodeclm. 
Aqu£e  deftillatse,  llbram  unam. 

Vel, 

K  Hydrargyri  muriati  fortioris,  grana  decern — duodecim, 
Aquse  deftillatse,  libram  unam. 

Vel, 

R  Aquae  calcis  reccnter  paratsCj  quantum  placets 
Vel, 

K  Alcali  caufticf,  guttas  fex:. 

Aquae  diftillatae,  quantum  fatis. 
Ita  ut  mucum  a  lingua  lenitur  tpllat. 

LoTio  Syphili'^ica  Flava. 

Eadem  eft  ac  Lotio^  ProphylaBica  prima. 

LoTio  Syphilitica  Nigra. 

R  Hydrargyri  muriati  mitioris,  drachmam  unam. 
Aquse  calcis  recentis,  uncias  quatuor. 

LoTio  Syphilitica  Tonica. 

Vide  fupra  De(o£ium  Magmatis  ex  DecoBo  Syphilitico  Robo- 
rante, 

Lotio  ad  Ulcera  Syphilitica. 

R  Spirltus  Rofmarini,  vei  fpirituj  alius  cujufcunque,  quan- 
turn  placet. 

Linteumcarptumcodeiiipi*(3>JwnifiiEpIus  ulceii  applicetur. 
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Nota.    Idem  quoque  egregie  fervit  pro  lotlone  pro- 
phyladlica. 

R  Acidi  nitri  hydrargyrati,  grana  quindecim. 
Aquae  diftillatae,  libram  unam. 

rely 

R  HydrargyrI  muriati  fortioris,  grana  decern. 

Plumbi  acetati,  drachmam  femis. 

Aquae  fontanse,  libram  unam. 
Mifce. 

LoTio  AD  Ulcera  Syphilitica  Composita. 

R  Aquae  calcis  recentis,  unclas  duas. 

Tutiaj  preparatse,  grana  undccim.' 

Vitrioli  cupri,  grana  tria — quatuor- 

Mellis  rofacei,  drachmam  unam. 
MIfce. 

MiXTUILA  LaxANS. 

S  Gummi  Arabici,  unciam  unam. 

Olei  amygdalarum  dulcis,  uncias  duas. 

Deco6li  hordei,  uncias  decern. 

Mannae,  unciam  unam. 

Mellis,  unciam  femis. 
Mifce,  fumat  cochlearea  quatuor  bis  terve  de  die. 

PltOL^  AD  BlENNORRHOEAM. 

R  Cupri  vitriolati,  granam  feptem,  cum  femifla. 

Radicis  rhei  palmati,  drachmam  unam. 

Extrafti  cinchonae  officinalis,  drachmas  duas. 
Mifce  j  fiant  pilulae  triginta. 

Sumat  unam — quatuor  de  die, 

R  Terebinthinae  coftje,  drachmas  duas. 

Radicis  rhei  palmati  pulvcrifati,  drachmsrm  unam. 

Mifc^, 
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Mifcc,  fiat  maffa  diviclenda  in  pilulas  triginta  fex. 
Sur&at  pilulas  quatuor  bis  de  die. 

Nota.  Quandoque  addiintur  limaturie,  vel  cakis  fern*, 
grana  decern. 

B  Gummi  Arabici 
_      Radicis  rhei  palmati.  ana  ur.clam  unam. 

Balfami  copaivae,  quantum  fatis,  ut  fiant  pilulas  grano- 

rum  quatvor. 
Sumat  quatuor — fex — mane  et  vefperi. 

Pilule  ex  Hydrargyro  nitrato. 

R  Hydrargyri  nitrati  cinerei,  "Ph.  Edin,  grana  viginti  qua- 
tuor. 

Tere  cum  extradli  glycyrrhizse  quantum  fatis  ut  fiant  pi- 
lulae  triginti  quatuor,  confpergendae  pulvere  fpe- 
cierum  aromaticarum. 

PxLUL^  EX  Hydrargyro  calcinato. 

K  Hydrargyri  calcinati  laevigati,  grana  o£lo. 

ExtraSi  glycyrrbizse,  quantum  fatis  ut  fiat  malTa  di- 
ridcnda  in  pilulas  duodecim. 

Nota.  Quandoque  adduntur  mafTce,  extratli  thebaic! 
Ph.  Land,  grana  o£i:o. 
Sumat  pllulam  unam  omni  nofte,  vel  duabus  nodi- 
bus  continuis,  intermilTa  tertia. 

Pilule  ex  Hydrargyro  muriato  mitiori. 

R  Hydrargyri  murlati  niitiovis,  drachmam  fcmis. 

Succi  papaveris  fomnfferi  infpiffati,  grana  quindecini. 

Tartari  antimouialis,  grana  tria. 
Confervse  cynofbati,  quantum  fatis  ut  fiat  malfa  dividends 

in  pilulas  quindecim. 
Sumat  pilulara  unam  omni  nodle. 


PlLULiE  EX  Hydrargyro  Vitriolato. 

R  Hydrargyti  vitriolati,  grana  quatuor^ 


Balfami 
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Balfami  TolutanI,  grana  quinque. 
Sued  papavcris  fomniferi  infpiffati,  granum  femis. 
Mifce.    Fiant  pilulae  dua;,  quarum  una  vel  arabae  de  die 
fumantur. 

Pilule  kx  HroRARGYRo  Terebinthinato. 

Hydrargyri  purificatl,  unclam  unam. 
Terebinthinse  optlmae,  drachmam  unam  femls. 
Terantur  fimul,  donee  hydrargyrum  perfe6le  difparuerit  j 
addendo,  fi  opus  fit,  guttulas  aliquot  olei  terebinthinosj 
dein  cum  pulveris  glycyrrliizae,  -quantum  fatis,  fiant  pi- 
lulae  ofloginta. 

Sumat  unam  vel  du::s  pilulas  omni  mane  et  pro  re  nata,  «- 
tiara  vefpere. 

Pilule  ex  Hydrargyro  Gummoso. 
B  Hydrargyri  purificati, 

Pulveris  gurami  Arabici,  ana  drachmas  tres, 

Confervse  cynofbati,  quantum  fatis, 
Terantur  in  mortario  vitreo  vel  marmoreo,  donee  globuli 

hydrargyri  perfefte  difparuerint  5  continuetur  tunc  tritu-- 

ratio  adhuc  per  horam  5  dein  adde 
Micae  panis  albi,  unciam  femis. 
Sublgantur  bene  in  maflam,  ex  qua  formentur  pllula;  grano- 

rum  trium,  pulvere  magnefica  vel  glycyrrhizse  [confper- 

gendte. 

Sumat  pilulas  fex  omni  mane  et  vefpere. 

Vel,. 

R  Hydrargyri  purificati,  fcrupulum  unum.  ,  ' 

Amyli,  drachmam  unam. 
Formentur  cum  mucilaginis  gummi  Arabici  quantum  fiitH- 

cit  in  pilulas  viginti. 
Sumat  duas  quotidie. 

Pilule  Laxantes. 

R  Aloes  foccotrinas,  grana  duodcclni. 
Gummi  pambogiae,  grana  fex. 

Olei 
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Olei  flellati  anifi,  guttas  trcs. 
Probe  fimul  tritis  adde 

Syrupi  fimplicis  quantum  fatis  ut  fiat  malTa  dividenda  i» 
pilulas  fex. 
Sumat  pilulam  unam  vel  duas  vefperi, 

PiLULiC  PuRGANTES. 

R  Maffae  pilularum  Rufi,  dracljraam  femis. 
Refinae  jalappae, 

Hydrargyri  muriati  mitloris,  ana  grana  quatuor, 
Mifce,  fiant  pilulae  N*'  tres. 
Sumat  pro  doll. 

PULVIS  AD  BiENNORRHAGIAM. 

I       R  Nitri, 

Sacchari,  ana  grana  qulndecim. 
Camphorse  pineis  fubaftse.  grana  duo. 
Mifce,  fiat  pulvis  omni  hora  vel  bihorio  fumendus 
*  Multum  a  quibufdam  laudatur, 

Ve/, 

R  Gummi  Arabici,  fcrupulum  unum. 
Nitri,  grana  decern. 

Camphoras  pineis  fubaclae,  granum  unum — tria. 
Mifce.    Sumat  pulverem  hunc  quater  de  die. 

Pulvis  Syphiliticus, 

R  Hydrargyri  muriati  mitioris  praecipitati,  grana  duo. 

Saccliari,  grana  quindecim. 
Mifce.    Sumat  omni  no<Rc. 

SoLUTio  Gummosa. 

R  Gumrai  Mimofas  niloticae  pulveiifati  (gummi  Arabici), 
drachmas  duas. 
Solve  in  aquae  fervidse,  libris  duabus. 

Soi.utio  HyDRAiiGTni  Muriati  fortiorts. 

R  Hydragyri  muriati  fortioris,  grana  fexaginla  quatuor. 

Aqux 
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Aquae  deftillatae,  uncias  quatuor. 
Solutis  adde 

Sails  ammoniaci,  drachmam  unarti.  Mifce. 
Sumat  guttas  fedeciin  In  libra  decodi  farfaparillae,  vel  mal- 

ti,  hordei,  &c.  omni  die. 
Pro  re  nata  tinftura  Thebaica  additur,  et  dofis  guttarum  ad 
quadraglnta  o£lo  gradatim  augetur. 
Nota.    Sedecim  guttse  folutlonis  hujus  contincHt  gra- 
num  fern  is  hydrargyri. 

Syrupus  Hydrargyri. 

R  Hydrargyri  purificati,  fcrupulum  unum. 
Gummi  Arabic!,  fcrupulos  ires. 
Confervas  cynofbati,  quantum  fatis. 
^Tere  in  mortarlo  non  metallico,  donee  hydrargyrum  pen! 
tus  difparuetit  j  dein  continuando  triturationem  adhuc 
per  horam,  adde 
Syrupi  limplicis,  unciam  unam  femls. 
Sumat  mane  et  vefpere  quantum  capit  cochleare  parvulum 
ligneum  vel  eburneura. 

TlNCTURA  FeRRI. 

K  Ferri  vitriolati, 

Tartar!  purificati,  ana  uncias  quatuor. 
Aquae  fontanse,  libras  fex. 
Coquantur  in  vafe  ferreo  fub  continua  agitatione,  ad  ficcita- 
tem  fere,  tunc  in 
Aquae  cinnamoni  fimplicis,  unciis  quatuor  foluta,  atque 
cum  liquoris  anodyni  mineralis  HofFmanni  diluta,  di- 
gerantur,  et  filtrentur. 

Vel  meliusy 

•R  Limaturae  ferri  purse  laevigatae,  unciam  unam, 

Acidi  murlatici  concentrati,  quantum  fatis  ut  ferrum  per- 
fefle  folvantur.  • 
Solutio  per  aliquot  tempus  quietl  expofita,  filtreter  j  dein 
ex  retorta  vitrea  in  balneo  arense  deftilletur  ad  ficcltatem. 
MaflTa  in  retorta  r^fidua  in  loco  humido  feponatur,  donee 
O  o  deliqucfcat. 
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deliquefcat.  Maffa  deliquefcens  phialae  epiftomio  vitrco 
mftruftae  immittatur,  eique  tetheris  vitriolici  concentrati 
unciae  duae  addantur  5  tunc  phiala  exafte  claufa  probe  a- 
gitetur,  unde  maxima  pars  ferri  getheri  jungitur.  Quam- 
primum  aether  ferro  imprsegnatus  poft  brevem  quietem 
fupernatat,  a  liquore  inferior!  efFundltur,  et  cum  dupla 
quantitate  fpirltus  vini  reftificatiffimi  mifcetur,  atque  in 
vafe  vitreo  exadtiffimc  obturato  ufui  fervatur. 

Nota.  Haec  tinftura  eft  preparatio  correfta  Tinclurcc 
Nervince,  jure  Celebris,  quae  diu  fecreta  ba- 
bita,  nuper  Imperatricis  Roffise  munificentia 
publici  juris  fafta  eft. 

Trochisci  Keyseri. 

B  Hydrargyri  purificati,  quantum  placet. 
Diuturna  trituratione  vertatur  in  pulverem  nigrum,  qui  ex 
retorta  fublimatus,  longa  denuo  trituratione  in  aceto  con- 
centrato  diflblvatur  5  addendo  fub  finem 
Mannae,  quantum  fatis,  ut  fiant  trochifci. 

Nota.    Taediofo  huic  proceffui  fequehs  prseferrl  mc- 
retur. 

Trochisci  ex  Hydrargyro  Acetato. 

R  Hydrargyri  nitrati  rubri,  quantum  placet. 
Cum  aceto  deftillato  coquatur  ad  ficcitatem.  Mafla  refidua^ 
cum  mattna,  lege  artis,  in  trochifcos  formetur. 

Trochisoi  ex  - Saccharo  Hydrargyrato. 

-R  Hydrargyri  purificati,  unciam  unam. 

Saccliari  candi,  uncias  duas. 
Triturentur,  donee  hydrargyrum  perfcfte  difparuerit  j  tunc 

ex  maffa,  lege  artis,  fiant  trochifci  ponderis  drachms  di- 

midiae. 

ViNUHl  RoBORANS  AD  BlENNORRHOEAM. 

R  Corticis  cinchoncB  ofiicinalis,  uncias  duas. 
Gallarum,  drachmas  duas. 
>aryophillorum  aromaticorum,  drachmam  femis. 

Pulverifata 
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Pulverlfata  infunde  in 

Vini  rubri  libra  una  per  biduum,  fepius  agitando ;  liquo- 
rem  per  fubfidentiam  depuratum  effunde,  et  maffam  re- 
fiduam  cum  aquae  fontanse,  libra  infunde  per  horam. — 
Cola,  et  mlfce  cum  priori. 

Sumat  cochlearia  quatuor  majora  ter  quaterve  de  die. 

ViNUM  TONICUM. 

Corticis  cinchonse  officinalis  fubtiliffime  pulverifati,  un- 

ciam  unam  femis. 
Infunde  in  vini  generofi  uncils  fedecim  per  biduum,  fae- 

pius  agitando, 

Dein  effunde  liquorem  per  fubfidentiam  d-epuratum,  eiquc 
adde 

Olei  cajeput  (ex  foliis  melaleuca-leucadendri  deftillatio- 
ne  obtenti,)  cum  facchari  albi,  uncia  una  triti,  guttas 
quadraginta  ofto. 

Liquoris  anodyni  mineralis,  uncias  duas. 
Sumat  uncias  duas — tres,  bis  terve  de  die. 

Unguentdm  Hydrargyw. 

R  Adlpis  fuilll  recentis  curati,  uncias  duas. 

Liquefiat  leni  calore,  et  dura  ab  igne  rcmotus  fpiffefcere 

ineipit,  adde  gradatim,  triturando, 
Hydrargyri  purificati,  uncias  duas, 

Contlnuando  triturationem,  poftquam  hydrargyrum  omne 
difparuerit,  adhuc  per  bihorium. 
Servetur  in  loco  frigido. 

Nota.  Aliquando  praeftat  parare  h(5ic  unguentum  ex 
anatica  portione  butyri  cacao,  vel  etiam  mu- 
cilaginis  gumnai  Arabici. 

Unguentom  ex  PuJmbo  Acetato. 

R  Olei  olivarum  dulcis,  uncias  ofto. 
Cerae  albse,  unciam  unam  femis. 
Plumbi  acetati,  laevigati,  drachmas  duas. 
Plumbum  acctatum  cum  portione  olei  triturctur  j  dein  cera 

O  o  2  cum 
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cum  oleo  reliquo  calefafta,  addatur  agitando  maflam,  do< 
ncc  frigefc^t. 

Unguentum  Syphiliticum  Album. 

B  Hydrargyjri  ex  acido  muriatico  mediante  alkali  vegetabi- 
li  praecipitati,  drachmas  duas. 
Axungise  porcinae  recentis  curatse,  unciam  unam  femis. 
Mifce  terendo. 

Jngpentum  Syphiliticum  Citrinum. 
R  Hydrargyri  purificati, 

Acidi  nJtrofi  concentrati,  ana  unciam  unam. 
DIgere  in  balneo  arense,  donee  folvatur  hydrargyrum  ;  deiti 
adde  triturando 
Qlei  olivarum  dulcis,  uncias  quatuor. 
Axunglae  porcinte,  uncias  o£lo. 

Nota.    Quandoque  praeftat  dupla  quantitas  axungia;. 

Unguentum  Syphiliticum  Rubrum. 

B  Hydrargyri  nitrati  rubri,  drachmas  duas.  ' 

Unguenti  bafilici,  unciam  unam  femis, 
Mifce  triturandp. 

Unguentum  Syphiliticum  Resolvens. 
R  Unguenti  Hydrargyri, 

-! —  de  arthanita,  ana  unciam  unam. 

Radicis  atropa-mandragorae  pulverifatae,  unciam  unam 
femis. 
Mellis  quantum  fatis. 

Unguentum  Syphiliticum  Viride. 

B  Cupri  acetati  laevigati,  grana  duodecim. 

Olei  olivarum  dulcis,  uncias  tres. 
Mifce  terendo. 

Portio  linteo  earpto  excepta  ulceri  fyphilitico  applicetur. 
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A 

SHORT  REVIEW 

OF  A  LAT^ 

Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Dijeafe 

JOHN  HUNTER. 


!Mr  Foot,  in  his  Obfirvations  upon  the  new  opinions 
contained  in  this  Treatife,  has  taken  them  up  already 
in  fo  mafterly  a  manner,  that  there  remains  httle 
to  be  added.  However,  on  perufing  the  great  bopk, 
I  found  feveral  paflages  which  deferved  fome  further 
notice,  in  order  to  render  young  pradlitioners  more 
cautious  not  to  be  deceived  by  fpecious  and  falla- 
cious reafoning,  fupported  by  profcfTorial  authority, 
as  well  as  to  Ihow  my  readers  more  particularly  the 
reafons  how  it  happens  that  my  ideas  on  the  nature 
as  well  as  on  the  cure  of  venereal  complaints  (nearly 
of  every  one  of  them)  are  either  different  or  diredlly 
oppofite  to  thofe  advanced  by  Mr.  John  Hunter. 

Mr.  Hunter  fets  out  with  faying,  "  That  he  was 
"  induced  by  two  motives  to   publifh  his  Treatife 
Firft,  In  hopes  that  feveral  new  obfervations  con- 

"  tained 
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"  tained  in  it  will  be  deemed  worthy  of  the  public  at- 
"  tention ;  and  in  the  next  place,  becaufe  he  was 
"  delirous  to  have  an  opportunity  of  aflerting  his 
"  right  to  fome  opinions  that  have  made  their  way 
"  into  the  world  under  other  names."  Had  he  invert- 
ed the  thelis,  and  faid  that  he  fat  down  with  the  pen 
in  his  hand,  to  prove  how  many  whimfical  ideas  and 
monftrous  excrefcences  of  his  brain  an  ingenious  man 
may  think  worthy  of  the  public  attention;  and,  fe- 
condly,  How  much  a  vain  man,  who  is  ignorant  of 
the  different  writings  and  difcoveries  made  by  his 
cotemporaries  of  the  fame  profeffion,  can  attribute 
to  himfelf  what  he  Ihould  have  attributed  to  others 
— he  would  have  come,  I  believe,  pretty  near  the 
truth.  This,  however,  mult  always  be  the  cafe,  when 
a  man  fits  down  and  writes  with  the  fuUeft  perfua- 
lion,  that^  feeling  himfelf  polTefTed  of  fome  genius, 
ail  the  reft  of  his  profelTion  have  none ;  or  becaufe 
fome  new  ideas  on  a  particular  fubjedl  occur  to  his 
mind,  nobody  clfe  can  have  difcovered,  or  is  able 
to  difcover,  any  thing  new  upon  the  fame'  fubjedi. 
He  muft  of  confequence  be  greatly  miftaken,  efpe- 
cially  if  fome  of  thefe  new  ideas  or  difcoveries  now 
claimed  by  him,  have  been  made  a  long  while  be- 
fore by  others,  and  he  having  been  informed  of  them 
in  private  converfation,  had  either  forgot  this  point, 
or  wdflies  to  make  the  world  believe  that  thefe  dif- 
coveries were  made  by  himfelf. — The  author  feem§ 
here  to  infinuate,  that  fome  difcoveries  of  his  on  this 
fubjedl  have  been  publiflied  by  other? ;  but  as  he  does 
not  fpecify  this  kind  of  theft  or  robbery,  we  muft 
defer  this  difcuHion  till  he  has  made  good  his  charge, 

and 
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and  points  out  the  particular  fads,  experiments,  and 
obfervations  which  he  claims  as  his  property. 

Page  2.  he  fays  "  The  fuppofition  of  the  lues  being 
*'  combined  with  other  difeafes,  appears  to  me  to  be 
"  founded  in  ignorance^  becaufe  I  have  never  feen 
"  any  fuch  cafes,  and  iDecaufe  they  do  not  feem  to 
"  me  to  be  confiftent  with  the  principles  of  difeafed 
*'  adion  in  the  animal  oeconomy."  As  Mr.  H.  is  fo  libe- 
ral in  charging  others  with  ignorance,  he  will  excufe 
me,  when  I  fay,  that  this  manner  of  reafoning  appears 
to  me  to  be  founded  on  ignorance  and  pride,  and 
confequently  perfedlly  inadmiffible  ;  efpecially  as 
there  is  hardly  a  pradlitioner  who  has  not  feen  repeat- 
edly the  contrary  in  his  pradlice.  Patients  of  the 
lower  clafs  of  people  are  often  affeded  with  the  itch, 
and  at  the  fame  time  with  cutaneous  venereal  erup- 
tions. In  failors  too,  it  is  not  fo  rare  to  find  blot- 
ches produced  by  the  fea-fcurvy  united  with  the  ve- 
nereal ones,  and  who  has  not  feen  fcrophulous  perfons 
aifecled  with  all  the  fymptoms  of  the  lues  venerea? 

P.  ii.itisfald,  "That a  woman  without  any  fymp- 
"  tom  may  give  the  lues;"  and,  p.  12.  "  That,  to 

communicate  the  difeafe,  it  is  necelTary  that  the 
*'  venereal  adion  fhould  firft  take  place,  and  that 
*'  the  matter  lliould  be  formed  in  confequence  of  that 
"  adlion  ;  and  that  therefore  a  perfon  having  the  ve- 
"  nereal  irritation  in  any  form  not  attended  with  a  dif- 
*'  charge,  cannot  communicate  the  difeafe  to  another." 
Mr.  H.  in  confequence  of  this,  "  allows  married 
"  men    to   cohabit    with    their   wives    as  long 

"  there 
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"  there  appear  no  fymptoms ;  nay,  he  even  would 
"  allow  a  man,  who  has  a  clap,  to  have  connexion 
"  with  a  found  woman,  if  he  took  great  care  to  clear 
all  the  parts  of  any  matter,  without  any  fear  of  in- 
"  fedting  the  woman."  The  firft  of  thefe  propoli- 
tions  feeras  to  be  an  open  contradidlion :  And  with 
regard  to  the  latter,  I  fear  Mr.  H.  would  not  trufl  to 
make  the  experiment  himfelf  upon  his  own  wife ;  I 
certainly  would  not  try  it  upon  mine. 

P.  17.  From  the  frequent  appearance  of  fhankersr 
and  gonorroea'in  the  fame  perfon  at  the  fame  time, 
I  fufpedl  indeed  with  Mr.  H.  "  that  the  urethra  ne- 
"  ver  fympathifes  with  the  flianker ;  and  that  confe- 
"  quently  the.  difeafed  adiion  of  the  one  does  not  de- 
"  ftroy  the  difeafsd  adiion  of  the  other." 

P.  19.  line  4.  he  maintains,  *'  That  the  matter  of 
"  every  fore  or  fecreting  furface  will  not  become 
"  venereal  by  applying  venereal  matter  to  it." — 
From  my  obfervations  I  am  convinced  of.  the  con- 
trary. 

P.  20,  21.  Nothing  but  loofe  theoretical  reafoning 
unfupported  by  any  well-authenticated  fadls* 

P.  29,  30,  31.  He  attributes  the  difcovery  "that 
"  pus  may  be  formed  by  inflammation  without  ulcera- 
"  tion,  to  his -brother  Dr.  W.  Hunter  and  to  Mr. 
"  Sharp,  made  1749:"  Probably,  becaufe  he  was  ig- 
norant of  this  difcovery  having  been  made  feveral 
years  before  by  Mor^a^ni  in  Italy,  and  De  Haen  at 

Vienna. 
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Vienna.    This  alfo  eafily  accounts  for  other  writers 
not  mentioning  Dr.  Hunter  or  Mr.  Sharp. 

P.  31,32.  Ifindtheaffertion,  "  Thatafter  theconta- 
"  mination  the  gonorrhoea  is  earlier  in  its  appearance 
"  than  fhankers,"  falfe,  or  at  leaft  too  general.  I  have 
feen  many  times  fhankers  appear  within  12  or  24  hours 
after  coition,  and  hardly  ever  a  gonorrhoea  before 
the  fecond  or  third  day.  Gonorrhoeas  ariling  fo  late 
as  four  or  fix  weeks  after  a  fuppofed  infedlion,  with 
an  unufualfenfation  before  its  eruption,  made  me  of 
late  rather  believe,  that  thefe  gonorrhoeas  arife  from, 
a  formerly  tainted  habit,  having  often  feen  fhankers 
arife  with  the  fame  fymptoms  from  the  fame  caufe. 

P.  55.  "  It  has  been  afTerted,  but  without  proof, 
*'  that  in  cafes  of  fwelled  tellicles  in  confequence  of 
"  a  gonorrhosa,  it  is  not  the  teflicle  itfelf  that  fvvells, 

but  the  epididymis."  The  writer  who  firft  made 
this  difcovery  ,  faid  in  exprefs  terms,  that  this  was 
the  cafe  in  the  beginning  of  the  diforder  ;  which  every 
unprejudiced  perfon  may  convince  himfelf  of  by  daily 
experience. 

P.  69.  He  fays,  *'  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  medi-. 
"  cine  is  very  feldom  of  any  fervice  in  this  form  of 
"  the  difeafe  (gonorrhcea)."  A  favourite  affertion  of 
fome  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  wifli  to  make  the  world 
believe  they  are  more  enlightened  and  more  candid 
than  the  reft  of  their  brethren.  However,  in  p.  ^5 
I  find  "local  applications  maybe  eitherinternal  to  the 
'*  urethra,  external  to  the  penis,  or  both;  all  of  which 

"  will  in  many  cafes  be  neceflTary."  Internal 

^  P  "  medicines 
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"  medicines  feem  the  moft  likely  to  cure  this  fpecies 
"  of  difeafe."  And  a  little  further  on,-*"  local  appli- 
"  cations  are  either  in  a  folid  or  fluid  form :  the  fluid 
"  is  a  temporary  application,  and  of  fhort  duration: 
"  the  folid  applications  would  appear  to  have  an  ad- 
"  vantage  over  tTie  fluid  applications  by  their  con- 
^*  tinuance  ;  but  they  ingeneralirritate  immediately, 
"  from  their  folidity  alone  &c,"  This,  and  the  vk^iole 
ftyle  of  rcafoning  till  the  end  of  this  fedion,  if  it  be 
reafoning,  is  a  ftrange  kind  of  reafoning  indeed  I  But 
let  us  fee  the  inference  of  this  reafoning,  "  That  folid 
*'  applications  are  preferable  to  fluid  ones;  but  that 
"  this  latter  irritate  in  general  immediately,  and  the 
"  lefs  ufe  we  make  of  them  the  better  ;  though  he 
"  had  never  feen  any  bad  effe£l  from  them  in  any 
"  cafe,"  And  a  moment  after  he  fays,  *'  fluid  appli- 
"  cations,  it  appears  from  pradice,  will  often  have 
"  almoft  an  immediate  effed  upon  the  fymptoms ; 
"  and  they  mufl:  be  ufed  often  in  cafee  where  they 
"  are  found  to  be  of  fcrvice."  The  whole,  I  think, 
needs  no  comment  I 

P.  77.  We  find  the  fame  fl:range  manner  of  rea- 
foning, "  about  the  ftoppingthedifcharge  and  inflam- 
mation," continued.  The  following  will  ferve  as  an 
example  :  "  when  the  difcharge  is  an  eflecl  of  pre- 
"  fent  inflammation,  it  may  be  fl:opt  by  injedions, 
"  though  the  inflammation  fl;ill  continues  in  fome  de- 
"  gree,  and  may  afterwards  be  removed  without  the 
«'  difcharge  ever  re-appearing  :  but  I  believe,  that  by 
"  this  pradice  little  is  gained;  for  the  efl^ed  of  th« 
"  inflammation  is  not  the  difeafe  which  we  willi  to 
"  remove.    However,  we  find,  that  the  fame  me- 

"  thod 
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*'  thod  which  flops  the  difcharge,  alfo  removes  the 
"  inflammation,  although  not  always,  and  only  I  be- 
"  hevc  when  the  inflammation  is  flight."  And, 

P.  79.  "  Sedative injedion  will  always  be  of  fer- 
»'  vice ;  not  by  leflTening  the  difeafe,  but-by  leflTening 
"  the  difeafed  adion,  and  are  very  ufeful  in  relie- 
*'  ving  the  painful  feehngs."  I  think,  if  they  do  this, 
Mr  H.  might  have  allowed  that  they  leffen  the  difeafe. 

P.  .89.  He  fays"  the  balfams,  turpentines,  diflfol- 
"  ved  in  water." — This,  I  fuppofc,  is  one  ofMrH's. 
difcovcries  in  chemifl:ry,  which  certainly  nobody 
will  difpute  him ;  for  this  is  the  firfl:  inftance  I  know 
of,  of  thofe  fubftances  being  foluble  in  water. — In 
the  fame  page,  I  find  "  emollients  may  be  ufed  like- 
"  wife  externally  (in  gonorrhoea),  in  form  of  fo- 
*'  mentation;"  and  p.  81,  "  External  applications, 
"  fuch  as  poultices  and  fomentations,  can  be  of  little 
fervice. 

P.  82.  He  recommends  the  mercurial  ointment; 
but  obferves,  "  that  the  pradice  rather  arifes  from  a 
"  kind  of  pradlical  analogy,  than  real  knowledge  of 

its  ufe  in  fuch  cafes."  And  p.  83.  '*  When  the  in- 
"  flammation  runs  along  the  duds  of  the  glands,  in 
*'  particular  the  mercurial  ointment  is  to  be  freely 
"  applied  to  the  parts." 

P.  91.  He  recommends  bleeding  and  purging,  for 
mentations  and  poultices,  for  fwelled  tefticles,  with- 
out mentioning  upon  what  ground  or  authority.  I 

wifli  the  patient  joy  of  a  fpeedy  recovery  under  the 
ufe  of  thefc  medicine*. 

P  P  2  P.  92, 
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P.  92.  He  obferves,  "  Some  have  gone  further,  by 
recommending  the  introduaion  of  venereal  matter 
"  into  the  urethra  (for  removing  a  fwelhng  of  the 
"  tefticle);  but  this  appears  to  be  only  conceit,  and 
•  is  founded  upon  a  fuppofition  that  fuch  difeafes  a- 
"  rife  only  from  venereal  irritations,  Sec." — This 
method  has  never  been  recommended  but  infwellings 
of  this  kind  fronLU-venereal  caufe;  and  by  no  means 
upon  conceit,  as  now  and  then,  I  am  afraid,  is  the 
cafe  with  our  author,  but  from  authentic  obfervations, 
founded  on  numerous  experiments,  made  and  pubr 
Mied  about  twenty  years  ago,  in  one  of  the  greatefl: 
Military  hofpitals  of  Europe,  which  were  afterwards 
confirmed  bj  Mr  Plenck  and  Dr  Lang.  The  author 
feems  to  give  it  likewife  as;  a  new  obfervation  of  his 
own,  that  fwellings  of  the  tefticles  are  produced  by 
other  caufes.  This,  however,  has  been  known  and 
mentioned  by  nearly  every  writer  on  the  difeafes  of 
the  genitals,  ancient  and  modern,  from  Celfu5  down 
to  the  prefent  age. 

P.  Ill,  Note,  He  fays,  "  Many  other  kinds  of  ob- 
"  ftrudions  (in  the  urethra)  are  defcribed  by  authors, 

none  of  which  I  have  ever  feen;  and  as  probably 
^'  I  have  opened  more  urethras  after  death,  where 
"  there  was  an  obftrudlion  of  the  palfage,  than  all 
"  the  authors  who  have  written  on  this  fubjed,  I 
"  am  inclined  to  beheve,  that  they  wrote  from  ima- 
"  gination  only." — Allowing  the  principal  alTertion 
to  be  true,  it  would  appear  that  Mr  J.  H.  has  read 
all  the  authors  that  have  written  on  this  fubjed 
which  I  will  not  now  difpute:  but  we  Ihould  rather 
expedf  that  a  man  of  fo  great  learning  and  erudition 

would 


ON  THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE.  301 


would  be  a  little  more  modeft  in  drawing  fuch  gene- 
ral conclufions. 

P.  237.  In  fpeaking  of  the  treatment  of  phymofis, 
he  fays,  "I  believe  the  mercury  fhould  be  given  fpa~ 

ringlyr  And  the  moment  after,  "  I  therefore  do 
"  fuppofe,  that  fuch  medicines  as  may  be  thought 
"  necelTctry  for  the  conftitution,  fhould  be  given 
"  liberally  as  well  as  the  fpecificT — If  under  the  word 
fpecific,  mercury  is  to  be  underftood,  and  I  cannot 
fuppofe  any  thing  elfe,  the  young  practitioner,  who. 
wiflies  to  follow  Mr.  H.'s  advice,  will  be  a  little  puz- 
zled, I  am  afraid,  about  the  dofe  of  the  remedy. 

P.  248,  249.  He  gives  us  another  fpecimen  of  his 
chemical  knowledge.  *'  In  the  following  cafe"  he 
fays  "  the  lixivium  faponarium  produced  a  fpeedy 
"  cure;"  and  then  proceeds,  *'  after  having  tried  fe- 
"  veral  methods  in  vain,  I  ordered  40  drops  of  the 
"  lixivium  tartari  to  be  taken  fevery  evening  in  a  ba- 
"  fon  of  broth."  Mr.  H.  furely  does  not  mean,  that 
thefe  two  fubftances  are  the  fame  :  for  if  he  was  of 
this  opinion,  I  humbly  fugged,  that  the  former  is 
caujlic  alkali,  and  would  undoubtedly  kill  the  patient 
if  given  in  the  dofe  he  prefcribes ;  and  the  latter, 
which  h  mild  alkali,  may  be  given  without  any  dan- 
ger. 

P.  255.  In  the  hiftory  of  aV^forbents,  no  mention 
is  made  of  Dr.  Meckel,  who  was  the  fird  writer  on 
this  fubjcd  and  who  firft  taught  publicly  the  doclrine 
ftbout  the  lymphatic  fyflem  and  abforbents  at  Berlin, 

a,  good 
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a  good  many  years  before  Dr.  Will.  Hunter  or  any 
other  Profeflbr  in  this  country. 

P.  293.  "  We  never  find  a  bubo  from  the  ab- 
*'  forption  of  matter ;  when  there  are  venereal  fores 
•*  on  the  arms,  &c,  there  are  no  fwellings  of  the 

glands  of  the  arm- pit"— If  Mr.  H.  by  the  word  we 
underilands  himfelf,  I  cannot  controvert  that  he  has 
never  feen  any  fuch  thing ;  but  I  have  feen  a  bubo 
under  the  arm -pit  from  a  venereal  tetter  on  the  el- 
how,  and  a  bubo  in  the  loins  from  a  venereal  ulcer 
jn  the  toe ;  aud  other  practitioners  have  obferved  fi- 
milar  fwellings  from  the  fame  caufe. — the  reafoning 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  page  is  vague,  con- 
tradided  by  fads. 

P.  294,  296.  We  find  the  fame  reafoning  continu- 
ed ;  and  p.  297,  he  tells  us  modeftly,  that  he  has 
more  knowledge  and  fagacity  than  the  reft  of  his 
brethren  ;  and  pronouitces  ulcers  not  venereal,  which 
the  reft  of  the  LQudon  furgeons  declared  to  be  vene- 
real. And  when  we  come  to  enquire,  why  he  thought 
them  to  be  not  venereal,  we  find  it  is,  becaufe  it  ap- 
peared  to  him  fo.  ' 

P.  300,  301.  nothing  but  vague  and  falfe  conclu- 
fions  from  vague  and  falfe  premifes. 

P.  302.  He  fays,  "  ^hat  a  gonorrhoea  or  fhanker  is 
as  eafily  cured  when  the  conftitution  is  poxed  eithei" 
by  them  or  previous  to  their  appearance,  as  when 
"  the  perfon  is  in  perfect  health;  but  the  conftitution 
"  cannot  be  cured  without  the  flianker  being  cu- 

*'  red.' 
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«  red."— Both  thcfe  propofitions  are  groundlefs  and 
contradided  by  every  day's  experience. 

p.  307.  "  The  parts  affedted  in  the  early  ftage  of 
"  thedifeafe  are  the  Ikin,  tonfils,  nofe,  &c.;  when 
"  in  its  latter  ftate,  the  periofteum,  fafciae,  and  bones, 
"  come  into  action." — We  find  in  pradlice,  that  na^ 
ture  does  not  always  follow  fo  exadtly  the  limits  pre- 
fcribed  to  her  by  Mr.  Hunter.  I  have  feen  a  patient, 
whofe  ulna  was  fwelled  to  an  enormous  fize,  from  a 
llianker  on  the  glans  penis  the  third  week  after  its 
appearance,  without  any  other  venereal  fymptom  in 
the  body. 

P.  36-^  "  From  the  above  experiments  it  appears 
"  to  be  immaterial  what  preparation  of  mercury  is 
"  ufed  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  provided  it  is  of 
"  eafy  folution  in  our  juices,  the  preparation  eafiefl: 
"  of  folution  being  always  the  beft." — This  conclu- 
fion,  drawn  from  a  few  experiments  made  upon  him- 
felf,  is  very  defective  and  inadmiffible  in  pradice  : 
for  we  daily  fee,  that  the  preparation  of  mercury, 
which  agrees  very  well  with  one  patient,  difagrees 
with  the  other  ,  and  that  it  is  confequehtly  very  ma- 
terial what  preparation  of  mercury  wc  ufe. 

P.  368.  The  poultice  made  of  gum  guaiac  and  de- 
codion  of  farfaparilla  with  oat-meal,  appears  to  be 
a  very  unfair  trial,  deferves  no  comparifon,  and  con- 
lequently  no  conclufion  can  be  drawn  from  it. 

P.  374.  The  nature  of  the  cafe  related  here,  not 
being  afcertained,  proves  nothing. 
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P.  307.  Note,  fays,  that  becaufe  the  ulcer  of 
the  tongue  gave  way  to  mercury,  he  fuppofed  it  to 
be  venereal ;  whereas  before, ,  he  flatly  denied  this 
inference  to  be  juft. 

P.  3q8,  309.  Is  a  continuation  of  vague  hypothec 
tical  reafoning. 

P.  310.  lie  obferves,  "  that  when  tbe  laes  vene- 
rea  has  been  cured  fo  far  as  only  to  remove  the 
"  firft  adions,  but  not  to  eradicate  the  difpofition  in 
"  i,he  deeper  feated  parts ;  under  fuch  circumftances 
"  of  the  difeafe,  it  never  attacks  again  the  external, 
*'  or  the  parts  that  were  firfl  affedled,  but  only  the 
"  deeper-feated  parts,  which  are  fecond  in  order  of 
*'  time." — This  propofition  would  make  us  believe, 
that  Mr.  H.  had  feen  very  few  patients,  or  that  he 
has  concealed  a  fad:  which  occurs  almoft  daily  in 
pradice,  viz.  that  fliankers,  after  difappearing  under 
the  ufe  of  mercury,  when  this  is  left  off,  appear  a- 
:gain  repeatedly  on  the  prepuce  or  glans.  The  cafe 
mentioned  in  the  fame  page  ihows  clearly,  that  the 
venereal  poifon  may  lie  concealed  in  the  conftitution 
for  many  months,  contrary  to  his  aflertion. 

P.  312.  Note.  This  is  to  exculpate  his  firft  wrong 
judgment  of  the  cafe,  and  is  as  lame  as  the  reafoning 
upon  the  cafe  itfelf. 

P.  313.  Contrary  to  Mr.  H.'s  opinion,  we  really 
often  fee  the  parts,  which  he  calls  firft  and  fecond^ 
in  order,  affeded  at>the  fame  tiine  ;  and  I  wonder  he 
^ould  not  have  obferved  this  himfelf. — Well  au- 
thenticated 
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tiien'ticated  obfervations  prove,  though  much  againll 
his  theory,  that  thevenerealpoifon-may  .be  in  the 
jilafs,  after  its  vifible  effects  are  cured. 

P.'3i4.  "  Mercury,  prior  to  the  adion,  will  not 
"  remove  the  difpofition,  and  of  courfe  will  not  hin- 
"I  der  the  aclion  coming  on  afterwards.  However  it  h 
"  polRble,  and  mofl;  probable,  that  the  medicine, 
"  while  it  is  prefent,  will  hinder  the  adion  taking 
"  place ;  fo  that  no  venereal  complaints  will  take 
"  place  while  under  the  courfe  of  mercury,  although 
"  the  parts  may  be  contaminated." — This  propofltion 
is  abfurd,  refuted  by  every  day's  obfervation,  and 
contradided  by  Mr.  H,  himfelf ;  for,  if  this  was 
true,  what  reafon  couJd  he  have  to  give  mercury  in- 
ternally during  a  clap,  bubo,  or  fliankers  of  the  ge- 
nitals?— The  parts  firft  in  order  are  morceafy  cu- 
red  than  thofe  of  the  fecond  order."  This  is  not 
generally  true  ;  much  depends  of  the  time  they  are 
affedled  :  if  recent,  the  latter  yield  often  as  readily 
as  the  former,  or  even  more  fo,  if  the  former  are  old 
and  inveterate, 

f  ^ 

P.  318.  He  fays,  "  We  never  find  thj^t  a  man  had 
*^  a  fhanker  a  twelvemonth  ago,  and  that  it  broke 
"  out  after  in  venereal  fcurfs  upon  the  fkin  or  ulcers 
"  in  the  throat."  I  have  feen  numberlefs  inflances 
to  the  contrary. 

.  P.  331.  Mr.  PI.  feems  as  unlucky  in  his  mathe- 
jmatical  calculations  concerning  the  feat,  extent  of 
venereal  complaints,  or  number  of  days  required  for 
the  cure,  &c.  as  he  is  in  his  chemical  obfervations. 

Q.q  P.  333.  -  This 
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P.  333.  "  This  pradlice  rauft  be  continued  fome 
"  time  after  all  fymptoms  have  difappeared,"  &c. 
"  If  the  medicine  (mercury)  were  alfo  a  cure  for  the 
"  difpofition  in  the  parts  fecond  in  order,  and  could 
"  prevent  their  coming  into  action,  it  would  be  ne- 
"  ceflary  to  continue  it  fomev^'hat  longer  on  their 

account :  but  this  is  not  the  cafe  ;  for  the  vifible 
"  effedls,  fymptoms,  or  appearances,  in  the  firft  or- 
*'  der  of  parts,  give  way  to  the  treatment,  while  the 
"  parts  that  have  only  acquired  the  difpofition,  and 

are  ftiil  inactive,  aftervvards  affume  the  a6tion  and 
"  continue  the  difeafe.  This  deceives  the  furgeon, 
"  and  leaves  the  ground- work  for  a  fecond  fet  of  lo- 

cal  efFefts  in  the  parts  fecond  in  order.  But  I  have 
"  afferted,  that  what  will  cure  an  action  will  not  cure 
*'  a  difpofition  :  if  fo,  we  fliould  pufli  our  medicine 
"  no  further  than  the  cure  of  the  vifible  efFe£ts  of 
"  the  poifon,  and  allow  whatever  parts  may  be  con- 
*'  laminated  to  come  into  adtion  afterwards." — We 
leave  this  unintelligible  jargon  without  any  com- 
ment ;  but  we  think  the  quacks  greatly  indebted  to 
Mr.  H.  for  the  laft  precept :  they  may  thus  charge 
their  patients  with  two,  three,  or  four  different  cures. 
Mr.  H.  appears,  in  this  cafe,  like  an  acute  lawyer, 
who  makes  out  of  one  law-fuit  five,  and  we  have  no- 
thing to  fay  but  to  pity  the  poor  client, 

P.  335,  336.  "  The  effedts  of  mercury  on  a  con- 
"  ftitution  will  always  be  as  the  quantity  of  mercu- 
"  ry  ;  and  when  the  fame  quantity  affeds  one  con- 
"  fiiitution  niore  than  another,  it  is  in  the  proportion 
"  of  the  irritability  of  that  conftitution  to  the  powers 

of  mercury,  entirely  independent  of  any  particu- 

"  lar 
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"  kr  preparation,  or  any  particular  mode  of  giving 
"  it."  Mr.  H.'s  ikill  in  chemiftry,  we  have  before 
obferved,  is  not  very  extenfive ;  and  we  may  there- 
fore overlook,  when  he  afferts,  that  crude  mercury 
and  corrofive  fubliinate  deferve  no  diftindion  as  to 
quality,  or  manner  of  adminiftration  in  pradlice. — - 
However,  at  the  end  of  the  page,  he  fays,  "  that  in 
"  fome  cafes  it  is  right  to  try  all  the  different  prepa- 
"  rations  of  mercLtry  ;  for  it  will  fometimes  happen, 
"  that  one  preparation  will  fucceed  when  another 
"  will  not,"  Does  he  afcribe  this  like  wife  to  the 
quantity  of  mercury  ? 

P.  339.  Mr.  H.  warns  us  againfl:  a  g;reat  impofi- 
tion,  as  he  calls  it ;  he  means  the  art  . of  avoiding  the 
bad  or  difagreeable  effeds  of  mercury  ;  becaufe  he 
fays,  "  I  believe  that  we  are  not  polfeiTed  of  any 
"  means  of  avoiding  thefe  effeds ;  viz.  of  either  dri- 
"  ving  the  mercury  to  the  mouth,"  &c.  We  are 
much  obliged  to  any  man  for  warning  US'  againft  im- 
politions  :  but  I  muft  beg  leave  to  warn  young  prac- 
titioners againft  the  'irapofing  language  of  the  Pro- 
felTor ;  and  not  go  on  harllily  in  pouring  in  large ' 
quantities  of  mercury  into  the  conftitution,  without 
any  precaution  againft  falivation,  fymtomatic  fever, 
violent  fweats,  or  gripings  and  purgings.  A  man 
like  Mr.  H.  may  perhaps  perfuade  his  patients,  that 
thofe  difagreeable  or  dangerous  effeds  are  not  owing 
to  his  inattention  or  want  of  ikill;  but  a  young  man, 
who  fets  out  in  pradice,  will  often  find  the  contrary, 
and  thereby  lofe  his  reputation. 

P.  346.  "  I  do  conceive  that  the  recent  vene- 
'*  real  fores  are  upon  the  whole  more  difficult  to  cure 

Q^q  2  than 
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"  than  the  conHitutional  ones;  at  lead,  they  com- 
'Vmonly  requhe  longer  time,  although  not  always." 
— I  do  believe  that  this  is  really  the  cafe  when  treat- 
ed in  the  manner  Mr.  H.  prefcribes  :  but  I  do  alfo 
humbly  conceive,  that  Mr.  H.'s  method  of  treating 
recent  ftiankers  is  a  bad  one ;  and  that  on.  the  con- 
trary, recent  fhankers,  when  properly  treated,  are 
much  more  eafily  cured  than  conftitutional  ones;  and 
I  think,  he  might  have  afcribed  here  to  his  manner 
of  treatment,  what  he  has  afcribed  to  the  nature  of 
the  complaint. 

P.  347.  rmuft  dilTent  here,  as  well  as  in  moft  c- 
ther  cafes,  from  Mr.  Hunter  ;  for  I  have  generally 
obferved,  that  mercury  given  to  perfons  who  had 
made  ufe  of  it  formerly,  were  conftantly  more  eafily 
afFe6led  by  it  in  the  mouth  and  conftitution  here- 
after. 

P.  348.  He  fpeaks  of  a  tainted  conftitution,  w'hich 
he  denied  before,  when  fpeaking  of  the  lues  in  ge- 
neral .'^  •  .i  ,/' 

P.  349.  "  Let  me  alk  any  one  what  effed  eating 
"  a  hearty  dinner,  and  drinking  a  bottle  of  wine, 
,cah  have  over  the  adion  of  mercury  upon  a  vene- 
"  real  fore  ?  Or  what  effedl  can  walking  in  frofl:  and 
*'  fnow  have  upon  the  operation  of  mercury,  either 
"  to  make  it  afFedt  any  part  fenlibly,  as  falling  upon 
"  the  glands  of  the  mouth,  or  prevent  its  efled  upon 
*'  the  venereal  irritation  ?  In  fhort,  1  do  not  fee  why 
"  mercury  fhould  not  cure  the  venereal  difeafe  un- 
*'  der  any  mode  whatever  of  ragimen  or  diet." — I 

-  am 
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am  afraid,  that  if  Mr.  H.  does  not  fee  it,  his  pa- 
tients will  feel  it ;  and  young  praditioners,  follow- 
ing the  advice  of  the  ProfelTor,  may  expofe  their  pa- 
tients either  to  violent  inflammatory  fevers,  or  to  the 
moft  obftinate  excruciating  pains,  if  not  to  an  incu- 
rable p alley  for  life. 

p.  350,  351.  If  the  rules  laid  down  in  thefe  pages 
about  the  different  preparations  of  mercury  be  true, 
and  the  care  recommended  for  rendering  them  more 
fafe  aad  effeaual,  founded  in  pradice,  it  clearly 
fliows,  that  the  effects  of  mercury  arc  not  only  in 
proportion  to  its  quantity,  as  Mr.  H.  afTerted  above ; 
but  that  fo  much  depends  on  its  quaUty,  as  he  fays 
here.  This,  however,  is  one  of  the  numerous  in- 
ftances  of  Mr.  H.'s  pradice  contradiding  his  theore- 
tical alTertions.  • 

P.  352.  I  find  the  following  ftrange  propofition  : 
*♦  If  a  more  fimpl-e  preparation  was  to  be  found  out 
"  than  crude  mercury,  it  fhould  be  made  ufe  of." — 
What  Mr.  H.  properly  means  by  this  I  do  not  well 
underftand ;  for  i  cannot  believe  him  fo  ignorant,  as 
not  to  know  that  crude  mercury  is  not  a  preparation 
but  a  Jimple  produd:  of  nature.  But  why  wifhing 
to  employ  a  more  fimple  mercurial  preparation  than 
the  fimpleft  of  all,  viz.  crude  mercury ;  efpecially 
if  all  the  different  preparations,  as  mentioned  above 
(p.  135,  136.),  arc  the  fame ;  and  if  their  effedls 
are  only  in  proportion  to  their  quantity,  and  entire- 
ly independent  of  their  quality  ? 
Ill) 

P.  359.  He  fays,  *•  That  the  increafed  fecretions 

"  in 
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"  in  falivary  glands,  cutaneows  veffels,  intercifes,  a- 
"  rife  from  the  conftitution  being  loaded  with  mercu- 
"  ly. — If  this  be  owing  only  to  the  quantity  of  mer- 
cury, without  any  refpedl  to  its  quality,  we  would 
afk  Mr.  H.  How  it  comes  that  two  or  three  grains 
of  calomel  produce  now  and  then  fuch  violent  effects 
upon  the  inteftinal  canal  ?  or  why  three  or  four  do- 
fes  of  fublimate,  of  half  a  grain  each,  not  unfre- 
quently  produce  fo  violent  fweatings  or  falivation  ? 
This,  we  apprehend,  he  will  not  maintain  from  the 
conftitution  being  loaded  with  mercury,. 

P.  360,  Note.  "  Sulphur  united  with  any  of  the 
*'  metals  probably  deftroys  their  folubiUty  in  the 
*'  juices,  or  at  leaft  in  their  effedls  in  the  circulation. 
"  None  of  the  cinnabars  are  either  as  fulphur  or  mer- 
"  cury.  Crude  antimony,  which  is  regulus  of  anti- 
"  mony  and  fulphur,  has  no  effed:.  Arfenic,  when 
"  joined  with  fulphur,  has  no  effect ;  nor  has  iron." 
The  firft  propofition  of  this  note  is  a  mere  cpnjedture, 
unfupported  by  any  argument  or  fad;  the  fecond  is 
true  ;  and  the  third,  viz.  that  crude  antimony,  yel- 
low arfenic  or  orpiment,  and  iron  united  with  ful- 
phur, have  no  effect,  is  totally  falfe  without  founda- 
tion. 

I  NOW  come  to  what  I  referved  for  the  laft  point  of 
difcuffion,  the  Chapter  on  Impotence ,  in  which  I  fliall 
only  take  notice  of  the  two  following  propoiitions. 
Here  are  Mr.  H.'s  own  words :  "  I  think  I  may  af- 
*'  firm,  that  the  a6t  of  manuftupration  in  itfelf  docs 
*'  lefs  harm  to  the  conftitution  in  general  than  the 

natural  ad:  of  coition  :  That  the  natural  ad  of  coi- 

"  tion 
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"  tion  with  common  women,  or  fuch  as  we  are  in- 
"  different  about,  does  lefs  harm  to  the  conftitution 
"  than  where  it  is  not  fo  felfilh,  and  where  the  afFec- 

"  tions  for  the  woman  are  alio  concerned."  Was 

this  reafoning  jnft,  it  would  apply  to  prove,  that  our 
bands  were  made  for***;  and  that  it  would  be 
better  and  more  healthy  to  the  human  conftitu- 
tion to  commit  all  kinds  of  Sodomies  and  beftialities. 
The  intention  of  Nature,  amongft  all  the  more  per- 
fed:  animals,  is  to  throw  the  femen  into  the  vagina 
of  the  female.  No  animal,  when  able  to  get  a  fe- 
male, deviates  from  this  univerfal  law  ;  and  it  is  the 
moft  confummate  impudence  even  to  attempt  to  rea- 
fon  men  out  of  it.  But  Mr.  H.  feems  to  delight  in 
advancing  paradoxes,  and  in  employing  his  mental 
as  well  as  generative  faculties  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  Nature,  at  leaft  he  wifhes  to  perfuade  us  fo. 
However,  as  he  is  married,  and  not,  as  we  might 
exped  from  the  principles  laid  down  above,  for  the 
care  of  his  own  health,  to  an  ugly  beaft,  but  to  a 
very  fine  and  amiable  woman,  this  dodrine  feems  to 
me  nothing  more  or  lefs  but  a  new  kind  of  pvff  of 
highly  refined  quackery  ;  and  as  the  pradice  of  the 
Profeffor  in  this  point  agrees  fo  little  with  his  theory, 
we  hope,  for  the  happinefs  of  his  venereal  patients, 
the  fame  will  be  the  cafe  with  regard  to  the  manner 
of  treatment  of  their  refpedive  complaints, 


THE  END. 
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